
May 4, 2012 
 
Attention: Jeanine Townsend 
 
RE: OWTS Policy 
 

To State Water Resources Control Board: 
 

On April 23, 2012, I received an email regarding the final draft of the OWTS Policy. There are many issues I have with this policy and also the 
process of dissemination of information: 
 

 My first concern is that had I not been a member of the Inter Canyon League (ICL) in Silverado, I would not have received notification of this 
at all.  A State Water Resources Control Board Notice of Availability of Draft Documents and Notice of Staff Workshop, State Water Board 
Hearing and Adoption Meeting document states that there will be a 45-day public review and comment period with the deadline of May 4th. 
How is receiving this on April 23rd, and due, May 4th a 45 day review and comment period? What about all the other residents who are not 
ICL members and have NO IDEA this is going on therefore, have NO OPPORTUNITY to review and comment on this VERY DISTURBING 
INFORMATION. The aforementioned document also states that on September 20, 2011, staff released a public draft of the OWTS Policy. 
Who was this released to? As a resident of Silverado, I NEVER RECEIVED ANYTHING. With such a huge issue at hand, shouldn’t all residents 
of Silverado been notified through the mail? YES WE SHOULD HAVE. That would have been the MOST RESPONSIBLE method of 
dissemination of this information; after all, it is “OUR LIVES” that will be affected should this policy be adopted. 

 

 My second concern, and of course the MOST IMPORTANT is the actual possibility of the adoption of this policy. After reviewing it, I do not 
see how it is PERCEIVED that this policy is something that could even conceivably be considered a FEASIBLE or VIABLE option to the stated 
issue of pathogens in Silverado Creek. 
 

 I can only imagine that those who are proposing this policy have BEEN TO OUR AREA, although it makes me WONDER, because if they had, 
they would know, that adopting such a policy is NOT EVEN A FEASIBLE OPTION to the issue at hand. They would have seen that the majority 
of the residents, who are considered Tier 3, don’t even have the 600 ft. away from the creek on their property with which to install a new 
septic system. What will be done to the people who cannot possibly comply even if they wanted to? Will the state decide that these people 
will then have to lose their homes and be displaced? What about the elderly or the 100% disabled residents who are on fixed incomes who 
could not possibly even afford a new septic system. What about individuals, who in this economy have found themselves unemployed and 
are just struggling to survive? In this day and age, when so many are struggling to keep their homes and live the “American Dream,” to 
demand these changes, would be SUCH A HARDSHIP to say the least for all, and many would absolutely not be able to handle it. 
 

 PLEASE STOP further consideration of adopting this OWTS policy.  These are HUMAN LIVES we are talking about and who would be 
devastating affected by this. I CANNOT imagine that those who are proposing this policy are heartless! 
 

Signed: A resident of Silverado in disbelief……. 

staff
Highlight

staff
Highlight

staff
Text Box
       #80

staff
Callout
  2 

staff
Callout
  3 

staff
Callout
  1 

Staff
Highlight

Staff
Highlight

Staff
Highlight

staff
Callout
  4 

staff
Callout
 5 

Staff
Highlight

staff
Callout
  6 

Staff
Highlight

Staff
Highlight




