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~ DearMs. _TGWII'_S'end’:_ |

~Basin.

(WET) program and -str_o-n_'g-ly'-_supp_grts‘ the use of WET testing 'as'_a tool for

within the State of California.

FEST _FRE'QU‘ENCY

Ogg's staff reportin Issue 2C:

As per _ouﬁ'_ﬁasin' plan, the COF has the ‘ability to d-i-séhatﬁge'_into- the. Salt

six and a half months. The prbpds_ed_pol-icy would requireus 'to_:"f'[f{imd]_ up

‘would require us to take an additional test.

- some instances, lowering the riumber of tests that need to be taken.
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. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the State Water Resources Coiitrol Board's {SWRCE)
- preliminary draft Policy for Whole Effluent Toxicity {WET) Assessment and Control (Policy)- The
City of Ferndale(COF) is a Victorian town located just-off the coast approximately 20 miiles south of.
_ Eureka where 'We-.diScharg’e”ijﬁtd -the;SaIt_- River, a tributary of the Eel River. We have a firm -
" commitment to water quality on the North Coast as substantiated by the fact that the City is in the
process ‘of spending $9 ‘million constructing the first tertiary. '_treatment-f_acil_ity- in the Ee} River

. The City. supports the -eﬁectivé and appropriate impl’erﬁentati'_an of the Whole Efﬂuent Toxicity'

supplementing current’

protocols. to address uncertainties associated with water. chemistry: monitofing 4nd- biological

'asséSSme-nts.-The.'COF-has conferred with other Jocal agencies. and organizations on this issue and-

we share many of the same CONEerns and comments. The subsequent comuments and questions are
submitted for consideration’ with the “intent to improve: the implementation of toxicity test
‘provisions designed to assess. the water quality of surface waters, ericlosed bays, and estuaries

" The COF is permitted as 2 r_n.i-n'o'_f_‘.'n_ori'-cqntiriuou-s"_di_sC- arger. The:policy states on page 55 of Brian
_ Ogg's's __ _ ;Monit‘orin’g‘_l_?i_'equgn_'cy-,-"’Faéil_it-ie_s‘__tha_t-na.n»cmﬁnuausbr-dr’sch‘arge at -
-a fate IQSS'.fhan-'-ane_!m;ﬂﬁan gallons per day would be obligated to conduct:one toxici ty test.per three

_ 'mqn'th’ 'd:f_scharg'e-p'er_-_i('_a'_d_;'_(rqu nding up. wh enever the discharge period is not a multiple of th ree)”

River from October. st

7 '-thrqugh 'MaY-.lSF_f'-§=Wh=ile- this time period is seven and a haif months in duration, historical data
shows that in some cases the COF dfq;e'_sn’ft-.always use that entire pertod. Moderate weather in the
fall has sometim-es-al'lode us to keep from discharging ﬁ_r'_x‘t'_i_l-th-e first of November, which would be

whenever the discharge

period. is not a multiple of three, which' in our c'ase.WO.ul-'d:rbfe-_-fr_om 6 % months.to- 9 months and ~°
~would rec : an: onal t ThE_C_OF'WQuid ask that if this policy is implemented the B
‘State Water ;3oard'.wculci-'consider situations like this and 'ma_l_{_e_':pif'c_)vi-sions to-“round down” in- "

.Ca - US




S ._.accaun;'_fd;:a_-pcs-s}i-b;e_bad--'sgm'p'ﬁpg.peﬁgd.

“TEST PROCEDURE; | | o o o
We ask that .yofu-'con_sider whether to require Chronic testing or A.c.u__te._'tes__tiq g but not the provision
to require both tests. Other concerns in this area.pertain- to’species. Many. facilities have already
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n o'u:f.lzota_l'are'a;We'havé--litﬂ'é'-'_co-‘nc_s;'industfia_l-d_‘ts'c_harge:i‘-’glative tdthé_.lérgez% ﬁmnit:ip_a'litie's across B

~the state’and we feel this policy doesnot addressthe "ho.'x_/gf'_,._.‘_whEn"_and.-fwhere"rb'u;t takes more of a - S

- eystDo It approach.
FISCAL ISSUES: _ L SR T
More: tests mean. more money. And with the economy in the shape that it’s in, this will be
 detrimental to our small City. In 2009 we completed the third year of a three-year, tiered program
| 1o-raise sewer-rates. This was donie mainly for the pur_p_o_s'__e:'_bf'_.h'avin'g_the‘ available funds to pay for
~and operate our new facility. | T o |

This poki_-cy_ m'n'_'hé_lﬁe._a hﬁge_-fi:é;éal.;imp act'on small commiinities. The City c_j.f_-Eerﬁdéle' alone will see '

" our WET testing costs go fromless than 1% of our budget increasing as much as 200% for routine
tests and could increase another 1200% if there are failed tests. Additionany, there are plants that

have. spent considerable money for studies that allow them to use cor trol water rather than G

* receiving watér-.due 10 the adverse conditions of their receiving waters and they will be going = - s

backwards in ’_c_he'_ir. .pr'ogress'_and._u_ndou’bted_ly will be setupto fail.

ETHICAL ISSUES _ _ S

The Environmental Laboeratory Accredjtation Program (ELAP) teaches prospective technicians that
“you shouldn't take a gample that you don't reasonably believe is 'reliresentétive_ of the respective
_ sys_tem"_i.'i"hi_s' proposed policy tells our operators and tectinicians to do just the opposite. The State. -
Board has:the authority to suspend _l'ic-e_ns'es ot take them away for. gperators: that fail to-use their .

* “best. pr_ofés_,__sio_hal _'juglgmefr__at’.”.-_ “We feel that this policy takes: that judgment -away from our
ope_r_at’ors. ' o - T ' : S _

The City.is apprehensive about this Policy and is concerned that it will result in the imposi-tion- of
= 'teﬂuireme_ntsj_that are more stringent than:necessary to com.ply.'withjthe_ Clean Water Act. In some
cases, this may constitute an 'unfund'ed.man_dat_e in: an especially difficult economic tme for the
Seate and local agencies. Becai_x's_-éof'_th'e concerns listed, the City respectfully requests the SWRCB to.

consider these issues and work with the regulated community to find an effective use of TST asa
tool.in conjunction with other 'éffe.ct'_ivé.ttiXiCity-measurén‘_i_entto'cls, In particular; the City requests
that the SWRCB clarify .h’ow_v_iqi'a_tibn’s. will be interpreted.and ‘reconsider the expiration of Water
Boards granting comipliance schedules. The City looks forward to working with the State Water
Board to develop the most appropriate means to attain water guality staridards. If you have any
‘questions regarding this letter, please do not lesitate to contact our Chief Plant Operator, Doug:’
Culbert at 707-786-4224 or chi fop | ' '

efoperator ciferndale.ca.us.
File: - WWTP

S . Correspondence
Copy: - City Manager
" Chief Plant Opertor s
LisaBernard, WQCB
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534 Main Street * P.0. Box 1095 « Ferndale CA 95536
Lo Phone 707-786-4224 * Fax 707-786-9314 -
o \_N-gbpage_ ht :f!c_:ij.femda_ie,ca;u_s‘;"E‘mai! ci'_mana er@gci ferndaleica.us







