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June 13, 2012 

 
State Water Resources Control Board 

Division of Water Quality 
1001 I Street, 15th Floor 

P.O. Box 2231 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

 
Dear State Water Resources Control Board Members, 

 
SUBJECT: Comments Regarding On June 5, 2012 Proposed Policy, 

Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation 
and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 

 
Sacramento County Environmental Management Department (SCEMD) has reviewed the 
June 5, 2012 proposed Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation, and 
Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS Policy). We are concerned 
about of the revision of section 9.4.9.  Section 9.4 in general lists elements that are 
prohibited from being included in a Local Area Management Plan.  Section 9.4.9 prohibits: 
 

“Installation of new or replacement OWTS where public sewer is available. The public 

sewer may be considered as not available when such public sewer or any building or 

exterior drainage facility connected thereto is located more than 200 feet from any 

proposed building or exterior drainage facility on any lot or premises that abuts and is 

served by such public sewer.”  
 
Note that “Replacement OWTS” is defined in the Policy as: 
 

Replacement OWTS” means an OWTS that has its treatment capacity expanded, or its 

dispersal system replaced or added onto, after the effective date of this Policy.” 
 
As written this definition includes activities that our agency considers to be “repairs”, e.g. 
the drilling of additional seepage pits to replace those that are no longer functioning.  The 
prohibition of “replacement” OWTS within 200 feet of a public sewer will cause extreme 
financial distress to some residents of Sacramento County.   For example, Mr. Collin Wick 
of 8825 Gerber Road, Sacramento has lived on a six acre parcel since 1955; he obtains 
water from a public water system.   Mr. Wick is 90 years old and living on a fixed income.  
When he recently needed to replace three seepage pits, he was initially informed by SASD 
that he would be required to connect to the public sewer.  The cost of doing so would have 
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been in excess of $50,000 (fifty thousand): a $35,000 sewer connection fee and a $17,000 
plumbing estimate to run a line with a lift pump from his house to the property line.  After 
consulting with the sewer agency and EMD, Mr. Wick was allowed to repair his now 
functioning system (at a cost of $9,000).  Mr. Wick told EMD he wanted to testify at the 
Policy adoption hearing but was unable to travel.   
 
The decision whether or not to allow a repair when a septic system is within 200 feet of a 
sewer line should be left up to the sewer district (in our case, The Sacramento Area Sewer 
District) and the local agency.  Note that that the California Plumbing Code, Section 713.4 
states: 
 

“The choice of when a sewer is considered as not being available is to be determined by 

the Authority Having Jurisdiction because of geographic diversity and cost. Local 
conditions could present challenges so that a set distance would not be appropriate or 
cost effective.” 

 

SCEMD’s understanding of the Board’s intent is that the decision to allow a repair or 
require a sewer connection is one most appropriately made by local agencies, and that it 
was not the Board’s intent to prevent such repairs when local agencies are in agreement.   
The previous policy version reflected that intent by only prohibiting the installation of new 
OWTS within 200’ of a public sewer, and we are left wondering why this has changed in 
the June 5, 2012 version.   Therefore, EMD recommends eliminating “replacement” from 
section 9.4.9, or revising the definition of “Replacement OWTS” to say: 
 
““Replacement OWTS” means an OWTS that has had its treatment capacity expanded or 
its dispersal system added onto, after the effective date of this policy.”  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  I may be reached by telephone at 
(916) 875-8506 or by e-mail at marcusb@saccounty.net if you have any questions 
regarding these comments. 
 
Sincerely  
 

 
 
Barry Marcus, P.G. 
Supervising Environmental Specialist 
Sacramento County Environmental Management Department  
 
cc: Darrin Polhemus, SWRCB 
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