
JACOBY CREEK RESIDENTS' 
ACCOUNTS OF THE WATERSHED 
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Rnc.orn.,,n #?9 &3\ 

PyTorthcoast Regioil 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A 

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Re: Jacoby Creek Watershed 

1870 Golfccoursi: Rd 
Bayside, California 

95524-9322 
phoneifax modem: 
(707) 822-8961 

Dear Mr. St. John and Board Members, 

This letter is regarding the degradation of the Jacoby Creek Drainage in the 27 years 

that I have lived in this watershed. 

The Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) declared the area to be a 

Waiver Prohibition Area with regard to onsite sewage disposal systems (SDS) in  1979. It did 

so because Regional Board staff found that I) 20 to 25% of all existing SDS were failing, 2) 

28 out of 30 sites surveyed were not suitable for the use of individual systems due to high 

groundwater, or poor textures or shallow soils, and 3) consistent fecal coliform levels in 

excess of those considered safe for direct human contact were found in  the majority of sur- 

face water drainages throughout the area. The second reason for the failures, high groundwa- 

ter and poor soils, often creates failed septic systems that are occult to anything but labora- 

tory effluent testing or further water quality testing in the watershed in general. That is, there 

is no surfacing sewage, no stench and no backed up plumbing. 

In spite of the creation of the Waiver Prohibition Area, and to some degree 

because of its creation, the watershed has been steadily degraded, for several reasons. The 

reasons for this degradation are many and interrelated. 

The creation of the Waiver Prohibition Area was a trigger for loans and grant money 

to allow the extension of Jacoby Creek Community Services District (CSD) water to many 

parcels which tvould otherwise have only had surface water supplies or shallow wells. This 

availability of clean water contributed to the desirability of the area in general, and made 

many parcels able to support onsite sewage disposal systems where they may not have other 

wise been able to do so, given the county required setbacks for onsite water. It is also a 

known fact that households with community water use more water than those with onsite 

water, especially where the onsite water is of poor quality or seasonally restricted quantity. 

Thus, more water has been going into sewage systems, since the CSD water was extended. 

While the Waiver Prohibition Area may have prevented the most egregious onsite systems 

from going in,  it did nothing for the existing systems which were then failing or which would 

fail in  the intervening 22 years. 

The Waiver Prohibition also extended the Arcata City limits and its sewer system to 
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part of Bayside along Old Arcata Road. At first glance, one might think that sewering the area 

would help water quality but, over time, that is not the case. Sewer systems for  cities are 

notorious groundwater polluters, because of leaky or failed pipes. Where groundwater has 

bee11 tested for municipalities, i t  has been shown to have some of the highest coliform and viral 

indicators of any areas, beca~ise oj'tlle sewers themselves. This phenomenon was recently 

discussed by Ilr. George Tchobanoglous at a workshop on onsite filtration units in Sacramento. 

It is highly unlikely that any further testing has been done since 1979 in the Jacoby Creek 

drainage, but a look at the development in the area in the last 22 years will tell you that the 

"creative in-filling" within the city limits ofArcata and the steady growth along Jacoby Creek 

road and its tributary roads has created sewage volume on the order of 50% higher than it was 

in 1979, and possibly approaching 100%. Hurnboldl County Health Department did not 

institute water table morlitoring as part o f  its onsite sewage design requirements until 1991, so 

that much of the development that occurcd before then did not entirely meet Basin Plan water 

table separation. 

There have also been other significant factors in the watershed impairment. One of 

these is the increased activity (until last year) at Roger's Garage on Old Arcata Road. That 

activity included auto repair and auto wrecking, underground storage tank (UST) use and 

removal (which mobilized some of the pollutants), and a body shop which was added sometime 

during the late 1980's or early 1990's. 'There is a storm drainage inlet (DI) quite near the 

entrance to the Garage, and since the body shop itself was unpermitted for about half its exist- 

ence, i t  seems likely that the solvent smell available to pedestrians from the Dl was probably 

due to the body shop. The drains from that area go to the Gannon slough and Jacoby Creek 

areas along U.S. 101. The likely fate of the documented pollution from the UST and from the 

heavy metals in the wrecking yard is to slowly leach into the Jacoby Creek water shcd, unless 

the Regional Board requires clean-up and rcmoval rather than capping. The removal seems 

i~nlikely given the Board's historical stance on such issues. 

