A“\\\ CONTRA COSTA
- ens——ATER DISTRICT
—
[ ]
- 1331 Concord Avenue
RPO. Box H20
Concord, CA 94524
{025) 688-8000 FAX (925) 688-8122
February 5, 2004 .
Directbrs. Mr. Wayne Sobieralski
: Jc';:pi? ff Campbell State Water Resources Control Board

Presidént 1001 I Street

i Sacramento, CA 95814
Elizabeth R. Anello

Vice President :
_ Subject:  Statewide General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit

Bette Boatmun for Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for Aquatic Weed Control in Irrigation

Kar L. Wandry Systems, Drinking Water Canals, and Surface Water Impoundments that

Walter J. Bishop are Waters of the United States

General Manager ’

Dear Mr. Sobieralski:

The purpose of this correspondence is to communicate the Contra Costa Water District’s
(CCWD) compliance with the various requirements of the State Water Quality Control Board
regulations as it pertains to the Application of Aquatic Pesticides. This includes completion
of the requirements of the State Implementation Plan (SIP) Section 5.3 that will allow the
State Water Resources Control Board the ability to grant CCWD a Categorical Exception
after compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

As you are aware CCWD completed its CEQA Initial Study and Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) on January 15, 2004, and provided you a copy of that document on the
same day. On February 4, 2004, the CCWD Board of Directors passed a resolution that
adopts the January 2004 IS/MND for the proposed Application of Copper-Based Aquatic
Pesticide to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and
Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control. Attachment 1 is a copy of the
February 4, 2004 CCWD Board of Directors Resolution and Notice of Determination, and
these have been filed with the Office of Planning and Research in Sacramento and the Contra
Costa County Clerk in Martinez.

In consideration of the SIP Section 5.3 Exception, the discharger in addition to this CEQA
documentation submittal, must notify potentially affected public and governmental agencies
and submit the following:

(1) A detailed description of the proposed action, including the proposed method of
completing the action;

(2) A time schedule;

(3) A discharge and receiving water quality monitoring plan (before project initiation,
during the project, and after project completion, with the appropriate quality
assurance and quality control procedures); '

(4) Contingency plans;

(5) Identification of alternate water supply (if needed): and

(6) Residual waste disposal plans.

Potentially affected publié and governmental agencies have been notified through the
distribution of Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for the




Mr. Wayne Sobieralski I
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Application of Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, Contra Loma,
Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control
(January 2004). The document was filed with the State Clearinghouse on January 15, 2004
(#2004012079), and filed and posted at the Contra Costa County Clerk’s office on the same
day. CCWD also distributed the document to over thirty affected governmental agencies that
reside within the Project area. The initial study public réview period was from January 135,
2004 to February 3, 2004. Attachment 2 is a list of the notified potentially affected public

" and governmental agencies.

Attachment 3 provides responses to the seven requirements in para'graph 2 for consideration
of a SIP Section 5.3 Exception.

With the completion of CCWD’s CEQA document and SIP Compliance, CCWD requests
inclusion by State Water Resources Control Board staff on Attachment E of the Statewide
NPDES permit as a public entity that is Eligible for Exemption from Copper and Acrolein
Limitations in Irrigation Canals or Surface Water Impoundments. CCWD understands that
the Final Draft Permit will be issued for Public Comment on February 10, 2004, and that the
State Board will consider adoption of this permit on March 18, 2004.

Should there be any questions on any aspects of the materials that are being provided, please
do not hesitate to call either Mark Seedall at (925) 688-8119 or myself at (925) 688-8023.

Respectfully Submitted,
M% < &w%\
David A. Omoto

Environmental Compliance Officer

DAO:1lc
Attachments

cc:  San Francisco Bay Regional Board
- Central Valley Regional Board

Attachments:

(1) CCWD Notice of Petermination and Board of Directors Resolution
(2) Potentially Affected Notified Public and Governmental Agencies
(3) Responses to requirements in paragraph 2 of the SIP Section 5.3 Exception




Attachment 1

CCWD Notice of Determination
and Board of Directors Resolution
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Notice of Determination | Form C
To Office of P]anmng and Research From: (Public Agency) Contra Costa Water District
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212 1331 Concord Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 . ; WYYV
-—-—-Gmu,—on i W FAT)
: _ —l- " i
- County Clerk  Contra Costa County r 'ﬁ) T 1= |
County of - _5 L=
: 822 Main Street : _ :
] FEBO 5204

Martinez, CA 94553-1226

UNTY CLERK
STh GOUNTY
(53 CREBUTY

s.L. WEIR,
Subject: A
Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 211

The proposed application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Sfough and Contra

Loma, Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservmrs for algal and aquatic weed- ggmrol
Project Title
2004012079 Maik Seedall '  925.688-8119
State Clearinghouse Number - Lead Agency - Area Code/Telephone/Extension
{If submitted to Clearinghouse) ’ - Contact Person

53 miles of the Contra Costa Canal that traverses through Oakley, Ahtioch, Pittsburg, Bay Point, Concord, Walnut Creek, Pleasant
Project Location (inclucle county)  Hill and Martinez and four water reservoirs, all-in Contra Costa County.

Project Description:

The proposed application by CCWD of copper-based aquatic pesticides for algal and aquatic weed (macrophytes)
control. Supports CCWD inclusion in the State Water Resource Control Board General National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System Permit for the application of aquatic pesticides.

N Contra Costa Water District ' . .
This is to advise that the s ater Distric has approved the project described above on

fid Lead Agency Responsible Agency
February 4, 2004 bd L]

(Daie)

and has made the [ollowing determinations regarding the project described above:

1. The project [T will B will not} have a significant effect on the environment.
2. [1 An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures [B® were [ were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.
4. A statement of Overriding Considerations [0 was & was not] adopted for this project.
5. Findings [[J were B were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of prOJect approva] is available to the General Public at:
1331 Concord Avenue Concord, CA 94520

/éow” 2/s/0y | /@mw&w—//lffm

Signatur€ (Public Agency) o Date Title

t ived for fili t OPR:
Date received onf filing a January 2004
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RUE COPY OF THE ORIGINAL

RESOLUTION NO. 04-06 Lynne C. Holland, District-Secretary
Contra Costa Water District

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CONTRA COSTA
WATER DISTRICT ADOPTING A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR
THE PROPOSED APPLICATION OF COPPER-BASED AQUATIC PESTICIDES

. PROJECT

WHEREAS the State Water Resources Quality Control Board (SWRCB) Order No.
2001-12-DWQ Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides to
Surface Waters of the United States authorizes CCWD’s application of aquatic based pesticides
to portions of its raw water system expires on January 31, 2004; and

WHEREAS on November 26, 2003, the SWRCB issued Draft Water Quality Order No.
2004 - -DWQ Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for
Aquatic Weed Control in Irrigation Systems Drinking Water Canals, and surface Water
Impoundments that are Waters of the United States, General Permit No. CAQ__ and in
particular Finding 22 of the Draft Permit requires that public water agencies like CCWD provide
CEQA documentation for the SWRCB to grant a Section 5.3 categorical exception to Priority
Pollutant objectives/criteria; and

WHEREAS the SWRCB has required that CCWD complete and adopt its CEQA
assessment prior to February 6, 2004 so as to be included in the final draft permit that will issued
by the SWRCB staff on February 10, 2004 and that will be considered for adoption by the State
Water Resources Control Board on March 18, 2004 and

7 WHEREAS the State Clearinghouse approved a shortened public review period of 20
days instead of 39 days to accommodate the review process by SWRCB, and -

WHEREAS CCWD posted public notices at fifteen locations throughout its raw water
system on January 15, 2004 and simultaneously made avatilable for public review an Initial Study
‘including the proposed January 15, 2004 Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed
Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and
Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed
Control Project (the proposed Project), and published an additional Notice of Intent to Adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration for said proposed Project on January 19, 2004, and

WHEREAS the Initial Study concluded that the proposed Project would not have a
significant effect on the environment provided the recommended mitigation measures were
mcorporated into the design and construction of the proposed Project to eliminate or reduce the
potential effects; and '

WHEREAS the CCWD Board of Directors has mdependently reviewed and considered
the information contained in the record, consisting of the Initial Study and the January 2004




Page 2

‘Resolution No. 04-06 . ' : .

Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed Project, together with all comments received
and responses thereto, and has likewise reviewed and considered the Mitigation Reporting and
Monitoring Program, all in compliance with the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), CEQA Guidelines, and CCWD regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Contra Costa
Water. District, in accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA); Section 753.5(c)(1) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (State CEQA
Guidelines), and Chapter 7.04 of the CCWD Code of Regulations, hereby finds, determines and

declares:

1.

CCWD, the principal offices of which are located at 1331 Concord Avenue, City
of Concord, is the Project proponent;

The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal,
Mallard Slough and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros
Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control Project (the proposed Project),
which is proposed to be located in Contra Costa County, is fully described in the
January 2004 Mitigated Negative Declaration and summarized above;

An Initial Study was completed in January 2004 by CCWD to evaluate the
potential for the proposed Project to have one or more significant adverse
environmental impacts;

There is no substantial evidence that the proposed application of copper based
aquatic pesticides, as mitigated through the measures identified and discussed in
the January 2004 Mitigated Negative Declaration, will have a significant effect

upon the environment;

The January 2004 Initial Study and the January 2004 Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the proposed Project reflect CCWD’s independent judgment and
analysis; '

When considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence before the Board
that the proposed Project, as mitigated, will have potential for an adverse effect,
either individually or cumulatively, upon wildlife resources in the vicinity of the
proposed Project or the habitat upon which such wildlife depends; and

CCWD has, on the basis of substantial evidence contained in the entire record,
rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5(d) of Title
14 of the California Code of Regulations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Contra Costa Water
District that the Board hereby:
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1. " Adopts the January 2004 Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed
Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticide to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
Slough and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for
Algal and Aquatic Weed Control Project (the proposed Project),

2. Adopts the January 2004 Mitigation Reporting and Monitoring Program for the
proposed Project, as presented to the Board, in accordance with CEQA Section
21081.6 and the corresponding requirements of the State CEQA Guidelines;

3. Adopts a De Minimis Impact Finding for the proposed Project, in accordance with
section 753.5(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines, which Finding documents and
records the findings of fact adopted hereby, and;

4. Approves the proposed Project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Manager or his designee is authorized to
sign the Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Notice of Determination for the Project, and
staff is hereby authorized and directed to file the Notice with the Contra Costa County Clerk and
the State Office of Planning and Research.

d %k ok ok %k %k ok ok % ok ok ok

The foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted at a meeting held on the 4th of
February 2004 by the Board of Directors of the Contra Costa Water District by the followmg vote

of the Board _
AYES: Campbell, Boatmun, and Wandry o -
NOES: None

'ABSTAIN: NNome

ABSENT:  Anello

JW&mphel], President

_ST:
LMD, W

Lynne Holland, District Secretary




California Department of Fish and Game

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION
De Minimis Impact Finding
Project Title/Location (include county):

i'I‘he Proposed Application of Copper-Based Aquatic i’esticides to the Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic
Weed Control Project. . .

