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INTRODUCTION

CCIJlIHlen:ial fiS]lillg for salmon ill t]le occall began in tIle Iat<: 19th
1I1ld ";Ir]y 20th l~cllturies "'hen it ,\'CIS funnd tllllt both chilloo], (UIICO­

rhYI/i'/ius tslw,wytscha) and silver sa]moll (U. lc/:sufc.h) would readily
lake ,I trolled lure (Vall Hynillg, 1~);J]), Scofield (J9i5G) noted th<11
{'ollllllen:ial trolling' thnHll,th the18~)()'s amounted to little nntil the
dis('overy of the mild-curing pl'(H:ess (about 1898) following which it
f'('a(~!led quantity production lIbout ]~)Ol, l\auff'man (1951) stated that
"'"sltington inside commercial trollers gradually turned to more pro­
dlwtive grounds offshore (1fter ] ~)J7. 'rhese offshore t1'o11el's were ex­
l'cec1 ingoly important to the 8COn01l1," of many small coastal ports and
\\,e]'(' instrumental in opening Il ew SlllH Il boat hi:ll'bors along the coasts
of \Vashington, Oregon, and California.

Commercial trolling licel1ses ha,'c showu a general iJ)C:J'(~Hse after
World ,Val' II and especiall:y elm'iug the last few years. Part of the
illc;rease has been clue to 1Ilt' ease in obtaining' licenses in some of the
states, regardless of type of boat 01' gear. Both eommercia] and sport
trolling may be c:ondnctec1 re'Hli];.' from small boats which require a
ill\\' original investmellt. The gea l' used is l'ompa ratiYely inexpensiYe,
This manner of fishing, therefore, h(1s attracted many hundreds of
('olliinercial and sport fishermen to "'Hters acljiwcnt to tIll' COHsts of the
thrc\' aforementioned states,

Sport fishing for salmon in \\'ashil1glol1 's souuds, bays. harbors, and
"jrel's also dates back to the late 1Dth c8I1t11r;.' (Pressey. 195;3). How­
erer, it was not until the carly J940 's that this salt-water sport began
showing signs of becoming' one of the more important fisheries of this
state. Scofield (op. cd.) mentioned th<1t salmon trolling was practiced
ill California in the early 1880's by a few sportsmen. 'l'Jle rcal increase
began after "'arId ,Val' n. Prior to 1%1, except for the Puget Sound
region, salt water sport catches general];.' occurred either in or just off
the various eoasta1 river mouths during' the period when runs of salmoll
Were expected to enter tJ1e rivers on their annual spawning migration.--ISubmitted for publication March, BGO. Prepared at the request of the Pacific Marine

Fisheries Commission, Data supplied by the State of Washington Department oj'
Fisheries, the Oregon Game Commission, the Oregon Fish Commission, and the
California Depcwtment of Fish and Game. Fig'ures by Cliffa Corson.
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Prior to 1950, relatively few sportsmen had fished for salmon in thi'
ocean. '1'h8 few pioneers in these al'cas Wl'l'e g'('n(,l'ally l()(~al peopll~ usinfr
small Jow-powered open boats \\'1Jofish('d the "safe" tides anll th(l~
scnrriel] to shol'e with t.lwi I' ('clh-Iws. '1'1](' 110l'SI'POWCl' nl<-,l~ \\"h iL:h so
raclieall~' changed the automotivc field clf't('I'\Vol'1<l ,Val' 11. ,l1so aI',
feded manufacturers of small boat motors. The w~e of glass, mdal.
and plastics 11<1s revolutionized the boat bnilcling industry. rL'hi: com,
bination of dependable and powel'ful motors witb larger, morc s('a.
worthy small craft has permitted the sportsma.n to travel to of]'shol'"
fishing areas that would bave been nnsafe only a few years ago. 'l'!l(!SI'
smal1 craft 11ave tended to outnnmber the commercial boats and Ita\"!'

illvac1ed coastal waters that fOl'merl.\·iJacl been fished eX(:lllsi\'t;ly by t1l1'
l;ommercial troller.

