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REQUEST FOR WATER QUALITY INFORMATION ON "TOP SPRING"
FOR USE IN DEVELOPMENT OF TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS
(TMDLS)

Peter Fischer, a student assistant working under the supervision ofDr; Judith Unsicker
of my staff, recently requested information from your office on "Top Spring". You
have asked for a formal letter documenting the request and explaining how the
information will be used.

Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act requires states to identify surface water
bodies which are not meeting water quality standards and are not expected to do so
even with technology based controls. Updated lists of these waters must be submitted
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) every two years. For each
listed water, Section 303(d) requires states to develop "Total Maximum Daily Loads"
(TMDLs) for each pollutant causing impairment, on the assumption that reduction of
pollutant loading from all sources will lead to attainment of the standards. The
Section 303(d) TMDL requirements were developed largely in the context of point
source discharges, and they provide little guidance on development ofTMDLs for
nonpoint source pollutants or for waters which do not meet standards due to natural
conditions. The latter category includes saline lakes, geothermal springs, and waters
influenced by natural sources of radioactivity such as Sierra Nevada granite.

Following the update of our Section 303(d) list in January 1998, the Lahontan Region
currently has 73 water bodies "listed", some of them for multiple pollutants. Some of
these waters are impaired only or primarily due to natural causes. The USEPA has
directed California to develop TMDLs for all pollutants causing impairment in all
listed water bodies, over a 13 year period. TMDLs must be adopted by our Board as
amendments to the Lahontan Basin Plan, and approved by the USEPA. Although
Section 303(d) speaks only to TMDL development, there is an implied expectation
that water quality attainment strategies will be implemented, through regulatory action
if necessary. . .

Most TMDLs will require monitoring and modeling of data on a watershed basis,
extensive stakeholder involvement, several years of staff work, and large amounts of
funding. We currently refer to these as "hard TMDLs". Unless substantial additional
resources become available for hard TMDLs, it is unlikely that the USEPA deadline

Our mission is to presen'e and enhance the quality ofCalifornia's water resources. and
ensllre their proper allocation and effiCient lise for the benefit ofpresent andflltllre generations.
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can be met. However, USEPA Region IX staff have also defined a category of "easy
TMDLs", for which a lower level ofeffort is acceptable. These include ongoing water
protection/restoration efforts by other agencies which can be documented to be the
equivalent of TMDLs, and also TMDLs for naturally impaired water bodies. In the
latter case, the USEPA simply requires states to document that the impairment is
natural, and that it cannot feasibly be corrected by human activities.

During the 1980s, there was media coverage on the fact that a spring used for drinking
water supply to the Laufrnan Ranger Station (in the Honey Lake Watershed) had been
abandoned due to levels ofradioactivity exceeding drinking water standards. We
received a short U.S. Forest Service monitoring report which referred to the spring as
"Top Spring"~ when we asked the reason for the name we were told that it was the
highestin elevation ofseveral springs. (We understand that this may be the same
spring now called "Upper Road Spring".) Because it met listing criteria in State Water
Resources Control Board and USEPA guidance, Top Spring was formally placed on
the Section 303(d) list during the 1989/90 Water Quality Assessment process.

The USEPA, Region IX has given us a limited amount ofgrant funding to be used this
year to ensure completion of some TMDLs within the near future. We have decided
to use these funds to finish one ongoing "hard TMDL", and to initiate "easy TMDLs
for 25 other water bodies. These include 17 waters which are probably "naturally
impaired", in addition to Top Spring. We expect to include TMDLs for waters
impaired by natural sources in our next set ofBasin Plan amendments, which could be
considered for adoption by our Board as early as January 1999. Although we still need
to discuss the exact format of these TMDLs with USEPA staff, TMDLs for naturally
impaired waters will probably be addressed together in a single "Use Attainability
Analysis" report which meets the guidelines in the USEPA's "Water Quality Standards
Handbook". Use Attainability Analyses summarize background information on water
bodies, available monitoring data, water quality problems, and the adequacy of control
measures to ensure attainment ofdesignated beneficial uses. In the case ofTop Spring,
the Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN) use would be the one under consideration.
Your office will be given the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed
TMDLs and other Basin Plan amendments.

We would appreciate any information you can provide on the history of the problem,
and any additional water quality monitoring data if available. Please send this
information to the attention ofPeter Fischer at the address above.
Please contact Dr. Judith Unsicker at (530) 542-5417 (email address:
unsij@rb6s.swrcb.ca.gov) ifyou have further questions about our Section 303(d)

Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality ofCalifornia's water resources, and
ensure their proper allocation and effiCient use for the benefit 0.(present andfiltllre generations.
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listing or TMDL development processes. A copy of a staff report which provides
additional information on Section 303(d) and TMDLs is enclosed for your reference.

Sincerely,

() .., p. ()j./J
R~~GilI,l~
Environmental Specialist IV (Supervisor)

Enclosure

cc: Joe Karkowski, Division of water Quality, SWRCB
Stefan Lorenzato, Division ofWater Quality, SWRCB

JEU/shT:topspring

Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality o/California's water resources, and
ensllre their proper allocation and efficient use for the benefit ofpresent andfil/llre generations.
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

"Peter J. Fischer" <pfischer@med.unr.edu>
Judith Unsicker <Unsij@rb6s.swrcb.ca.gov>
2/22/00 5:12PM
top springs

Judith, here is the phone log on 7/28/98 from my conversations asking
about Top Springs. I'm not sure if this is a following up to the memo we
sent out or prior to the memo. I should have kept a more detailed log of
who said what -- live and learn.

Peter

On 7/28/98 Peter Fischer (student) called Doug Ames at Lassan health dept.