It  is my hope that measures will be paken to stop this kind of steady degradation of the 

watershed. 

Sincerely, 

Angela R. Koken 

10 May 200 1 
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D ,,,,,,A - At 73 

Thlr-t.y years st. the mouth of  Jac13b-f Creek 

A tjo1111 deal ilf change had already oc~xr red  to the small watershed 
~.:I~OT,TI 3.?i Ji3.t1:1ib;r Creek try the time I began 1y residerice i n  a duck 
hi-rntinq shack at. t.he mouth of the Creek i n  i970.  I-fost of the 
vzt.larils t.c~ t.he east. of t.he cabin kfi.d been" reclaimed " f o r  over 
eight.y years and the creek 's  chamel hY.d been confined by berms t.o 
decrease the likelihood of wint.er floods i n~mdin j  t.he nevly claiued 
ua.rshlaz~d. This cha.mielir%~ has dramtical ly  reduced the del ta  and 
est.i*iarg 111f .-Tacoby Creek and j i ~ r e s  cause t o  the high speed arid 
~ncreased volume 13i f l o w  a t  peak runoff.  

Llvlnq four fee t  f r ~ m  a raging wint.er tor rent ,  I M.-i-e h%d the 
i:tpp~irtlxiity to 1wit.aess t.he int.ensi ty  u f  the episodic f low and t.he 
asso~::i.c"teiI m.t.erials carried t o  the bay. I belie-;e Jacohy Creek has 
d e 1 ive r ed an inordira, t e anal-uit. o f  s i l t .  t. o Htmk 11 l d  t Eay since lqgqirq 
began i n  ?.he valley i n  t.he m i d  i8ftOs. I can not say t.hat there i s  
ntlit-6 i ~ r  1zz2s seiji~itent. beiru~ 1l:arried at. th i s  time but. I can at.t.est. t.o 
!.he fact  t.h3.t. even moderat.e rains turn the creek brown i n  a very , ' 

3hort period of t.ime. 

I t.he nost tellirtg fact.or ident.ifying d e t e r i o r a t i ~ q  condit.ior1 
In t.his m.tershed i s  the increased frelquency of f l o o d s  with ra in fa l l  
; i ~ i ~ l - ~ i t . ~  t.hat. w12uld riot. have h83d s iu i l a r  ef fec ts  i n  t.he drainage 10- 
15 years ago. I believe that  the s o i l s  h.ve been impacted and 
~:.~:iupacted t o  the point t . h t  the system t.hat would h i s to r ica l ly  
xel=harge the aquifer  i s  i n  d isrepai r .  Tfater that. would normally get. 
broken up by the h i l l s i de  cover arid then slowly be delivered t.u t.he 
30x1  is  now heiny swept along to the mouth carrying increased 
3ediuent. loi3d i n  the process. 

-hiother t e l l ing  paint i s  the successful inmsion of plants that are  
s l i gh t l y  s a l t  tolerant  but not t.rue salt. marsh inhabitants.  Fur the 
past f ive  years I ' v e  noticed a r i s e  i n  legtmes, umbels, and grasses 
t.ha.t I h.11 not. recorded i n  ~ny f i r s t  ser ies  u f  plant records near the 
3k1at;k i n  t.he early 1970s. I believe t h i s  is  l ike ly  caused by the 
yearly deposition of s i l ts  buildirq up the level  of the stream 
corridor uargins t.o the point t . h  t. they are inf req-ient.1~ inl-xidated 
hy the n11rma1 t ide  cycles. 

