March 3, 2009
Matt St. John, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

RE: Comments for the 2008 303(d) List of Water Quality Limited Segments

Dear North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board:

I am a resident of Orleans, California and I live on the Klamath River.  My family enjoys swimming and boating in the Klamath.  My husband and I own a general store in Somes Bar, California that depends largely on fishermen, rafters and campers who come to enjoy the Klamath River.  Our livelihood, quality of life, and health depend on clean water.

It is very important to me that the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board support listing the Klamath River (Iron Gate Dam to Weitchpec)- for toxic algae.  Over the past couple of summers we have noticed an increase in the toxic algae present in the swimming hole in front of our house.  We are afraid for our dog, young children, and ourselves.  My husband has contracted several ear infections after kayaking in the Klamath.  I broke out in a rash and was afraid to swim in the river the rest of the summer.  We often have tourists in the store tell us that they would not swim in the Klamath and they prefer to go camp on the Trinity because of the algae.  The toxic alga is hurting our business.

Thank you for accepting and considering my comments.  Again, I strongly support listing the Klamath River below Iron Gate for toxic algae.

Sincerely,

Tera Palmer 

Salmon River Outpost

99531 Hwy 96

Somes Bar CA 95568

Terap3@gmail.com
(530)469-3350