I was directed to Office of Drinking Water State of California in Redding
- for small water system 530-224-4800 - I talked with Dick Hinricks
530-224-4867 who (I believe) indicated that Top springs had been
disconnected and was no longer a drinking water problem. This office has
a file on Top Springs and a protocol to determine the health effects of
radiation in drinking water-you might be interested in both.

I also was tried to contact the Plumas national forest who ran the water
system but have no records of these conversations.

The local ranger Jim Ballard 530·253·2223

And the ranger out of Quincy Jerry Carpenter 530-283-7778



N"!rch 24 I 1986

.MILFORD (Lassen Co. ).:J,-IALL WATER
Art Prince (916) 283-2050 of Plumas National Forest called to report a

gross alpha radiologicQl analysis of 11.3 pCill for Milford. He did not know
the error count. Apparently this Was a foYow-up sample. These samples
were analyzed by a lab in Grass Valley. They will be taking another follow
up sample Friday 3/7/86 which ...fill bu anulyzed by Henriei. In addition,
they will sample for radium 226 since it only costs $50 compared to $35
for gross alpha, and is the next step as outlined by the regulations.

I informed Art that there was no need for immediate action as fa~ as
treatment or alternative sources until all the results were in. Harmful
effects from these contaminants act over a long term. Art will send us
the results of the previous analyses as soon as he gets them. He will
contact us on the results of tomorrow's tests. He indicated they may take
anywhere from 6 to 20 duys.

Tony Wiedemann 3/6/86·

LAUGH~~~ RANGER STATION (Lassen Co.) SMALL WATER
Elizabeth Greenberg called. Janice I~vin s~opped in Lassen County

Health Department to discuss high gross alpha count recently obtained
from water system at Laughman Ranger Station. Her husband is Robert
(Jeff) Irvin who is station foreman. I told Elizabeth this sounded like
information that we had heard before. I checked with Tony. He had
spoken to Art Prince. w~~h Plumas National Forest in Quincy. Told Elizabeth
there is apparently a co~nunication gap. Elizabeth said that Janice
reports a high incidence of leukemia and bone cancer in this area and
i3 concerned. I told Elizabeth that Art Prince is apparently arranging
for additional testing. I told Elizabeth I would speak to Tony then to
Art and suggest he call· the Irvins. Office phone for Robert" Irvin i5
253-2223 and home phone is 253-3671.

I called and spoke to l~t Prince. Art said he told Dave Mann at
the ranger station that additional testing was underway and to inform
others of this. This apparently didn't happen. Art said that he will
call Rober·t Irvin to discuss. .I\rt said he will copy us on correspondence
and keep us posted.

Richard L. Hinrichs 3-11-86
!

LAU6FMAN RANGER STATION (LASSEN CO.) - Small Water Svstem
I spoke to Art Prince (Phone # 916-283-2050). ~rt reported that most

recent tests showed high gr6ss alpha counts. One was 27 plus or minus 7
and the other was 39.6 (error not specified). Art reports that local people
arc somewhat in.8 panic. Art said he wants to be sure thetthe samples
collected and procedures followed are proper .. Apparently some people are
already ques~ioning which lab~are doing the work. Told Art I would check
on g~ t tingsamples ~o our 13er""keley San. and Rad. Lab.

. I called Tim Hall in Su's·imville, Tim sai.d that the sys tern is served
by two springs, a horizontal well, and a vertical well. Last week additional
samples were collected at the four sources except one of the springs which
did not have a location that could be readily sampled .

. I called Dick Henrici of Henrici Lab. He reported that original gross
alpha count was made by Cranmer Lab. Analyses for radium were made by Fruit
Growers Lab in Santa Paula. Fruit Growers reported that both radium isotopes
were less than 1 pCi/liter. They are reportedly continuing with uranium test
Dick said if we need to contact Fruit Growers, the contact person's name is
"Mine", p.hone number 805-525-3824.

I called Ma~tin Peterson of Sierra-Cascade Lab. He reported that samplo.
were sent to Scott Lab in San Rafael. They can do gross alpha, but not radiul
isotopes. Martin said he thought that EAL Lab in Richmond was the only lab
that could do isotop~J. He didn't know Fruit Growers Lab was State certifi~d

f,n i.:;litopes.
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Li\UFF!1AN HANGER STAT:ON C 'SEN CO.) - Small Water Sy: m
.' .... I called Art Pr~~ an~l told him that t~ntatively·J. WOUld come up on TuesJd:
~p[1l 1, 1986 and col~ct )-gal10n samples for radiochemical analyses at the
~our.sources an~ o~e at the tap sampled previously. Our lab in Bcrekely is
s~nd1~g the CUb1ta~ners up to Redding. I then called Tim Hall to advise him
?f t~1S.. r told T~m that r~will inform him of whatever activities we are
.lllvolved In at the ranger station. Tim mentioned that one of the samples may
need to be "paci<.ed out II abou t one-half mile.

Richard L. Hinrichs March 25, 1986

............_---------_.•.. __ •... ----_ _.." _. ._--_......._---...._---_.._-----
LAUFMAN RANGER STATION (Lassen Co.) SMALL WATER

In the company of Doug Ames and Tim Hall, I' wer.t to the ranger station
and collected 5 water samples. I collected one sample at each water
source and one at the sink in the coffee room. At the road side spring,
we discovered that the water was not flowing from the pipe which carries
water from the spring to the system. Apparently the spring is poorly
developed and was plugged. The operators said that they had occassionally
backflushed the spring ·to restore capacity. The sample here was collected
1;rom the p1asti'c used to collect water at the springs. At the vertioolS'
well, top spring, and the roadside spring, it was necessary to collect the
samples in a one-gallon plastic jug and transfer them into the 5-ga110n
container. The one-gallon jug was rinsed five times ,with the water being
sampled before it was used to transfer water.