The question often arises in almost all~' discussion with commercial
or sport fishing interests as to the impodam'c of these two fisli'l'il~s 111
the total ocean cHIch of SHImon. The prillHl1·.'· (lifficulty in reaehij:~' wll"
Cjuate conclusions has been a lack of the manpower neecled to'1\1a\(,'
satisfactory surveys of sport fisheries. The comnwnial salmon catch for
the three western states is obtained relat i\'el~' easily since the pouIHlag'I'
of all fish sold must be listed on receipt sheets, l:opies of which arc SCIlI

to the managing' agency. '1'he nnmber of fisl1 in the catch can then Ill'
determined b~' applying avera:2'p we1g'11t factors collecte(1 in tIw field,

The estimaboll of the catch b~' sportsmen I11'1S ahvays been hang-hI
with cllfficulties. Each year the fisher." may change either in an';: (is/led,
duration of the fishery, or type of ]n rc llsecl. 'rIle program of S(i~llplillJ!

may be limited in scope because of manpower shortages. rl'hese Lletol'S.
singly or in combination, may canse sampling errors which ill tlll'll
may induce the catch estimate to be too large or too small. Howewr.
each of the states invo1Yed with oce,lll sport fisl1el'ies k1S devc)o!lI't1
certain methods to enumerate the catch.

In the sport fisheries two t~'pes of lwats preclominate: the skiff Of'

outboard kicker boat, and the party 01' c~hartel' boat. rChc pHr1 ,\' hO.llt~

mmal1y have better angler Slll'CeSS because of their greater !'llislIl~

range and experienced professional skippers. 'l'hey also carry l·;);\sidl~r·

abl~r more people than the smaller limited-range ontboHn1s.

METHODS OF ESTIMATING CATCH BY SPORTSMEN
Washington

"Washington does not issue a sport fishing' license for the taking of
salmon. The basic statistic used to estimate the sport catch depends 011

the area fished and the coverage desil'etl. In and off' the Inouth of tl.\I'
Columbia Hiyer boat counts taken 111' 1118 Coast Guard arc ',ed 11\

eonjuncti.on with per~Ol~al inte~'views ,~s the .boats bring th:ir cali:hes ~I;
the lanchng al'eas. rl11ls part1Cnlar smnpllng program IS eOJlductt'
jointly with the State of Oregon since the Colllmbia Hiveris till' stllt(·
bounclaT~·ljne. In the. more northern ('oastal ~Ireas .charter bo(~t. 10f.
books, Coast Guard boat connts, and personal Intcn'lews are utIllzel .

f -III"Tn the extreme 1101'thel'11 sedor (Ncah Hay J, boathonse re])ort OI .', \

are used in conj1111ctioll with int<~l'\'ie\\'s. Throngh the lIse of the~t,
methods, sampJillgintensit~,has he('11 HS higJI as :l(j per('c'nt of the b08t~
fishing' ill the urea (Columbia Hi\'(~r l'rogTI'ss HI'plld,l\ngll,-;j .. :)CC

CIII
' I

ber 195G) _ ;,
~

Oreg'on rcqni res H SJl

IItilizes the pl1nc~h ear'
l'Oll11ts of boats in the
Illrtlwcl l1as been SlWl:f'
'l)l'(':\d over l2;reat dist;
I'alt'!i. The Oregon pUI
of sal ilion. Prior to ID;)
1111: 1111mber of fish c,
II'i1ters. '1'his necessita1
Splll',-;(' heeallse of limit!
illg' ill1portation law \\'1

illtl'l'national waters b(
('IItt'r the state waters.

(';; i j I'orn ia also req 11

IillH1 skippers arcrcc!l
1'"I(·hes to tl18 Departl'
III' tile ac(;nracy of thesl
IIIH(lc~ a detailed stnd:
~HIIIIOll catehes, prima 1

'['hI' fig'll res used in Tn
aliI I 1I};"i(j party boat In
S"lll:'::i sport lawlillg·S.
1111;11,; for other ,)'cal's.
'''lIlpll'';, was lls('(1 to n
illgs \I'ere' ,00 perel~nt 0
1'l'lIf fl'om 1!J51 Oil (B1
10,-)~)j . .