53 miles of Canal that traverses through Oakley, Antioch, Pittsburg, Bay Point, Concord, Walnut
Creck, Pleasant Hill and Martinez and four water reservoirs. All facilities in Contra Costa County. :

Project Proponent: ~ Contra Costa Water District
P.O. Box H20
Concord, CA 94524

Project Description:

The proposed application by CCWD of copper-based aquatic pesticides for algal and aquatic weed
(macrophytes) control. Supports CCWD’s inclusion in the State Water Resources Control Board
General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for the Application of Copper Based
Aquatic Pesticides.

Findings of Exemption:

e An initial study has been conducted and a Mitigated Negative Declarztlon has been approved by
the Contra Costa Water District to evaluate the potential for adverse environmental impact.

. When considering the environmental proceedings record as a Whole, there is no evidence before =
the Contra Costa Water District that the proposed project will have the potential for an adverse
effect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.

‘e The Contra Costa Water District has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the
presumption of adverse effect contained n Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, CCR.

Certification: I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding and that the project | _
will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section -
711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

/ém wg‘/ﬁw - Date 2/5°/6y

Contra Costa Water District
Lead Agency

Gregory Gartrell

Assistant General Manager

Section 711.4; Fish and Game Code
DFG:_] 2/90




Attachment 2

Potentially Affected Notified
Public and Governmental Agencies




The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to Contra C

|
|
|

l’L/[r Chuck Batts
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
5019 Imhoff Place
MMnez CA 94553

1
. John Escobar
ast Bay Regional Park District
P.0. Box 5381
Qakland, CA 94605

Mr. Walter Pease
City of Pittsburg
P.O. Box 1518
Pittsburg, CA 94565

L]

Vir. Paul Eldredge
City of Brentwood

08 Third Street
Brentwood, CA 94513

1

vr. Mike Oliver
City of Oakley
0. Box 6

Dakley, CA 94561

oy

Mir. Kalyantu Baliga

California Dept of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94704

Vir. Bruce H. Wolfe -

{WQCB - San Francisco Bay Region
515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Dakland, CA 94612

oy = =

Ms. Nicole Kozicki _

Calif Dept of Fish & Game, Reg. 3
B.O. Box 284

Moraga, CA 94556

VIr. Wayne Sobieralshi
WRCB - DWQ

01 I Street, 15th Floor
Jacramento, CA 95814 -

OO = L W

Contra Costa Water Distri

Distribution List

Mr. David Bauer
Ironhouse Sanitary Dristrict
P.0O. Box 1105

QOakley, CA 94561

- Mr. Mike Yeraka

Diablo Water District
P.O. Box 127
Oakley, CA 94561

Ms. June Catalano
City of Martinez
525 Henrietta
Martinez, CA 94553

Mr. Gary Nopper
City of Clayton
6000 Heritage Trail
Clayton, CA 94521

Mr. Michael Ramsey
City of Plesant Hill-

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Mr. Patrick Thalken

Calif Dept of Boating & Waterway
2000 Evergreen Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95815

Mr. Thomas R. Pinkos
RWQCB - Central Valley Region

. 3443 Routier Road, Suite A

Sacramento, CA 95827-3003

Mr. Gary Hobgood

Calif Dept of Fish & Game, Reg. 2
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Ms. Cay Goude

USFWS

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

08 ! Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra
Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control
Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mr. Gary Darling _
Delta Diablo Sanitation District
2500 Pittsburg-Antioch.Highway
Antioch, CA 94509

Mr. Dick Leonard
California Cities Water
53 Manor Drive

Bay Point, CA 94565

Mr. Vince Varoni
City of Antioch
P.O. Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531

Mr. Jeff Roubal
City of Concord
1950 Parkside Drive
Concord, CA 94519

Ms. Valerie Barone

City of Walnut Creek
P.O. Box 8039

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Mr. Larry Yost

Contra Costa Co Agriculture Dept
2366 Stanwell Circle, Bldg A
Concord, CA 94520

Ms. Alexis Strauss
US EPA - Reg. 9 NPDES Program
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ms. Kathy Wood
USBR

1243 "N" Street ‘
Fresno, CA 93721-1813




Attachment 3

CCWD Response to SIP Section 5.3 Exception Requirements




Attachment 3
State Implementation Plan (SIP) Section 5.3 (2) Categorical Exception
CCWD’s Application of Copper Based Aquatic Pesticides
January 2004

Responses to requirements in paragraph 2:

(Requirement 1) A detailed description of the proposed action, including the proposed
method of completing the action;

A detailed description of the proposed action and the proposed method of completing the
action are found in the Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the Application of Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra
Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed
Control (January 2004).

(Requirement 2) A time schedule;

A time schedule is found in the Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Application of Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and
Aquatic Weed Control (January 2004),

(Requirement 3) A discharge and receiving water quality monitoring plan (before project
initiation, during the project, and after project completion, with the appropriate quality
assurance and quality control procedures); .

CCWD’s existing monitoring plan and its plans to make adjustment to this plan are
outlined in the Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
Application of Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra
Loma, Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed
Control (January 2004) in Appendix B. CCWD intends to use its existing monitoring
plan until such time as the new permit is adopted. CCWD will modify its monitoring
plan to be consistent with the yet to be adopted NPDES permit. CCWD’s monitoring
plan will contain specific monitoring requirements as specified in the SIP and in support .
of the new NPDES permit. The monitoring plan will contain the appropriate water
quality assurance and quality control procedures.

(Requirement 4) CEQA documentation; As filed by CCWD on January 15, 2004.
Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Application of
Agquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard,
Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control (January
2004}




{Requirement 5) Contingency plans;

Contingency plans are in place to ensure the proper response and reporting of pesticide
spills. These plans are in found in Contra Costa Water District’s Environmental
Compliance Plan (July 11, 2000}, and Contra Costa Water District’s Integrated Pest
Management Program (August 4, 2003). A copy of Contra Costa Water District’s
Environmental Compliance Plan is available upon request. A copy of Contra Costa
Water District’s Integrated Pest Management Program is found in Appendix A of the
Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Application of
Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard,
Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control (January
2004).

(Requirement 6) Identification of alternate water supply (if needed);
An alternate water supply is not needed for this project.
" {(Requirement 7) Residual waste disposal plans.

Residual pesticide waste disposal plans are described in detail in Contra Costa Water -
District’s Environmental Compliance Plan (July 11, 2000), and Contra Costa Water
District’s Integrated Pest Management Program (August 4, 2003). A copy of Contra
Costa Water District’s Environmental Compliance Plan is available upon request. A
copy of Contra Costa Water District’s Integrated Pest Management Program is found in
Appendix A of the Contra Costa Water District Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
Application of Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra
Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed
Control (January 2004).
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WATER DISTRICT

CEE—
=4
——
- 1331 Concord Avenue
P.O. Box H20
Concord, CA 94524
(925) 688-8000 FAX (925) 688-8122
January 29, 2004
. Directprs
Josepl L. Campbelt Mr. Philip S. Isorena
Presidéent
: State Water Resources Control Board
55:??22:3& ::19"0 Division of Water Quality
1001 I Street
Bette Boatmun Sacramento, CA 95814
Karl L. Wandry
Cwalterid. Bishop T Subject? Staius of Aquatic Pesticides CEQA Document

Gerieral Manager
' Dear Mr. Isorena:

! Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) is in the process of completing the necessary
" CEQA documentation for an exception from the copper limitations under the draft
Aquatic Pesticide General NPDES Permit (draft permit). Per SWRCB
correspondence dated December 9, 2003, the CEQA process must be completed and
appropriate documents submitted to SWRCB before February 2, 2004. -

Although we have worked diligently on this-matter, CCWD will be unable to meet
the February 2 date. We do, however, expect to complete the CEQA process and
submit the necessary documents accordingly to SWRCB by February 6, 2004.

CCWD has contacted and met with Mr. Wayne Sobieralski to discuss our CEQA
compliance efforts and our anticipated schedule for completion. Through these
discussions it is our understanding that a CCWD exception will be considered under
the draft permit if CEQA is completed and the necessary documentation submitted
to SWRCB by February 6.

QOur CEQA document public review nerind concludes on Febhmary 3. The document
is scheduled for our Board of Directors adoption on February 4. As such, we are
optimistic that CCWD will be able to meet the February 6 date. However, in the
event that CCWD is unable to meet the February 6 date, we ask SWRCB to
consider the following:

e Listing CCWD (and other agencies desiring to do so) on Appendix E with
the caveat that CEQA documentation will be completed and submitted to
SWRCB by the Board adoption date (currently March 18, 2004). Should
CCWD 1ot complete CEQA by that date, CCWD will not be ehgtble until
'SWRCB formally reopens the permit. -

» Establish a schedule, starting sooner than six months after permit adoption,
to reopen the permit to add to the list of exception eligible agencies.




o - . .