At the juction of the line from the horizontal well and the top sprinC],
a valve was shut and a union was removed so that we were confident tqat

.the water being samRled was fran: these two sources and was not being affecte
,.by' the other 'source~ .

Ri chard L.' Ehnrichs 4-7-86

. LAUFMAt~ RANGER STATION (Lassen Co.) SMALL WAT.EH
Dick Henrici called to report that th8 uranium result from a sample

collected at the coffee room sink was 26 ± 6.4 pC/l. I asked Dick if
the result said that this was a counting error as I thought uranium was
~nalyzed chemically. Dick said he wasn't sure. It didn't say counting
error, but he assumed it was. Gross alpha result on same saf1\ple was 27 ±
7.5 pC/I. Dick asked for a copy of any information we had on uranium
toxicity. '

Richard L. Hinrichs 4-7-86

LAUFMAN RANGER STATION (Lassen Co.) SMALL WATER
Bill Stradlee called from the ranger station. Bill reported that they

believe that the water sample taken previously at the roadside spring
probably was water being "back fed" from the top spring. Bill said that
th,ere is a spring 'tolhi ch they may consider for potential use. They could
collect a sample 'for gross alpha analysis to see if development of a
water source here as an alternative makes: sense. Told Bill that this
would be a good idea but a hor~zontal well placed into the hillside might
produce water with a higher or lower gros's alpha count, a sample would
not give a guarantee of future water quality. Bill said he is considering
shutting off the top spring and flushing out the system and then re-sampli~

to see if he gets better water. I told Bill when I had complete results
from our Berkeley lab I would let him know.

Richard L. Hinrichs 4-14-86



LAIJfF'NJ\N RANGER STATION \ LASSEN CO.) - Small Wa ter Sy"' tern
'...' t\rt Prlnce of Pluma:. '[lUonal Forest called to _",ort preliminary resul t,s

:cE followup groGs alpha analyses. The one ,sent to Susanville (Sierra Cascade
Lab who sent it to Fruit Growers Lab) is about 34 pCi/l. Art does not know
erro~ count. ~he ~ne sent to Henriei Labs, which was also sent to another
lab for a~alys~s, 1S reportedly higher than the previous 11.3 pCi/l result.
_ Art IS concerned whether or not they should immediately turn off the
oupply and go to bottled water. He said some people at the ranger sta~ion have
heard rumors and are ~oncerned~ I reiter~ted that the effects of radi~activity
at tile leve~s measured is long term. We need the final results before making
recommendatlons.

Art said the system serves about 4 - 5 residences, 20 - 30 day workers,
and he thinks two campgrounds.

Tony Wiedemann March 19. 1986
", _ .. ·_w • .• •. ~ __. . .,._ ••. _ ..

LAUFMAN RANGER STATION (Lassen
Carolyn Wong called from the

taken on April I, 1986. I also
Results are as follows:

Co. ) SMALL i'ii\TER '
Rad lab with results on samples
spoke to George Uyesugi of the Rad lab.

Sample Gross Alpha Uranium 'rotal Radium

l. Vertical Well 2.3 + 0.9 Nl\ NA
2. Horizontal Well 4.7 + 1.2 2.0 + 1 ') NA.""
3. Roadside spring 4.4 + 1.1 3.3 + 0.3 NA
4. Top spring 25.3 + 2.6 13.5 + 1.4 1'.3 + 0.3
5. Coffee.-sink 35.9 + 3.1 18.1 + 1.8 0.3 + 0.1

~ -I asked George what he would expect is causing the balance of
the gross alpha 'counts and is additional lab' work warranted to further
define what is happening here? George said he would expect that it 1s
Thorium or other d~ughters of Uranium. George pointed out that samples
1 through 4 meet drinking water standards and additional work was not
required. I explained the anomaly to George. Sample 5 is higher than
any of the SQurces. G~orge thought it could be due to sediment, but had
no new ides.

I called Art Prince. Th~y are going to flush out the system. Also
plan to redevelop and res ample the roadsige spring as an earlier s~nple

(which may have been, top spring water flo~ing backwards through the
line which connects the roa~Gide spring to the system) showed that this
spring was high in gross alpha coutns. Art said that they would send

,samples after flushing (including additional di~~ribution system samples)
to a private lab. Told Art we would do fOllow~1co confirm if necessary.

I, called Doug Ames. I gave Doug the result::.. Told Doug about my
co~veisation ~ith Art Prince.

Richard L. Hinrichs 4-18-86

_ .•.•••.. _ •.•.•. ~P_'__...__.,. --0>_._--- . ... ,_ .. _"..
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LAUFMAN RANGER STATION (LASSEN COUNTY) - SMALL WATER

I called Doug Ames to follow-upon Laufman Ranger station. Doug
reported that the problem was confirmed to be the top spring
which our SEB testing showed was much higher than the other
sources. The system was flushed thoroughly and the radiological
quality of the water in the distribution system now reportedly
meets standards.

Richard L. Hinrichs 7/21/86



United States
Department of
Agriculture

File Code: *
Route To: *

Forest
Service

Plumas
National
Forest

Date: 3/31/98.

159 Lawrence Street
P. O. Box 11500
Quincy, CA 95971-6025
916-283-2050

Subject: Top Springs Water Reports*

To: Ranjit S Gill
Peter Fischer

Dear Ranjit and Peter

I hope the attached documents are what you're looking for.