('i1lil'ol'nia nlso has 1

11'1'1111 Id' SP0l't fishillg­
1111'111('.:11 1n;"i{ (Ca J11011
H,I'i111 l!);j!)). Til this
S;llIlllil' of lil~(,llse lwldl
Id' 1'1'i1S0IlS, alltl in tll i
dl'lIlll1lst I'ated ill a Ii 11
Ih" Ill'nil /I salmOl1 fi."l}('
hil\'I' he'cil.
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SPORTSMEN

lominate: the skill' or
boat. The par1y ])();l1s
;heir greater ('I'liisillg'
y also ca 1'1'" ('OIISidl'I"
"outboards,'

~1'(1I{'1' (',\'1'('11 (lI-' ()('l':.\:'\ ~.\Ii~l(),'\

Oregon

Ori'g'oll 1'(lljllil'I'S ~I sp01'1 (isllillg'lie(~lls(~ 1'01' '1<11111011 (11\(1 stec'llw<ld IlIld
utilizes 11](~ Illlll('lt (·'lJ'(l-il\h'l'vi('\\· ~,\'Sleln (\011111(\(1 wilh CO<lst CIlan1
C011111s of !)();-11s ill t!I(1 <lI'('IIS of li~:ilillg' 10 ('lllIlIH'I'<ll(' tl](' ('<It<,h, 'J'his
)l1etl10(\ Ims hl'l'll SIlI'l'I'S~flll ill ('('r1<lin <ll'I';-)S \Yl]('IT lhl' fislw1'." is not
spreild ,~)\'('J' g'l'c~<li di~,1,iIH'('S 'IIHI. II sillg'h~ s,Jl,~:(\i('s !ll'(ldOlllilli-lle:-; ill 1,11<'
('/l1c11. 1 he ()jO(lg'ofl pllll('!l (~;-11'(1 dOI'~ 1101 (111t('I'('lllla1(' l)('tW('<,11 SJ)('I'I0,S
of sill 111011. Prim' to 1~l;)q, it \\',1": 1101 I'('ljllil'e(l to IlIlt(' Oil tl1(' pllllC.h ean1
the r,lllllber of fish (',I I1!,.d I 1 if till' 1';11('h O('c'IlJ'I'ed ill illle1'natiomtl
wilte:,. This lwc~essijllted illl(,l'\'ie\\' S;-llllp]illg' which ]}l<l," han~ ]well
Spill'S!' !Jcl'<lIlSe of 1illlii('(1 lllilfl}lO\l'I'I', 1\,\' Jeg'islative a(:1 ill 10:J0, a lill1(l­
jll~ illlpor1atioll law \1'<1" ('11;-\1'1(,(1 \l'lli(·ll \'('(1l1i\'(IS ilml S,\11\\011 ('<lllgold, in
i1l11'1'11,11iollal wah'l's bCllOj('d OIl 111e ]lllileh (,i-l1'(1 WhCll l!le fislwl'!Ilell
ell1er the state Ivatel'S.

California

C;-i1ifol'llia. ;11so requi1'<'s ;-1 s}lOl't fi~;!Iillg' lil'l:llsC', Til this s1<lie parly
hoat sl;ippc1'S 111.'(' rl'l(llil'l'([ to SI'lld ,I (l;-lily log' of theil' Jlm;Srll::U~l'S'

('nt(']"'" 10 lhe D('paI'1111l'111 of }'isll ,111l1 (:;1111(', Spot I'hcl:ks arC' ll-lil(lc
or 111, ,Icc:lll'acy of 1hrse l'\'P0l'ts.lll 1~};\;\ (11\(\ l~);)G a 1'<:'(l(,1'al aiel p1'o;icet
1I11lcle a c1etailed sin(],\' of p,II'1,\' ho,l1, skifr, and other ocean sport
sa llilOll e,lt c~h CS, pri 111 a 1'i Iy h.'· sa 11 Ip 1i 11 g' 111 C h111 clings at ya l'i ons ])ort s,
Thl: fig'lIres 11sed in 'j'a]lle ;i \1'1'1'(' obtaillc'd from ihesp sources, Tn 105:)
/I11(l ]!)GG pa1'1y bO~lt lalH1illg's l'l\pI'I'SrI11e(1 G5 percent of the total oc(~an

