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3. Water Quality Limited Segments

There are twenty-eight (28) Water Quality Limited Segments (WQL) in
California. These are listed in Table 4. WQL segments are established
pursuant to Section 130 of the federal regulations. 8/ This classification
pertains to surface and coastal waters only and does not include ground
waters. These are segments with documented water quality violations that
presently do not support designated uses. They are areas that will not
support designated uses in the future if measures were taken, including the
best technology econamically achlevable, to control point source dlscharges
as promilgated under the C.W.A. , _ _

Sixteen (16) WQL segments are inland freshwaters ( includj_ng the SaltonSea).
Twelve (12) segments are marine waters. Non point sources are responsible
for the pollution in twelve (12) locations. The remaining (16) locations
are adversely impacted by pollutants fram both point and non point sources.
Ten (10) locations are impacted by toxic pollution; four of these are mine
related, three are agrlculture related and threeare suspectedto be industry

related.

The reglons with the most numerous and widespread problem segments are the
San Francisco Bay Reglon, the Central Valley Reglon, the San Dlego Region,
and the Colorado River Basin Region.

Major impacts in the San Francisco Bay Region are industrial and minicipal
discharges to San Francisco Bay, agricultural related pollutants in the
Soncma, Napa, Petaluma and Tomales Bay areas, and municipal and nonpoint
discharges in Suisun Marsh and Richardson Bay. ,

The Central Valley Region has experienced mmercus acid mine drainage
problems, nutrient enrichment and eutrophication at Clear Iake from non
po:.nt sources, and agricultural return flow pollution at Kesterson Refuge

and in the lower San Joagquin River.

The San Diego and ColoradoRiver Basin experience inflows of untreated sewage
and industrial pollutants from Mexico. Irrigation practices in the
Colorado River Basin result in large quantities of agricultural runoff that
enter the Salton Sea. Agrlcultural return flows, urban runoff and past
municipal discharges have resulted in severe nutrient enrichment in Coastal
lagoons. San Diego Bay is adversely impacted by elicit industrial
discharges. Mission Bay continues to be plagued with sewer overflows.

8/ According to Chapter 15 of the Basin Plan Water Quality Limited Segments are
defined as: Any segment where it is known tha; water quality does not meet

applicable water quality standards, and which is not expected to meet water
" quality standards even after the appllcatlon of the effluent limitations