Mr. Philip S. Isorena
January 29, 2004
Page 2

SWRCB mentions the possibility of reopening the permit about every six
months to consider exception requests after February 2, 2004 (Reference: |
SWRCB correspondence dated December 9, 2003). This action would then |
take place on about September 18, 2004 assuming a March 18 adoption
date. This September date is well beyond the time during which CCWD, and
we believe other agencies, historically begin use of aquatic pesticides. Our
operations would be severely impacted by a late (i.e., September 2004)
reopening date. To avoid severe impacts on CCWD and other agencies’
operations, the permit must be reopened sooner than six months after
adoption.

~ CCWD wishes to thank for you for considering the above requests. We also wish to
extend our thanks to Mr. Wayne Sobieralski for his direction and guidance during
our CEQA compliance efforts. Should you have any questions or comments, please
contact me at (925) 688-8023.

Sincerely,

LIf e

David A. Omoto
Environmental Compiiance Officer

cc: Mr. Wayne Sobieralski/SWRCB

DAO:lic




: WATER DISTRICT

A\%\\\ CONTRA COSTA

Directars
JosephiL. Campbell
President

Elizabeth R. Anello
Vice President

Bette BLatmun
James Pretti
Karl L. 1|Nandry

|
Walter J. Bishop
General Manager

1331 Concord Avenue

P.O. Box H20

Concord, CA 94524

(925) 688-8000 FAX (925) 688-8122

January 14, 2004

Subject: Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Application
of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to the Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and
Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic
Weed Control

Dear Interested Party:

Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) under CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) at its February 4, 2004 regular
meeting. This MND supports CCWD’s continued application of Copper Based Aquatic
Pesticides within its raw water systems for Algal and Aquatic Weed (macrophytes) Control.
CCWD has been applying copper based aquatic pesticides under an interim Statewide General
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination (NPDES) Permit. The interim NPDES permit
expires on January 31, 2004,

On November 26, 2003 the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) issued a Draft
Statewide General NPDES for the Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for Aquatic Weed Control
in Irrigation Systems, Drinking Water Canals, and Surface Water Impoundments. Public
entities like CCWD must provide CEQA documentation in order to be eligible under this
permit and to exceed priority pollutant objectives/criteria. Based on experience and
monitoring under the interim permit, CCWD expects that its application of copper based
aquatic pesticides will from time to time exceed the priority pollutant criteria for copper.

CCWD currently applies copper based aquatic pesticides on an as-needed basis to control
algal blooms and macrophytes growth so that such blooms and growth do not degrade
drinking water quality though elevated tastes and odors, production of algal toxins and filter
clogging. The proposed project involves the continued application of copper based aquatic
pesticides to control algal blooms and macrophytes growth within the entirety of CCWD’s
raw water system.

CCWD has prepared 2 CEQA Initial Study propoesing a MND. The Initial Study is attached
for your review. SWRCB requires CEQA documentation as soon as possible. To
accommodate the SWRCB timeframes, CCWD has requested and received approval for a
shortened review period from the State Clearinghouse. The 20-day public review period for
the Initial Study starts on January 15, 2004 and ends on February 3, 2004. Written comments
on the adequacy of the environmental documentation should be submitted by close of business
on February 3 to: Mark Seedall, Senior Planner; Contra Costa Water District, P.O. Box H20,
Concord, California or via email at mseedall@ccwater.com. For additional information please
call me at 925 688-8119.

Sincergly,

oL Lg{;{//’

Mark A. Seedall

Senior Planner
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=-Notice

of Completion and Environmental Document Transmittal SCH #

Hail to: State Glearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  916/445-0613

Project Titlle: The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Maltard Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los
Vagueros REServons for Algal and AgUaic vweed Contol

Lead Agency: Contra Costa Water Distfrict Contact Person: Mark Seedall

Street Address: 2411 Bisso Lan_e Phone: 925-688-8119

City: Congord Zip:_94524-2000 County: _ Contra Costa County

Project Location:

County: Contra Costa County City/Nearest Community: _All cities within Contra Costa County
Cross Streets: Zip Code: Total Acres:
Assessor’sl Parcel No: Section: Twp. Range: Base:
Within 2 Miles: ~ State Hwy # _4, 680 24 Waterways: Sacramento-SanJoaquin Delta
Airports: __BucheananField Railways: BNSFE, UP Schools Numerons
| ______________________________________________________________________________________
Decument Type:
|
CEQA: [0 NoP 0 Supplement/Subsequent EIR NEPA: 1 Nol Other: O Joint Document
(0 Eary Cons {Prior SCH No.) 0O EA CJ Finat Document
Bd NegDec O Other O DraftEIS O Other
}D Draft EIR O FoNsI
______ e e
Local Agtion Type:
| Genelfal Plan Update ] Specific Plan [0 Rezone [ Annexation
[] Genenal Plan Amendment 0 Master Plan [0 Prezone ] Redevelopment
] Genetal Plan Element 1 Planned Unit Development O Use Permit [0 Coastal Permit
O Community Plan [0 site Plan O Land Division {Subdivision, etc.) ] oOther NPDES Permit
Development Type: N/A
[ Residential:  Units Acres _____ 1 Water Facilities:  Type MGD
O office: Sq. ft. Acres _______ Employees [0 Transporiation: Type
[0 Commercial:  Sq.ft. Acres Employees O Mining: Mineral
O Industrial: Sq. ft. Acres —————  Employees 3 Power: Type Watts
[ Educationai : [ Waste Treatment: Type
[ Recreational 1 Hazardous Waste: Type
1 Other:
Funding| (approx.):N/A Federal $ State § Total $
Project Issues Discussed in Document:
R Aesthetic/Visual [0 Flood Plain/Flooding Schools/Universities 2 water Quality
K Agricdttural Land [0 Forest Land/Fire Hazard [0 Septic Systems 0 Water Supply/Groundwater
Air Quality X Geologic/Seismic (] Sewer Capacity K Wetland/Riparian
Bd Archeplogical/Historical Minerals O Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading X wildtfe
O Coastal Zone & Noise C] Solid Waste O Growth Inducing
[0 Drainage/Absorption {] Population/Housing Balance Bl Toxic/Hazardous Landuse
O Econamic/Jobs X Public Services/Facilities X Traffic/Circulation [0 Cumulative Effects
[0 Fiscal { Recreation/Parks B vegetation O Other
Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Open Space
Project Description: CCWD is applying to the SWRCB for coverage under the General NPDES Permit to continue the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.| The November 26, 2003 SWRCE draft permit has determined that CEQA is required when the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides exceed
the priority jpollutant leved for copper. CCWD proposes to the pesticides throughout its raw water supply system, including Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough,
and Contrg Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vagueros Reservoirs to control algal blooms and macrophye growth under the SWRCB NPDES Permit.
«1- Revised 07-15-02




EY
K REVIEWING AGENCIES CHECKLIS’ Form A, continued = Document sent by lead agency
= X = Document sent by SCH
. —— Resources Agency + = Suggested distribution
__ i Boating & Waterways
1 Coastal Commission
— 1 Coastal Conservancy
——1 Colorado River Board Environmental Protection Agency
——— 1 Conservation Air Resources Board

California Waste Management Board
SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
SWRCB: Delta Unit

SWRCB: Water Quality

SWRCB; Water Rights

— i Fish & Game

— i Forestry & Fire Protection
Office of Historic Preservation
Parks & Recreation

—-—~ Reclamation Board

i

——1 _ &.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission Regional WQCB # { )
_ | Water Resources {DWR) Youth & Adult Corrections
Business, Transportation & Housing ——— Corrections
———i— Agronautics _ independent Commissions & Offices
— 1 California Highway patrol —— Energy Commission
— 1. CALTRANS District #——m Native American Heritage Commission
——— Department of Transportation Planning (Headquarters) Public Utllities Commission

i Housing & Community Development Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

— 1. Food & Agriculture
Health & Welfare
Health Services Other
State & Consumer Services

State Lands Commission

TFahoe Regional Planning Agency

— 1 General Services
i OLA (Schools)

Public Review Period (fo be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date _ January 15, 2004 ., Ending Date __February 3, 2004

Signature IM&V L ﬂéé{ﬁ // Date % " 15” 2 oolf

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): For SCH Use Only:
Consulting Firm: Environmental Science Associates

Address: 8950 Cal Cenier Drive Bldg. 3, Suite 300
City/State/Zip: Sacramento, CA 95826 Date Review Starts

Contact: __Michele S _Stern Date to Agencies
Phone: (916) 669-4710

Date Received at SCH

Date to SCH

Clearance Date

Applicant: _Contra Costa Water District Notes:
Address: _P.O. Box HZ20

City/State/Zip: Concord, CA 94527-2009
Phone: (925) 688-8119

—_

0

C:\Documents and Settings\seedamatLocal Settings\Temporary Infemet Files\OLK21\Static copy of ENVFORM - NOG - NOTICE OF COMPLETION
FORM-2PGS.doc -2- Revised 07-15-02




yhortened Review Request Form Form E

W

{To be filled out and signed by the Lead Agency and submitted with project documents to SCH)

To: State Clearinghouse From: _Contra Costa Water District
P.O. Box 3044 Lead Agency:
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 P.0. Box HZ0
Address
Concord, CA 94524
Phone#: (925) 688-8119
SCH# Contact: Mark Seedall

foject Title: The Application of Copper Based figunatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal,

P
Mallard Slough, Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and
Project Location: Concord Contra Costa Aquatic Weed

Ciry County Control

Explain "exceptional circumstances™ (CEQA, Section 15205(d)} for requesting a shortened review:

Criteria 4) The health and safety of the community would be at risk unless the project

. is approved expeditiously. State Water Resources Control Board ktaff has stated that to

be eligible for its General Permit related to the applicatin of aguatic pesticides that

CEQA must be adopted by February 10, 2004,

List responsible and trustee state agencies, as well as any agencies that have commented on the project
(Jend advance copies of the document to these agencies):

Discussed with Wayne Sobieralshi, SWRCB (916) 445-9379 on January 13, 2004.

Als designated representative for the lead agency, I verify, in their behalf, that there is no “statewide, regional, or areawide

significance” to this project. (Attach a copy of the resolution or ordinance from the decision-making body of the lead agency
which designates the requestor's authority.)

