Mr. Jeffrey Shu
State Water Resources Control Board

Division of Water Quality

PO Box 100

Sacramento CA 95812-0100

(JShu@waterboards.ca.gov)

Dear sir,
 Please accept this submission of water quality data from the Big River Watershed (Region 1-North Coast) to the California Integrated Report-Surface Water Quality Assessment and List of Impaired Waters. Attached to this electronic submittal are a cover letter, an Integrated Report Data Submittal Information Form, an Excel spreadsheet containing data collected from Big River and several tributary streams beginning in August 2008 and continuing through August 2010 and information related to the Mendocino Land Trust’s Big River Stewards efforts to understand the nature of Big River’s aquatic habitat and the threats faced by it’s biological community.
For background, in 2002, the Mendocino Land Trust acquired the nearly 7,400-acre Big River property, which includes approximately 13 miles of the mainstem Big River, and conveyed it to California State Parks. Since 2003, the Land Trust has organized a volunteer group, the Big River Stewards, to aid in the property’s management through conducting invasive plant mapping and removal, point-count bird surveys, erosion control work on the approximately 88-miles of “legacy” logging roads and, beginning in the summer of 2006, an aquatic monitoring program which conducts summer stream temperature monitoring in cooperation with the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board as well as summer dive counts of juvenile salmonids on the mainstem of Big River and several of its tributaries.
In 2008, the Big River Stewards began monitoring additional water quality parameters which include grab samples of dissolved oxygen (both percent saturation and milligrams per liter are reported), conductivity and specific conductance and salinity; these are the data we submit for consideration for the Integrated Report.

Sincerely, Matt Coleman, Big River Stewards Coordinator

Mendocino Land Trust

PO Box 1094

Mendocino CA 95460

707-962-0470

mcoleman@mendocinolandtrust.org 
