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C H A P T E R   2.    P R E S E N T  A N D
P O T E N T I A L  B E N E F I C I A L  U S E S

State policy for water quality control in California
is directed toward achieving the highest water
quality consistent with maximum benefit to the
people of the State.  Therefore, all water resources
must be protected from pollution and nuisance that
may occur as a result of waste discharges.

Establishing the beneficial uses to be protected in
the Central Coastal Basin is a cornerstone of this
comprehensive plan.  Once uses are recognized,
compatible water quality standards can be
established as well as the level of treatment
necessary to maintain the standards and ensure the
continuance of the beneficial uses.  This chapter
will examine and identify historical, present, and
potential beneficial uses in the Basin.

The remainder of this chapter summarizes current
beneficial uses, describes anticipated future water
demands characterizing future or potential water
users, and lists the present and potential beneficial
uses in tabular form.

I.  PRESENT AND
POTENTIAL BENEFICIAL
USES

Beneficial uses are presented for inland surface
waters by 13 sub-basins in Table 2-1.  Beneficial
uses for inland surface waters are arranged by
hydrologic unit on pages II-2 through II-15.  A map
of the hydrologic units is shown in Figure 2-1 on
page II-16.  Beneficial uses are regarded as existing
whether the water body is perennial or ephemeral,
or the flow is intermittent or continuous. Beneficial
uses of coastal waters are shown in Table 2-2 on
page II-17. 

Surface water bodies within the Region that do not
have beneficial uses designated for them in Table 2-
1 are assigned the following designations:

• Municipal and Domestic Water Supply
 

• Protection of both recreation and aquatic
life.

Municipal and Domestic Water Supply is
designated in accordance with the provisions of
State Water Resources Control Board
Resolution 88-63 is by reference, a part of this Plan.
(A copy of this resolution is located in the
appendix).  These MUN designations in no way
affect the presence or absence of other beneficial
use designations in these water bodies.

Ground water throughout the Central Coastal
Basin, except for that found in the Soda Lake Sub-
basin, is suitable for agricultural water supply,
municipal and domestic water supply, and
industrial use.  Ground water basins are listed in
Table 2-3. A map showing these ground water
basins is displayed in Figure 2-2 on page II-19.

II.  BENEFICIAL USE
DEFINITIONS

Beneficial uses for surface and ground waters are
divided into the twenty standard categories      
listed below.  One of the principal purposes of this
standardization is to facilitate establishment of both
qualitative and numerical water quality objectives
that will be compatible on a statewide basis.



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-2 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

        BIG BASIN HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Lucerne Lake Estuary X X X X X X X X X X

Lucerne Lake X X X X X X X X

   Arroyo de los Frejoles Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Arroyo de los Frejoles Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X

Gazos Creek Lagoon/Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Gazos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Old Womans Creek X X X X X X X X X

Whitehouse Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Cascade Creek Lagoon/Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Cascade Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Green Oaks Creek Lagoon/Estuary X X X X X X X X X

Green Oaks Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Ano Nuevo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Finney Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Elliot Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Waddell Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Waddell Creek (Main Stem) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Waddell Creek, east branch X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Last Chance Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Blooms Creek X X X X X X X X X X

         Sempervirens Creek X X X X X X X X X X

            Union Creek X X X X X X X

         Sempervirens Res. X X X X X X X X X

      Opal Creek X X X X X X X X

         Rogers Creek X X X X X X X

         Maddocks Creek X X X X X X X

  Waddell Creek, west branch X X X X X X X X X X X

      Kelley Creek X X X X X X X

      Berry Creek X X X X X X X

      Henry Creek X X X X X X X X

Scott Creek Lagoon X X X X X X X X X X

Scott Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Little Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Big Creek (Ano Nuevo) X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Berry Creek X X X X X X X X

      Deadman Gulch Creek X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-3 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

      Boyer Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Mill Creek (Scott Creek) X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Mill Creek Res. X X X X X X X X X X X

Molino Creek X X X X X X X X X X

San Vicente Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Mill Creek (Bonnie Doon) X X X X X X X X X

Liddell Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Liddell Creek, east branch X X X X X X X X X X X

