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Outline

• Identify and Prioritize Water Quality Problems

• Clean Water Act Requirements & Listing Policy

• Summary of Assessment and Findings

• Summary of Comments

• Staff Recommendation
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Identify Water Quality Problems

Most comprehensive assessment to date 
– All data compared to all relative criteria
– Assessment tool development
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Identify Water Quality Problems

Compare all data to all relevant criteria

• Basin Plan and Ocean Plan Objectives

• Evaluation Guidelines 
– Listing Policy defines criteria to identify guidelines
– Protective of Beneficial Uses

• Recreation
• Shellfish Harvesting & Commercial Fishing
• Aquatic life 
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Identify Water Quality Problems

2008 Proposed List of Impaired Waterbodies
• Listed = 704 (existing and new)

• De-listed = 49 
– 6 due to meeting water quality standards

2006 List 
• Listed = 222 
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Pollutants Driving Water Quality Problems

Bacteria Indicators

Sedimentation

Salts and pH

Toxicants

Conventionals
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Comprehensive Assessment
We’ve Assessed 347 Waterbodies
& Identified 704 Impairments
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Legend
No Evidence of Impairment 
Impaired

Comprehensive Assessment
• 347 Waterbodies Assessed

– 238 Streams and Rivers (29 %)
– 82   Beaches 
– 6     Harbors (100%)
– 12   Estuaries (36%)
– 3     Coastline Segments (27%)
– 7     Lakes (19%)
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Prioritization

• Determining High Priority
– Magnitude of impairment
– Number of Beneficial Uses affected
– TMDLs in Progress

• High Priority Listings 
– 5 Years to address (TMDL or other means)

– 250+ High Priority Listings
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Tools to Address High Priority Listings

• Develop TMDLs 

• Resolve Impairments with Regional Board Programs 
(i.e. Ag and Storm Water Programs)

• Modify Basin Plan Objectives 

• Re-evaluate Priorities in 2010 Integrated Report

Prioritization
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Public Comments

• Public Workshop
– April 22 at Central Coast Water Board

• Public Comment Period 
Received 28 formal comment letters
– Summarized 203 comments and provided response
– Supplemental Report (for comments after May 26th)
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Public Comments
Key Topics

• Comments Supporting Recommendations
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Public Comments
Key Topics

• Comments Supporting Recommendations

• Errors and Omissions
– All errors addressed

– Data within scope of 2008 Report assessed
– Data after deadline (Feb 2007)

• Submit for 2010 Report
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Public Comments
Key Topics

• Comments Supporting Recommendations
• Errors and Omissions

• Listing Prioritization
– Multiple comments in opposition to re-prioritization of existing 

listings

– Staff has complied with EPA guidance and California Listing 
Policy
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Public Comments
Key Topics

• Comments Supporting Recommendations
• Errors and Omissions
• Listing Prioritization
• Use of Water Quality Objectives and/or Beneficial Uses 

Inappropriate
– Staff used objectives and evaluation guidelines in accordance 

with the California Listing Policy
– Staff used beneficial use designations without judgment 
– Staff forwarded all comments of this nature triennial review staff
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Recommendation
Adopt Resolution R3-2009-0053 approving the 

2008 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies for 
the Central Coast Region

Santa Maria River Estuary 
April 2006

Santa Maria River Estuary 
April 2006


