
              
 

   

May 4, 2012 

 

Thomas Howard 

Executive Director 

State Water Resource Control Board 

1001 I Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Sent via Electronic Mail 

 

Re: Comment letter – Final Draft OWTS Policy  

 

Dear Sir,  

 

These comments are submitted on behalf of California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, Clean 

Water Action and the Community Water Center.  We are a group of nonprofit organizations 

concerned about the impacts of groundwater contamination on rural communities and the 

environment.  Many of the communities we work with are dependent upon septic systems, so we 

are fully aware of the need for a flexible policy that protects both water quality and affordability.  

These communities also rely upon groundwater for their drinking water supply, a supply that is 

increasingly impacted by nitrate contamination.  Our concern is that contamination created by  

 

We continue to have the following concerns about the policy as drafted; 

 While we fully support the directives to protect groundwater quality in Sections 6.2.2 and 

11.4, the lack of any requirement to test the water quality of domestic wells located near 

septic systems undermines the value of these provisions.  Members of the public will 

continue to be unknowingly exposed to pathogens and nutrients from failing or inadequate 

septic systems.     

 The five-year implementation window for this policy is not health protective.  

  Section 14.0 identifies financial assistance through the State Water Boards’ Clean Water 

State Revolving Fund (CWSRF), funneled through local agencies as loans, as a means to 

assist private property owners with compliance.  Unfortunately, the CWSRF has had 

limited experience or success in such financing, nor is this program identified or described 

in the 2011/2012 Intended Use Plan for the Fund.   

 

Some of these concerns can be addressed through implementation of the policy.  We recommend 

that, as part of the resolution adopting this policy, the Board direct staff to take the following 

immediate actions; 

 Use data that is currently available or that will soon become available through the GAMA 

program and other sources to identify communities and residents potentially at risk from 

septic contamination; 
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 Work with Regional Boards and counties to develop a voluntary domestic well testing 

program in identified at-risk areas; 

 Ensure that programs are in place to help residents in need of financial assistance access 

safe drinking water; 

 Develop usable funding sources to assist homeowners in repairing and replacing failing or 

inadequate systems.  In particular, the Board should direct that the development of a 

program through the CWSRF as described in Section 14.0.  The program should also 

identify a funding source for low-income septic owners. 

 Development of a technical assistance program, funded through SRF or Cleanup and 

Abatement funds, in partnership with Local Agencies that provides information as well as 

direct technical assistance to Tier 3 and Tier 4 systems. 

 

These actions can be taken relatively quickly, and need not be part of the 5-year implementation 

process.  We urge that the Board take these proactive steps to assist residents and protect 

drinking water sources. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Esmeralda Soria 

California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 

 

 
Laurel Firestone 

Co-Executive Director and Attorney at Law 

Community Water Center 

 

 

 

 
Jennifer Clary 

Water Policy Analyst 

Clean Water Action 
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