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1001 “I"* Street

Sacramento, California 95814

Submitted via email: jmascial@waterboards.ca. eov

SUBJECT: Comment Letter - OWTS Policy, Dated June 5, 2012

Dear Ms. Mascia:

On behalf of the Sacramento Area Sewer District (SASD), we are providing
comments to the Proposed Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Policy
(OWTS) dated June 5, 2012.

SASD provides wastewater collection service to 1.1 million residents
throughout the greater Sacramento area. There are approximately 20,000
onsite septic systems in Sacramento County, of which approximately 3,800 are
within SASD’s service area. SASD takes its mission seriously in protecting the
public health and the environment. To the extent possible, SASD, along with
other Sacramento County agencies, continue to facilitate conversion of septic
systems to public sewer collection systems when economically and
environmentally practicable.

SASD’s primary concern with the OWTS Policy is related to a recent
significant change regarding the prohibition of the replacement of Tier 2
OWTS where public sewer is available based solely on a set distance of 200-
feet. This recent change conflicts with the current California Plumbing Code as
detailed below.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO THE DRAFT OWTS POLICY

The Policy states for Tier 2-Local Agency OWTS Management Program, Page
36:

Section 9.4: “The following are not allowed to be inelnded authorized in a
Local Agency Management Program:"”

Section 9.4.9 “Installation of new or replacement OWTS where public sewer is
available. The public sewer may be considered as not available when such
public sewer or any building or exterior drainage facility connected thereto is
located more than 200 feet from any proposed building or exterior drainage

facility on any lot or premises that abuts and is served by such public sewer.”
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SASD Comment No. 1:

SASD suggested edits for Section 9.4.9 are shown in red below

9.4.9 Installation of new or replacement OWTS where public sewer is available. The public sewer
may be considered as not available when such public sewer or any building or exterior drainage
Jacility connected thereto is located more than 200 feet from any proposed building or exterior
drainage facility on any lot or premises that abuts and is served by such public sewer. For
residential occupancies, the public sewer may be considered as not being available by the
Authority having jurisdiction.” [Note that the requested added language is indicated in red.]

Discussion:

For Tier 2 systems the Policy should allow local jurisdictional agencies to determine when a public
sewer is not physically accessible, feasible or otherwise practicable for use. Local conditions often
present challenges in connecting to public sewer systems. The reliance on a set distance as the sole
guideline for determination of availability of a public sewer is inadequate as a single determining
factor.

This requested change is in accordance with the recently adopted 2010 California Plumbing Code
amendment which adds an exception to Section 713.4 that states: “For residential occupancies, the
public sewer may be considered as not being available by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.”

SASD appreciates your consideration of our comments as we consider these to be significant
comments that would require correction prior to finalizing the Policy. We encourage you to ensure
that all mandated requirements have an equal corresponding environmental benefit. If you have
questions or comments regarding the items above, please feel free to contact Nanette Bailey at
(916) 876-4003 or BaileyN(@sacsewer.com.

Sincerely,
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Terrie Mitchell
Manager, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs
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