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May 27, 2014 

 

Ms. Felicia Marcus, Chair 

State Water Resources Control Board 

1001 I Street, 15
th
 Floor 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Subject: Comments on Draft General Order for Recycled Water Use 

 

Dear Ms. Marcus, 

 

Thank you for opportunity to comment on the Draft General Order for Recycled Water Use 

that was issued April 29, 2014.  Anaheim Public Utilities recently built and began operating a 

50,000 gpd water recycling plant and we are fully supportive of the concept of simplifying the 

regulatory requirements for this relatively benign source of water for irrigation and toilet 

flushing.  It is our opinion that since the treatment requirements for recycled water virtually 

prevent the possibility of it endangering public health, restrictions on the use of the water can 

be reduced from their current levels.  However, the Draft General Order actually adds many 

new requirements for Administrators and Users of recycled water.  We believe that the 

General Order should adhere to the State’s Recycled Water Policy for streamlining the 

permitting process in order to promote the use of recycled water. Therefore, all unnecessary 

administrative burdens imposed by the General Order should be eliminated. 

 

Anaheim Public Utilities offers the following suggestions for improving the General Order: 

 

1. Salinity levels of recycled water will most likely exceed Basin objectives.  However, as 

stated in Item 11, it “is not expected to be a significant source of salt loading relative to 

other potential sources……”  Items 26 and 28, on the other hand, allow the Regional 

Board to disallow use of the General Order for numerous reasons, including high salinity 

levels.  It is suggested that these sections be revised to prevent exclusion of the General 

Order unless the Regional Board makes a determination the recycled water from a 

specific project would cause a significant impact on groundwater quality.  Since a small 

scale water recycling plant is highly unlikely to cause significant impacts to groundwater, 

the volume of recycled water discharged to land surface should be an important variable 

in the determination. 

2. Item 24b and Prohibitions 2-5 limit the use of airborne spray irrigation and the application 

of recycled water to saturated soil.  Spray irrigation is the only viable method of irrigating 

most landscape areas and while it is obvious that an irrigator should not cause a nuisance 

to its neighbor, some drift is inevitable.  To absolutely prohibit any overspray from 

leaving a premise would essentially prohibit the use of recycled water for landscape 

irrigation.  The General Order should be modified to allow unintentional overspray that 

does not become a nuisance.  The General Order should also be revised to acknowledge 

that some saturated soil will occur while landscape irrigation is being conducted.  The 

primary consideration should be that excessive runoff does not occur during irrigation, 

not whether saturated soil is present 
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