   Liddell Creek, west branch X X X X X X X X X

Laguna Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Laguna Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Reggiardo Creek X X X X X X X X

Majors Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Baldwin Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Baldwin Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Wilder Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Wilder Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Cave Gulch X X X X X X X X

Younger's Lagoon X X X X X X X X X X

Antonellis Pond X X X X X X X X X

Moore Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Neary's Lagoon X X X X X X X X

San Lorenzo River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

San Lorenzo River X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Branciforte Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Blackburn Gulch X X X X X X X X X

      Tie Gulch X X X X X X X X X

      Granite Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Carbonera Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Zayante Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Bean Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

         Mackenzie Creek X X X X X X X X X

         Ruins Creek X X X X X X X X X

         Lockhart Gulch Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Mountain Charlie Gulch X X X X X X X X X

      Lompico Creek X X X X X X X X X X

         Mill Creek (SLR) X X X X X X X

   Newell Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Loch Lomond Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-4 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Love Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Fritch Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Smith Creek X X X X X X X

   Spring Creek Gulch X X X X X X X

  Bear Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Connelly Gulch X X X X X X X X X

      Shear Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Deer Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Hopkins Gulch X X X X X X X X X

   Two Bar Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Kings Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Logan Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Sleeper Gulch X X X X X X X X

      McDonald Gulch X X X X X X X X X X

   Spring Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Boulder Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Bracken Brae Creek X X X X X X X X

      Hare Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Jamison Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Peavine Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Silver Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Foreman Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Malosky Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Clear Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Alba Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Marshall Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Manson Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Fall Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      South Fall Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Bennett Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Bull Creek X X X X X X X X

   Shingle Mill Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Gold Gulch Creek X X X X X X X X X

Woods Lagoon X X X X X X X X

Arana Gulch X X X X X X X X X X X

Schwan Lake X X X X X X X X X

Corcoran Lagoon X X X X X X X X X X

Rodeo Creek Gulch (Doyle Gulch) X X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-5 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

Moran Lake X X X X X X X

Soquel Lagoon X X X X X X X X X X

Soquel Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Bates Creek X   X X X X X X X X

      Grover Gulch X X X X X X X X X

   Soquel Creek, east branch X X X X X X X X X X

      Hinckley Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Amaya Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Soquel Creek, west branch X X X X X X X X X

      Hester Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Laural Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Burns Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Moores Gulch X X X X X X X X X

         Miners  Creek X X X X X X X X X

Aptos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Valencia Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Trout Gulch X X X X X X X

   Bridge Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Valencia Lagoon X X X X X X X

        PAJARO RIVER HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Corralitos Lagoon X X X X X

Palm Beach Pond X X X X X X X

Pinto Lake X X X X X X X X X

Kelley Lake X X X X X X X X X

Drew Lake X X X X X X X X X

Tynan Lake X X X X X X X X X

Warner Lake X X X X X X

Pajaro River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pajaro River X X X X X X X X X X X X X

San Benito River X X X X X X X X X X X

   Bird Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Pescadero Creek (S. Benito) X X X X X X X X X X X

   Tres Pinos Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Hernandez Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X

Tequisquita Slough X X X X X X X

San Felipe Lake X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pacheco Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-6 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Pacheco Lake X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Llagas Creek (above Chesbro Res.) X X X X X X X X X X X

   Chesbro Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X

  Llagas Creek (below Chesbro Res.) X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Alamias Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Live Oak Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Little Llagas Creek X X X X X X X X

Carnadero Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Uvas Creek, downstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Uvas Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Little Arthur Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Bodfish Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Black Hawk Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Uvas Creek, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X

         Little Uvas Creek X X X X X X X X

         Swanson Canyon Creek X X X X X X

         Alec Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

         Croy Creek X X X X X X X X

         Eastman Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

     Pescadero Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Soda Lake X X X X X

    Salsipuedes Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Corralitos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Browns Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Gamecock Creek X X X X X X X X X

