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Proposed‘Amen‘dn‘lent'Té The Water Quality Control Plan — Los Angeles
Region With Respect To The Early Life Stage Implementation Provision Of
The Inland Surface Water Ammonia Objectives For Freshwaters

: Améndmen-t:‘
" Chapter 3. Water Quality Objectives
Ammorfia-

[Amendments begin with third paragraph under “Ammonia” in Chapter 3 of the
Basin Plan and are shown in underline/strikeout text below.] '

The one-hour average objective is dependent on PpH and fish species (salmonids
present or absent), but not temperature. It is assumed that salmonids may be
‘present in waters designated in the Basin Plan as "COLD" or “MIGR” and that
salmonids are absent in waters not designated in the Basin Plan as “COLD” or
“MIGR,” in the absence of additional information to the contrary. The 30-day
average objective is dependent on pH, and-temperature _and-Atlower
nperatures; O-day-average-objective-also-is-dependenton the presence
or absence of early life stages of fish (ELS). Implementation of the ELS
Provision is described under “Implementation”, subparagraph 3. Waterbodies
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IMPLEMENTATION

Implementation Provisions for the Application of Ammonia Objectives to Inland
- Surface Waters in the Los Angeles Region

3. Selection of 30-day Average Objective — Early Life Stage (ELS) Provision

Early life stages of fish are presumptively present and must be protected at all times of the year
unless the water body is listed in Table 3-X or unless a site-specific study is conducted, which
justifies applying the ELS absent condition or a seasonal ELS present condition. Any change in
the implementation provision for the ELS present/absent condition, including the assignment of

- water bodies, must be approved through the Basin Plan Amendment process.

e that the ph

Table 3-X have chanaed due to restoration off uch that there is habitat suitable for
Early Lif f fish and one or m fish ies that repr iow 1 r

of fish in the water body.

To justify the ELS absent provision, information regarding fish species distributions, spawning
periods, nursery periods and the duration of early life stages found in the water body must be
presented. Expert opinions from fisheries biologists and other scientists will be considered.
Where it can be obtained, a consensus opinion from a diverse body of experts would carry
significant weight in determining the presence or absence of the ELS. Information on water body
temperature, including spatial, seasonal and inter-annual variability will also be considered. The
determination of the time frame during the year when early life stages are most likely not to be
present in numbers that, if chronic toxicity did occur, would affect the long-term success of the
fish populations, should include adequate scientific justification. The Regional Board will use the
record supporting a Basin Plan amendment as the basis upon which to approve or disapprove
changes to these implementation provisions for the 30-day average ammonia objective. The
record should clearly explain all the factors and information considered in amriving at the
determination. The Regional Board will consider and weigh the breadth and depth of scientific _
evidence in determining whether to remove the early life stage specification of a water body.

W
r implementation provision: r Early Lif f fish m | in

the temperature threshold at which ELS are more sensitive than invg@gra;g§ may
h n th 51 ifi itions. Th ntial for nali

n
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Table 3-X. Water Bodies Subject to 30-day Average Objective
Applicable to “ELS Absent” Condition , L

HdroUnit No Waterbody

403.11 Callequas Creek

403.11 Revolon Slough
403.61 . Beardsley Wash
403.12 Conejo Creek
403.63 Conejo Creek

. 403.64 Arroyo Conejo
406.68 , Arroyo Conejo
403.12 Arroyo | as Posas
403.62 . Arroyo Las Posas
403.62 Arroyo Simi

Arroyo Simi

40421  [Cold Creek

404.23 Medea Creek
404.24 ~ |Medea Creek
404.24 Triunfo Creek

404.25 Triunfo Creek

Ballona Creek to Estuary
Ballona Creek

405.13
405.15

DGmingueideharﬂmel o Estvua[yk

=

2 - : = : % >
= ¢ =

Los Angeles River to Estuary
Los Angeles River
Los Angeles River
Rio Hondo below Spreading Grounds
Rio Hondo to Spreading Grounds
Rio Hondo (except from Whittier Narrows to 4 mile
north) '

Arroyo Seco
Tujunga Wash

Final — 12-01-05
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| 405.15 Compton Creek . S |
405.15 ' Arroyo Seco S. Of Devil's Gates (L)

405.31 Arroyo Seco S. Of Devil's Gates (U)

405.21 Burbank Western Channel

405.21 Pacoima Wash

- 405.15 San Gabriel River: Firestone Blvd-Estuary
- 405.15 San Gabriel River: Whittier N-Firestone (2)
405.41 San Gabriel River
40542 San Gabriel River
405.15 - |Coyote Creek to Estuary
405.41 San Jose Creek
405.51 San Jose Creek

Notes: i
1) All wetlands/estuaries and lagoons are assumed to have ELS.
2) Whittier Narrows flood control basin is listed separately in the Basin Plan

- 3) Based on published literature and expert opinion, fish species known to reproduce in
‘ significant numbers below 15 degrees Celsius are absent in these water bodies, or:
the water bodies are known to have physical conditions that preclude reproduction
and early development of these species in significant numbers. These species
include: steelhead/rainbow trout, three-spine stickleback, brown trout, prickly sculpin,
staghorn sculpin, striped mullet, starry flounder, arrow goby, and Pacific lamprey.
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