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FOUNBED 1593

Mendocmo Group, Redwood Chapter P.0.Box2330 Fort Bragg 95437-2330
8 April 2006

State Water Resources Control Board
P. O. Box 100 '
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Re: Comment Letter-Sediment and Temperature TMDL Scott River
Watershed

Dear Boaf'd Members:

The proposed implementation actions submitted by the Regional Water
Quality Control Board for temperature impairment are either inadequate or
missing, removed as a result of public pressure. This Basin Plan amendment
does not meet the requirements of the law. The State board must return
this amendment to the regional board to be revised to mc|ude protection of
public trust instream flows.

Like most other northcoast rivers, the Scott River is impaired for
temperature due to the increased diversions of surface water over the last
thirty years. Summer flows have been reduced to the point of dryness. The
declining summer flows in the Scott River are well documented. (See Dennis
Jackson graphs attached) The median summer/fall low flow in the 50's was
68 cfs. That has progressively declined down to 14 cfs in the 2000's. In
2001 the low flow was just 3 cfs and, for three consecutive months ran
under 5 cfs.

The subject Basin Plan amendment recognizes instream flows as the problem
and its importance in the correction of temperature impairment, but fails Yo
address it. The earlier July draft of the proposed Basin Plan Language
included measures to address instream flow wn‘h the participation of
SWRCB. It reads as follows:




The regional Water Board requests the State Water Board and its Division of
Water Rights study the connection between ground water and surface water,
the impacts of groundwater and surface water use on beneficial uses, and the
impacts of groundwater levels on the health of riparian vegetation in the Scott
River watershed, The Regional Wats 75 the Sfate
Water Board and its Division of Water Rights take the findings of the above
study into consideration and act accordingly to protect and restore the
instream beneficial uses of the Scott River and its tributaries, with particular
focus on those beneficial uses associated with the cold water fishery. A
written request shall be sent to the State Water Board by [insert date that is

6 months from the date of U. S. EPS approval],

That language highlighted above was removed and replaced with a proposed
study to be undertaken by the County and its stakeholders * should they be
able fo commit to conducting the study.”

In the public comment section of the report it states “a large number” of
responders questioned " the lack of specific actions' and the “effects of
reduced surface water flows on water temperature.” (Page 69-10) The
response of staff to these questions was that there is "a process to develop
the information to understand the interaction of water use and ground
water inflows to the river” That is the stakeholder study, again "should
they be able" to do it.

That original language of the July draft was on point for a viable action plan.
The removal of SWRCB's involvement is not a mystery. I was advised by
staff that the decision to remove the language addressing the flow problem
was due "to a firestorm of political protest” from the local community. It is
my understanding that this decision o back off from consideration of
instream flows came from the regional board. An example of the “firestorm"
is an attached article from the local Pioneer Press. The author finds it
alarming that the "staff (NCRWQC B) analysis concludes that ground water
pumping and surface diversions have increased femperatures in the river.”
and that their ‘recommendation concerns water use rights.” The author was
also alarmed that " the recommendation discusses authority by the State
Water Board to seek modifications to the Scott River Adjjudication and
cites duties fo consider Public Trust values..” The author and her reader's
concerns were assuaged when these technical positions were deleted from
the Basin Plan's Action Plan. (Page 14, 7-19-05 TAG Draft attached)