         Ramsey Gulch X X X X X X X X X

         Redwood Creek X X X X X X X X

      Mormon Gulch X X X X X X X

      Clipper Gulch X X X X X X X

      Cookhouse Gulch X X X X X X X

      Shingle Mill Gulch X X X X X X X X X

      Rattlesnake Gulch X X X X X X X

      Diablo Gulch Creek X X X X X X X

      Eureka Gulch X X X X X X X

      Rider Gulch Creek X X X X X X X X X

Watsonville Slough X X X X X X X X X X

   Struve Slough X X X X X X X X X X

   Hanson Slough X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-7 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIOL RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Harkins Slough X X X X X X X X X X

      Gallighan Slough X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-8 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

        BOLSA NEUVA HYDROLOGIC UNIT

McClusky Slough X X X X X X X X X

Elkhorn Slough X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

  Los Carneros Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Bennett Slough/Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

   Parsons Slough X X X X X X X X X X

        CARMEL RIVER HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Carmel River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Carmel River X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   San Clemente Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X

      San Clemente Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Pine Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Los Padres Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Cachagua Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Finch Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Tularcitos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Rana Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      Chupines Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Black Rock Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   White Rock Lake X X X X X X X X X X

        SANTA LUCIA HYDROLOGIC UNIT

San Jose Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

San Jose Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Garrapata Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Palo Colorado Canyon X X X X X X X X X X X X

Rocky Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Bixby Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Mill Creek X X X X X X X X

Little Sur River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Little Sur River X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Big Sur River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Big Sur River X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Big Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-9 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Devils Canyon Creek, south fork X X X X X X X X X

   Devils Canyon Creek, middle fork X X X X X X X X X

   Devils Canyon Creek, north fork X X X X X X X X X

   Big Creek, north fork X X X X X X X

Limekiln Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Mill  Creek (Cape San Martin) X X X X X X X X X X X

Willow Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Salmon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

        SALINAS HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Moro Cojo Slough X X X X X X X X X X X X

Old Salinas River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Tembldero Slough X X X X X X X X X

Espinosa Lake X X X X X

Espinosa Slough X X X X X

Salinas Reclamation Canal X X X X X

Gabilan Creek X X X X X X X X X

Alisal Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Blanco Drain X X X X X

Salinas River Refuge Lagoon (South) X X X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #1 X X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #2 X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #3 X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #4/5 X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #6 X X X X X X X X

Marina Pond #7 X X X X X X X X X

Laguna Grande/Roberts Lake X X X X X X X

Del Monte Lake X X X X X X

El Estero Lake X X X X X X X X X

Salinas River Lagoon (North) X X X X X X X X X X X X

Salinas River, dnstr of Spreckels Gage X X X X X X X X X

Salinas River, Spreckels Gage-Chualar X X X X X X X X X X X X

Salinas Riv, Chualar-Nacimiento Riv X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Arroyo Seco River X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Abbott Lakes  (The Lakes) X X X X X X X X X X

     Piney Creek X X X X X X X X

      Paloma Creek X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-10 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

      Tassajara Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Santa Lucia Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Vaqueros Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Reliz Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Hames Creek X X X X X X X X

   San Antonio Riv., dwnstr frm Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X

      San Antonio Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      San Antonio Riv, upstm Frm Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Pancho Rico Creek X X X X X X X X X

   San Lorenzo Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Chalone Creek X X X X X X X X X

Salinas R.,Nacimiento R.-S. Margarita Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X X

  Nacimiento River, upstream of Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Salmon Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Nacimiento Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Nacimiento River, dwnstr Res. X X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Las Tablas Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

          Las Tablas Creek, north fork X X X X X X X X X X

          Las Tablas Creek, south fork X X X X X X X X X X

               Franklin Creek X X X X X X X

   San Marcos Creek X X X X X X X X

   Paso Robles Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Jack Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

      Santa Rita Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Atascadero Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Margarita Reservoir (Lake) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Salinas R., Reservoir-Headwaters X X X X X X X X X X X

   Huerhuero Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Vineyard Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

   Big Sandy Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Atascadero Lake X X X X X X X X X X

        ESTERO BAY HYDROLOGIC UNIT

San Carpoforo Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

San Carpoforo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Estrada Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Chris Flood Creek X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-11 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Wagner Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Dutra Creek X X X X X X X X  X

Arroyo de los Chinos X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo de la Cruz Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo de la Cruz Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Burnett Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo del Oso X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo del Corral X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Oak Knoll Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Arroyo Laguna X X X X X X X X X

