Once Through Cooling
Deadline: 9/15/06 5pm

California Council for
Environmental and
Economic Balance

' Septemb‘er. 15,2006

Song Her, Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street '
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: CCEEB Comment Letter ~ Proposed Statewide Policy for
Once-Through Cooling :

Dear Song Her,

The California Counci! for Environmental and Economic Balance (CCEEB)
is a non-partisan, non-profit organization of business, labor and community
leaders that seeks to achieve the State’s environmental goals in a manner
consistent with a sound economy. On behalf of CCEEB I want to thank the
State Water Resources Control Board (the board) for this opportunity to
submit comments regarding the staff”s “Proposed Statewide Policy on Clean
Water Act 316 (b) Regulations” (Proposed Policy / Scoping Document).

CCEER’s membership includes most of the compantes that represent the
owners of the power generating facilities that utilize once through cooling
(*OTC”) systems and that are affected by this proposed policy. These
companies, including SCE, LADWP, NRG, LS Power, PG&E, Mirant and
Reliant are submitting detailed comments. In addition, EPR¥/Tenera are also
submitting detaited comments. Rather than duplicate these detailed
comments in this letter, CCEER incorporates the comments and concerns
subinitted by the above named entities by reference.

The summative comments of this Ietter are submitted in compliance with the
board’s extended deadline of September 15®, The board is likely aware that
the expected ruling in Surfrider Foundation et al. v. EPA addressing the
Phase [I Rule has not yet been issued. Since the outcome of that case will
impact various aspects of the Proposed Policy and will likely become the
basis for additional comments, CCEEB suggests that the board anticipate this
event and allow extended public comment for a reasonable period after the
opinion is issued. ' :
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impacts and consistency of the Proposed Policy with AB 32, impacts to the California
and western states’ electrical grid efc.

USEPA diligently studied these issues for many years; surely the board can invest the
time required to fully grasp the implications of the current policy path proposed by this
Proposed Policy and Scoping Document. The single workshop on the Scoping Document
on July 31% just scratched the surface of the rainbow of issues that needs to be
individually identified and completely understood before action is taken on a state policy
at odds with the federal Rule. Each element of concern expressed by these comments
needs to be thoroughly examined and understood in light of the best interest of the state
and its environmental and economic resources.

CCEEB appreciates this opportunity to comment on the Proposed Policy and Scoping
Document. If you have questions or would like to discuss these comments in greater
detail please contact me at 916-444-7337. Thank you for considering CCEEB’s
concerns,

Sincerely,

Gt

Robert W. Lucas

cc: Chair and Members of the State Water Resources Control Board
Celeste Cantu, Executive Director, SWRCB
Susan Kennedy, Chief of Staff, Office of The Governor
Brian Prusnek, Deputy Cabinet Secretary, Office of The Governor
Linda Adams, Secretary, Environmental Protection Agency
Dan Skopec, Undersecretary, Environmental Protection Agency
Mike Chrisman, Secretary, Resources Agency
Michael Peevey, Chair, Public Utilities Commission
Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, Chair, Energy Commission
Karen Edson, Vice President for External Affairs, ISO
Mary McDonald, Director of State Affairs, ISO
Victor Weisser, President, CCEEB
John Grattan, Counse!l and Consultant, CCEEB
Jackson Gualco, Consultant, CCEEB