A 1 1  of t.hese point t o  de t . e r io ra t i~y  conditions i n  t h i s  watershed and 
:~hul.ild le~id  cre11enc.e t o  the need fo r  303 d l i s t . i ~ ig  f 11r t h i s  impaired 
5 ~ 3 ,  t. e r~~3 .y  
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Reference ff34 

'I:I I nril a biolo@::t I- and have v2~ix-ked on fishery and watel-shed restol-ation projects on 
[;icok~~jZt-eek since '1977, 111 this pe~iod I have had similar wot-k on other Northcoast 
~w.tetsheds: also I have worked as a botanical consulta.nt in the 5311 \o.ayuin LTalle~~.. 
Moia~re Desert arid the Tenitor;; of Guam. I have a BS. Degte in Wildlife 
1 rfnnshemsr~t, F a i v l A 4 ,  in Biology Humk~oldt State Calleke, and have done 
,dditi;ntl g-aduate studies st the U. of Irlontana and the u.& Kansas. 

The experience of the following pmjects are pe13inent to rng: comments, 

IT7 Project Director--1acoby Creek Wate~~hed Studg, Sunrev of soil, water 1pa1it-q and 
salmon xrtd steelheadresourres of the Jacob; Crrek vuatersli&. Sponsored by 
Hor~~k~oldt State Universit-q Center For ~on<tnunit; Development and ]acohl Creek 
Canyon Conimuriity, 

1 Q79 Project Dirrctor--Ailxirip 21wk Rehabilitation Prvject, Watershed I-estoration 
fied wood National Park, 

'1 "7 1r1ve::tig;i tor--Tdni$ River Restora. tion. S ~ I T . T ~ ~ B I ~  salmon and steelhead fisheries 
hailitat ~rstorntion needs'of the Trinity River ~ n t e k h e d  for Hutxboldt Co. 

'1'.;!81 Project Dir-ector--5aixt11 Fork T~init; Rirrer Fisheries Team. Sumeyed 
:mi delineated PI-oblern areas o n  the Cru~x-;e Creek wate~slied and outlined needs br 
i ~ t i on  thrvl-lqhout I- the South Fork Trinity watershed 

,1933-1839 F1~7jcc.t Supe~xrisor: Redwo~xl Community Action A4pn~y. Elusion control 
and r ip;~~ian kvegtstion restoration on McDonald, Little ~ataLee and lacoh Creeks. 
Projects 6-1.inded 3 CA Dept. of Fish and Game, Fish and Wildlife ~onsenrntion Boalrl, 
LA Ziv. of FOI-~S~I-T, CA Coastal Co~'~senranc";j, 

'1989. Keses~rher, Monitoring Study of LSA Eel:g2.ss trmsplant pnljzct , Humboldt 
Ba7, 

1988-89. LatE~j~i-1s Liflon-1s Field Sear-ch, Chj.llen~e Cost Share. CNPS & Six Rivers NFo 

1'438 Effrrt o f  deer brushrsing and feral pig rmoting on stlearnside vestation - on Bull 
Creek, Hu~nb~ld t  Redwoods State Park 

1989, Pmiect ctirector, Twin Parks Lumber Cornparti;. , . [*cob Creek Blue Slide. 
Designed and condinated p~vject using he3r.z; e~qilipment and reve~tation to reduce 
~ n ~ s k ~ r i  h ~ l i i  a mad (md RR) activated slide, ~unded  by C 4  Dept. of Fish and Game. 



n 3 '15'90, lial-e and Sensitive Plants, and Plant Communities Lassics Botanical ,%I-ea. 
ihallengz Cost Share CNPS & Six Riser3 NF, 

'195'1 Botanical Survey Rare and Endancer-ed I- Plar-its Mojave Desert, to southwest San 
T~3a.qi-lin Valley, Eisqsterns, Inc, 

l'i91 Pock Hand, UNOCAL Humboldt Bay, Monitored off-loading of gasoline h m  
talikert: 

462, Timber Ha17:est Assessment C~>nsul tan t , Coastal Headwa tel-s Assoc, 

1992. Botanist, S;Vetlands Delineation, GI-ram. Winzler & Kelly 

'1692-44. Botar1ics.l 11-tvento1-y & Consl.iltant. Sanctua~~j  Fotxst Lsr-trl Ttust, 

'19g3, ionsultant, Biolo@cal - Managtxiient Plan: \Veston Ranch, 5, Fk Eel River. 

