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Merced ID, County and Cities Working Together 
Water Balance 
Groundwater Model 
Governance 

Understand Groundwater Basin Interactions 
Surface Water Supplies 

Reduction in Surface Water Supplies 
Natural, Direct, In-Lieu Recharge 
Demand  

Address Sustainability 



 
Voluntary Reports on Current Local 
Efforts/Progress/Expected Sustainable 
Management 
Allow Locals to Complete Process 
Financial/Technical Assistance 

Assist Locals to Fast Track existing processes 
Help basins/sub-basins that need it; models, 
water balances, organization 
Infrastructure – Help locals improve/add 
infrastructure to take advantage of wet year 
surface water supplies 



 
Taking Surface Water Will Harm Conjunctive 
Management 

In-Lieu Recharge is by far the best tool 
Loss of surface water = loss of sustainability 

Statewide Regulation Would be Harmful 
May compromise local efforts and cooperating 
agencies will revert to self protection mode 

One Size Does Not Fit All 
Each Basin is ultra unique 
Many are on track to understanding their basin 
and implementing management measures 
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