;/ILiA
Ralph Koehne
PE

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper 0



1832 Butterfly Valley Road Quincy. California 95971
Phone: (916) 281-6568

'. ~i/ ...,;.i'J I

N A ME:

ADDRESS:

CIT Y :

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST

LAUFMAN RANGER STATION

Milford, Ca. 96122

WATER ANALYSIS REPORT

LABORATORY NO 10908

DATE SUBMITTED 1/29/86

DATE REPORTED 2/25/86

." ,- ,...

RADIOCHEMICAL GROSS ALPHA ......•.... 11.3 pCi/L (counting error
= 1. 7 )

These results were obtained by following standard laboratory procedures:
the liability of the laboratory shall not exceed the amount paid ior this
report. Some of the analysis may have been referred to one or more
licensed laboratories.

Carolyn N. Henrici
Laboratory .Director



1832 8utterfly Valley Road Quincy, California 95971
Phone: (916) 281 -6588

N A ME: U.S.F.S. PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST

ADDRESS: LAUFMAN RANGER STATION

CIT Y : MILFORD, CALIFORNIA 96121

WATER ANALYSIS REPORT

WATER SAMPLE TAKEN FROM COFFEE SINK

LABORATORY NO

DATE SUBMITTED

DATE REPORTED

11268

3/7/86

4/5/86

GROSS ALPHA RADIATION .••... 27 pCi/L (counting err·or + 7.5 )-

RADIUM 226 JI
pCi/L (counting 1 )

,RADIATION ••.•.• < 1 error +-
RADIUM 228 RADIATION ...... < 1 pCi/L (counting error + 1 )-
URANIUM RADIATION. i •••••• 26 pCi/L (counting error + 6.4 )-

These result~ were obtained by following standard laboratory procedures:
the: liability o( the laboratory shall not exceed the amount paid (or this
report. Some of the analysis may have been referred to one or more
licensed laboratories.

Carolyn N. Henrici
Labora tory Director
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Sierra CascadeWater L'abo~ator~

c of (j'
. ':it" 3

CLIENT SAM?L~ IDEi~CAT!ON LAS CONTROL' DATA

, Mr •.Stanley Bottle :: Clients Data. of ~port: 3/24/86
Laufman Ranger Station
MIlford, CA. 96.121 Data c:ollee:tad: 3/4/86 Job number: 1116

Tima c:ollee:tad: 0900
Collected by: lab,
Loc:.ation: etation sink

'.

1-----,~iii"il1-p-T"ffr~~~~~:_::_r.~~~~......~~~_;l_:'oy__-.;._~··-·---- .. 
sampJ:..e J.QI sampJ.e J.el sampJ.e J.·C sample Id sample ld sample Id. " I

;ross Aloha 39.96 +5.67 pCiil

II

••

"J .::-

• - "0"'

. ,"
· '" ,'0

••••• ' .•~•. i ~".;'" '~""t' ~ ",'"

;'." • , .;' I

t, .. •ol~. '. ,J" ,0" .~•

I
· :. • .' • '. " ~ . ::~ '.: •• ' ... '..' .;' • ;w· ': :'" ••

Composite sample from all water sources online ~t
thot time (does not include vertical well)
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Sierra Cascade"Vater L'aboratory

~LIENT SAMPLE IDENTIFICAiION LAS CONiROl'DAT,\

Laufman Ranger Station Bot'tle a: labs Date of repcrt:ll/3!86Milford Ca
Data collected: 3/20/86 Job number'; 1172
Time collected: 0930
Collected by: lab
LOGaticn: .

._....._--.. .._- -~- ...._-_.---
~amp'.Le .La sa~p.Le ,.La sampl.e 1a sample ld sample Id sample Id
or~~on tc 1 ert~c 1 Road .

well well sarina

Gross Alpha 4.19±2•. 1 l.O5±O.18 31.10±5. bs

. I

.

.

I
.

-,

rol'\""""'nl"<"' I
All values in pCi/L

.
--
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Sierra CascadeWat~r 'Laboratory

:(LIENT SAMPLE: IJ>ENTIFICATION LAB CONTROL'DATA
"Laufman Ranger Station Bottle JI. clients Date of report: 6/3/86II.

Milford CA
Date collected: 4/29/86 Job number: 1267
Time collected:
Collected by: client
Location: Road Spring ,

.. _.. .. ...... . .. -.- _...
- -- - ....... .......... .. ._. .-. ' . ....._ .. _.~. ..._.-

samp.Le J.a samp.Le J. sample ld sample Id sample Id sample Id.
Gross Aloha 0.00 ±1.02 PC, /.1

I

.
:

r,..m ... "., .. ,... I
Gross CPM less than background CPM

-"
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Sierra CascadeWater Laboratory
60S Richmond Rd.

Susanville, California 96130

--

CLIENT SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION LAB CONTROL DATA

Laufman Ranger Station Bottle U; clients Date of report: 5/5/86
;

Date collected: 4/15/86 Job number: 1238
Time collected: 0900
Collected by: lab
Location: New Spring

GENERAL MINERAI:.SI
(onstltuent Value {mq/l} Mel ~

~lkalinity

bicarbonate- 54
carbonate <1
hydroxide <1

Calcium 13.6
Chloride 1 • .::> 250**
Copper u.u~ 1.0
MBAS <0.01 O.S
Iron 0.01 0.3
Magnesium l.l

Manganese U.U:l O.OS
pH /. jb units S-9uniti
Sodium /

2S0*:t:Sulfate is} 1.1Y
Spec. condo LU.::> I Jr.'lhn 900umho**
TDS lU SOO**
Hardness 43
Zinc <0.01 5.0

InlORGANIC CHEMICALS t
Constituent Value {me/l} MCL-=

Arsenic <0.01 0.05
Barium <0.1 1.0
Cadmium <0.001 0.010
Chromium 0.01 0.05
Lead 0.008 0·05
Mercury U.UUUj 0.002
Nitr"ate iN} - 0.08 J.O
Selenium <0.001 0.01
Silver" <0 _01 0.05

!
Floride 0.08 1.4-2.4

BACTERIOLOGICAL
Analvsis MPN MCl*

Total Coliform k2.2
Fecal Coli form
Fecal Strep.

