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Subject: Comment Letter — Sediment and Temperature TMDL in the Scott River Watershed.
Dear Members of the Board,;

The State Water Resources Control Board has requested comments regarding the proposed Scott River
TMDL. I was a member of the Techinical Advisory Group (TAG) for the Scott River TMDL and
provided many written and orals comments during that process. 1 also provided both written (see
attached) and oral (see attached) comments on the proposed Scott River TMDL.

My comments have been based on the scientific information I have collected or my Company has
collected in the watershed. My comments have also been based on experienced gained as a member of
the French Creek Watershed Advisory Group which is recognized by scientific professionals as a regional
example of cooperative watershed restoration and a winner of a national watershed award.

As I previously described in the written comments on the Scott River TMDL, Timber Products Company
goal for being involved in the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) was to help make the Scott River TMDL
a credible and useful scientific document to guide maintenance and restoration of water quality. We
realize that there are time and budget constraints for preparing the TMDL. However, these constraints
should not jeopardize the quality or scientific accuracy of the analysis. The Scott River TMDL has so
many scientific oversights that future Scott River watershed management plans are likely be misguided
by the TMDL. The TMDL represents a significant change and departure from the currently
successfully watershed restoration on going in the Scott River watershed. It is our belief that the
current proposed TMDL will not facilitate and likely discourage on going voluntary and proactive
restoration efforts, that are science based, and the NCRWQCB has recognized as important in restoration
of water quality in the Scott River watershed.

1 encourage you to review my 42 individual scientific recommendations I made as part of my comments
on the Scott River TMDL. Hopefully, these comments are helpful and do not hesitate to call if you have
any questions.

Sincerely

S

Stuart Farber
‘Wildlife & Fisheries
stufl@sor.timberproducts.com
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12/7/05
Scott River TMDL Public Hearing Comments

Dear Members of the Board:

In addition of my written public comments submitted on October 21, 2005, please consider my oral
comments as part of the Scott River TMDL hearing. Timber Products Company has been part of the
successful French Creck WAG and has conducted voluntary intensive road inventories throughout the
watershed. The TMDL has recognized these positive steps towards watershed maintenance or restoration.
We are pleased that TMDL recognizes these accomplishments.

We participated in both the South Fork Road Pilot Study and the TMDL Technical Advisory Committee
(TAG). We submitted 20 pages of comments including 42 individual recommendations. Our major
concerns with the TMDL and Implementation Plan still remain.

1. The TMDL and hmplementation Plan will not guide maintenance and restoration of watershed.

2. Road sediment ¢rosion rates used inappropriate calculation methods and then inappropriate
extrapolation methods throughout the highly diverse Scott River watershed.

3. The TMDL and Implementation Plan require landowners to identify and fix every teaspoon of
sediment. The successful French Creek WAG did not identify and fix every teaspoon of sediment.

4. Erosion from Effects of Multiple Interacting Human Activities are below erosion in natural stream
channels (Table 3.15).  Granitic stream channels are 37% less and Metamorphic stream channels are
57% less. We recommend changes to Sediment Load Allocation Table 3.23.

5. Up to 30% of large woody debris found in stream chamnels, important for sediment trapping and fish
habitat formation, is recruited from in channel erosion and bank erosion.

Based on all these major concerns, the TMDL and Implementation Plan will make successful
maintenance or restoration watershed more difficult. To attempt to remedy some of these concerns, I
encourage the Board to direct your staff to work with the TMDL TAG over a minimum of 3
meetings, but no longer than 3 months, to attempt to resolve my concerns, many other TAG
concerns and the many concerns described your own peer review documents.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,

Stuart Farber

Wildlife & Fisheries

Timber Products Company
stufl@sor.timberproducts.com