1W3, Notes on Vascular Plants of High Plateau 8~ Long  rid^, riel Norte County, CA. 
Challer-iqe ,_ Cost Shaz-e, Six River3 NF, 

961. Project Dir-ector, T ~ i n  Parks Lumber Cornpa~lgr, Jaroh] Creek N, Fk, restoration, 
Der:i;gned i~nd coo~dinated project using h e s q  eqtiipme~t to re~novr. a log l a r ~ d i n ~  
(.30130 cubic ~ , R . I ~ s )  built over the streani chan~kl ,  revegetated with native plants h6rn 
ihr sunvuiditig area. Funded by CA I?ept. of Fish and Game. 

'IB94, Consultar~t . Riparian Forxsf Vegetation of the Lower Eel River. Eel River 
Resol-ir~e Consema tion District, 

'1 ':'87, Consultant, Biol, Characteristics Moow Ranch, Kneeland Prairie 

1967-88. Consultant, A Significant Nati.11-a1 Ama Conser~stion Stn.teg1 for jacoby 
Creek Larid TIT-ist , hinded by CA4 Coastal clonser-.cr~-tcy~ 

I have written: "'The lacobv Creek Vk'ate~~hed Stix&y," "lacobv Creek Past, P~zsent and 
Fotur~". "Long Temi ~rn~ruvement  of the [acoby creek ~ a i e n h e d , "  and "A 
Consemation Stmtegj for- the jacoby Creek li\r~ter;hed." 

I hayre served on the City of ,rcat;a Formt Ad:risory Committee, 
Aixata Parks and Recreation Commission., and the Hunlboldt Countr; , - Dlxnes Advisory 
Comrnittee, I was a fol.inclin5 merrher of the Tacobv Creek Land Tmst. 
I am prrser-itly a irie~iik~sr of h e  A4rrata Open Space'~ommittee. 

1) I docl.urnented the loss of fish habitat caixsed IF; culrre~ts blocking fish m i p t i o n  I _  

dong the Tacobit Creek Road, 



- .  
J) I cond1.1cted a. sturYy of sal~~lonid fish habitat which shawl? that salmonid 
population:: limited bv the shallov~ness of pools n~hicli made juvenile fish 
~rlxlne~atile to pre~liation. The ~ ~ s u l t  of shallovrer pools is that fish habitat and 
dependent fish populations and biological divenit-? are r~duced. 

4'11 I obser7red and documented the sedimentation of pools along Jacoby Creek. Pools 
rmre shallower in rrcent times based on old-time accounts. Sediments.tion was related 
tc? the follorA?ing hcton--documertted Iy Pillsbu~y, NH, (1972), and Tuttle and Fickel-t, 
(i987): 

The incidence of su~$ace debis slides as measu~xd h m  aerial pfiotogaphs has 
mom than d~71.1bled between 1941 and '1978, with 3 times more slides associated with 
soads than xi th unroaded sites, 

OTI~I- 4rJ'$:s of the i.lpper head?:.?aters v~as rleal-cut prior to the '1973 revision of the 
Califozl~ia Forest PI-actices Act, ~esulting in severe soil and stlearn ct~anriel 
fliisturbancet: . 

A five-fold i l i c~~ase  in ~ ~ i d e n t i a l  development occurred between 1970 and 
' n7" 
1 .. 8 a .  

