
 

December 17, 2013 
 
 
Ms. Felicia Marcus, Chair  
State Water Resources Control Board  
1001 I Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
RE: Discussion Draft – Groundwater Workplan Concept Paper  
 
Dear Chair Marcus:  
 
On behalf of the California State Association of Counties (CSAC), we thank you for this 
opportunity to provide input on your Draft Groundwater Workplan Concept Paper 
(Groundwater Workplan). CSAC is the Association that represents county government before 
the California Legislature, administrative agencies and the federal government. Representing 
all 58 of California Counties, CSAC places a strong emphasis on educating the public about 
the value and need for county programs and services critical for healthy and sustainable 
communities.  
 
As part of our commitment to education, CSAC in conjunction with the Rural County 
Representatives of California (RCRC), held a forum with you and Water Board staff on 
November 15 to present, answer questions, and receive comments on the Groundwater 
Workplan and to receive comments on the recently released California Water Action Plan 
(Water Action Plan). As you know almost 40 county representatives representing 19 counties 
participated in the meeting. Also attending were representatives of affiliated organizations 
including the League of California Cities and the California Association of Environmental 
Health Administrators. We want to thank you for your willingness to engage in an open 
dialogue on groundwater and we look forward to continued collaboration on this important 
issue.  
 
While concise, the Groundwater Workplan presents several compelling issues and challenges 
the State, regions and locals must face to effectively manage California's groundwater. 
Counties concur with the Groundwater Workplan's assertion that our collective success on this 
issue will require well-equipped and well-funded local and regional groundwater management 
entities using updated monitoring information and data to manage and maintain groundwater 
of efficient quality at sustainable levels over the long-term.  
 
At the November 15th workshop, several jurisdictions raised the concern regarding the need 
for better data management. This point is highlighted in the Groundwater Workplan as one of 
the key elements necessary for effective groundwater management. CSAC concurs with this 
point and stresses the importance of funding for such activities. In order to determine 
appropriate and sustainable thresholds and basin prioritization, it is critical to understand the 
needs of each basin. CSAC supports the Workplan's statement that successful groundwater 
management requires access to sufficient funding for development and implementation of 
groundwater management plans and monitoring, such as the Groundwater Ambient Monitoring 
and Assessment Program (GAMA) and the California Statewide Groundwater Elevation 
Monitoring Program (CASGEM). These programs are vital to the identification of seasonal and 
long-term trends as they are the clearinghouse for groundwater elevation data. Funding for 
these programs is running short, and according to a 2012 status report to the Legislature, 
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