salJlIon Sl)or1. landillg's, Pady boai rC'('(wds 'were used to cHlclllate the
tolnls for other ye~ll's. J\ II ,1SSlll11piion, lmsed on obseryations but not
salllpks, ,,'as 11s('(l to lila kl' il1l'se (';11('1\ hltions, Tt was: P;-II't." boat IH n(l­
iugs ..\(~re 90 pcrecnt of the totHl horll ] fl47 thl'ough 19;)0, and G;"i pel'­
l,rll1 •:'om 1951 on (Elc10u P, Hn~,.d\('s. peJ'S011Rl commnnication March
10:JD) ,

California alsohHs used a post 1';-11'(\ SI11'1'8Y method 10 estimale tlw
tl'ellc] of Sl10l't fisl1illg' <:;-11(·11l's <llll'illg' H1an~T of the years frOnt 19:3G
thl'lllll:!'ll ]0:)7 (C~lnlOllI1. ]~)GO, 1!):)], and ID5::3; Skilllle1', If};);); and
Ryall, ]~L)9). III tllis llw1hoc1 (ll1estioJlllaires are sent to a random
satllpl(~ of liecnse llOldl'l's, Post l'al'd S11l"'C)'S are s11spect fo1' a "ariet."
of reasons, and ill ill isi 11s1a lIN' tlH' 1'C'(lora I aid stuch of 1D;);J-Hl;'')(-j
dC'lllll!lstl'alecl ill at in If):J(-j 1llcpost (';-II'd l'etlll'J1S gave' all c~slimate of
the (>(',lll salmon fi:-;h(~l'v that was 111:«1'''' 011'('(: tillWS \\'blt it should
han been, ' ,.

;sio11 "'ith (;Olllllll'I'I'iill ,;
these two fisll\'1'il's to £

;;;'

:~.111t~" in,re(1(-hillg'ildtl. '1

1 '1 ~)\\,t'1' lwei ('I 1(1\11;lli,'

!'eiell salmol1 (';Ii,'ll 1'111'

1y Sil)(~e tlll' PI~i;lldilgl'

pies of whiell ,'ii' S('lll
the eatl~h c,111 t)II'll hI'
collected ill llt(' fil,It!,
always b(~(,ll JI';lllg'ht

') either in a n'H fishl'(!.
program of SHIl11llilig

lrtages, These I'nv!ll\'s,
errors which ill 1111'11
r too small. JJ ')I\I'W\',

;;heries has LlI:\'('IIIJ!I'<1

Jell for s(\l1\)(\l1 ill tll
fl

Ill," lO(~111 peolli" Iisill';
;;;,t1'(~" tid('s ,illd 111t'~1

\W\YC'!' l'ill'(' \I'll il'h '
"II

l)'1(\ \Val.' II (Ils(1 ill'.
" lise of glass,III('li11
2,'i lld l1stry, '1'1)(, ('(1111:
ith la I'gCl', !\\Ol'!' SI'i1.

to trH"e} to ollslll)I'p
fe'w YI~(11'S ,\gll, 'l'IiI'sP

l'l'cia1 boats ,llil i Ila\'1'

\ed eXI',lnsi\'('l,\' )1,\' till'

:J1se for the takillg' of
001'1, catch depends oil
, off the month of 1hr
',1. Guard an:'. 1N:IJ ill
bring their catc:ll<'S 10

Irog-ram is ('on.] \\('1(,(1
lbia River is tlli' sta1('
reas charter b(w 1 log
lterviews are u1ilized,
H1thouse report forlll~