5':i L a r ; ~  p lup  ofsediment are mo:red do~i.rn Jacob; Creek dl-i~ing major storm events. 
These sediments, brsidps affecting instream habitdt described inpal-agaphs 3 and 4 
above, de:g~-ade ~~?etla~-ili habitat in H1111iboldt Bay, The sedirilents f o r ~ i ~  a delta , The 
de~relopment of lobes of the delta can be seen on aerial photographs, The lobes are 
corr~posed of coarse materials I:Thompson, I?. ,Titr ,, 1971) carried downstrea~n bf rainy 
season mnoff and spread on an out  ash fa.n: the lobes conespond with the-1955,1972 
,a.nB ,1975 stotri~:: (Tuttle and Dickett, -1988). In the delta area the wised elevations are 
slxtljert to less tidal inundation and thus have a difkl-ent biota, When sediment rise 
abr~ve :i ce~tain tillal elevation they become vevtated with creates a more terrestrial 
acoy~ster~i, The delta extendingbrpnd the estiblished m s n h  has been shown (Tuttle 
n d  Pickert, 198$) to havz puwn - hy.18 ac l~s ,  of which nearly8 acres have become 
vegetated, 

h) I have concerns of cumulative impacts to ~i~etlands also becal-ise sediment yield 
karii 1ioi.isin~ and road cor~struction &I-e not considered with sediwe~it $eld from past 
inn prrsent tin~ber hai-~est and other activities 

7 )  As alr~iost all residents of the Jacob! Creek watel-shed use septic tanks, I am concen-ted 
abmt Nitr-ohen pollution of the c~xek, Huniboldt Bay and the near sho1.e waters of the 
P;j.cific Ocean hum leaking or ovelfiill septic tanks, including the so-called Wismnsin 
hiounds (empl~~j~tzl  so low land soils sites, that will not pass the Perc test, can be develo erl). 
N i t l - o ~ n  is known to be of paramount i~ilportar~ce in both causing and contmllingmanne 
eut1-  phic cation. Nutrient owl--er~~icliment is a si~nificant p~ublem fur U,S, coastal regions, 
Abundance of N i t r o ~ n  ha;; been demonstrated to lead to the loss of seapass beds, changes 
in tilarine biodivel-sit;,. and distriblrtion of species, depletion of dissolved o.fi,Fn, and 
,issociated die-off of maline life, *A Nationwide 31-stew - to a .dd~~ss  nutrient over- 
znriclir~ient lias been h?nnulated. This st~-;j,tew strives to pmtect coastal waters. A pal is to 
2115~11-2 that no "healtliy" coastal area:: develop s7;nlptorrls related to nutrient over- 



enrichment to :I!;'U. Recognizing - Jaco$ Creek as an irnpaired wate~xhed wol-11d raise 
:j.w;arzness to addl~ss this concern, 

3.11 I a m  concerned that herbicide and petrochemical poison gvundwater plumes ~xnoff 
into ]~coby Creek and Hu~nbaldt Bag hum the Bayside Golf Coi-113e and Ro6e1-s Garage. - 

ekr ences: R - - -  

EYfurz-i.~;.. A,  G,  and R,C. V!'unner, 1Bt.;U, A Stuchqof the Tacoby Cwek VVatenhed, 84 p. 
R P ~ O I ~  on File at HSU Librsry. 

Pillshlxn; N,H, 1972. Sediment Tl2.11sport and Stmam Flow L'ha~actelistics for Jacoby 
Cwek C ~ l i h m i a ,  MA Hu~nboldt State Universih;, bArcata., California, 

Thori ip~o~~. ,  R,VV. l5'71, Recent Sediments of Huniboldt Bay, El-11-eka California. Final 
Report PRF #78Y-G2. Humboldt State Unise~-sib;, A~xita, Za.lihmia, School of Natu~xl 
Rest.y.~~~r.s. 62 p 

Tuttle, X,E. 1985, Cumuldtive Impacts Assessrfient in Caristal Wetland Watersheds: 
[:?cob; Creek, Hlimboldt County, 178. Ph.D, thesis, LTC Berkeley 

Tuttle, A.E. and T,C, Dicker?, '1987. Assessing Ci.lmulative Impacts in VVetland 
!'?a ter-sheds, Coas tal Zone 87, Seattle. Soc. of Ame~ican En@neer.s. Pg, 1780-1774 
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Refere~~ce #35 

