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Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 “I” Street, 24th Floor _ UTNE
Sacramento, CA 95814 SWRCB EXEC

By E-mail: commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov
RE: Comment Letter — Preliminary Draft Construction General Permit
Dear Ms. Her:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the reissuance of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Construction Activities
(Construction General Permit). This Construction General Permit does not procedurally apply to
storm water discharges from Department projects, as those issues are covered in the Caltrans
Storm Water Permit. However, the Caltrans permit requires compliance with the substantive
provisions of the Construction General Permit, and as such, the Department has a strong interest
[in its reissuance. As a major consumer of construction services, the Department is concerned
about increased costs and potential delays to construction that may result from the adoptlon of -
this preliminary draft permit.

The Department offers a number of comments described in detail in the attachment. One concem
is the introduction of major changes to the way construction projects are managed without first
demonstrating how these same problems are not adequately addressed by the current general
permit. A second concern focuses on the ability of construction sites, in compliance with the
current permit, to comply with the proposed permit. This may mean additional treatment will
need to be built to address pH, turbidity, and other constituents to achieve discharge
concentrations without demonstrating a clear benefit to water quality vis-a-vis the risk to water
quality.

The following enclosure contains our points of concern about the Preliminary Draft Construction
General Permit. We hope these comments are helpful. If you have any questions, please call me
at (916) 653-4446, or Keith Jones of my staff at (916) 653-4947.

Sincerely, }
Y - ..

G. SCOTT McBOWEN
Chief Environmental Engineer
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Compliance of Construction Sites with Typical CTR & Bacteria WQS

Constituent Typical Receiving Water CT Construction Sites
Standards : B
1-hour average | 4-day average 1998 - 1999 2000 —2001
Copper, diss. 13 9 <2125 1.8-30
ug/l
Lead, diss ug/I 65 2.5 - <0.5-15 <1-37
REC-1 (Water Contact Recreation)
Fecal Coliform | <200 log mean <400 90"
MPN/100 ml RECI percentile Jeh i D
Total Coliform . No sample > :
MPN/100 ml Median < 240 10,000 2 270,000 NM

Copper, lead assumes hardness = 100 mg/l as CaCO3

Dioxin is also ubiquitous in storm water runoff and, if measured, will potentially constitute and
significant exceedance problem.’

40.  pH variation — The basis for the selection of a maximum deviation of 0.2 pH units is not
explained or justified. The restriction on pH variance should not be linked to the risk of
the construction project, but rather be based on risk to the receiving water.

® The San Francisco Regional Board completed a dioxin survey (1997), which included both permanent waterways and storm
water conveyances. (Posted at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/download/DioxinStormwaterSurvey1997.pdf)
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