
Friends of Novato Creek

An Environmental Action Group
Protecting the Novato Creek Watershed

Some Proposed Organizational Goals

I1!l Protection, restoration, and improvement of the
Novato Creek Watershed

t':i Building community awareness through public
outreach and hands on programs with local
community f"roups, youth groups, schools,
individuals and environmental organizations

ell Development as pmi of the public outreach of the
subgroup, Kids for Novato Creek to
promote,organize and monitor specific sites and
conduct directed clean up projects.
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Froemlls.. lEvery Creek Needs Some..

I!lI Introductions

I!I Proposed Objectives & Concerns

m Current Activities and Next Steps

81 Call for Volunteers & Group Leaders

Novato Creek

III Dh'crsc with Rural, l!rhllll, '" Estuarinc

1!I Watcr Quality ~\(: Cn:d. Monitoring

Stewardship:

'nle Novato Crl.\:k docs nol have "a steward" Ihal regularly monitors walcr
C[ualil\' ,

Funding:

Wc arc secking Ilillding, grants and donations to hegin a comprchcnsivc
assessmcnt or the Water QUII Ii ty in the Novato Creek and sumlllllding
water\\'<I\s.

Assessment Goa I:

Our goal is to identil\' problem areas and solutions throughout the
watershed,
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Novato Creek.. .. lF~lcts

!!I Novato Crcck has arcas with high Bactcrial lcvels

iii Declining wildlirc populalions and biodivcrsity havc bccn
obscrvcd. Morc than 20 spccics of marine life! invcrtcbratcs have
vanishcd in thc creck. ponds and lagoons

E] Novato Crcck & Flood Contr.0l District is onc of thc largcst
Watcrshcds in Marin Connty .

IllI Siltation in the lower Novato Creek has resulted in inadcquate
llow to llush the crcek. Conccrns (Irc watcr pollution (sill) and
!looding

l!l Highcr Mcrcury lcvcls than thc standard for San Pablo Bay havc
bccn idcntificd in thc Crcek.

III Novato Crcck is silting in al a ralc or 1-2 fcel in places per year.This
sediment has been identified as coming from the erosion in the uppcr
watcrshed.

lliI Pachcco Pond has had numcrous incidcnts of wildlifc & fish kills
reported with no agcncy iJl\·cstigation.

I1l Illegal discharges from NO\·alo Sanitary were highcsl in Marin County

Ell Investigation of pOlenti<l1 SOllrces of polllltion in Novato Creek

Novato Sanitary District olltfalls
Pollution in Pachcco Pond

Potential toxics cntering wilters llowing from HAAF

Stonnwatcr RunolT
BcI Marin Key Industrial Park
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Current Activities

c Seeking funding for Educational outreach and NO\'ato Creek Wildlife
website

I;] Conducting Aerial Photo slll\'ey of the creek

[J Gathering historic Mercury. Bacterial. and sedimenlation data on the
creek

o Planning a wildlife assessment of the wetlands and Pacheco Pond
area

c AligJ1Jllenl wilh local cnvironJllental organizalions and identification
ofjoint goals

[) Identificalion of Grant opportunities

m Next meeting to address Board of Dircctors and final drafting and
approvi ng of the Articles of Incorporation.

EJ Develop a monthly monitoring program including bacterial. nitrates.
phosphates dissoh'cd 02 and othcr parametcrs TBD

Next Steps:
Friends of Novato Creek

I!J Invitation to join and become a char1er member. We arc seeking $25
donations to begin programs for the Creek

m Incorporation as a non-profit is in progress.

I!I Seeking nominations for Board Members and Advisory Steering
Committee

o Begin dri\'e for \'Ohmleers & leaders of programs

i3 Creek Cleanup scheduled in next scver:)1 months

lil Development of a Stceling committec to dc\'c!0p a long tCllll plan
and objectives
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Volunteer Opportunities
Mt'mb('rship

Dalabase ('clIlrdinatiou

Phonc ( c-Illail In'('

1\lelllhership dlin pl;ulllinl!(
i"{Hu·tlinatitlIl

Volunl('('r Coordination

Fundmisilll!

Crcek Walch :nul \\":ltcl' ()uality
llol1it()l"ine

In Ficld

J)"I" Arw'ysis

Aqualk [ns('('t Samp1iul!

Bird & Fish Monitol'inl!

(;r:lIIl InH'sligntinn and '''riting

Fin:mcial Seryin's- l)ap('r",orl~Tan's

I)l-n'lupnu:nt ofthl' F;'\C Ohjectin..·s und Prngr:lms ­
I.ong l~anAc Phmning

Puhlk AW:lrl'IIt.·sS

lloc(.'I1l )l';'HI tours of the Nm':.,to Cn·l'ii.

l't1hlk:llioll Pt'ududitm. Nl'wsh.'ttcrs & Guidl'S

Supp0l1 ror ~Ionlhly ~'lcetings••\dministratin'
Supp"..t

()utr('al~h l)rugrnO' f)(-'\'l'lnpmcnl

\Vl'hsih.' 1lt.'\'l·lopnu.'nt

I{,,'scard.

llistorit'lll InftH"nwtion on Novat,n C"'l4t·k

\Ial's "rill<' Walnshed! Wall'rshed \lal'pil1(t

Every Creek Needs Friends..

Sign up to volunteer, tinle, or lTIOney
for Friends of Novato Creek and leave
a legacy for the future ...
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