Little Pico Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Little Pico Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pico Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pico Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Pico Creek, south fork X X X X X X X X X X X

   Pico Creek, north fork X X X X X X X X X X X

San Simeon Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

San Simeon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Steiner Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Rosa Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Rosa Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Perry Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Green Valley Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Villa Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Cayucos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Old Creek, downstream X X X X X X X X X X X

   Whale Rock Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Old Creek, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Toro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Morro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Little Morro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Morro Bay Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Chorro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Dairy Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   San Luisito Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   San Bernardo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Los Osos Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Warden Lake Wetland X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-12 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

Islay Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Coon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Diablo Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

San Luis Obispo Creek Estuary (a) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

S.L.O.Crk. above  W. Marsh St. X X X X X X X X X X X X

S.L.O.Crk. below  W. Marsh St.      X X X X X X X X X X X X

Froom Creek X X X X X X

   Davenport Creek X X X X X X X X X

   San Luis Obispo Creek, east fork X X X X X X X X X X X

   Stenner Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Brizziolari Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Prefumo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Laguna Lake X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pismo Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Pismo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Grande Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Grande Creek, downstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Oceano Lagoon X X X X X X X X

      Meadow Creek X X X X X X X X X X

         Pismo Marsh (Lake) X X X X X X X X

   Los Berros Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Lopez Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Grande Creek, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Big Pocket Lake    (Dunes Lakes) X X X X X

Willow Lake              "      " X X X X X X X X

Pipeline Lake            "      " X X X X X X X X

Celery Lake              "      " X X X X X X X X

Hospital Lake            "      " X X X X X X X X

Big Twin Lake           "      " X X X X X X X X

Small Twin Lake        "      "    X X X X X X X

Bolsa Chico Lake       "      " X X X X X X X X

White Lake               "      " X X X X X X X X

Mud Lake                 "      " X X X X X X X X

Black Lake               "      " X X X X X X X X

Dune Lakes Marsh Area   "      " X X X X X X X X

        CARRIZO PLAIN HYDROLOGIC UNIT



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-13 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

San Diego Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Soda Lake X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-14 September 8,1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

        SANTA MARIA HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Oso Flaco Lake X X X X X X X X X X

   Oso Flaco Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Maria River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Maria River X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Corralitos Canyon Creek X X X X X X

   Sisquoc River, downstream X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Sisquoc River, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X

   Cuyama River, downstream X X X X X X X X X

      Twitchell Reservoir X X X X X X X X X

         Cuyama River, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Alamo Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

         Huasna River X X X X X X X X X

Orcutt Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

        SAN ANTONIO HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Shuman Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Casmalia Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

San Antonio Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X X

San Antonio Creek  X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Barka Slough X X X X X X X X X X

        SANTA YNEZ HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Santa Ynez River Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Santa Ynez River, downstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Graves Wetland X X X X X X

   Lompoc Canyon X X X X X X X X X

   La Salle Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

   Sloans Canyon Creek X X X X X X X

   San Miguelito Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Salsipuedes Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

      El Jaro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

         El Callejon Creek X X X X X X X

         Llanito Creek X X X X X X X
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Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

         Yridisis Creek X X X X X X X X X
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Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Canada de la Vina X X X X X X X X

   Nojoqui Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Alamo Pintado Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Zaca Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Zaca Lake X X X X X X X X X

   Santa Rosa Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Santa Rita Creek X X X X X X X X X

   Davis Creek X X X X X X X

   Santa Lucia Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

   Oak Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Hilton Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Cachuma Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Santa Ynez River, upstream X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Gibralter Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Jameson Reservoir X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Agua Caliente Canyon X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Mono Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

         Indian Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Santa Cruz Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      Cachuma Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

        SOUTH COAST HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Canada Honda Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada Honda Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada Agua Viva X X X X X X X X X

Water Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Jolloru X X X X X X X X

Jalama Creek Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

Jalama Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Escondido Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

   Gasper Creek X X X X X X X

   Espada Creek X X X X X X X

Wood Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Cojo X X X X X X X X X

Barranca Honda X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Bulito X X X X X X X X X X

