Man Voong - LOS PADRES CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB REQUEST TO ADD WATERSHED THAT
DRAINS INTO ORMOND BEACH LAGOON TO THE LIST OF IMPAIREDWATERBODIES
DEVELPOPED PURSUANT TO SECTION 303

From: "Trevor Smith" <trevor.smith@earthlink.net>

To: <mvoong@waterboards.ca.gov>

Date: 6/17/2009 2:08 PM

Subject: LOS PADRES CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB REQUEST TO ADD WATERSHED THAT

DRAINS INTO ORMOND BEACH LAGOON TO THE LIST OF IMPAIREDWATERBODIES

DEVELPOPED PURSUANT TO SECTION 303

CC: - "Trevor Smith'™ <trevor.smith@earthlink net>
Attachments: LOS PADRES CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB REQUEST TO ADD WATERSHED THAT
DRAINS INTO ORMOND BEACH LAGOON TO THE LIST OF IMPAIREDWATERBODIES

DEVELPOPED PURSUANT TO SECTION 303.doc

" Dear Mr Voong,

Piease accept our comment letter and place on next month's agenda. | only learned of this opportunity to comment two days ago
or | would have gone into more detail. Please let me know if you will accept additional pictures in the next few days.

Sincerely,

Trevor Smith



LOS PADRES CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB REQUEST TO ADD
WATERSHED THAT DRAINS INTO ORMOND BEACH LAGOON TO THE LIST
OF IMPAIRED WATERBODIES DEVELPOPED PURSUANT TO SECTION 303(D)
OF FEDERAL CLEANWATER ACT.

PREPAIRED BY TREVOR SMITH (CONSERVATION CHAIR)
Dear Mr. Voong,

It has come to our attention that the Oxnard Industrial Drain, J Street Drain and the
Bubbling Springs water way are not included on the 303(d) list for monitoring purposes.
Both the Oxnard Industrial Drain and the J street drain are manmade concrete lined water
ways that drain a large area of Oxnard’s residential, industrial and agriculture runoff into
the Ormond Beach Lagoon which is at the south End of Perkins Rd., adjacent to the
HALACO Superfund site. The bubbling Springs waterway is more natural in appeararice
but at it’s terminus is pumped into the same lagoon. The apparent effect of the discharge
of these waterways is to fill the lagoon to a maximum level that registers 7 feet on a depth
gauge next to the foot bridge and is sometimes in contact with the bridge’s structure.

During a month of observations of the area the water level has never lowered but seems
to gradually rise. There is no outlet to the ocean at this time. During heavy rains and high
surf the lagoon does occasionally breech and drains into the ocean. We have been told by
city officials that sometimes bulldozers are used to arbitrarily create a breech for
drainage. However this practice has implications to wildlife that may have not been
considered in the past.

The ] street drain has appeared to be dry or slightly wet in the center over the past month
of observation. However there appears to be observable amounts of trash and debris in
the channel as it runs several miles north. We have heard for years about promises to
install a storm drain filter device in drains such waterways. In past years we have
observed large amounts of trash in the lagoon after heavy rainstorms.

The Oxnard Industrial Drain appears to be constantly full of water that is within two feet
of the bottom of the bridges on Hueneme Road. Today we followed this water way inland
to Pleasant Valley Road, about one mile north of Saviors Road. The Edison high tension
Power lines cross Hueneme road at this point. We observed standing water that appeared
to be at least one foot in depth. There were thick algae, much trash and a foul odor at this
location. It is obvious that the Lagoon is full and the water is backed up miles inland. The
water appears to be stagnant and most likely bacteria laden and a potential breeding
ground for mosquitoes.

So far what we describe in layman’s terms does not appear to pass the visual or smell test
that are criteria of water quality permits. Apparently there is no professional testing of
this waterway system. Sierra Club asks that the Waterboard makes the same visual
observations and goes further to recommend testing and observation of this waterway
system. We would be more than willing to act as your guides if you so desire.



We have more concerns about the Lagoon which is the receiving water of these manmade
drainage channels. In addition to what has been described, the Abandoned HALACO
building, paved area and Slag heap are all draining into the lagoon. The Slag Heap is in
contact with the lagoon and Oxnard drain for hundreds of feet along the toe of the
manmade mountain. As you know the site has been designated as a Superfund site and
has been managed by Wayne Praskins for at least three years. During this time limited
testing of the slag heap has found an abundance of heavy metals and radioactive isotopes
(thorium).

When asked at a recent media event that we held that was publicized in newspapers and
ABC TV, Mr. Praskins disclosed that no water samples or underwater sediment had been
tested. Sierra Club asks that this testing be ordered as well as marine life tissue samples.

