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CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website (see address below).

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  If field is not applicable, please put N/A in block.

Date filled out: 2-26-03




 

A) Contract Information Please use complete phrases/sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Contract Number: 02-033-254-0

2. Project Title: Watershed Management Plan for the San Gabriel River Above Whittier Narrows

3. Project Purpose – Problem: (problem being addressed) 

The target area consists of the upper half of the San Gabriel River watershed including three important sub-watersheds: Upper San Gabriel River, Walnut Creek, and San Jose Creek.  These three sub-watersheds form a complex river system running through rugged lands of the Angeles National Forest and the highly urbanized areas of eastern Los Angeles County including significant portions of the San Gabriel, Walnut, and Pomona Valleys.  The target area ultimately drains to the Whittier Narrows.  The project area provides a broad range of issues, intense activities impacting water and land, and a complexity of cultures and traditions.

Many demands are made on the river’s resources including groundwater recharge for water supply needs, manufacturing, sand and gravel extraction, recreation, and habitat.  Three significant dams are placed on the upper San Gabriel River to control flood waters and which result in sediment management requirements.  Substantial portions of the San Gabriel River, Walnut Creek, and San Jose Creek are also listed on the 1998 303(d) list due to ammonia, toxicity, excessive algae, elevated pH, trash, lead, and coliform bacteria.  In addition, a number of lakes in the watershed are listed: Santa Fe Dam Lake (pH, lead, copper); Legg Lake (odor, trash, lead, copper); Puddingstone Reservoir (low dissolved oxygen, mercury, DDT, PCBs, chlordane); and Crystal Lake (low dissolved oxygen).  Finally, development pressures threaten remaining open spaces which provide critical groundwater recharge, flood protection, recreation, habitat, and opportunities for nonpoint source pollution control.  This project seeks to address these opportunities and challenges in a comprehensive watershed management plan that provides relevance and supports multiple applications for future planning efforts in the region.



4. Project Goals:

     a. Short-term Goals: 
Improve water quality and reduce non-point source pollution.

· Land Use Adaptation—identify opportunities for open space protection; on-site retention and remediation; and wetlands treatment.

· Landscape Resource Efficiency—provide for water conservation BMP’s; irrigation runoff reduction; and improved urban forestry practices.

· Urban Runoff—management and pollutant removal; collection; bio-remediation; infiltration; and release and reuse opportunities.

· Public Involvement— identify opportunities for citizen monitoring; public education; coordination with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, other public agencies and nonprofit groups, and local communities.

Protect and enhance local water resources of the upper San Gabriel River watershed.

· Groundwater—ensure quality protection and improvement; recharge opportunities.

· Sustainable Water Practices—improve landscape water use efficiency; improved urban forestry practices.

· Storm water and Flood Management—identify opportunities for capture, storage, filtration, and reuse of storm water runoff to reduce flow into stream channels.

· Sedimentation and Erosion—examine effects on water resources, water quality, and habitat restoration.

· Public/Agency education.

Protect and restore terrestrial and aquatic habitat and habitat connectivity.

· Wildlife Habitat—identify opportunities to protect and restore natural functioning terrestrial and wetland ecosystems; restoration of warm and cold freshwater habitat; restoration and protection of critical habitat for rare, threatened, and endangered species.

· Habitat Connectivity—identify existing and potential habitat linkages; wildlife corridor protection and restoration opportunities; improvements to support future steelhead trout habitat.

· Urban Wildlife—identify opportunities to encourage and better manage urban wildlife; regional appropriateness of urban landscape plant species.

Provide for open space protection and beneficial land use relationships.

· Open Space—identify regional opportunities for open space protection; passive/active recreation; regional land trust and community coordination.

· Land Use Relationships—improve interaction among urban land uses, water quality and water supply, and quality of life; improve relationship between urban communities and surrounding wild lands.

· Local Conservation Planning—develop regional framework to facilitate fine scale analyses and local land use management and conservation plans to protect and restore water and land resources.

· Stewardship—identify opportunities for citizen land stewardship and implementation programs.

· Transportation and Land Use—examine relationship between watershed management and transportation and land use plans.