Canada de Santa Anita X X X X X X X X X X



Table 2-1.  Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters

II-17 September 8, 1994

Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

Canada del Sacate X X X X X X X X X X

Canada Alegria X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Agua Caliente X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada de la Gaviota X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada San Onofre X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Molino X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Hondo X X X X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Quenado X X X X X X X X X X X X

Tajigas Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Refugio X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Canada del Capitan X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Dos Pueblos Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Tecolote Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Devereaux Ranch Lagoon X X X X X X X X X X X

Devereaux Creek X X X X X X X X

Goleta Point Marsh X X X X X X X X

Goleta Slough/Estuary X X X X X X X X X X X

   Carneros Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Tecolotito Creek X X X X X X X X X X

   Glen Anne Creek X  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Los Caneros Wetland X X X X X X X X

Los Caneros X X X X X X X X X X X

Atascadero Creek (SB) X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Maria Ygnacio Creek X X X X X X X X X X

      San Antonio Creek (S Barbara County) X X X X X X X X X X X X

      San Jose Creek (S Barbara County) X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Las Vegas Creek X X X X X X X X

   San Pedro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Las Palmas Creek X X X X X X X

Arroyo Burro Estuary X X X X X X X

Arroyo Burro Creek X X X X X X X X X X X

Mission Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Rattlesnake Canyon X X X X X X X X X X

Waste Slough X X X X X X X

Sycamore Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Andree Clark Bird Refuge X X X X X X X X

San Ysidro Creek X X X X X X X X X

Romero Creek X X X X X X X X X
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Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

Toro Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

Arroyo Paredon X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Carpinteria Marsh (El Estero Marsh) X X X X X X X X X X

   Santa Monica Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Franklin Creek X X X  X X X X X X X X X X

Carpinteria Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

   Gobernador Creek X X X X X X X X X

     Steer Creek X X X X X X X X X

Rincon Creek X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

        SANTA BARBARA CHANNEL HYDROLOGIC UNIT

SANTA ROSA ISLAND

Canada Lobos Creek X X X X X X X X X

Old Ranch Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Arlington Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

Water Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

Cow Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

Clapp Springs X X X X X X X X X

Old Ranch Canyon Creek Estuaries X X X X X X X X X

Old Ranch House Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X X

Cherry Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X X

SANTA CRUZ ISLAND

Willow Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

Coches Prieto Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

Almos Anchorage Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

Canada del Puerta (Prisoner Harbor) X X X X X X X X

Canada Larga Creek X X X X X X X X

Upper Pozo Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

Sauces Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

Twin Harbors Canyon Ck, (E. Fork) X X X X X X X X

Lady's Harbor Canyon Creek X X X X X X X X

        ESTRELLA RIVER HYDROLOGIC UNIT

Estrella River X X X X X X X X X

   San Juan Creek X X X X X X X X X
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Waterbody Names MUN AGR PRO IND GWR REC1 REC2 WILD COLD WARM MIGR SPWN BIO
L

RARE EST FRESH NAV POW COMM AQUA SAL SHELL

   Chalome Creek X X X X X X X X X

      Little Chalome Creek X X X X X X X X X
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TABLE 2-2.  Existing and Anticipated Uses of Coastal Watersa

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____

Coastal Water REC-1 REC-2 IND NAV MAR SHELL COMM RARE ASBS WILD
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____

Pescadero Pt. to Pt. Ano Nuevo E E E E E E E E E

Pt. Ano Nuevo to Soquel Pt. E E E E E E E E
  Pt. Ano Nuevo and Island E E E E E E
  Santa Cruz Harbor E E E E E E
  San Lorenzo Esturary E E E E E E E

Soquel Pt. to Salinas River E E E E E E E E E
  Elkhorn Sloughb E E E E E E E
  Moss Landing Harbor E E E E E Ec E E E

Salinas River to Pt. Pinos E E E E E E E E
  Monterey Harbor A E E E E E A E
  Pacific Grove Marine Gardens E E E E E E E
    Hopkins Marine Life Refuge E E E E E E E

Pt. Pinos to Pt. Piedras Blancas E E E E E E E
  Carmel Bay E E E E E E E
  Pt. Lobos State Reserve E E E E E E
  Pt. Sur E E E E E E
  Pfeiffer-Burns State Park E E E E E E
  Ocean Area Surrounding
             Salmon Creek E E E E E

