


 Create a “Map” of riparian resources on the 
Central Coast 

 Develop riparian condition assessment tools for 
areas with various levels  of access 

 Develop assessment strategy to report on 
current condition of RB3 riparian resources 



 



 
 Standard buffer from streams (200ft) - Region 

 RipZET Riparian Function Models - Region 

 Pixel Based Image Classification (trees) – 
 Morro Bay Pilot 

 
 













RAM Development 



Based on TAC recommendations, literature review  
    & Collins 2007 

 

 Tree Shading (water cooling and microclimate control) 
 Structural Shading in Stream 
 Large Wood Input to Stream 
 Leaf Litter Input to Stream 
 Bank/Channel Stabilization 
 General Biodiversity and Vegetation Species Complexity 
 Habitat/Riparian Wildlife Support 
 Stream/Wildlife Corridors and Habitat Connectivity 
 Human Benefits: Recreation 
 Human Benefits: Water Quality (nutrient and sediment 

capture) 
 Human Benefits: Flood Attenuation 

 



 Rapid 
 Strong focus on Riparian, not streams or wetlands 
 Reproducible 
 Address as many functions as possible 

 
 



 Index of Riparian Quality (QBR) 
 O-QBR (Ohio) 

 Rapid Appraisal of Riparian Condition (RARC) 
 Riparian Quality Index (RQI) 
 Rapid Stream-Riparian Assessment (RSRA) 
 Visual Assessment of Riparian Health (VARH) 

 

+ CRAM & CCAMP Water Quality  
 





 Use RB3 Sample locations (at bridge crossings) 
 Run 6 riparian assessments and CRAM at each site 
 Complete each Protocol on Bridge (limited access) and 

in situ (full access)  
 Establish Standard assessment length (100 m) 

 



 Urban 
 Agriculture upstream 



 Agriculture 
 Urban and Ag upstream 



 Open space/rural 
 Open space upstream 







 Map Resource 
 Define metrics for use in assessing resource condition 

 RRAM 
 Land-use information 
 Presence of riparian services within mapped area 

 Integrate data into condition “score” 
 Establish methods to extrapolate information into 

unassessed areas (up stream) 





Reach Level 
Riparian 

Condition 
Assessment 

Riparian Tree cover 

Rapid Riparian 
Condition 

Adjacent Land Use stress  

CCAMP Water Quality 
Datasets 
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