ugh the use of tllrsC
:0 percent of the honts
,eport, Augnst-J)er rn1-

OCEAN C.A.TCH OF SALMON BY STATES
Washington

'r!l(~ phe.llolllCl1<ll g'l'OWt11 of t!ll' O(,('~111 sport fi~hcl'.v in \V<lshiugtOiI
':'(1'1 furthel' lHlste1H~cl by fnm1s ;-lllo(',!trcl by the Corps of Enginncl's
jo,l' building' and enlarging' sl11<111 ho;-Ii brlSillS, \Vestpo1't, located nbout
ll11dwHy along tIle \Vaslling'lon ('oasi, was l'C'1atiycly 1111know11 ]wior
to 1fi :;(), It is now the ('('ntel' of SPOl't fish ing' activities and boasts
{l1~e (Ii' the flllcSt J)1'otc<'1.(111 hoat h~ISillS a10l1g' Ihe coast. \Vit11in a Jew
1111l!1l1cs, fislwl'ml'll Jcavillg' this sllwll ('o<lstnl 10wn can be in a position
to ll1te1'eept the salmon J'UIIS lllovillg' either n01'1h or sonth, The ocean
Sport fisheries ill \Vashing'toll appem'('(1 rela1.ivply minor until 1952
(Table 1, Figures 1 Hild 2),
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TABLE 1

Washington Ocean Sport and Commercial Troll Calches in Thousands of Fish and
Percenl Sporl Calch 1947 Through 1958

Commcrcial catch Sport catch! Total fish KING (CH

OCEAN

9=
Pcrcent Sp"rt

ChinookSilvcrsChinookSil"crsChinookSih'crsChinookYear

](J47 ___ 325 584 6 3 :j31 ,"87 1.8 O. ;i
1948___ 286 746 6 3 zaz 74a 2.1 O.~
l!14\L __ 2!Jl 518 8 -1 2aa 522 2.7 0.8
1D50___ 25i ,'>51 17 13 274 564 6.2 2.:1
1951. __ 331 634 34 15 3G,) (i49 n.3 2.:1
1052 ___ 407 843 92 :lO 4\)lJ 873 18.·1 :l. ·1 7105S ___ 4]() Gfi5 4(; ,'>0 'lfi5 715 n.\) 7.0
1\)54 ___ 384 ,103 71 G3 -t:j[j 'HiG 1.".G I:l. 'i
1\)55 ___ 38;; 49·1 84 G1 .Iii\) [>55 17.n , 11.0 FOF1U50 ___ 2!J5 706 118 \·10 4\3 846 28.6 Hi. :. CALI
I!J[,7 _--I :j5n 737 102 llJ2 461 \)29 22. I :10.7
1958 ___ 270 52.) 84 145 354 670 23.7 21.1\

6 r---

1 ('llll1l11lJill Birel' SPlll't lalldillgs 111lrc lJeell cflilally diridl'd 1)('1.11'('1'11 \\·aslljllgl.lln 11 lid Oregon alld al'l' jlll'llId"11 III
plIrt IIl'rein.
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~iln'r:lSil"el's

Total fish

Cl,inook

Sport eat.chl

ChinookSi\l'crs

COIIIIlH~ITjal ent.ch

Year Chinook

J!J4!L __ 109 1n 8 13 117 181;
1050___ 88 164 J1 3 O!J 167
195L __ 212 27\1 10 fi 222 285
1(1)2 __ - n7 3:)3 11 16 248 :j(in
1053 ___ 1;")n 278 15 l:l Iii!) 2\11
In;",4 ___ 1!15 2·10 17 22 :!12 21\2
1%5 .. __ :lO7 2/)7 :,\1 .\.\ :Hili :ll I
I \I;",/)_ :n'l ·j·I!1 r>1 10;", :l8;; [",r)·1
10;",7 __ ~;d ;;f. I 70 12-1 :l:lO fi7!)

1!1;".8 17·1 I !J;; 7·1 rl!l 2-18 2:'"

TABLE 2

---------
- ..__ ._._-----._....

:-;OIIIWI';S: (:1i111l1)('I'I'I;11 lalldill~, [1'1111I the OI'I'~I1)( I,'hll (""lIlIIi"lolI H""';II'I'I, Lallllrallll')' ill AsllIl'ia. Ol'l'~lll\.
Sporl. ('atdl ,'sLillla!"s I'rllm Ill'..Jllhn HaYIIl'1' Ill' 11)(, Orl'glill (;;lInl' ('l1l11l11issillll, Pllrl.land, On'glln. ,-JIJI

, ('l1ll1l11hja HiveI' spllrl. lalldings lJare bcen clJllally dil'idt'd 1"'1.11'1'1'11 WaslJillgl.1I11 and Oreglill alld ;11',' lIt1'III111
part III,rl!1n.