Pt. Piedras Blancas to Pt. Estero E E E E E E E E

Estero Bay E E E E E E E E E
  Morro Bay E E E E E E E E E

Pt. Buchon to Pt. San Luis E E E E E E E E

Pt. San Luis to Pt. Sal E E E E E E E E E

Pt. Sal to Pt. Arguello E E E E E E E

Pt. Arguello to Coal Oil Pt. E E E E E E E

Coal Oil Pt. to Rincon Pt. E E E E E E E E E
  Goleta Slough E E E E E E
  Santa Barbara Harbor E E E E E E
  Beach Parks E E E E
  San Miguel Island E E E E E E E E E
  Santa Rosa Island E E E E E E E E
  Santa Cruz Island E E E E E E E E E
  El Estero E E E E E E
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____
aThis table lists selected coastal segments.  It is not a complete inventory for the Central Coast Region.  Unlisted water bodies have implied

beneficial use designations for protection of both recreation and aquatic life.

bElkhorn Slough has been designated an ecological reserve by the California Department of Fish and Game, and recognized as a National Estuary
Sanctuary by the Federal Government.

c Clamming is an existing beneficial use in the North Harbor and on the south side of the entrance channel to Elkhorn Slough (north of the Pacific
Gas and Electric Cooling Water Intake).  Presently, no shellfishing use occurs south of the Pacific Gas and Electric Intake.

NOTES: E = Existing beneficial water use
A = Anticipated beneficial water use
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TABLE 2-3.  Central Coastal Ground Water Basinsa

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________

Name County
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________

Ano Nuevo Area (3-20) San Mateo
Arroyo de la Cruz Valley (3-34) San Luis Obispo
Arroyo Grande Valley-Nipoma Mesa Area (3-11) San Luis Obispo
Big Spring Area (3-47) San Luis Obispo
Bitter Water Valley (3-30) San Benito
Careaga Sand Highlands (3-48) Santa Barbara
Carmel Valley (3-7) Monterey
Carpinteria Basin (3-18) Santa Barbara
Carrizo Plain (3-19) San Luis Obispo
Cayucos Valley (3-38) San Luis Obispo
Cholame Valley (3-5) Monterey, San Luis Obispo
Chorro Valley (3-42) San Luis Obispo
Corral de Tierra Area (3-4.10) Monterey
Cuyama Valley (3-13) Kern, San Luis Obispo,

Santa Barbara, Ventura
Dry Lake Valley (3-29) Benito
Gilroy-Hollister Valley (3-3) Benito, Santa Clara
Goleta Basin (3-16) Santa Barbara
Hernandez Valley (3-31) Benito
Huasna Valley (3-45) San Luis Obispo
Langley Area (3-4.09) Monterey
Lockwood Valley (3-6) Monterey
Los Osos Valley (3-8) San Luis Obispo
Montecito Area (3-49) Santa Barbara
Morro Valley (3-41) San Luis Obispo
Old Valley (3-39) San Luis Obispo
Pajaro Valley (3-2) Monterey, Santa Cruz
Paso Robles Basin (3-4.06) Monterey, San Luis Obispo
Peach Tree Valley (3-32) San Benito
Pismo Creek Valley (3-10) San Luis Obispo
Pozo Valley (3-44) San Luis Obispo
Quien Sabe Valley (3-24) San Benito
Rafael Valley (3-46) San Luis Obispo
Rinconada Valley (3-43) San Luis Obispo
Salinas Valley (3-4) Monterey
San Antonio Creek Valley (3-14) Santa Barbara
San Benito River Valley (3-28) San Benito
San Carpoforo Valley (3-33) San Luis Obispo
San Luis Obispo Valley (3-9) San Luis Obispo
San Simeon Valley (3-35) San Luis Obispo
Santa Ana Valley (3-22) San Benito
Santa Barbara Basin (3-17) Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz Purisima Formation Highlands (3-21) Santa Cruz
Santa Maria River Valley (3-12) San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
Santa Rosa Valley (3-36) San Luis Obispo
Santa Ynez River Valley (3-15) Santa Barbara
Scotts Valley (3-27) Santa Cruz
Seaside Area (3-4.08) Monterey
Soquel Valley (3-1) Santa Cruz
Toro Valley (3-40) San Luis Obispo
Tres Pinos Creek Valley (3-25) San Benito
Upper Santa Ana Valley (3-23) San Benito
Villa Valley (3-37) San Luis Obispo
West Santa Cruz Terrace (3-26) Santa Cruz
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________

