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OBSERVATIONS OF FINGERLING CHINOOK SALMON IN
THE STOMACHS OF YELLOW PERCH FROM THE
KLAMATH RIVER, CALIFORNIA

in a study to determine the relationship between yellow perch (Perca flavesc-
ens) and young salmonids, Coots (1956) examined the stomachs of 731 perch
collected from March 1951 through March 1952 from the Klamath River in
California and found no salmonids. Additional perch stomachs were examined
during a trapping operation for downstream migrant chinook salmon (Oncor-
hynchus tshawytscha) fingerlings in February, March, and April 1952, but salmo-
nids were not noted in their stomachs.

Under artificial conditions in live traps and aquarium tests with adult perch
and fingerling salmon, Caots (1956) found that perch would eat the salmon if
given the opportunity.

On 7 May 1976, the stomachs of 44 yeliow perch taken from the Klamath
River were examined for the presence of fingerling chinook salmon. These
samples were collected from the Klamath River in Siskiyou County about
100 m downstream from the mouth of Bogus Creek just below the Iron Gate Fish
Hatchery. They were taken in slack water near a brushy bank with a boat:
mounted electrofisher.

Fingerling chinook salmon were found in 35 (80%) of the perch stomachs.
Each of these stomachs contained one to five salmon, 3.2 to 4.4 cm fork length
(FL). The average length of yellow perch with chinook salmon in their stomachs
was 15.0 cm fL with a range of 12.2 to 19.8 cm fL.

At times, yellow perch and fingerling salmon apparently utilize the slack water
area where the perch were captured, thus providing the opportunity for perch
to prey on young salmon. If there were extensive areas with the proper condi-
tions, perch predation on salmon fingerlings could be an important factor in
salmon survival.
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AN ABNORMALLY PIGMENTED SHORTSPINE THORNY-
HEAD, SFBASTOLOBUS ALASCANUS BEAN

Helen Louise while fishing off Coos Bay, Oregon, in about 300 fm. The striking

NOTES

A JUVENILE OCEAN TRIGGERFISH, CANTHIDERMIS
MACULATUS (BLOCH), (PISCES, BALISTIDAE)
FROM THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA

On 20 August 1972, while dipnetting juvenile fishes at the docks inside San
Carlos Bay, Sonora, Mexico, | collected an ocean or rough triggerfish, 12.8 mm
standard |ength (s1). The fish was swimming under a small raft of’sea.weed
Sarga_Ssum sp, in the company of a clinid, Exerpes asper, which is locally abun:
dant in the Sargassum habitat. The distinctively low meristic counts (D, ll, 23;
A.;O; P,. 14) were within the ranges presented by Berry and Baldwin '(19’66)’—
;:S \t:j;general ?ody form agreed with their illustration. However, the pectorai
ot O«fe tr:ningt:eg;:an they showed, the upper rays being four times the
‘ Canthidermis maculatus has a circumtropical distribution, being found both
mshgre {rarely) and in surface waters of the open ocean. It is the most wide-
ranging and probably the most abundant triggerfish in the eastern Pacific, where
ithas (?een reported from Haucho, Peru, to waters off central Mexico (Be'rry and
Baldwin 1966). Of the six triggerfishes reported from the eastern Pacific by Berry
ar_1d Bgldwm (1966), three are residents in the Gulf of California: Balistes polyle-
pis Stemdqchner, Pseudobalistes nautragium (Jordan and Stacks), and Sufffamen
verres (G|Ibeft and Starks). The addition of Alutera scripta ( dsbeck) some-
wtlaé placed in the family Monacanthidae, raised the total to four (B;)yd w.
Gua” g;,cpesirfs(.)rz?;\mun.). My triggerfish is the fifth balistid recorded from the

From 28 June to 21 july 1972, | collected about 2,750 juvenile fishes of
approximately 40 species, in association with floating mats of Sargassum (Behr-
stack 1975). The collecting was done just outside the mouth of San Carlos Bay
about ! km from the Canthidermis maculatus collection site. My samples includ-’
_ed 20 juveniles of the finescale triggerfish, Balistes polylepis, a common species
m the Qulf of California. Although most of the species | collected probably have
spawning populations in the vicinity of San Carlos Bay, some, such as Canthider-
mis macu_/afus, may hfwe been swept up the east side of the Gulf by the southerly
winds which predominate during the summer (Roden 1958; Roden and Groves
1959} and represent expatriates from Pacific Ocean populations.
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color abnormality was brought to my attention by skipper Tom McDonald and |

his crewman.

sablefish, Anoplopoma fimbria. It was landed with about 2200 kg of normally .

pigmented (red) shortspine thornyheads. It was a female 452 mm tota! length, 3
in excellent condition. This is the only such color abnormality | have observed

for this species in over 6 years of sampling trawl catches in the Newpon- '

8rookings, Oregon area.

_", | R Harwood, University of California, Los A ;R
On April 17, 1975 a black shortspine thornyhead was caught by the trawler , LOs Angeles; Richard H. Rosenblatt,

iS::;pps Institgtion of chqnography; Matthew R. Gilligan, University of Arizona;
o ]obn E. F|§ch, California Department of Fish and Game. Permission to collect
» &hes in Mexican waters (Permit No. 4995) was secured through the office of

B te Secretaria de Industria i i i
. . y Comercio, Subsecretaria de P i -
The entire fish was darkly pigmented, closely resembling the coloration ofa ; Ao, 1 e 16 thak Car

:_alwddg Regiones Pesquerag, Mexico City, Mexico. Also, I'd like to thank Gary
nchsgn of Arcata, California, for providing transportation and stimulating
é.mnversatlon on a most worthwhile field trip.
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