Oregon Ocean Sporl and Commercial Troll Calches in Thousands of Fish and
Percenl SpOI'l Calch 1949 Through 1958

The ocean sport catch for chinook salmon has ranged from a low of
llearly 2 percent to a high of I\(,Hrl~' 2fl perC'f'nt of the total ('att-It
d U I'i ng the years 1947 through 1958. 8il vcr catches have rangell 1'1'0111

h's:-; than 1 percent to nearly 22 pereent (luring the same period.

Oregon

Ocean sport snlmon 'fishing in Oregon showed nearly the same mnsh·
rooming inerea:-;e asin the State of \\Tnshing-toll. Rport fishing ()('('I\rn'<!
on a minor seale for a nU111b81' of ~'eC:lI'S in Coos,\Vill<:.heslel', and Depoe
bays bnt was negligible until 1~)55 (Table 2, Fig-ures 1 am1 2).
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KING (CHiNOOK) SALMON. Numbers of ocean caught king salmon landed by
commercial and sporl fishermen in Washington, Oregon, and California.
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The percent ocean sport catch 1)~' s]w.cies 1HlS risen :from over 4 iii
] 052 to nearly 30 in 1958 for ehil}()ok salnlol1, and from nearl,Y 2 tli
over 23 for si]ycr salmon in IfL50 HI\\] 1!);")8 respc\'tiv(j1y. Silver salmoli
contribute the major sllHre of 11]8 ()I'call spod catc:h ill this stat(~. avcl'_
agillglleal'~Y ;);) percent~ron~ l!I-:l!J t hrongh 1!J:38. This l"1>latinI1ship
1101cls trne ]Jl the commerc1Hl fishcr~' also.

SILVER ~

8 I---f---+------j--

TABLE 3

California Ocean Sport and Commercial Troll Catches in Thousands of Fish and
Percent Sport Catch 1947 Through 1958

KING (Chinook) SALMON
TIle thinook ('atches of all ~tat('s IHIY(' hecII eombincc1 to illdica!t'

the ]'(>lati\"l' stl'C'llgtlJ of the sport (',Ii<,h alo11;2: lIw \Vest Coast crabl.·
4). \Vendlel' al](l ,Tnngc (1!lj71h,I\'C' poilltcd 011t thM 1110]'(: tlJilil ow

~ OREGON COM

LL 1 \

~ 3 ~-I---+---+
::>
o
I
~ I
a c.: i----1-----1-+
~ I I t-
2 c.fALIFORNI

i I r-t\:::: I -· -l

(.

7 1---+----1-/++-1

\ -t--

\
(; 1---lI--t------\(

0/
5 f---!----f---j--

o
w
o
2
~

.J 4 f--L----''-------'--

-----
ChinookSih'crs

'fotallish

('hillookSil\'t,I'S

-_._--,----~----~----------.=:::.:..:...=.::.:.__ .:...-:=::: -=:::-.

Sport eat,'I,

ChillookSih-ers

--,-------- --------------------- ------
CUllllllereial l'a k.h

Year Cl,illook

California

Sport fishing for salmon in California OCellI'S, for the most ])al'l,

from Montere:v Bay llorthward. ~ig'llifi(:allt catches are m<:1(lc ill j\Toli.
terey Bay, off San Prm1l'.iseo Bay, off li~ot't l:ragg, aw] nOl'thwal'(] t't'OIiI

Eureka. ']'h8 fishery first bCC',;IlIlC impol'i;lIlt at San Pr(lnc:iseo whi(:1i
was ancl is ]H'inull'il:v a party boat fisl1l'l)·. In the other areas tile PI'O­

portion of skiff catches is mlleh 1ligllCl'. (rrotal landings of spod alid
commercial salmon are Sbm"l] in Tahle :3 aIH] Figures 1 and 2.i

rrhe nltio of killg to silver salmon "Varies from port to port alii! s('a­
son to season, but Jor purposes of estimating the numbers of :--;ih(~l'

salmon fOl' Tabh· :3 it ,vas assumed th,lt tlw relationship fonncl ill 1~);)'-1

and 19;,)() existed from 1047 tl1]'('111 g-l, 19;38. Dlll'ing' those seasons 7..J
percent of the total SPOl't larlcling's \\"el'l; sihers.