OTHER I
Gross Alpha = 3.83 ±L99 pCi/l
True Color = 4
Turbidity = 20 NTU
Odor = 1

* MaRximum Contaminant Level established by Calif. Dept of Health {in mell }
** ~com~ended contaminant level established n n n n n -

I Crlterlon for domestic uses established by the Environmental Protection Agency
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Sierra Cascade\iVater L'abvratory

O-IENT SA~FL£ IlJENTIFICATION LAS CONTROL' DATA
. Laufman Ranger Station 8ot~le

It. clients Date of report: 6/6/86II.
Milford, CA

Date collected: 5/27/86 Job number: 1350
Time collected:
Collected by: client
L.ocation:

..... --- . .. .. ...... -. - .. .. ._.... ..... .....- ... • .u ... --
sampJ.e .ioU sampJ.e J. sampJ.e .l. ,1 samp.l.e .l.d sample Id

l
sample Id.

Privv .::::;nlrCoffee sink

~ross alpha 3.73 ±1 74 1.1? +1 11

PCi/l

.

;

.

r"mm"" ... t-" I

I.-
." -~ -.--_. + --.- •__ - ••• '
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J.... ISliERRA CASCADE WATiER LABORATORY1 c.~: ~ I·H i... ...- .-
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605 RICHMONO RO.• SUSANVIL.L£. CA 96130 • 19161257-74S0 . \"."'2 r1q:..t.IPLE F'OR M,~n""'Qlnl n~Ir:J4f_ ~;(.\"'l~",1T'(,,\'"
... I

I! I'll( !ll'''.
"'JAY"'O. 4NO 'DD'II"SS CGU,," DATt A"O "Oul COLLtCHG

t(I ."'/ ro," (I ,.\ ~.~ \. 1',-+4 IJ .,_ b/1.,1;~ • II 'i 5
'U,MPL.~G 'OINT CGLUCTlG If .GTTU "U"UI
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.
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1 REPORT

~~ALYSES OESIRED AND REMARKS: I
TO:

,E} CDLI/tll .. o 'ECAL CGLI'O."

n I~'= r'"' OfW!1 - -

f
\,
I
I
I
I
f
I
I

I,
I--_.,.... ~. __ .
i

RESUL.TS 'TO BE FIL.L.ED IN BY L. ... BOR .. TORY ONL.Y)

TUDE NUMBEll on 'U •\ .~-l- '-/. I ! I I I COLIFORM MPNIICOml
PORT/C:.S

IICRTlC'" 'N NI... i.."t!-i I I I I I I Ll,L,
PRESU 14fT/VE "OUOl!I· -1-1-:- - I I I I I I E. C. MPN/loo",1

:. ,-
TEST ull- -1-1- - I I I I I I I I I II

CONFIRMED .. !I I I I I I I I i I I i SeC,.ml CI, .;5.
AT ~5' C. mg .. liu~r

nST •• ;1 I i I I I I I I I
E. C. 14 II I I I I I I i I

ANAL.Y~~ .,.' ...\....: .
LABOnATORY REMARKS

o LEAKED IN TRANSIT

I 0 INSUF'ICIENT UMPL£
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Sierra Cas'cane"Vater L'aboratory ;~'""--'
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;t1/0
LIENT

,--' ."" ''''Ca'iifman' Ya'n ge r s tat i 0

SAM?L~ IDENTIFICATION

Bottle II; l:a bs .

Data collected: 7/22/86
Tima collected: 0900
Collected by: lab
Location: .upper spri'ng

1 ,.\

LAS CONiROL'DATA

Date 0 r report: 8/ 11 /86

Job numcer: 1513

._-- .
"-' .. .... .. -_...- - ...

sampJ.e J.Q sampJ.e J. sample ld sample ld sample Id sample I-a.
.

/...../.,;!
I

~ross
-" -

(7'; ;). ." /[;/ t'C"",:,
..-

Alph 10.80 ±2 90 PCi/l r'J.-:r ._: . ! (.1..:";',;--: ':1

/' , I () ,.
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"I..

,

.'
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b.IENT' SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION LAS CONTROL"DATA .

Laufman Ranger Station Bpttle (1: labs Date of report: 10/6/86

Date collected: 9/16/86 Job nUmber: 5146
Time collected: 0930
COllected by: lab
Loaaticn: coffee sink ..

sampJ.e -.Ld samp.LeJ:a sampJ:e .La sampleld sample Id sample Id
.. . .

. Gross Al ph~ 1. 50 ±l 38 pCi/i.
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AttadDlent 1

~

All latge am small .oamuni.ty ani nonoamaunity/nantransient syst.ens.

~

Four oonsecutive quarterly sal!;'les fNeri four years.

What?=.

lWti\ml226 aM radi.UJrI 228 lm15t be monitored. A set· of fOO%' oonsecutive
quarterly grass aJ.P1a suples may be. substituted tar met'S'lZ'eltIBJlts of radium
226 and radium 228. If ~. alpha S8JI'I)~es are used, all sources founi to
he oontai.nin:I en aye.ragf grass alpus of gnBter than 5 pei/L lIlL1St determine
the &VeRge qJ8rterly radium -226 and radium 226 c::ancentrations. 'Ibis can be
~l1shed DJ specific analYB.is for radium 226 ani radium 228 or 'r1f
unniUli analysis tbat ClQ1'1fim uxanium to be the source of the gross alpha
activity (see flow chart - AttachDeJJt 4) • .