Length of review being requested: 20 days
Today's date: January 15, 2004
| \/,ﬁ@?}/ g/?amv , ﬂ/l?e’cme oF ﬂ&mmé k 4226{@ ]Dﬂ)\
Print Name 4 Signature 4+
As of January 2000

28 Governor's Office of Planning and Research




’ Contra Costa Water Distri!

. The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra
) Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and Aquatic Weed Control
Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mr. Chuck Batts

Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
5019 Imhoff Place

Martinez, CA 94553

Mr. John Escobar

East Bay Regional Park District
P.O. Box 5381

Oakland, CA 94605

M Walter Pease
City of Pittsburg
P.O.Box 1518
Fittsburg, CA 94565

|

Mr. Paul Eldredge
City of Brentwood
Y08 Third Street
]i?:rentwood, CA 94513
|

M. Mike Oliver
City of Oakley
P.0O. Box 6
Dakley, CA 94561

Mr. Kalyantu Baliga

California Dept of Health Services
$151 Berkeley Avenue

li?»erkeley, CA 94704

|

Mr. Bruce H. Wolfe

RWQCB - San Francisco Bay Region
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Qakland, CA 94612

ils. Nicole Kozicki

alif Dept of Fish & Game, Reg. 3
.0. Box 284

Vioraga, CA 94556

e

Mr. Wayne Sobieralshi
$WRCB -DWQ

101 I Street, 15th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Distribution List

Mr. David Bauer
Ironhouse Sanitary District
P.O. Box 1105

Oakley, CA 94561

Mr. Mike Yeraka
Diablo Water District
P.O.Box 127
Oakley, CA 94561

Ms. June Catalano
City of Martinez
525 Henrietta
Martinez, CA 94553

Mr. Gary Nopper
City of Clayton
6000 Heritage Trail
Clayton, CA 94521

Mr. Michael Ramsey
City of Plesant Hill

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Mr. Patrick Thalken

Calif Dept of Boating & Waterway
2000 Evergreen Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95815

Mr. Thomas R. Pinkos

RWQCB - Central Valley Region
3443 Routier Road, Suite A
Sacramento, CA 95827-3003

Mr. Gary Hobgood

Calif Dept of Fish & Game, Reg. 2
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Ms. Cay Goude

USFWS

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

Mr. Gary Darling

Delta Diablo Sanitation District
2500 Pittsburg-Antioch Highway
Antioch, CA 94509

Mr. Dick Leonard
California Cities Water
53 Manor Drive

Bay Point, CA 94565

Mr. Vince Varoni
City of Antioch
P.0. Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531

Mr. Jeff Roubal
City of Concord
1950 Parkside Drive
Concord, CA 94519

Ms. Valerie Barone

City of Walnut Creek
P.O. Box 8039

‘Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Mr. Larry Yost

Contra Costa Co Agriculture Dept
2366 Stanwell Circle, Bldg A
Concord, CA 94520

Ms. Alexis Strauss

US EPA - Reg. 9 NPDES Program
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ms. Kathy Wood
USBR

1243 "N" Street
Fresno, CA 93721-1813




CONTRA COSTA WATER

DISTRICT

The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic
Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
-Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez,
and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and

Aquatic Weed Control

Mitigated Negative Declaration

January 2004

. CONTRA COSTA
WATER DISTRICT

ESA

Environmental
Science
Assaciates




CONTRA COSTA WATER
DISTRICT

The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic
Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez,
and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and
Aquatic Weed Control

Mitigated Negative Declaration

January 2004

For additional information regarding this document contact:

Contra Costa Water District
Planning Department

P.O. Box H,O

Concord, CA 94524

Mr. Mark A. Seedall
(925) 688-8119

8950 Cal Center Drive
Bidg 3, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95826
(916) 564-4500

. COMTRA COSTA
WATER DISTRICT

Environmental

Associates




TABLE OF CONTENTS

CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

SECTION1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 1
Project Introduction and LoCation .........ccooerivvriiveieieereceeie st scieresesee e sreesvassaans 1
Project Background on Contra Costa Water DIStrCt....covvrerrecrererirseerenissesnseesreenaes 2
Confra Costa Water District’s Integrated Pest Management Program .................... 6
Contra Costa Water District Monitoring Plan ..........ccoveeiirnnnicnnncnn e 7
Project Description ........coeieiini it esses s enee s essesseses s seess 8
Project Schedule ...t st e s s 10
Required APPTOVALS o.viiiiresisitisi it st rere e s e s s enenresnr s s eennesaneseanaessnean 19

SECTION 2 INITIAL STUDY 21
Initial Study and Environmental Checklist FOrm .....coccovmvevenceericsenecseccnieneenniene 21

SECTION 3 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 25
ABSINELICS. ...ttt s e s e s et e st e e e e s en e e ennes 25
Agriculture RESOUICES ...occovee ettt s srne s s s re e e b s st sts s n e an s 26
AE QUALEY (ot e see s e es e e b e s are s 27
Biological RESOUICES ....ooviveiriiiiiiisirsicesicrre st s neaas s snas 29
Cultiral RESOUICES. ...t re e see st eess e st essee e sae et e nbeeemeeeam e v rens 32
Geology and SOilS.......ccciimiiomiiiieie e 33
Hazards and Hazardous Materials .........c.ceeecrneeiriennnierrreninensseneernesesssnsesessnsenees 35
Hydrology and Water QUALLY ......ccoecvererriermrenresscersernnesvesesseresaensessssessessesessesaenes 39
Land Use and PIANDIMNEZ. .....cccoirninniecccni i s e srnvssensraerrsesssass sessnassrssassssssnnas 44
MiIneral ReSOUICES . ..ccooert et sre et st st s st bb s sss s rebs s s smeeenseenmneeennens 45
INOISE . orire vttt s e r e s r e et st st e b be b s e 46
Population and HOUSING. ...t see et eesasnas 47
PUblic SBIVICES «.oiiceieeeee e be e s s st e s sab e st e s b b brets s et s e mntnn 48
RECIEALION .ttt n et e se e s e e e st sse s e e e ame s 49
Transportation / Traffic. ...t 50
Utilities and Service SYSEIMS ....c.vvvriiierieriererercneneeerree s et eee s s s ara e ees 51
Mandatory Findings of Significance ...........cccvorverircrccrme e 53

SECTION 4 LIST OF MITIGATION MEASURES 55
Hazards and Hazardous Material.......ccoccoiiriiirreiricrrnerresirsnn e nrrssaneeesssseesranees 55
Hydrology and Water QUality ... s 55

Conira Costz Water District i BSA /203535

Mitigated Negative Declaration




. . TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTION 5 REFERENCES ...cccccisesrsrinsnesessssssssssssrsrsssssssssssnssssssssestssssssssneamsssosiissssssasasssssssasses 57

SECTION 6 AGENCIES CONTACTED cccccciaurenssactsssmsesssamsnasssssssssssasaanerisessansssntnsisessasesss 59

SECTION7 LIST OF PREPARERS..... 61

APPENDICES

APPENDIX A INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

APPENDIX B MONITORING PLAN

APPENDIX C MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS FOR COPPER-BASED
PESTICIDES

APPENDIX D DISSOLVED COPPER CONCENTRATIONS (PRE- AND

POST-TREATMENT, 2001-2003)
LIST OF TABLES

TABLE
1 Characteristics of Contra Costa Canal........cieerrrricinic s 7

2 Characteristics of Contra Costa Water District Reservoirs and Mallard Slough ......8
LIST OF FIGURES

FIGURES
1 REGIONAL VAP ..cvvvucvnirarrnssssseesansses s bt 3

2 Contra Costa Canal from Rock Slough Intake (MP 0.0) to
PUIINg PIARE 4 (MP T.05).cevverecrcrs e senessessesorssrssss oo ssssserssssnss 11

3 Contra Costa Canal from Hill Road (MP 8) to U.S. Naval Weapons
Station (MP 23), Contra L.oma Reservoir and Mallard Slough Intake.........ccoenie. 13

4 Contra Costa Canal from U.S. Naval Weapons Station (MP 23) to
Martinez Reservoir (MP 47), Mallard Reservoir and Ygnacio Loop (5 miles) ...... 15

5 LOS VAQUETOS RESEIVOII 1vvvvurrsiuanriecscririsssss s sass st e 17

ESA /2035355

Coatra Costa Water District il
Mitigated Negative Declaration




SECTION 1
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION AND LOCATION

The Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) is applying for coverage under Statewide General
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit from the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to continue the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides. The November 26, 2003 SWRCB draft permit sets forth Priority Pollutant criteria for
copper and acrolein. CCWD applies copper-based pesticides when necessary, to the Contra
Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez, and Los Vaqueros
Reservoirs. Figure 1 provides a map of the CCWD service area and facilities where the
pesticides are used. This Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared to comply with
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements associated with regulatory
requirements established by the SWRCB. Specifically, dischargers using aquatic pesticides
containing a Priority Pollutant (copper or acrolein) that exceed criteria pollutant thresholds must
comply with CEQA. CCWD is the Lead Agency for this MND.

The SWRCB may grant a categorical exception to the criteria under certain conditions. To be
eligible for the exception an agency must comply with CEQA. CCWD seeks an exception to the
copper criteria (CCWD does not use acrolein-based aquatic pesticides) and has prepared this
Mitigated Negative Declaration in compliance with CEQA. Under the November 26, 2003
SWRCB Draft General Permit those water utilities that have performed CEQA will be listed on
Astachment E and will be able to continue their application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

CCWD currently applies copper-based aquatic pesticides in liquid form on an as-needed basis to
control algal blooms so that such blooms do not degrade drinking water quality (through
elevated tastes and odors, production of algal toxins, and filter clogging) and macrophyte growth
that can affect taste and odor production as well as reduce hydraulic efficiencies of conveyance
systems. These applications of copper-based aquatic pesticides for resource management are
currently authorized under SWRCB Water Quality Control Order No. 2001-12-DWQ Statewide
General NPDES Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides to Surface Waters of the United
Sates. This General Permit expires on January 31, 2004.