Establish an on-going community and stakeholder process to guide development of the Watershed Plan

· Integrate issues and concerns of various stakeholders through public workshops and a new project-related “watershed roundtable.”

· Identify and build on existing K-12 curriculum regarding water pollution prevention and water conservation programs.

· Capitalize on local University and College involvement including: the Center for Regenerative Studies and other programs at Cal Poly Pomona; Azusa Pacific University; Claremont Colleges, Claremont Graduate University; University of LaVerne; Rio Hondo College; Citrus College; and Mt. San Antonio College.

· Identify opportunities to involve, employ, and/or train at-risk youth and other youth in citizen stewardship efforts.

Identify key pilot projects and citizen monitoring and stewardship programs such as:

· Sustainable Best Management Practices for improving water quality impacts from residential, agricultural, commercial, and industrial uses.

· Multiple use bio-remediation projects.

· Multiple use storm water infiltration and on-site retention projects.

· Water use and natural resource efficient landscape designs.

· Projects to restore wetlands, riparian corridors, and critical habitat.

· Critical locations identified for citizen water quality monitoring programs.

· Key conservation areas identified for citizen land stewardship programs.

      b. Long-term Goals: 
The Regional Conservancy’s Watershed Management Plan is intended to provide a foundation and framework to facilitate planning and implementation efforts beyond the Proposition 13 watershed protection program grant.  Future programs already identified include: citizen-based water quality monitoring that would coordinate with watershed-wide monitoring efforts anticipated by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the LA and San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council; citizen-based land stewardship programs; local land conservation and resource management plans; implementation of identified pilot projects; and formation of a “San Gabriel River Tributaries Land Trust”.

5. Project Location: (lat/longs, watershed, etc.) 

The project area consists of approximately the upper two-thirds of the San Gabriel River watershed.  The San Gabriel Mountains form the northern boundary.  The Puente Hills and Chino Hills generally form the southern boundary.   The Santa Ana River Watershed is located to the east and the Rio Hondo and Los Angeles River Watersheds are located to the west.  The project area includes three important sub-watersheds: Upper San Gabriel River, Walnut Creek, and San Jose Creek.  The project area ends at the Whittier Narrows, an area with significant beneficial uses for wildlife and public recreation.  However, the project area is only 20 miles from the outfall of the San Gabriel River at Seal Beach.

a. Physical Size of Project: (miles, acres, sq. ft., etc.) 
San Gabriel River Watershed – Approximately 640 square miles

Project Area – Approximately 400 square miles          
b. Counties included in the project: 

Los Angeles County

c. Legislative Districts: (Assembly and Senate) 
Assembly Districts 57, 59, and 60

Senate Districts 24 and 29


6. Which SWRCB program is funding this contract?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
  X   Prop 13     ___ EPA 319(h)     ___ Other       

B) Contract Contact:  Refers to contract project director.


Name:  

Rick Thomas
Job Title: 

Conservation Projects Manager

Organization: 

San Gabriel Mountains Regional Conservancy
Webpage Address: www.sgmrc.org

Address: 
P.O. Box 963

Glendora, CA 91740

Phone: 909-662-7276
Fax number: 626-335-1771

Email: rictho@earthlink.net


C. Contract Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of the contract. 

From: July 17, 2002
To: March 31, 2005

D) Project Partner Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Watershed Management Division, Angeles National Forest, San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, Los Angeles-San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, Southern California Edison, Cal Poly Pomona, Regional Water Quality Control Board – Los Angeles Region 

Think River! Integrated Youth Watershed Education Program Component: City of Azusa, Angeles National Forest, Los Angeles County, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa Unified School District, National Park Service, Fly Fishers Club of Orange County 

E) Nutrient and Sediment Load Reduction Projection (if applicable): N/A




PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.  ALL APPLICABLE FIELDS ARE MANDATORY.  IF FIELD IS NOT APPLICABLE, PLEASE PUT N/A IN BLOCK.  INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE RETURNED.  THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS FORM CAN BE FOUND AT:   http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/nps/319hproj.html.
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