This is a copy of a letter I sent to Californi;i Dcpart~iient of Forestry in early July. 2000. This letter is in 
refercncc to a video tape also scnt to CDF (a segment of which is on the videotape included with this 303 
(d) application). 
1 later spokc with Jeff Sliimkc of CDF who said lie would send staff to investigate. Mr. Sliimke also 
assured me that lie would share the vidco and concern witli staff fro111 Water Quality in Aug. 2000. 
Tlirougho~~t tlic wi~itcr of 2000-2001 1 liave taken watcr samples to documcnt contiliued high levels of 
sediment . 
As of 510 1 ,  I have seen no corrective action with regard to Ilic Eric Lane tributary to Jacoby Creek (Eric 
Crcek). 

Rc : Severe sediment load after rccclit rainf;lll 

From: 
Gcrry Blue 
6074 Jacoby Creek 
Bayside CA 95524 
826-06 1 I) 

To Whom 11 May Concern: 

I live on Jacoby Crcek and utilize tlic creek for domcstic water usc. I liave lived at this site for over six 
years and liave informally monitored tlic scdment load in Jacoby Crcck, as tliis has a direct and 
substantial impact on my propcrty value and quality of life. 

On tlic afternoon of June 9, 2000, tliere was a fair amount of rain for about 3-4 hours. and 1 decided to 
take a look at Jacoby Creek. As you know. tlicre is a brand nctv logging operation a short distance 
downstrcam of my house. and L was curious to see if there was a detectable impact, in ternis of 
sedimentation. from their new road, ctc. 

1 d~scovercd tliat upstrean1 of tlie ncw operat~on, Jacoby Creek was runlung fa~rly clcar, as m~glit bc 
cvpcctcd aftcr a niln~mal ranifall evcnt Then [ looked at thc crcek which nlns along Enc  Lane. and 
liicrgcs w~tli  Jacoby Creek at tlic foot of E r ~ c  Lane (known as Erlc Creek) Tlus tnbutary was very licavlly 
sedlmentcd and 11 was dump~ng coffcc-colorcd ivatcr ~ n t o  the maln sten1 of Jacoby Creek After t l i~s 
coiiflucncc, Jacoby Creek ~tsclf was e\tremcly muddy. as I T  wc had just had a nlajor witlter storlii 

Over the last six years, I liave never witnessed tlie Eric Lane tributary respond to minor rainfall witli such 
an incredible aliioilnt of sedinie~it. 

I doc~unentcd this witli my video camera, and woilld bc happy to share tliis evidence witli you or any 
responsible parties. 

It is clear to me tliat tliere is a land-usc activity, somewlierc conncctcd to this strealii on Eric Lanc, tliat is 
causing cstreme erosion and sedmcntation. In light of my long-tcrm observations of tlie creek. 1 bclieve 
tliat the sediliientation 1 witnessed is tlie rcsi~lt o f a  very reccnt land-use activity. In light of the new 
logging opcration(s), it is reasonable to spcc~llate tliat this is tlie source. 11 is reasonable to concludc tliat 
somcwliere upstream on Erie Lane, tliere arc illegal practices occurring, and causing severe problcnis for 
Jacoby Creek water quality. 

1 call this concern to you for prompt attention to dcter~iline thc source and enforce luiligation. 

I tnlst tliat you share lily COIICC~II ,  and I all1 cagcr to licar about your plan to correct tliis problem. 

Sincerely. 
Gerry Bluc 
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CaliFo~flla Eegior-ial Wa te r  I l ~ u i j l i t q  C:~:~titrol Boar-d 

We b~.r i i t  rjut- iio~.rse n e x t  ti] Jacob14 Creel< seventeen i~ei j t -s a!qo. The i::r-eek 
. . 
. vui-ap:r; . ar-r)!lnrj i j u r  pt-13per-t-14 l j r i  t ~ i o  s ides  j r ~ s t  a f t e r  i t  flow:; ut i~ jer-  the 
~:rj!ret-ed b r idge  at. B rookwood Dr ive .  