On November 26, 2003, the SWRCB issued Draft Water Quality Order No. 2004_-_ -DWQ
Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for Aquatic Weed Control
in Irrigation Systems, Drinking Water Canals, and Surface Water Impoundments that are Waters
of the United States, General Permit No. CAG_____. In particular, Finding 22 requires that

Contra Costa Water District 1 ESA /203555
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. .10 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

public entities like the CCWD provide CEQA documentation in order for the SWRCB to grant a
Section 5.3! categorical exception to Priority Pollutant objectives/criteria.

Among other things, Section 5.3 provides a Categorical Exception from the toxics standards
where the discharge is necessary to implement control measures (1) for resource or pest
management or (2) to meet statutory requireiments under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act of
the California Health and Safety Code, and for certain maintenance and cleaning activities.
CCWD’s primary purpose in periodically applying copper-based aquatic pesticides to the Contra
Costa Canal and reservoirs is to control nuisance algal blooms and macrophyte growth, and in
turn, achieve secondary drinking water standards for taste and odor.

Figures 2 through 5 provide area maps for each portion of the CCWD system where aquatic
pesticides have been or may need to be applied. All of CCWDY’s facilities are located in Contra

Costa County.

The proposed Project will involve the continued application of copper-based aquatic pesticides
to control nuisance algal blooms and macrophyte growth along the entire length of the Contra
Costa Canal and within Mallard Slough and Contra Loma, Martinez, Mallard and Los Vaqueros
Reservoirs. Table 1 summarizes general information on Contra Costa Canal; Table 2
summarizes general information on Mallard Slough and the reservoirs operated by CCWD.

BACKGROUND ON CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

The CCWD provides water to over 450,000 people, and numerous agricultural and industrial
customers in north, central, and east Conira Costa County. CCWD operates raw water
distribution facilities, water treatment plants, and treated water distribution facilities. The
mission of the CCWD is to strategically provide a reliable supply of high quality water at the
lowest cost possible, in an environmentally responsible manner.

CCWD draws its water supply as a function of chloride levels, from three different locations
along the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The Old River Intake near Discovery Bay is owned
and operated by CCWD. Water drawn from this intake is pumped either directly to Pumping
Plant #4 where this supply enters Contra Costa Canal or Los Vaqueros Reservoir west of
Brentwood. The Old River Intake operates year round. The Mallard Slough Intake is owned and
operated by CCWD and is located in the Bay Point area of Contra Costa County. Due to high
chlorides this intake is only operated in late winter and spring, when runoff from Sierra Nevada
snow-melt provides significant flows of fresh water supplies throughout the Sacramento River
all the way to San Francisco Bay. Rock Slough, east of Oakley and south of Bethel Island, is the
primary intake area for the Contra Costa Canal. All of CCWD's raw water is conveyed through
the Contra Costa Canal system either to raw water reservoirs for storage and potable water
treatment, or directly to customers for end use. The total length of the canal is about 48 miles.

1 SWRCB, 2000. Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and
Estuaries of California.
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Mitigated Negative Declaration




¥0/£7  NOO'@9L000DST % 002 *HIMWIAON 08LZ-£1G ($Z6)
. ¥O GOOMININE '0AT8 LNN‘WM 0Ot
nﬁ?a wod 3440 CIHSHILYM SOUINDYA SO7 -
(f69) 3uvasuann EV =

9168-$29 (526)
£15 LOIHLISIO Y31V VO AZTHVO 'OM ATOMIN SHLE

V1S0) ouy VHLNOD SNOILVYZO HOOLW =
SE— 0058-628 (528}

VO ATDVO QY ATOMIN OB

a—
. e == VIUY NIOVLS !‘d INvId INBNLYEHL M3LVA 708 TWONYY @
S © (. INIT ALNNDD // 0608-864 (526}
VD QHOONDO “IAY S3lva cloz
W = - T I, d m m INYId INWIYINL NIV NYWTIOR @
] “\souznova sond) - E . ANBI 0008-889 (526)
— LN ek BN |euO] Ryl i WD QUOOWOD “BAY QUOONOD LCEL
— & o M I SHALYVNDGYIH QMDD m
ANI3dId HILYM MYE = —
e g o “ o _ - 2\ "Q'M'0'D Al QIAYIE HSEVM QILVENL
AVERHOA : ARSh | n WAV %

bx_._ou SR N - : TYNVYD VISOD VEINOD  cwrem—
NOL4ITD o ;

LT AMVANNOS LOI¥LSIA HALYM VLSOO YHLNOD

2y T A ‘ SAVMHOIH dOorvil
. —— __ 1O1YL1SIQ ¥ILYM VLSOO VHINOD

BAIM QI /T TTTT

FLEIAYIV]

AVH YIANNOH AY¥E NQSINS

%vp !

¥iDJINZa







. ‘.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The first four miles of the Contra Costa Canal are unlined and run from the Rock Slough Intake
to Pumping Plant #1. The remainder of the Canal is concrete lined. Four pumping plants from
Milepost (MP) 3.97 to 7.1 lift the water 124 feet to allow it to flow the remaining length of the
Canal by gravity. At Milepost 35 the Ygnacio Relift Pump Station diverts water from the Loop
Canal into the 5-mile Ygnacio Loop.

CCWD raw water storage reservoirs are Mallard, Contra Loma, Martinez and Los Vaqueros
Reservoirs. Mallard Reservoir provides raw water to Bollman Water Treatment Plant and is
used as a storage facility for routine flow regulation and emergency use. The reservoir has a
maximum capacity of about 3,000 acre-feet (and useable capacity of 2,100 acre-feet), which is
currently equivalent to a two week Treated Water Service Area supply during maximum
customer demand. Mallard Reservoir is directly adjacent to the Bollman Water Treatment Plant.

Contra Loma Reservoir, located in the City of Antioch is used primarily as a regulating reservoir
for peak demands and short-term (1 to 7 days) supplies and for emergency storage for CCWIDY’s
customers. The reservoir has a maximum capacity of 2,500 acre-feet. East Bay Regional Park
District manages lands surrounding Contra Loma Reservoir for recreational purposes.

Martinez Reservoir, located in the City of Martinez, is at the terminus of Contra Costa Canal and
provides regulating storage to capture flows from Canal operations. The reservoir directly
supplies water to the City of Martinez Water Treatment Plant. The Martinez Reservoir has a
maximum capacity of about 270 acre-feet.

Los Vagueros Reservoir was completed in 1998 (initial filling was completed in 1999). The
100,000 acre-foot reservoir is located eight miles south of the City of Brentwood. The reservoir
stores higher quality Delta water for blending with the Delta supply during dry periods when
sodium and chloride levels typically increase. Besides improving water quality for CCWD’s
approximately 450,000 customers, the reservoir stores water for emergency supply (up to 3
months}) and for operational flexibility to protect fisheries. CCWD manages recreational access
at Los Vaqueros, including such activities as hiking and fishing.

The only points where CCWD’s raw water facilities interact with open receiving waters are at
Rock Slough, Mallard Slough and Old River Intakes. CCWD does not apply aquatic pesticides
at its Old River Intake. The Contra Costa Canal and reservoirs represent terminal water delivery
systems. The ultimate use of supplies held in these facilities is delivery to the Randall-Bold
Water Treatment Plant located in the City of Oakley and the Bollman Water Treatment Plant in
the City of Concord, as well as the treatment plants operated by the CCWD’s municipal
customers in the Cities of Antioch, Pittsburg, Bay Point, and Martinez. Once raw water is
received within the Contra Costa Canal there are no discharges to receiving waters such as
streams. The only limited form of possible discharge from the Canal is via wasteways.

The Bollman Water Treatment Plant is CCWD’s primary water treatment facility providing
treated water to its water service areas in the Cities of Concord, Clayton, Clyde, and portions of
Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill, and Martinez. The current permitted capacity of the plant is

75 million gallons per day. Water is pumped from the plant to the eight-pressure-zone
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. ..0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

distribution system through approximately 730 miles of pipeline ranging from two to 66 inches
in diameter. :

The Randall-Bold Water Treatment Plant is located in the City of Oakley and is jointly owned by
the Diablo Water District and CCWD. Raw water from the Contra Costa Canal and Los
Vaqueros Reservoirs are the primary sources of supply to this facility. This facility then
provides treated waler to the Diablo Water District and the City of Brentwood, and conveys
water to the Multipurpose Pipeline (MPP) that extends to the City of Concord and can currently
supply treated water to the City of Antioch. The MPP has the potential to supply the Cities of
Pittsburg and Bay Point in the future.

CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT’S INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

CCWD maintains an Integrated Pest Management Program (TPMP) that seeks to effectively
manage pests while protecting surface waters, minimizing pesticides use, and using
environmentally safe and cost effective practices. The IPMP addresses the use of aquatic
pesticides within the CCWD raw water supply system. Appendix A includes a copy of CCWD’s
August 2003 IPMP.

CCWI)'s IPMP ensures that only the “least toxic” pesticides will be used while minimizing the
overall risk to the applicator and impact to the environment. All federal, state, and local laws are
strictly adhered to. All chemical product label instructions are strictly followed. Following
inspection, spot treatments are applied if appropriate. Pesticides are not mixed adjacent to a
storm drain inlet, culvert, or watercourse and the quantities mixed are only sufficient for the
particular application. Records of pesticide usage are maintained. The [PMP addresses pesticide
storage, disposal, and spill response.

CCWD pérsonnel who apply pesticides possess a state pesticide applicator certificate and are
trained in the safe use of pesticides and proper inspection of applicator equipment. The
personnel are also trained in procedures and methods to identify and protect endangered species.

Aquatic pests, including algae and surface and submerged aquatic weeds (e.g., Egeria densa,
water hyacinth, cattail, Oscillatoria sp., and Eurasian milfoil), propagate in the canal and
raservoirs. Unabated, these aquatic pests will adversely affect the taste and odor of the water,
treatment plant operations, and the operation and integrity of conveyance and storage systems.
As such, aquatic pesticides are necessary to provide high quality drinking water, and maintain
the functional operation of the treatment plants and conveyance and storage systems.