Of the total salmon catch in Califol'nia, tlle catch by tbe ocean sport
fisllel'yhas ranged from less than 1 pel'eel1t in 1047 to a high of ~~

and 21 perc~ent in 10;3:3 H!H1 1!);3;) YOI' ('hinook and silver sahll011 1'("

speetively. The c1ramatic incl'ease ill lillH Ii ng's \\"11 iell oec11IT('11;· l!);"il
has fallen off in 1057 amI 10;38.

---- .. ... - - . ------;
I It'i'arl mL'1I1 (If Fish

l!147 _ lilO 87 ;) 0,,1 t i 1:-, 87.4
1\148 ___ ·121 \Ia 1\ I 4:,2 (J4
I \\4\J ___ -100 8!1 2:, " ·12:, \JI
ID;'iO ___ 4:30 8;) ;,7 ;-) 487 (10
I \\;, 1__ 411i :,8 10:, S ;, I \\ ()()

I !I;;2. 474 !J2 12:, 10 ;',\17 102
1\1;,:1._ 4\JO 100 HI II li:,1 III
l\\;A ___ 77\ G4 17\ 1-\ \1·12 78
1!It>:; ___ 747 [)(i 184 I;', \J:,I 71
1!J;;li_ !I;;8 liS lli:, I:, 1,121 81
1\J;')7,_ -\82 8\J (;-1 ;) :,-11; \)4
I D;)8_ . ;;;;0 20 or) ;) ·11:; 2;")

------.-.._-_. _..__ ._._- ~ --_.. ~------~._.~_.- -- I
-----~_._.

Slllil:CJo:; Salmol1 III ({I sf ,,"1111'11,1 illrl.':.;t.i~aj,iIJJI~, ~l:iril1" 1:('~IHlr('{'S Ih;oll'll, 1''11 il'orll ia
fi;tIlH'. ~lal'('I, ] !);-, ~!.
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FIGW'.'E 2. SILVER SALMON. Numbers of ocean caught silver salman landed by commercial
and spor! fishermen in Washington, Oregon, and California.
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07, (i

m.4
!l7.1
!l5.S
!I:{. -I
87.7
87.2
82.1;
81. I
78.0

Pcrccnt

COllllncreial
landillgs

(i74.4
84:~

709
821

J.OOO
I,:~H

J.117
80li
n:n

1,481
1,G08

\H\I

Tot.al
lnndill.!!S

Tntal
lalldillgs

:L4
4

10
21
2!1
f,ti

74
\)\1

J20
2f,S
:J21
20\1

Estillwt.ed
sport eat..,iJ

Pereellt

G71
8:3!!
780
800
971

1,288
J.O-l:{

707
817

1,22:~

1,:~77

740

COllllllcrcial Estimated
cat.ch sportcatc},

COllllllcreial
catch

C()I111\\er(~ial ~p(lrl

l'lIldillgs J:"ltlil1~~

.------_._--..-----_. ------_.--- _.-----_._---- ._----_._._._-- -' --' ----Year

COlllbincd years

1!l47-48...... __ ... -- __ ....... 1,642 28 J ,670 98.a I.i
1\I48-4\l ........... -.---,--.---- 1,507 51) 1,56a 96.4 ;{ .Ii
1\l49-50._ ............ _....... 1.575 124 1,699 92.7 7.:1
10.')0-51._ ..... - .. "'." .. "'. 1,734 2:32 1,966 88.2

I 11.8
105J-52...... __ ----.- ------ 2,077 a73 2,450 84.8 15.2
HJ52-53 .. __ ........ --' -- ..... 2.177 '128 2,60.5 83.6 Hi ..,
1053-.54.. _..... . -- ... 2.400 4()] 2,870 83.9 Hi. I
1054-55._ .. _......... _... _... 2.78\l .586 3,:Hii 82.6 17 ..,
I !l,5.5-.56...... ------ -- ,._--_._- a,021) !i5!) 3,68.5 82. I 17.!I
1\1.56-.57 ......... . _----------.. - 2.67!1 577 a.2.5G 82.3 17. i
1057-58 ____ .. __ ... -- ......... 1,88G 468 2.354 80.1 !O.O