A follow-up lla\itorin; PLo;,LUl IIL1St be establiatJ:!d tot' ~~ ~ith ~ter
than 5 pel/I. tJ:~M al~'1a ~c:tiv:!.:t.:J" nus is nea~j'~ US~ ttat.~
in ~~1",loSl'ic Qcnll:Uans dQ ~~ adversely affect tll& l"8diol~ic:al·water
G!'-l.&.U:ty, ft'4..wu ~~ :5bo.Ud ba supled for gross ~pba acUvi~y at least
on=,~ aanWly ·with ~ sample taken duri.rq the quarter oetexmined to
ooir-'..;ide with till: highest ql'C6S al;i'la activity. so..zrces fanS to ~air!

unuU.UIIl at or near the MCL shcAUd. be nx:mitored quart:erly. Gtoss alpha
m:m.itariJ'lq can be SU1:l&titut:8d fer uranium only after a fim cx)mllation
betWeen uranium Md the~ alri".il. pa.rtiC'le a~vj:t'll1.~'>1 1::een establi:1hid.

b't aJ:e the !as?.
1. Gross alpha activity (inclUdin;J radiUlll 226,

J::ut excludinq ndan aJd. uraniua)

2. Q:IIIbinE!d. radium 226 eM mi.um 228

3. uranium

5 pCi/L

20 pCi/L

Add!tianal clarificatiCl'l c:D1ce:rn1n;J. samplinq protocol an:! c:lCq)lianoe
de~'Ua1;

1. ~iaroawith the !as shall be based on ~ ave:raqe of the ana11'S'lS
of four ~iVl8~ly fU\11Ples.

2. iacil water supplier shall plan an1 sc:ha:l1le th'! ~i~ of fM!ri ~':'
scurc:e. '1he goal is to OCIII>lete the smaplir.;r ~",i:t:h..ir, me year. Aft'Ri':

all of the sc:malS have been sqJl.ed, thli er..r;pU.P.r.' ".h~.ucl repeat tTh~.

~ a:r'ISElOJt1ve ~ly ~1n; of 25 percent of ~~
mmual1y ftrd not "'ti1: !.;J;1r f'!I.\."9 ~=o ~J.n:U"iCe -the :''"'q.,aat uampll..1'1g'. 'nus
wUl provide inf=-tion on c:haD;Jes at an earlier date ard ebtlpl1ty
b~\!tll"q f':J:' 'eM ~liu:.



3. A well that exceeds 5 pCi/L 9ross alpha activity plus the error term is
nat violatinq an 1CL unless ~

8. 8aq)les taken frail the 'Mell oc:m.finn tMt oanbined radilml ~26 am
radiUlll 228 aoeeds 5 pci/L. (Ollta Obtained to date indicates this
is an extremely rare occurrence in califomia): or

b. An attempt to isolate the source of the gross alPha activity has .
produced results with greater than 15 pCi./L of grQ6$ alpha
activity Which cannot be accounted for. To date the SCUlPlirrJ
performed by the sanitation and Radiation Lab (SRL) has been able
to detetmine t::h& sow:ce of t::he gross alpha activity. After the
racUonuclide :espansible for the alpa activity (usmlly In'81UUIII)
has been i.&antified ,the appropriate At.. or 1CL for that
%8diaru:1ide &hall be use:! 1:0~ CXJ1P11arlcle.

4. <::c:mcem of the ± errar factcr as it relates to~ az;U1an::e
15 nat of great~ unless the analysis bas ccnf1J:med.~
radium 226 am. radium 228 is equal to or greater than 5 pCi/L gr the
unac:comted for grcss alpha activity (total gross~ m.i.nJs the enw
te1:m IUma unnium, radon, aM oth&r alpha part:l.cle emitters pluS
their ancr term) is equal to or c;:eatar than lS pciIL. 1G1itional
infOl"l'latian concemi.n.J calc:ulatian of the ± error is pmvided on
Att.acim1ent 5.

5. Conventicnal CJtaBS albi'm oollection ani analysis techniques t.oqetMr
with the normal transit and stmage time between collection and
analysis are such that the radon alpha particle activity is not
incl\Dd in results J:i!!p)r'ted to water ~rs or health officials.
'Ibis is CbJe to radon's volatility am half life. ~ the Wlysis
for aJ.t:ha particle activity the sample is c1rled thereby releasiJ'q the
~. .

6. At pratS ent anly SRL am 'lMA (1Ud1l'llJfd) are appI:t:MId for 1:lot'h 'the EPA
st1p1lated fluort:ll8t%ic ard ndiceetric 'l1II!thcds for uranium. Fruit
Grcwem tabaJ:atety (santa Paula) is a.pproYed for the radianetric lJetnoel
cnly. ~ SRL is c:urrently usin;J a secon:i fluoranetr1c~ to
detcm1ne uranium ClCftO)E!i It::ratians. An attempt to hIM! this ~
aceeptad by EPA wUl be made.

7. ,'the~ Bodfish radon l'latifiaatia'\ (Attachment 6) provides
adclitional~ infoz:mation on the health effects of radon in air
atd water.