requlred by the Act.
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' Table 4 .
WATER QUALITY LIMITED SEGMENTS 1986 ASSESSMENTS
BENEFICIAL SOURCE
NAME & DESCRIPTION AREAL USES OBJECTIVE on COMMENTS~ACTIONS
DESIGNATION IMPACTED VIOLATED |pPOINT poiNT| - -
South of Dissoived Oxygen f -
S0O. SAN FRANCISCO BAY Oumbarton Br. LMQ Colitorm X X Point Sources to be Removed
Est. 3000 acres Ammonia Five Year Study Underway
Sausatito to
Tib «North Need improved Watarshed
RICHARDSON BAY E“‘“‘;“)‘o :crru G Q Colitorm X X Management Praticss
ALAMEDA CREEK s‘:aAsn.t?lanR;h AT Total Dlssolved " Wasts—Watar Exported to the Bay.
27 miles Solids Localized Unsewarad Arsas
NAPA RIVER Calistoga to Mouth i M'N Q Dl"%‘;"'l:a?’:”m % X Pu.int Source Dry Weather Discharge
40 milss Eutrophication Prohibition
PETALUMA RIVER Pengrove to Mouth IMNQ DI"::I;::Q?:”." X X Dry Weather Prohibition& Managament
20 miles Eutrophication Practices for Agriculture
A 82 ¢ Naed Improved Watershed
TOMALES BAY 1 7,820 acres ] oliform X Management Practicas
Dissolved Oyxgen
SONOMA GREEK El Varano to Mouth IMN Coliform X x
14 miles Eutrophication Advanced Treatment Being Implementad
Dissotved Ox Removal of Discharge May Bes Required
ssolved Oxygen
SUISUN MARSH All 57,000 acres MNOP Total Nitrogen X X
Headwaters to Acidity, Mina Draina
? g.
SPRING CREEK s‘“’;”"::’l‘:‘ River IJMNPQR H“‘l"':xi’::m' X Federal Supsr Fund Projact Underway
Entire Lake Lower Nutrients Some Natural Sourcas
CLEAR LAKE L[‘g'.g‘o"a‘lsc:::" 1a E.;'::i?u:::;:" X Local Agency Naeds Financial Support
) Uppar No. Fork Acidity, Mine Draina
" ge
LITTLE GRIZZLY CREEK to FI'(;”:;;.F:”" HJ H"Tvg);i::‘:"“ X |abatament Facilities have been Designed
. . Varnails to Stockton ’ Dissolved Oxygen Agricultural Runoff .
LOWER SAN JOAQUIN RIVER 40 miles HIJMN Trg‘s"!l'.::i.:'s X Improved Management Practices Needid
Leviathan Mine to Acidlty i
N . Orainzge Abatement
LEVIATHAN/BRYANT GREEKS c-:-{::r.-.l-ln- HJM “";:xz""" x Facillties Under Conatruction
GRASS VALLEY LAKE Eptire Like HQR Rutriants x Basin Plan Amandments Proposed
Entire Lake 108 : '
SALTON SEA Acute in South IMPQRS Toxi X Limited Inflow No Alternative Source
220,000.acres oxics
NEW RIVER International Boundary BHIPR D[""B'a":“’.g:y“" x % International Source Raw Sewage—
v to River Mile 27 Toxics _ New Intarnational Agreement
international P i
ALAMO RIVER. Boundary BHIPR DI"GB““ O.xyg.n x international Source Agricultural Runoff
to River Mile 31 acteria
Roaches 2 & 3 - Residus, Nitrogen Advanced Traatment Required. .
LOWER SANTA ANA RIVE ; esicue, Nitrog
R Est. 30 miles raT Toxics X x Wasteload Allocations for TDS & N
Pacific Coast et .
UPPER NEWPORT BAY b Desilting Basins Conatructsd—
Hlsgg‘(’)‘:::‘:l“h Eao Bacteria, Siltation X Additional Mansgement
Entire Bay Impactad Blostimal
SAN DIEGO BAY So. Mo ostimuiants Contining Studies
sa.cy)o .::jevm EGQ Toxica X X Cleanup at 24th St.Terminal Planned
Ephemeral Stream
LOWER SAN DIEGO RIVER’ Santes to Mauth 1Q Dissolved Minerals § Advanced Treatment or
mites Nutrients Discharge Prohibition
TIJUANA RIVER AND International Bacteria Intarnational Source Treatment
HYDROLOGIC SUBUNIT Boundary to RT Nutrients X X Altarnatives Being Developed
Ocean 8 miles Solids
Entire Bay N .
MISSION BAY impacted Critical EaQ Blostimulants X Continus Mussel Sampling
200 acres Toxics to Define Sources
Entire Lagoon Biostlmuhnts'
SAN DIEGUITO LAGOON 269 2eree La Estrophication X x
Entire Lagoon Generic Problem with Tidal Lagoons
BATIQUITOS LAGOON Emphemoral La prortinulants X x | Caused by Agricultural,Urban & Rursl
100 acres ophication Runoff, Plus Residual Nutrients in
Entire Lagoon Blostimulants Sedimants From Former Municipal
SAN ELINO LAGOON 500 acres LaQ Euﬁrouh;’catlon X X Discharges, Sawer Overflows are
Wet Weather Recurring Problem.
SANTA MARGARITA LAGOON Entire Lagoen La Blastimulants X X Alternativas Include Dredging and
800 acres Eutrophication Opening Mouths of Lagoons to
_ —1— - - —— Increase Tidal Flushing = {
Entire Lagoon Blostimulants - -
LOS PENASQUITOS LAGOON 285 acres LaQ Eutrophication X X
N STANDARD BENEFICIAL USES (1)
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(1) SEE APPENDEX 'B' FOR DEFINITIONS
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