Sierra Club along with other groups has offered to clean up this visual blight of trash and
debris but have been cautioned not to put volunteers into harms way i.e., inadvertent
exposure to harmful toxins. How can anyone including city agencies put their workers
and volunteers in harms way without the benefit of testing and disclosure of what hazards
exist?

In conclusion The Los Padres Chapter of the Sierra Club joins all other groups in asking
that this watershed, lagoon and Halaco site be added to the 303(d) list for the purpose of
restoring the valuable habitat (ESHA) and eventually becoming safe for humans to
maintain. ' ‘

Sincerely,

Trevor Smith

Conservation Chair

Los Padres Chapter of the Sierra Club
(805) 469-9765



Man Voong - please add to my Sierra Club Comment letter

o e SRR e P AP U e RS TR A R T A S L I R R AR
From: "Trevor Smith" <trevor.smith@earthlink.net>

To: <mvoong@waterboards.ca.gov>

Date: 6/17/2009 2:55 PM

Subject: please add to my Sierra Club Comment letter

Attachments: VIDA NEWS 6-4-09 .pdf

Dear Man,

At your request | am resending this attachment and asking you to submit to the record in addition to my Comment letter.

Sincerely,

Trevor Smith
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PERIODICO VIDA 06-04-09

ORMOND WETLANDS AND
HALACO SUPERFUND SITE

By Paul Felix

designuted by the U.S. government’s

was interviewed by ABCT Reporter

own Envir | Prote

Leo Staliworth, Ms. Jordun stated

On the morning of May 28th a

coalition  of  cnvironmental
organizations lead « tour of the
Ormond Beach Wetlaads and a look

Agency “EPA." Jim Hensley, deputy
district #17 director Ventura County
League of United Latin American
Citizens “LULAC" arganized the tour

“We have this pollwed 1oxic waste
site on one of the amazing
wetlands in the state. What we
want is to restore It to its natural

at HALACO Oxnard's toxic
Superfund  clean-up  $it¢, 45 fomis Coastal Protection Network

of the Haluco site,
Susan Jordun, Director of the Cali.

state.”

Present at this tour were members
of the media that inctude The Star,

ABC TV Chunnel 7,
the Hueneme Pilor
and Veatura County
Reporter and yours
truly for Vida News-
paper. Also attending
were representatives
from local, stute, fede-
ral agencies, the Sie-
rra Club represented
by Trevor Smith,
Conservation Chair
Los Padres Chapter,
Jeun Rountree and
Lee Quaintance board
member of Beacon
Foundation, Allen
Sunders  of  the
QOrinand Beach
Observers  Group.
Gloriz Roman und
Beatriz Garcia from
the Coustal  AHiance
for =a United
Sustainable Geonotry
“CAUSE."

Denis O’Leary,
member of the Ox.
nard Schooi Board
was also interviewed
and mentioned that he
and his family had
fived close by in Port
Hueneme when
Huluco wis
operational and mo-
ved in purt hecause of
the toxic sir, The
Halaco site is located
at the end ol Perkins
Roud, off Hueneme

_yards, During Halaco's operation there, it was
the turget of repeatcd complaints about its waste
water discharges and smoke stack emissians,

“The reuson that LULAC lias become involved
in this cause is the injustice done to the people
living near tiis superiund site as well restoring
the Wetlunds  Tor all Californiuns. Beside
protecting theenvironment, preserving history, the
health of people and peace of mind that the air
that they breath, or the ground that they live on

will not kill them are concerning issues. The Fe- ©

deral Envirommental Protection Ageney EPA.
became involved in 2006, wo years after Halneo™s
closure,” sai¢ O'Leary.

~Pcoplc are statling and have stailed for so Jong.
We wam it cleaned up, LULAC has helped
spearhead 1he move to clean up aud restore the
Ormond Wetiands as it follows within our mission
statemient, ™ suid O’Leury.

LULAC MISSION STATEMENT:

The Mission of the Lengue of United Latin
Americun Citize to advance the economic
condition, educational attzinment, political
influcnce, housing, health and civil rights of the
Hispanic population of the United bmlcs Bdscd

1. ANl of the current wetlands
property chunged from private to
public ownership, by eminent
domuin if necessury

2. Revision of Oxnard 2030 Plan
Zouing from industrial to resource
prorcetion/ESHA

“Environmenta) Sensitive Habitat

3. Expedite demolition of Hulaco
plant.

4. Expedite removal of sl
waste settlement ponds.
5. Removal of non-nittive species.

6. Restaration to narural stuie.

7. Convert Ormond Beach
Wetlands area into a Protected
Habitat Stale or Nalional Park .

8. Ownership or management by a
conservancy.

9, Protection of habitat and wildlife.
10. Remove one block of Perkins
roucl and parking ot so ripuriun up
lund cun be continued from
Huenceme Road through the Halaco
site.

cap and
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