Chemical substances in water that are often associated with earthy, musty smelling or tasting
water include geosmin and 2-methylisoborneol (MIB). These compounds are produced in
natural and man-made lakes and canals by certain types of algae. Geosmin and MIB are natural
byproducts of algal metabolism, although the amounts produced by different algae may vary.
(The presence of algae alone is not a good indicator of taste and odor problems.)

ESA /203535
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.1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT MONITORING PLAN

CCWD’s Monitoring Plan characterizes the locations where CCWD has applied aquatic
pesticides, how CCWD evaluates the need to apply aquatic pesticides, water quality analyses,

CCWD routinely monitors and analyzes for taste and odor compounds produced by algae and

has developed a Monitoring Plan and best management practices (BMPs) as it pertains to the
application of aquatic pesticides. The BMPs include a preliminary site evaluation to determine if
alternatives to aquatic pesticide are available and should be implemented, and a secondary site
evaluation to ensure that environmental conditions (i.e., sunlight, temperature, wind conditions,
etc.) are appropriate for aquatic pesticide application. Appendix B includes a copy of the CCWD
Monitoring Plan and BMPs.

CCWD’s Monitoring Plan for the application of aquatic pesticides was prepared to comply with

the Interim Permit Monitoring Requirements as required by CCWD’s February 28, 2002 Aquatic
Pesticide NPDES Permit, General Permit No. CAG990003. The Central Valley and San
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Boards reviewed and approved this Monitoring
Plan under the Interim Permit.

quality assurance, evaluation of alternative control methods, and best management practices.
Tables 1 and 2 characterize the locations where CCWD intends to apply copper-based aquatic

pesticides.
TABLE 1
CHARACTERISTICS OF CONTRA COSTA CANAL
Pumping
Unlined Pumping Plant 1 to Plant 4 to Ygnacio
Canal* Pamping Plant 4 Section 10 Loop Canal Canal
Mile Post Otod 4t07.1 7.1t026.5 26.5t047.6 Oto52
Length 4 miles 3.1 miles 19.4miles  21.0lmiles 5.2 miles
Maximum flow 328 cfs 350 cfs 19010320cfs 22to172cfs  9to30cfs
Maximum volume 135 AF 45 AF 209 AF 116 AF 1.6 AF
Application method Boat using Drip method Drip method  Drip method Drip
submerged using poly using poly using poly method
spray or carboy carboy carboy using poly
topical spray container container container carboy
container
Applications in 2003 Yes No Yes Yes Yes
* Only near shore treatments are made in the Unlined Canal.
cfs = cubic feet per second
Contra Costa Water District 7 ESA /203555
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TABLE 2
CHARA CTERISTICS OF CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT RESERVOIRS AND
MALLARD S1.OUGH
Contra Loma Mallard Martinez  Los Vaqueros  Mallard
Reservoir Reservoir Reservoir Reservoir Sloagh
Maximum Volume 2,500 AF 3,000 AF 270 AF 100,000 AF 100 AF
Area or Length 120 acres 206 acres 80 acres 1,500 acres  1/2 mile
Application: N/A Submerged N/A Submerged Submerged
Open Water or topical or topical or topical
Treatment spray from spray from spray from
boat boat boat
Application: Submerged or ~ Submerged Submerged or  Spray from Spray from
Near Shore topical spray or topical topical spray boat boat
Treatment from boat spray from from boat
boat
Applications in 2003 No Yes Yes No No
AF = acre feet

CCWD's evaluation of a taste and odor event is based upon microscopic evaluation, chemical
profile analysis, time of the year, temperature of the water, weather conditions, and knowledge
of how algae affect the Contra Costa Canal system and the reservoirs associated with the
conveyance system. Based on this assessment, experience and judgment is used to determine the
actions to best address the impacts of algae in the water supply system. Over time, CCWD has
greatly reduced its use of copper-based products as it has refined its methods of analysis and

application.

Under CCWD’s interim permit, CCWD has informed its major raw water customers that aquatic
pesticides are applied within its system. CCWD has explained to its customers that the basis for
the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides is the control of nuisance aquatic plant
species. CCWD has further explained that it is capable of applying these needed aquatic
pesticides without detriment to the ultimate use of the water supply.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The CCWD proposes to use existing copper-based aquatic pesticide applications in all of its raw
water facilities. This includes the Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and Contra Loma,
Mallard, Martinez and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs to control nuisance algal blooms and
macrophytes under Water Quality Order No. 2004_-__ -DWQ, Staiewide General NPDES

ESA /203355
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Permit for Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for Aquatic Weed Control in Irrigation Systems,
Drinking Water Canals and Surface Water Impoundments that are Waters of the United States.
CCWD has been applying copper-based aquatic pesticides under Water Quality Order No. 2001-
12-DWQ Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides to waters of the
United States.

Based on experience and monitoring under the interim permit, CCWD expects that its
application of copper-based aquatic pesticides will from time to time exceed the priority
pollutant criteria for copper. The SWRCB has determined that CEQA is required under this
condition. CCWD, as the CEQA lead agency, has determined that the appropriate CEQA
documentation for the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides is a MND. This document
supports CCWD inclusion as a public entity listed in the November 26, 2003 Draft General
SWRCB permit, Attachment E.

Prior to applying pesticides CCWD conducts a Flavor Profile Analysis (FPA) on the source
waters that feeds its water treatment plants to evaluate the character and intensity of tastes and
odors that may indicate taste/odor-forming algae. In addition, CCWD conducts a site inspection
to properly identify the aquatic pest and determine the appropriate pesticide to apply. This
evaluation also considers the use of treatment options to minimize or eliminate the use of aquatic
pesticides. In the case of macrophytes, these options include lowering the canal or reservoir
water levels to expose aquatic pests above the water line or the use of mechanical or physical

~ harvesting.

‘When aquatic pesticides are applied in the Contra Costa Canal, the Canal wasteway gates are-
inspected for leaks. This avoids any unintended discharges by ensuring that the wasteway gates
are leak free or maintenance is required prior to aquatic pesticide application. Applications to
the Canal are made in liquid form via a drip system from 55-gallon plastic drums. All
applications are made in secure areas behind locked gates and fenced-off areas. Applications are
either at pumping plants or checks along the Canal for maximum security. Figures 2 through 4
identify checks and pumping plants on CCWD’s taw water conveyance system.

To minimize impacts within the unlined Canal near Rock Slough and at Mallard Slough, copper-
based aquatic pesticide applications are made during low slack tide with the next tidal cycle
bringing water in toward the pumps. In both areas copper-based aquatic pesticides are applied
with flows heading toward CCWIY's raw water conveyance system and not when tides could take
the copper-based products toward open water.

CCWD applies copper-based aquatic pesticides with direct sunlight and water temperatures
above 58 degrees Fahrenheit; the pesticides are most effective these conditions. These
conditions provide for high biological activity resulting in optimal uptake of the copper by the
target organisms.

CCWD follows all the safeguards, precautions, and directions that are set forth on the
manufacturing product labels for copper-based aquatic pesticides that include Clearigate,
Cutrine-Plus, Komeen, and Nautique. Appendix C provides a copy of material safety data sheets
for the above listed copper-based aquatic pesticides.

Contra Costa Water District 9 ESA /203555
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. ‘.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Aquatic pesticides are stored in Department of Transportation (DOT) approved 55-gallon drams
at either the Bollman Water Treatment Plant adjacent to Mallard Reservoir, the CCWD District
Maintenance Yard in Concord, or the Antioch Service Center.

CCWD’s applications of copper-based aquatic pesticides are made in liquid form by:

¢ boat utilizing a submerged boorm,
e topical spray, as is done in the unlined Canal and the various reservoirs, or

e drip systems at various check points and pumping stations within the cement lined and
open Canal.

Starting in early spring of each year, the typical cycle for the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides in the unlined Contra Costa Canal (MP 0 to MP 4) is approximately once every two
weeks. A similar schedule is used in the Loop Canal and Ygnacio Canal (MP 26.6 to MP 47.55).
Application in these portions of the Canal typically continues from April through October.

CCWD’s aquatic pesticide application methods reduce potential impacts to aquatic life. For
example, applications at Mallard Reservoir are made on a spot basis with applications not to
exceed more than approximately 50 percent of the reservoir surface area at any given time.
Applications at the unlined Canal and at Contra Loma and Martinez Reservoirs are limited to
near shoreline applications, which protects aquatic habitat since pesticides are not applied in
open water.

CCWD intends to conduct monitoring consistent with the new NPDES permit. CCWD’s
Monitoring Plan will implement procedures to collect pre-treatment and post-treatment water
samples for analysis. Monitoring will be conducted consistent with the final guidelines adopted
in SWRCB Water Quality Order No. 2004_-___ and results will be reported to the SWRCB
consistent with permit requirements. Absent more specific guidelines CCWD will continue to
monitor as it has under its interim permit.

PROJECT SCHEDULE

All future application of copper-based aquatic pesticides will take place only as needed and after
CCWD has determined that this is the best alternative address aquatic pest control. Such
applications may be needed at any location within the CCWD raw water conveyance and storage
system.

In 2003, four applications of copper-based aquatic pesticides took place at Mallard Reservoir and
eight applications at Martinez Reservoir. There were no applications were made at Contra Loma
and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs. Additiopally, no application of aquatic pesticides was made at
Mallard Slough. Copper-based aquatic pesticides were applied on 14 different days in the
various sections of the unlined Canal between the Rock Slough Intake and Pumping Plant #1; no

ESA /203555
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. .1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

- applications were made between Pumping Plant #1 to Pumping Plant #4. One application was
made between Pumping Plant #1 and Milepost 26 in the lined Canal. Along the loop portion of
the Canal, applications were made seven times in the loop Canal and the Ygnacio Canal. The
loop and Ygnacio Canal are typically shut down and drained in the winter for maintenance and
cleaning to reduce the growth of aquatic pests.