aBasin number locations identified on Figure 2-2.
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Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN) - Uses of
water for community, military, or individual water
supply systems including, but not limited to,
drinking water supply. According to State Board
Resolution No. 88-63, "Sources of Drinking Water
Policy" all surface waters are considered suitable,
or potentially suitable, for municipal or domestic
water supply except where:

a. TDS exceeds 3000 mg/l (5000 uS/cm
electrical conductivity);

b. Contamination exists, that cannot reasonably be
treated for domestic use;

c. The source is not sufficient to supply an average
sustained yield of 200 gallons per day;

d. The water is in collection or treatment systems of
municipal or industrial wastewaters, process
waters, mining wastewaters, or storm water runoff;
and

e. The water is in systems for conveying or holding
agricultural drainage waters.

Agricultural Supply (AGR) - Uses of water for
farming, horticulture, or ranching including, but not
limited to, irrigation, stock watering, or support of
vegetation for range grazing.

Industrial Process Supply (PROC) - Uses of water for
industrial activities that depend primarily on water
quality (i.e., waters used for manufacturing, food
processing, etc.).

Industrial Service Supply (IND) - Uses of water for
industrial activities that do not depend primarily on
water quality including, but not limited to, mining,
cooling water supply, hydraulic conveyance, gravel
washing, fire protection, or oil well repressurization.

Ground Water Recharge (GWR) - Uses of water for
natural or artificial recharge of ground water for
purposes of future extraction, maintenance of water
quality, or halting of saltwater intrusion into freshwater
aquifers.  Ground water recharge includes recharge of
surface water underflow.

Freshwater Replenishment (FRSH) - Uses of water for
natural or artificial maintenance of surface water
quantity or quality (e.g., salinity) which includes a
water body that supplies water to a different type of
water body, such as, streams that supply reservoirs  and
lakes, or estuaries; or reservoirs and lakes that supply

streams. This includes only immediate upstream water
bodies and not their tributaries.

Navigation (NAV) - Uses of water for shipping, travel,
or other transportation by private, military, or
commercial vessels. This Board interprets NAV as,
"Any stream, lake, arm of the sea, or other natural
body of water that is actually navigable and that, by
itself, or by its connections with other waters, for a
period long enough to be of commercial value, is of
sufficient capacity to float watercraft for the purposes
of commerce, trade, transportation, and including
pleasure; or any waters that have been declared
navigable by the Congress of the United States" and/or
the California State Lands Commission.

Hydropower Generation (POW) - Uses of water for
hydropower generation.

Water Contact Recreation (REC-1) - Uses of water for
recreational activities involving body contact with
water, where ingestion of water is reasonably possible.
 These uses include, but are not limited to, swimming,
wading, water-skiing, skin and scuba diving, surfing,
white water activities, fishing, or use of natural hot
springs.

Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC-2) - Uses of
water for recreational activities involving proximity  to
water, but not normally involving body contact with
water, where ingestion of water is reasonably possible.
These uses include, but are not limited to, picnicking,
sunbathing, hiking, beachcombing, camping, boating
tidepool and marine life study, hunting, sightseeing, or
aesthetic enjoyment in conjunction with the above
activities.

Commercial and Sport Fishing (COMM) - Uses of
water for commercial or recreational collection of fish,
shellfish, or other organisms including, but not limited
to, uses involving organisms intended for human
consumption or bait purposes.

Aquaculture (AQUA) - Uses of water for aquaculture
or mariculture operations including, but not limited to,
propagation, cultivation, maintenance, or harvesting of
aquatic plants and animals for human consumption or
bait purposes.