8. Additional <)Uidarv::le or cx:mpliaD::e with the utmUUIIl MCL is as follows:

a. All awJ.icable syst.eIl& Wich have saIrOeS that have not been
sapled for ndiarmclides IIJSt initiate saqUinl wit:h.i11 eN year.

b. Any sytrt:e!Il~ hae; ~.aCl f.Q~ r.a...,1'\j.en1Clides ir: wr..1.c:b t~ ~..
alpna exr.:aded 5 pCiIt. ~ tl.tUcb did t"IC¢ aM,1Y?- ferr ~.':lJl" ~

S8q)le far uranium within one year.
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c. Ot:1'Je%' systems (i.e., tb::lse thrt ~.»).f'; 'ltd ~)f;S al~i2:, "'Mas less
than 5 pCi/L; CU'. be ilS!'Wed 1:1) be in OCIfI:lliarx:e.

g. ~a::::urate correlation bet"Aun q.a-.<6ia~ Qi'd urdltium can anly be made
if er.b, qlJarQ".41y ~.itple is analyzed frQl\1 tM S81lIF.t f4lllpa.



~

All suppliers usin;J surface t,late.r SOJt'CleS and We are servin; a popJlation
of over 100,000 (30,000 scvice oannectians) . .

~

Four c:x:I1SeCUt.ive q.arterly ~es f!NtiIrj tCA.lr years.

Vbt?

'Ihe surface water supplies 1IIJSt be SiIIIl'led for:'

1. Gt'aIB B8t:a

2. Tritium

3. Strant1\Jm"o90

4. If c;ross beta is >50 pCi,IL, then the majar radioactive oanstituent DLISt
be identified am tl1e appxopriate total body dose shall be calculated.
(It. is the responsibility of the water supplier to see that. this is
dane.)

'!be f'~ MCts are listed below:

1. 'n1e averaqe CCX"C&ittzatian of beta particle' activity and photOn
ra4~v1ty frail man.ae ndicn1Clides 1n water shall not: prcxluoe an
amual dose equivalent to tbe total body or any intemal organ gz:w.tar
than four mUlires/year.

2. Gress beta - 50 pC1/L

3. strantium-90 - 8 pCi/L

4. Tritull - 20,000 pd/L

O:Ilplialaa with the JaB Wll be biIse:1 en the~ ot the analysis Of
f~~ve q.mrt:erly ~l_.



Attachn'ent :3

S1;ML1al"d sam] e

500 ml

500 ml polyethylene bottle.

stardem1 Spplilg Pf9C*ium
COllect a representative water eaJ!i'le and ccizpletely fill tl'1e sample bottle.
Add CQQrltrated nitric acid (HN03), 2 ml per 500 Jl1 saaple. 1his shcWd
stabUize the ~e for at least a year. Retriqere.tia'1 is not necessary.

st;y'rlAni Frequency of &nIUw

Once per quarter for the first year. After the ftrst year, saJli)lin; and
analysis &ball be zepee;t:ed ever; fQ1t' years.

AnalWis

For the first year' of S8Jlplirq, smll water systems in yoJr o::JZ\ty my
choose to use one ot the foll<Mni methods:

1. '!be suples are collectai and a,,"alyzed quarterly C1ur1n; a ane year
period am then avetaqeCl; or .

2. 1ba Ol:IIICination of the tour quarterly saJli)les can be analyzed as one
CXltp:6ite ~le.

If the results of the gross alpha analysis exceed 5 pCi./L, a follClW-Up
differ&nt1atian analysis shcW.d be o:n:1ucted by a state approved labomt«¥
tor rad.1.UID 226 and, it nIOIS&ary, :ndiuJll 228.

G§

CtIIIbire1 radiUII 226 and radium 228

.GreSs alpha part;1cle activity (inclur:11n:] mdium 226,
bJt exclUiinll~ m1 uranium)

~

5 pCi./L

15 pci/L



AUG-24-1998 16:02 DIV DR INK ING liJATER-RDG

Analyze Sample
For Gross Alpha

9162244844 P,06

--.,;R;.;,;e;;.;:s;.;:;u;;::1~t_<....;5:......a;:p;.;;C.=..i/l...;L~__-=R~e;.;:::s..::.ul:::..t~>..::.S_1?i:.:C:;;,,;;i../.::;L In Comgl i ance
I I Iwith Urani~

In Compliance With I IMeL
all Radionuclides MCLs I Resultl

I <20 pci/LI
I I____.1-__ I

I I
Analyze for 1__ '

Uranium I 1______1 I

I
I

Result I
>20 pCi/LI

lout of
compliance

Subtract' Uranium
Result from Gross

Alpha

I
I

Net Result <5 pCi/L I Net Res"!lt >5 "ei/L
I I

In compliance with , -
Radium HC~s I

Analyze for llacUu:m I
------ 1

I
I
I

Result <5 pCi/LI_Re~s_u=l~t_>~5~P~C_i_I_L

I . I
In Compliance With out of

Radium MCLs Compliance

TOTRL P,0E-
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G::clogic P..sf~essr:lent of Lc.ufmc·J1 Groun&-!ater Situation

District ?cll1ger, ililforc1 rJ)
thru: till Standlee

0:1 r:n.y 7, 1987, I [let \lith Bill StanCllee Ui1C: Art Prince to loo~': for
[.O}.ut~.ons to ti,1e Lau['uan contwninateCl \"later systcro probJ.e1.1. Bill sho,'iec1 us
t:10 '....,Tiom; I:nO\,'11 spring£:: c.no ilater deveJ,opment cor'QOnentE:. I ~tuclied tile
cdr )JlKltOS ZU1:.i \.'e cUscLlm;ed \·.'hat could b2 rCcldily observed anc"; i.nter):,reted
on t:le sreo1og' or the 2xea. I reVie\7ed \lith Art some of the test da.ta froj:l
recent. \1ater sClnples.