REQUIRED APPROVALS

Continued application of copper-based aquatic pesticides requires obtaining a permit from the

: SWRCB as contemplated in the November 26, 2003 Draft Water Quality Order No. 2004_-_ -

' DWQ Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharge of Aquatic Pesticides for Aquatic Weed

| Control in Irrigation Systems, Drinking Water Canals, and Surface Water Impoundments that are
Waters of the United States, General Permit No. CAG
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Contra Costa Water District
Mitigated Negative Declaration




. ..0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

20 ESA /203555

Contra Costa Water District
Mitigated Negative Declaration




SECTION 2
INITIAL STUDY

This MND complies with Section 21064.5 of the CEQA and Article 6 of the CEQA Guidelines
(14 California Code of Regulations). The following Initial Study, Environmental Checklist, and
evaluation of potential environmental effects (see Section 3) were completed in accordance with
Section 15063(d) of the CEQA Guidelines to determine if the application of aquatic pesticides
(Project) could have any potentially significant effect on the physical environment, and if so,
what mitigation measures will be necessary to reduce such impacts to less-than-significant
levels.

An explanation is provided for all determinations, including the citation of sources as listed in
Section 5. A “No Impact” or a “Less-than-Significant Impact” determination indicates that the
Project will not have a significant effect on the environment for that specific environmental
category. With regard to the biological resources, water quality, and hazardous materials
categories, the Project will include specific mitigation measures (see Section 4) to reduce
potentially significant impacts to less-than-significant levels. No other environmental categories
for this evaluation were found to be potentially affected in a significant manner by the Project.

INITIAL STUDY AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1. Project Title: The Application of Copper-Based Aquatic
: Pesticides to Contra Costa Canal, Mallard
Slough, and Contra Loma, Mallard, Martinez,
and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs for Algal and

Aquatic Weed Control
2. Lead Agency Name and Address: Contra Costa Water District
P.O. Box H20
Concord, CA 94524
3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Mark Seedall (925) 688-8119
4. Project Location: Contra Costa Canal, Mallard Slough, and

Contra Loma, Matlard, Martinez, and Los
Vaqueros Reservoirs, Contra Costa County

5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: Contra Costa Water District
P.C. Box H20
Concord, CA 94524

21 ESA /203555
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. 2.0 INITIAL STUDY

6. General Plan Land Use Designation:

7. Zoning:

8. Description of Project:

9, Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:

Residential, Commercial, Industrial,
Agricultural, Open Space

N/A
See Project Description in Section 1

See Project Location in Section 1

10. Other Agencies whose Approval is Required: State Water Resoruces Control Board

Contra Costa Water District
Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected:

The environmental factors checked below will be potentially affected by the proposed Project,
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages:

[ ] Aesthetics [] Agriculture Resources [] Air Quality

| Biological Resources [ Culturai Resources [ ] Geology/Soils

[] Hazards & Hazardous Materials [_] Hydrology/Water Quality [[] Land Use/Planning

D Mineral Resources ]:] Noise |:| Population/Housing

[T Public Services [T] Recreation ] Transportation/Traffic
- [] utilities/Service Systems [[] Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by lead agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

["] Ifind that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

< Ifind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made
by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will

be prepared.

(] 1Ifind that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

[[] Ifind that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

[l 1find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b} have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

/)/)4@\4_ @ 5,@,35/6}// | TJon 1S, 2Zoo4

Signature Date

Mark A. Seedall Contra Costa Water District

Printed Name For

Ceontra Costa Water District 23 ESA /203555
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SECTION 3
EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

I.  AESTHETICS - Will the project:

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than .
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a

scenic vista? [] L] H =

b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway? 7 ] ] X

¢) Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its

surroundings? L] ] L] X

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which will adversely affect day or

nighttime views in the area? D D [:I EI
Discussion:
a) No Impact. No designated scenic vistas or state scenic highways overlook the canal,

slough, or any of the reservoirs. The closest Caltrans-designated scenic highways are
Interstate 680 and State Route 242 that interconnect on the west side of Walnut Creek.
Another major scenic resource is the extensive water and delta system of the Sacramento
River and Suisun Bay, which extends along the northern perimeter of the Contra Costa
County. Scenic ridges and hillsides and rock outcroppings are found in the Project arca.
The application of aquatic pesticides will not alter these existing scenic conditions
because no new structures will be built. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the
application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

b) No Impact. The periodic application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing
canal, slough, and reservoirs will not involve any permanent or long-term alterations to
existing visual conditions. Application will not affect any trees, rock outcroppings,
historic buildings, or other scenic resources. Chemical dosages will not affect rocks, and

2 Caltrans website, http://www.dot.ca gov/hg/LandArch/scenic/schwy4.html

BSA /203535
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1o historic buildings are present in the Project area. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated
from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides on the existing scenic resources.

c) No Impact. The periodic application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing
canal, slough, and reservoirs will not substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the Project sites and their surroundings, because the chemicals are transparent
and the reduction of algae and aquatic weeds will only improve the clarity of the water.
Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.

d) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not introduce any new source of substantial light or glare.
Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.

II. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES: In

" determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and
Site Assessment Model (1977) prepared by
the California Department of Conservation as
an optional model to use in assessing impacts
on agriculture and farmland. Will the project: Less Than

Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporation Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland

. Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-

agricultural use? 4 ] ]

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act

contract? J D D

¢) Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmiand to non-agricultural use? ] O ]

Contra Costa Water District 26 ESA /203555
Mitigated Negative Declaration

No
Impact
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Discussion:

a) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use, because the Project does not contain any agricultural resources of
operations. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based
aquatic pesticides.

b) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract. No development or acquisition of new lands will be involved.
Therefore, no lands enrolled under the Williamson Act will be impacted. Therefore, no
impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

c) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or pature, could result in the conversion of Farmland to non-
agricultural use. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-
based aquatic pesticides.

HI. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the
significance criteria established by the
applicable air quality management or air
pollution contro! district may be relied upon
to make the following determinations. Will

the project:
Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mirigation Significant No
Impact Y rai Impact Impact
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation
of the applicable air quality plan? | ] L] B

b) Violate any air quality standard or
contribute to an existing or projected air

quality violation? ] ] o 14

¢) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non-attainment
under an applicable federal or State
ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions, which exceed
quantitative thresholds for ozone

precursors)? ] 1 L] X

Contra Costa Water District 27 ESA /203555
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d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial .

€)

pollutant concentrations? ] ] L] X

Create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people? U []

Discussion:

a)

b)

d)

e)

No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not conflict or obstruct implementation of the applicable air
quality plan because aquatic pesticides are designed for use in the water and are not
gaseous in nature. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-
based aquatic pesticides.

No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially
to an existing or projected air quality violation because aquatic pesticides are designed
for use in the water and are gaseous in nature. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated
from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

No Impact. The application of coppet-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the Project re gion is non-attainment under an applicable
federal or state ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed
quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors) because aquatic pesticides are designed for
use in the water and are not gaseous in nature. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated
from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

No Impact. The periodic application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing
canal, slough, and reservoirs will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations because aquatic pesticides are designed for use in the water and are not
gaseous in nature. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-
based aquatic pesticides. '

No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number
of people because aquatic pesticides are designed for use in the water, are not gaseous in
nature, and do not have an objectionable odor. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated
from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.
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. IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Will the
project:
Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special-status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service? D L] &< D

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? ] ] X |

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on
federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption,

or other means? - ] ] 4 ]

d) Interfere substantially with the movement
of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery

sites? ] ] = ]

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance? L] [] ] <]

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Conservation Community Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat

conservation plan? _ L] ] ] X
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Discussion:

a)

Less-than-significant Impact. The Project will involve the periodic application of
copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal, slough, and reservoirs. Several
federal and state-listed candidate, sensitive, or special-status species are known to exist
in terrestrial areas adjacent to the Project sites. These species include: California tiger
salamander (Ambystoma californiense), California red-legged frog (Rana aurora
draytonii), California clapper rail (Rallus longirostris obsoletus), California black rail
(Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus), California least tern (Sterna antillarum browni),
salt marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys raviventris), San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes
macrotus mutica), Alameda whipsnake (Masticophis lateralis euryxanthus), giant garter
snake (Thamnophis gigas), longhom fairy shrimp (Branchinecta longiantenna), Lange’s
metalmark butterfly (Apodemia mormo langei), large-flowered fiddleneck (Amsinckia
grandiflora), alkali milkvetch (Astragalus tener var. tener), soft bird’s-beak
(Cordylanthus mollis ssp. mollis), Mt. Diablo bird’s beak (Cordylanthus nidularius),
Contra Costa wallflower (Erysimum capitatum ssp. angustatum), Contra Costa goldfields
(Lasthenia conjugens), Mason’s lilacopsis (Lilaeopsis masonii), Antioch Dunes evening-
primrose (Qenothera deltoids ssp. howellii), and rock sanicle (Sanicula saxatilis).
Several of these species are proposed for management under the East Contra Costa
County Habitat Conservation Plan and Natural Community Conservation Plan.

The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal, slough, and
reservoirs will not affect habitat for these species. No copper-based aquatic pesticides
will be dispersed within terrestrial habitat areas. Therefore, terrestrial species will not be

impacted by the Project.

Of the four reservoirs, only Contra Loma and Los Vaqueros Reservoirs support a
recreational fishery. Game species found in Los Vaqueros and Contra Loma Reservoirs
include redear sunfish (Lepomis microlophus), largemouth bass (Micropterus
salmoides), green sunfish (Lepomis cyanellus), channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus),
bullhead catfish (Ameirus natalis), striped bass (Menidia audens), bluegill (Lepornis
macrochirus), rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and kokanee salmon
(Oncorhynchus nerka). None of these species are listed or fully protected species.
Many of these fish are planted for the purposes of recreation and are not resident
populations.

Sampling for fish entrainment was conducted at the Contra Costa Canal Headworks
(Rock Slough Intake)3 from January through December 2003 using sieve nets. Species
collected at the headworks included prickly sculpin (Cottus asper), inland sitverside
(Menidia beryllina), rainwater killifish {Lucania parva), channel catfish, threadfin shad
(Dorosoma petenense), and bluegill. None of these species are listed or fully protected
species.

