
























Comments WATERBOARDS Prop 1 Groundwater Sustainability due 12.4.2015 
 
Please clearly define uses such as Multi-benefit. 
 
Public Benefit is questionable. 
 
We are concerned that the bidding process is being bypassed by awards to non-profit 
corporations.  Conflict of interest issues can arise and have not been addressed in the 
grant awarding process. 
 
Groundwater is owned by a person, company, agency, government or water company.  
Site control is an issue especially is the site control is obtained after grant approval.  As 
a sample we are attaching Council Files as examples of lack of real site control and 
ability for operations and maintenance, under the Proposition 84 Grant Awards: 
 

 Prop 84 Program CF 09-2839 
 LA Parks Foundation CF 10-1133 
 Trust for Public Land CF 13-0135 
 Trust for Public Land CF 13-0135-S1 
 Trust for Public Land Contract C-117818 Amendment 
 LANI Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative CF12-1406-S1 
 LANLT LA Neighborhood Land Trust CF 12-1406-S2 
 MRCA CF 12-1406-S3 
 MRCA CF 15-1008 
 Heal the Bay CF 14-1457-S1 

 
Donations of public money aka the grant award completed product is being given.  We 
question the legality of donations of public money and ask that this not be allowed for 
Proposition 1 funding. 
 
Joyce Dillard 
P.O. Box 31377 
Los Angeles, CA 90031 
 
Attachments:  
01 Prop 84 Program CF 09-2839 
02 LA Parks Foundation CF 10-1133 
03 Trust for Public Land CF 13-0135 
04 Trust for Public Land CF 13-0135-S1 
05 Trust for Public Land Contract C-117818 Amendment 
06 LANI Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative CF 12-1406-S1 
07 LANLT LA Neighborhood Land Trust CF 12-1406-S2 
08 MRCA CF 12-1406-S3 



09 MRCA CF 15-1008 
10 Heal the Bay CF 14-1457-S1 
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State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 

GRACE RO BINSO N HYDE 
Chief Engineer and Genera/ Manager 

December 4, 2015 

Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Funding Programs 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Funding Programs -- Scoping Comments 

On behalf of the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District (District), thank you for the 
opportunity to submit comments regarding the State Water Resources Control Board's 
Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Funding Programs. The District provides wastewater 
treatment services to the City of Santa Clarita and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County 
in the Santa Clarita Valley. The District owns and operates the Valencia and Saugus Water 
Reclamation Plants, which provide tertiary treatment to produce high-quality recycled water that 
is reused or discharged to the Upper Santa Clara River. To comply with the Upper Santa Clara 
River Chloride Total Maximum Daily Load, the District must implement a set of projects that 
include installation of ultraviolet disinfection and microfiltration/reverse osmosis treatment 
facilities. In addition to ensuring compliance with surface water quality standards for chloride in 
the Santa Clara River, these treatment improvements are also intended to protect local as well as 
downgradient groundwater basins, which together provide at least half of the drinking water 
supply for a population of approximately 250,000. The project will have supplemental surface 
and groundwater water quality benefits associated with reductions of other pollutants, such as 
trihalomethanes and N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA). 

The purpose of this letter is to recommend that the Proposition 1 Groundwater 
Sustainability Funding Programs include as a high priority projects that will prevent 
contamination of groundwater. As stated in the Staff Discussion Document, Chapter 10, 
Groundwater Sustainability (Sections 79770-79744 of the California Water Code) makes $800 
million available for grants and loans for projects to prevent or clean up the contamination of 
groundwater that serves or has served as a source of drinking water. However, in the section of 
the Staff Discussion Document that describes the types of projects that have been identified, all 
of these project types appear to fall broadly into the category of projects that will clean up 
contamination, and do not really include any categories aimed at preventing contamination in the 
first place. While we understand the importance of providing funding for cleanup projects, we 
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believe that Proposition 1 requires that projects to prevent groundwater contamination from 
occurring also be eligible for funding. This appears to be a major omission from the Water 
Board's current thinking regarding the content of the guidelines for Chapter 1 0 Groundwater 
Sustainability funding. 

In Southern California as well as elsewhere in California, in soft-bottom streams, there is 
often a surface water-groundwater connection, which is recognized in Regional Water Quality 
Control Plans (i.e. "Basin Plans") through designation of the Groundwater Recharge (GWR) 
beneficial use. Projects that improve surface water quality where the GWR use occurs also 
protect groundwater basins, and this benefit should be both recognized and incentivized through 
eligibility under the Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Funding Program. Most 
groundwater basins in or near urban areas in Southern California are used for drinking water 
purposes, and, if not contaminated, are usually vulnerable to potential contamination. Thus, we 
support several of the proposed priorities mentioned in the Staff Discussion Draft, including 
potential of project to recharge vulnerable, high-use basins, and potential of project to enhance 
local water supply reliability. In terms of the contaminants that should be prioritized, we 
strongly recommend that N-nitrosodimethylamine, trihalomethanes, haloacetic acids, salts and 
nutrients all be considered high priority for funding awarded under the Groundwater 
Sustainability Funding Programs, some of which are in addition to the contaminants specifically 
listed in Section 79773 of the Public Resources Code (Proposition 1 ). (see Public Policy 
Institute of California, "California' s Water Quality Challenges," (Oct. 2015)) 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of the Groundwater 
Sustainability Funding Programs. We look forward to reviewing the draft funding guidelines. 

SNG:djm 

Very truly yours, 

~~~~ 
Sharon Green 
Legislative and Regulatory Liaison 
Technical Services Department 