Warm Fresh Water Habitat (WARM) -  Uses of water
that support warm water ecosystems including, but not
limited to, preservation or enhancement of aquatic
habitats, vegetation, fish, or wildlife, including
invertebrates.
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Cold Fresh Water Habitat (COLD) - Uses of water that
support cold water ecosystems including, but not
limited to, preservation or enhancement of aquatic
habitats, vegetation, fish or wildlife, including
invertebrates.

Inland Saline Water Habitat (SAL) - Uses of water that
support inland saline water ecosystems including, but
not limited to, preservation or enhancement of aquatic
saline habitats, vegetation, fish, or wildlife, including
invertebrates. Soda Lake  is a saline habitat typical of
desert lakes in inland sinks.

Estuarine Habitat (EST) - Uses of water that support
estuarine ecosystems including, but not limited to,
preservation or enhancement of estuarine habitats,
vegetation, fish, shellfish, or wildlife (e.g., estuarine
mammals, waterfowl, shorebirds).  An estuary is
generally described as a semi-enclosed body of water
having a free connection with the open sea, at least
part of the year and within which the seawater is
diluted at least seasonally with fresh water drained
from the land. Included are water bodies which would
naturally fit the definition if not controlled by tidegates
or other such devices.

Marine Habitat (MAR) - Uses of water that support
marine ecosystems including, but not limited to,
preservation or enhancement of marine habitats,
vegetation such as kelp, fish, shellfish, or wildlife (e.g.,
marine mammals, shorebirds).

Wildlife Habitat (WILD) - Uses of water that support
terrestrial ecosystems including, but not limited to,
preservation and enhancement of terrestrial habitats,
vegetation, wildlife (e.g., mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, invertebrates), or wildlife water and food
sources.

Preservation of Biological Habitats of Special
Significance (BIOL) - Uses of water that support
designated areas or habitats, such as established
refuges, parks, sanctuaries, ecological reserves, or
Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS),
where the preservation or enhancement of natural
resources requires special protection.

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Species (RARE) -
Uses of water that support habitats necessary, at least
in part, for the survival and successful maintenance of
plant or animal species established under state or
federal law as rare, threatened, or endangered.

Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MIGR) - Uses of
water that support habitats necessary for migration or

other temporary activities by aquatic organisms, such
as anadromous fish.

Spawning, Reproduction, and/or Early Development
(SPWN) - Uses of water that support high quality
aquatic habitats suitable for reproduction and early
development of fish.

Shellfish Harvesting (SHELL) - Uses of water that
support habitats suitable for the collection of filter-
feeding shellfish (e.g., clams, oysters, and mussels) for
human consumption, commercial, or sport purposes.
This includes waters that have in the past, or may in
the future, contain significant shellfisheries.

Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS) - are
those areas designated by the State Water Resources
Control Board as requiring protection of species or
biological communities to the extent that alteration of
natural water quality is undesirable.

The following areas have been designated Areas of
Special Biological Significance in the Central Coastal
Basin:

1. Ano Nuevo Point and Island, San Mateo County

2 Pacific Grove Marine Gardens Fish Refuge and
Hopkins Marine Life Refuge, Monterey County

3. Point Lobos Ecological Reserve, Monterey County

4. Carmel Bay, Monterey County

5 Julia Pfeiffer Burns Underwater Park, Monterey
County

6. Ocean area surrounding the mouth of Salmon
Creek, Monterey County

7. Channel Islands, Santa Barbara County - San
Miguel, Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz

An ASBS designation implies the following
requirements:

Discharge of elevated temperature wastes in a manner
that would alter water quality conditions from those
occurring naturally will be prohibited.

Discharge of discrete, point source sewage or industrial
process wastes in a manner that would alter water
quality conditions from those occurring naturally will
be prohibited.
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Discharge of waste from nonpoint sources, including
but not limited to storm water runoff, silt, and urban
runoff, will be controlled to the extent practicable.  In
control programs for waste from nonpoint sources,
Regional Boards will give high priority to areas
tributary to ASBS.

Further information concerning ASBS areas can be
found by reviewing Regional Board Policies in Chapter
Five.