Sampling was also conducted at the Old River Fish Screen Facility during 2003.4
Species collected at the fish screen facility included bigscale logperch {(Percina

3 Tenera Environmental, 2003a.
4 Tenera Environmental, 2003b.
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b)

macrolepida), prickly sculpin, bluegill, Shimofuri goby (Tridentiger bifasciatus),
yellowfin goby (Acanthogobius flavimanus), channel catfish, stripped bass, threadfin
shad, redear sunfish, inland silverside, and largemouth bass. None of these species are
listed or fully protected species. Aquatic pesticides have never been applied by CCWD
at the Old River Intake. CCWD does not intend to apply such pesticides at the Old River
Intake.

Special-status species that may occur near the Rock Slough intake to Contra Costa Canal
include Central Valley spring-run chinook salmon (Oncorhiynchus tshawtscha), green
sturgeon (Acipenser medirostris), Central Valley fall/late fall-run chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytsch), Central Valley steethead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and delta
smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus). None of these species was collected during the 2003
monthly samplings.

Copper-based pesticides have been used to treat the Contra Costa Canal and Martinez,
Contra Loma, and Mallard Reservoirs to control algae and aquatic weeds under CCWD’s
Integrated Pest Management Program.3 (refer to Appendix A). Despite such use, no
adverse impacts to the fish and benthic organism populations present within this
reservoir have been identified.

In 2003, copper-based pesticides were applied four times in Mallard Reservoir (June 27
and 30, August 29, and September 4) and eight near shore treatments in Martinez
Reservoir (June 18, 19, and 26; July 11 and 17; August 8, 21, and 28). Contra Loma and
Los Vaqueros Reservoirs were not treated. Fourteen near shore treatments were applied
to various sections of the unlined Canal from the Rock Slough Intake to Pumping Plant 1
(April 17 and 18; May 15, 16, and 17; July 14, 15, and 16; August 11, 12, and 13;
September 8, 9, and 10). There were no fish kills noted during any of these treatments.

Application of copper-based pesticides in specific areas of the reservoir allows fish to
avoid the application sites. While temporary impacts to these species may occur during
pesticide application, the Project’s impacts will be less than significant.

Less-than-significant Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to
the existing canal, slough, and reservoirs will not have a substantial adverse effect on
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The application of aquatic pesticides will be implemented
entirely within the open water of the existing Project facilities and will not disturb any
upland habitat adjacent to the Project areas. The elimination of nuisance algae and
aquatic weeds creates a more favorable habitat for native species to thrive.

Less-than-significant Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to
the existing canal, slough, and reservoirs will not have a substantial adverse effect on
federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal,
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means. Aquatic pesticides are designed for

5 Contra Costa Water District, 2003.
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use in the water and do not cause nor require the removal, filling, or hydrological
interruption of any such wetland protected by Section 404.

d Less-than-significant Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to
the existing canal, slough, and reservoirs will not interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native species or
with established native resident or migratory corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites. Aquatic pesticides are applied to only the perimeter or a portion
of a reservoir to support fish migration to the untreated portion. The impact will be
considered less than significant.

e) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance, because the Project
will consist of applying aquatic pesticides to open surface water. Therefore, no impacts
are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

f) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will be conducted entirely within open water, outside of upland
habitat, and will not affect any Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan.
The East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservation Plan and Natural Community
Conservation Plan (Plan) has yet to be finalized. CCWD’s careful use and monitoring
plan associated with aquatic pesticides ensures that it will not impact upland habitat.
Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - Will the

project:
Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
_Impact  Incorporation  _Impget  Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as

defined in §15064.57 | | OJ X

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a unique archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5? M d O <

¢) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource of site or unique

geologic feature? L] ] _ l X
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. d} Disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of formal

cemeteries? D D [] =

Discussion:

a,b) NoImpact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical or archaeological resource as defined in §15064.5, because the Project will be
implemented entirely within the open water and will include no elements that will alter
or otherwise disturb any known historical or archaeological resource. Therefore, no
impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

c) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature, because the Project will be implemented
entirely within the open water of CCWD’s water supply system and will include no
elements that will alter or otherwise disturb any known paleontological resource.
Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.

d) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries because the Project will be implemented entirely within the
open water and will include no elements that will alter or otherwise disturb any known
human remains. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-
based aquatic pesticides.

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Will the project:

Less Than

Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No

Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a) Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 1 ] ] X

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault,
as delineated on the most recent
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?

1O
[
L]
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iii) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

RN
o
O
D4 X

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the

c)

X

loss of topsoil? ] O Ll

Be located on strata or soil that is
unstable, or that will become unstable as a
result of the Project, and potentially result
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or

collapse? D D D B

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in

e)

Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building
Code, creating substantial risks to life or

property? Il O U X

Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative wastewater disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the

disposal of wastewater? ] D L] X

Discussion:

a)

b)

No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: Rupture of 2
known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault. The application of aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not cause strong seismic ground shaking; seismic-related
ground failure, including liquefaction; and landslides. The use of aquatic pesticides is
designed to help sustain water quality by maintaining the water supply delivery systems
and such systems are already constructed and have not caused seismic events.
Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic
pesticides.

No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil
because the use of aquatic pesticides is designed to help sustain water quality by
maintaining the water supply delivery systems and such systerns properly maintained
will not affect erosion. Therefore, po impacts are anticipated from the application of
copper-based aquatic pesticides.
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- c) No Impact. The application of copper-based aguatic pesticides to the existing canal,
slough, and reservoirs will not be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that will become unstable as a result of the Project, and potentially result in on- or off-
site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse because the use of
aquatic pesticides is designed to help sustain water quality by maintaining the water
supply delivery systems and such systems properly maintained will not affect these
factors. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper -based
aquatic pesticides.

d) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to existing canal, slough,
and reservoirs will not be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property because the
use of aquatic pesticides is designed to help sustain water quality by maintaining the
water supply delivery systems and such systems are covered under the Uniform Building
Code (1994). Therefore, no impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based
aquatic pesticides.

e) No Impact. The application of copper-based aquatic pesticides to existing canal, slough,
and reservoirs will not have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater because the use of aquatic pesticides is designed to help sustain
water quality by maintaining the water supply delivery systems and such systems are not
located near septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. Therefore, no
impacts are anticipated from the application of copper-based aquatic pesticides.

VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS — Will the project:

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous

materials? [ < ] D _

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment? ] X 1 ]

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter
. mile of an existing or proposed school? ] X i il
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d)

e)

g)

h)

Be located on a site which is included on
a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, will it
create a significant hazard to the public or

the environment? D D D &

For a project located within an airport
land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, will
the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project

area? D @ D D

For a project within the vicinity of a

private airstrip, will the project resultin a

safety hazard for people residing or

working in the project area? O X O ]

Impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation

plan? L] [] Ol X

Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas
or where residences are intermixed with

wildlands? U (] [] X

Discussion:

a,b)

Less-than-significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporation. The application of
copper-based aquatic pesticides to existing canal, slough, and reservoirs could create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials or may create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment. However, such hazards will be
substantially mitigated. Mitigation for the safe transport of aquatic pesticides includes
regular inspection of chemical transport vehicles, and the use of Department of
Transportation approved containers and allowable container thresholds. The copper-
based pesticides are regulated as hazardous material. Acute exposure to humans can
cause eye, skin, and respiratory irritation, and can be harmful if swallowed.5 The
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for the copper-based aquatic pesticides are
included in Appendix C. Use of these materials creates a potential for spills that could

6 Material Safety Data Sheets for Clearigate, Cutrine-Plus, Komeen, and Nautique.
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affect worker safety and the environment. Spills could occur at the storage sites, during
transport to the application sites, or during application.

Exposure to spills could affect humans and the environment. CCWD’s Best
Management Practices” in the Integrated Pest Management Program set forth policy,
requirements, and responsibilities for evaluation, handling, storage, disposal, transport,
and source reduction of hazardous waste. Mitigation for the safe use of aquatic
pesticides includes: annual pesticide use training, pesticide prescription by a licensed
Pest Control Advisor, and pesticide application by a Qualified Applicator; following
information provided from product labels and laws and recommendations. Empty
containers are properly disposed or recycled consistent with the Department of Pesticide
Regulation laws and regulations.

Mitigation Measures

To ensure worker safety protection, CCWD requires handlers of copper-based aquatic pesticides
to undergo training specific to the application process. CCWD also requires workers to wear
personal protective equipment for handling the pesticides. CCWD requires that applications of
copper-based aquatic pesticides be conducted in a manner consistent with the product labeling.
Finally, CCWD complies with the recommendation on the MSDSs for worker protection to
minimize potential for exposure to the pesticides.

With implementation of the following proposed mitigation measures, the potential to create a
significant hazard to the public or to the environment will be reduced to a less-than-significant

impact:

HAZ-1 Only approved “least toxic” pesticides will be used to minimize the overall risk to
the applicator and impact to the environment. Prior to pesticide use, the site will
be evaluated for spot treatment, and if appropriate, spot treatment will be used to
minimize pesticide use. Least toxic pesticides will be applied at the appropriate
time and under prerequisite weather conditions to maximize their effectiveness on
the target species.

HAZ-2 All chemical product label instructions will be strictly followed, including utilizing
the personal protective equipment recommended by the manufacturer of the
product.

HAZ-3 CCWD shall comply with the recommendations provided on the Material Safety

Data Sheet (MSDS) applicable to the specific aquatic pesticide product to be used.

HAZ-4 Personnel who apply aquatic pesticides shall be trained in CCWD’s general
Integrated Pest Management practices, the safe use of pesticides and proper
inspection of applicator equipment to prevent accidental pesticide leaks, spills,
and potential hazards to applicators and the environment. Each work unit shall
maintain records of who received the training for at least three years. New
employees shall not apply pesticides until they have received the appropriate

7 Contra Costa Water District, 2002.
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