We 1 u ~ e  t.t-~e wat-el-shed a t i ~ j  t-he r j i v e r ~ i  t-IJ of  w i l d l i f e  s t - i l l  t-o tie found t iere 
In f a c t  ;;'7'e hsve l e f t  a dense b l ~ f  i e r  o f  r i p a r i a n  yeget-st ion i n  hopes o f  
~ n ~ c o a r a g i  tiy w i l d l i f e  crse o f  ocrr land. 

IN TIME5 OF LCIW FLOW: ;tie a re  l j iscouraged that. the  neigt ibors on e i  t+het- s i de  
111t cis drai.\,, water- it-urn the ~zreek s ~ r r ~ p l y  t o  rnair~t-air1 vas t  expanses of  gr-een 
ls'bin. And $Fie can ' t  he lp  b u t  t-hink an aggt-essiSE.!e educat ional  p rogram by a 
!jol,!er-rrrrierital erit i ty cou ld  go a loriy way  t o  educat - i r~q o t h e r w i s e  
-~$;e]l-iriter-~t.ic~f'~e~j people 

I M  TINE'S DF HIGH FLI_It:I;': w e  see the gt-ei j test change ~jf a l l .  Years atjtl, w e l l  
in to  ?he '?i.i~;:et. seaslln w e  wrlr~ri i l  corrir i~erit  on the tnuddy wat-et- arid opi t is t-hat. 
the landscape o f  the  + ~ a t - e r - s h ~ d  w a s  f i n a l  114 t-ested ti:, capaci  t14. Bl-rt now  t i l e  
wat.et- i s  rsluijdq WI ti> t h e  f i r -st  r a i n  and a l l  sut~sequent  r a i n fa l l ! !  And as 
%ach :r:iet season comes,  we ' re  exper ie t ic ing h i gh  w a t e r  w i t h  increasirrq 
r-egular-i t y .  cit lc~ut f i v e  years  ago, w e  f i r ra l l y  p laced a s t r i p  o f  tape across 
I:lur w e ]  1 hr:i!rse i r id ica t i  nq wat-er  i fepth. When the  w a t e r  reaches the  tape, 
we rnl.r;t t.arn o f f  t he  e l e c t r i c i t y  t o  our  w e l l  i n  o rde r  t o  preser$:1e t he  
~ler~:tt-ii:: s w i t c h  box tt-let-e. Art11 t-hat o i  cour-se meatis t i l l  wat -er  evet-I t-o f11-1sti 
t.oj 1 ets! 

i.tie t-ijke cartlfr:~r+ t-tiat o~.rr- dense r-ipar-lat-I veget-i j t iorl  :;if t s  deb r i s  and s l ~ j w s  
J o w n  t - k  creek f l o w  as i t  h i t s  the corner  and t u n s  a long o u r  secotid 
tloundarg. Bu t  w i t h  a l l  t i le  s c t i v i  t y  or1 t he  land  furtt'~et- up t he  watershed,, 
,,i! e w 111 t- 1-14 a b o IA t. t- h e i u t 1.1 r e  . 

i .  1 - ;VP s i  ticer-elq hope t-hat 411~rt- - i3getlcLJ w i l l  under-stat~d t h a t  Jacoby Creel:: needs 
s e r l  13l.r~ rest-or-at-ic~n dec is ions  now .  Just. 1 i k e  h i ~ m s t i  heal  t-h, pt-everitic7n 
w i ~ ~ r l d  t-iave been y rea t  ... now i t ' s  l a t e  and t u g  need i t i tervent - i l l t i  befor-e i t ' s  
f. 12 !:I I 3 t. e 

,-. ' ~ ~ i r - ~ c e t - e i q ,  Rex and C:harlot!e D i xo r~  
4 1 5 f i  [-[I [I b.: yf 111 I j (1 [I 1-1 g 

Elaysids, Ca l i  fcrrnia '35524. 