SILVER SALMON
TIle annlHll catcJ1E'S of sihel' sall1lon lla"elJeell totaled ill 'l'al>II' ;). III

this ('nse incli\'idual ,\'(:(-11'8 have lwpn llsed sinc:c tlI!:: gT('ilt lJla.illl'it,'· of
the silver sallllon landed arc in their tllird year,

year ldass ('liters the cateh of both OCe(l11 troll Hlld spurt fisheri(':) ill a
given year. HelIce, a moving' average eOlnbining' at least two years \Va~

lIsed, notwithstanding the fact that the sport fisheries operate Oil two
three, and possibly four year classes. '

TABLE 4
Washington, Oregon, and California Combined Ocean Chinook Salmon Catches in Thousands 01

Fish and Percent Catch by Fishery, 1947·1958

Table ':I- indicates that the ocean sport catch of chinook Salli\<\l\ i~

approaching' 20 percent of the total catch. It was pointed out prey iowd,\'
that both Oregon and vVashingtoll sport catches haye apPl'oache<l or px·
c:eeded one-£o11rth the total ocean l:ateh in these states. However, Cali·
fornia sport catches 'were low in 1057 and ]9;')8, which held th~ total
percent catch for all states combined at a lower 1e\'e1.

1047 __

J!J48_ ....
104\1 .
1950.... ,.,
1!J5!.._
H):;2 .. _
l\}:;:~ __ ..
HJfJ4 .. __ ..
1\):;f,- __ .
1\l:i() .. __
]flfi7 .....
10:;8. __ ,

TABLE 5
Washington, Oregon, and California Combined Ocean Silver Catch in Thousands of

Fish and Percent Catch by Fishery, 1947 Through 1958
===========;=:====7=======;=====~=;=========
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It may be obscrvecl UJat the spo]'t ('ateh of sjl\'(~ri:l ]s pJ'(~sently ex.
('eecling 20 pel'cen1. of l.he total 01.'(';-111 c:atl:h. Prior to 195:3, the silwl'
salmoll spod nlh·h W;-IS lIlillOJ' ill alillost ;111 stall's whell gT(';-t1(~r l'JIl.
phasis W,IS pl,Il'('<I Oil (·;-lh·ilillg 1111' hll'g'('I' ('hillook s'lln}(lll. Ilo\\,evl'I'.
wit II t h(' ,Ill \' ('111. 0 f t ht' "m 0 0 (,11 i II g " Jl)( ~ thod 0 f fi sit iII go Whil.: il U~e~

h(~ITing for hilit, alld the (;;-II'Jiel'-S(~iI:,on fishillg, sil\'(~]' salmoll wer!'
caught ill larg:cl' II\IInbel's. 'J'hi:.;, l'Ullph~(] with gTcaiel' 111llnberi:l of fishel'.
JIIan trips, makes the catch of this sper:.ies b.'· sport gear el!l importallt
segnwllt of tlle harvest.

TUNA TAGGi
F

C. E. E

Cal

SUMMARY OF COASTWISE SPORT CATCHES
'l'he oceall sport ('i1teJI uf both l·hilll)ol, all<l sii\,(~l' s,llmull JlilS illl:I'('ilSed

plH',llomenall,\' 0\'('1' the past 1() ."1'iII'S ill\(\ is j\ITS\:'lltl,v ,\\TO\\lltillg' rill'
over 20 perl.:('llt of the total ('{lil')1. Tlll'I'e is some illdil:atioll til, I till'
lw]'cent sport entl'h IlHl)' be stilhilizillg Oil chillOOk salmoll, TIJI' SPOI'l
f'ishcrl11anis ('xielldillg his SCilsOll ill 1illle ,11111 is lc'nd illg' lo JIIO\'I: illtll
the a}'(~a th;-lt IIO!'lllillly WilS fished Oldy b.'· th(' CllllJllll'l'cia) tTolll:I',
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