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• California Water Action Plan 

 
• Governor’s 2014/2015 Budget 

appropriation for groundwater 
management 

 
• Transition of the Drinking Water 

Program 

 
• Recent Anti-degradation lawsuits 
 



 
• Human Right to Clean Water 
 
• Constitutional power to regulate reasonable and beneficial use 
 
• “Polluter Pays” Principle 

 
• Protection of groundwater reflected in Anti-degradation Policy  

 
• Connection between surface and groundwater 

 
 



• The Board is not “overreaching” by regulating groundwater pumping 
 
• Constitutional authority to regulate against overdraft and unsafe 

yields 
 
• Water Code (Subterranean streams/Basin adjudication impacted by 

water quality) 
 
• Waste and Unreasonable Use Doctrine (Water Code, separate from 

Constitutional Power) 
 
• Public Trust Doctrine 



• Action: Provide Regional Board guidance 
on CAFOs. 

 
• Action: Mandate a proper Anti-Deg 

analysis for both surface and 
groundwater.   

 
• Action: Develop and adopt statewide 

meaningful standards for irrigated lands.   
 
• Action: Develop meaningful septic tank 

regulations. 



• Action:  Leverage efforts 
underway to promote 
stormwater retention through 
Municipal Stormwater Permits.  

 
• Action: Identify incentives to 

implement stormwater capture 
at the local level, and compel 
land use zone planning to 
encourage groundwater 
recharge.  
 





• Action: Exercise existing legal 
authority to limit groundwater 
withdrawals where local 
groundwater management entities 
fail to protect surface water flows or 
prevent waste or overdraft. 

 
• Action: Support legislation that 

establishes a statewide permitting 
system for groundwater withdrawals.  

 
• Action: Develop an official Board 

position recognizing that 
groundwater and surface water are 
physically interconnected.  
 

Depleted surface flows in the Ventura River at the Foster 
Park subsurface diversion and well field, owned and 
operated by the City of Ventura. 



 
• Action: The Department of Fish and Wildlife should be actively 

involved in California’s groundwater management to prevent 
further reductions of instream flows.  

 
• Action: Place meters on wells, and prioritize most heavily over-

drafted basins.  
 
• Action: Find conjunctive use that diverts surface water to a 

groundwater basin in persistent overdraft constitutes a waste 
and unreasonable use of water and an unreasonable method of 
diversion.  

 
 



 

Delta-Mendota Canal Buckles Under 
Subsidence Bowl stretching 1200 
mi²: $29 million intertie connects the 
federal and state canals through two 
massive pipes 







 

• Prioritize basins for agency assistance  
• Require monitoring & reporting of meter readings 

from all wells 
• Act as gatekeeper for well permits in over-

drafted basins 
• Establish thresholds for local  injunctive relief  
    from pumping or drilling 
• Provide water-users with guidance to file 

Reasonable Use  petitions 
 







• Action: Protect existing recharge areas. 
 
• Action: Better management of natural recharge zones. 
 
• Action: Floodplain restoration objectives in water quality control 

plans. 



• Action: Require collection and reporting of raw groundwater data—
not just aggregated data—to increase transparency and 
accountability to better inform the public.  
 

• Action: Fund state monitoring and modeling to trace USGS flows to 
understand connection to groundwater. 
 

• Action: Monitoring should include stream gauge monitoring. 
 

• Action: Prioritize data gaps in which the Board has jurisdiction. 
 
• Action: Prioritize basins with impaired surface waters. 



• Action: Subterranean stream depletion maps can be a useful 
tool for monitoring and managing the groundwater/surface 
water interactions. 

 
• Action: Include basin management objectives into management 

plans. 
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