'3:'he to]) Fr.,ring (olCl develcp;.lent) he.s racioo.ctive levels from t\-]O to 40· (and
mOJ.'e) ti.raes higher th2l1 all the other sourceB cur.rent:y being sampled. It:.
is cUL:ently disconnected from the \'later syster.1.

The vertical pel" (adjacent. to the caJlIp:!roum1) hus the 1O'l'leS'i:_ radimctive
count of any of the Bites being rilonitored (some samples s11m! zero gross'
<:l!.pha count). lIm-lever, it has a ITk:lI1ganese level averaging 70 times more
than the alla";able "Etu:dmwn contmninant level." It is currently
(Ji:Jconnected from the \'later systcln, although can be easily reconnected.

The ne\'j fFJr5.ng baE relutivcly 10\-: ra.dio.:ictive levels, but appe.:ln'':; to be
drying up. This spring has not yet been cJevelopeJ. It emitf: jU;j'c De~LO'\v a
high, 3-cljJ:lcnsionally jointed grLlnitic outcrop on a conve}~ (ric1ge-lil;e)
slop2 that nOl.:'T:mlly ,,'ould not be a prime caJldidate for an aquifer. If flO',]

fluctuates seasonally or irraoica11y, the \~ater source is probably
influenced heaviJ.y by intermittent precipitation, and \'lould not be a good
cm1di~ate to oevelop as a long tern source.

The hori.7.onta1 \'m' )., just above the camwround, has been plugging lately
ana needs to be re-opened again (if continued use is anticipated) \-lith a
high :;ressure water injecti.on treatraent.

The ~'roa-:1 S')[-iDO" h<::s the second highest level ,of radioactive contaJuination
of tbo::e sources being monj.tored. The near-surface spring \'lateJ: catcliITlent
Sl'Dtem is not capturing all the available \'later (some is draining into the
ditch) and biological contmainants appear to be getting into the \~uter.

o-::her opportunities exi,r,;;t within the \-latershec1 above Laufr,iC111 ns to develop
\.'2ter sources. l~ vert:;,cul \','ell at about 5700 feet in the main dra\'l of
"Bast Canyon" aH.-Jurently provided large volumes of \'later in the past to a
nou dOL'"!:1ant nining operation. Various other bogs and springs indicate the



j~')ten'i:5.aJ. for \',''-lter uevelopnents. P.t this tIDe houcver, tbe quali.ty and
'TllZ1i,i::i ty of \'later at thof:·.~ sH:e::: is not Imo\·.'l1 •

• l ' L.' T' J' '1 .,. t' .' J' ,.. .,i . • )<3.SJ.C ar.':.;UJ:lp1.10n _. TIl r:1Cl ang J.~' tlat raCU.OClC - lve cont.aITL1.naC).on or: t.fle

T;':nser StcJtion an,1 C:lIilpgrolli1c 'dater 5.S n'lore of (\ bazo.rJ th~m mincraJ. (Gg.
;:I:-::.Jj<J().ne~:e). contwnina'cion. Given tb:rt, e;"ilp;1asi::.; f;boulcl be on
l:~.~j.ns/cievelopinC1 !xr;:;; ShOi:t 'C<?n:1 (to li1eet thi.r; SUnL1<::r Is i1eeJ~..:;) ctrlCl lon<]
tenil \'l.:!ter sources t:Jat hnve very ::"Oi.' or ::.el:O levelE of ~ac1~.oucti\Tity.

:t r:llculc1 be nuced that tbiE; bri.cf revi.e.;; of the contaI:linatioll s:;.tuati.on by
liCI ]',8<'G18 CODS'Ci"':l1(:CG a thorou91: geolos;i.c investi<Jation. Huch uore '.lorl~ on
J.~. . ..., ~ J.. '\ :'1 "" , \ :'l
I.: J~ srOL1Jl(:, W'J(ler I...":C C;rowx.l .:.J1C, .i.n bOle :.tJ.D t·,rOlt).C: be needed to iu'! 1v
IlnCHst~~.m.~ the source (5) of contaLunuU.on, the relevti.nt geoJ.ogy, ~~~i the
'](.1.1ife:: d;ar'lcteri.[;tics \·lJl':"ch could then Dore reliably be inb=ri:xe·~ec.l to
he}p [,eJ.ect 'che best \later source op'dons. Ha:lever, due to the urgenc::/ of
'tbe situaU.on (Hater volur:1e at the :-:;;tc:i:ion dim:JJ-lishins rapicly r eC:trJ.y dry
f:lU}]::er D.nticin;:'1ted "no wtrvina levels of radi.o..~ctive c:ontar.rLnation), I feel.

~ . ~

'ella;:: sor.le preJ.jJ.1i:1~tJ::y re~orur:lend.:;tions are in order.

f.eCQu::en:"1~ti(lJ)S

1. Tbe fec::.sibility of i.nstalJ.ins; a filter for r,13nganer:;e on the vertical
\.'121::. r;~'loulc1 be e:~)J.ol:ec1 in (~ct,,-il by CO Bnginccd.ng. If the r;1fU1gane[,e
cOl:tail:;.nation C2.l1 be controlled, the vertical ",eJ.l hv.s ffny advantages over
nn other altemati.ves. In l~ opinion, maintenance of the fi.J.ter should
become a high priority asr.;igneo re[.p:ms5.biJ.ity cOill.:>ared \lith the
';-(f.term..tive c£ U;;.ij.l1S other sources ilith l1igher radioactive COUiltS.

2. 11onitoring/testing of all sources \'lhich are currently being monitoreo
shoulcJ conti.nue, 5.n order to build up u better understandins of t.he tren(lr;
of ',wter (~uc11i.ty at different J.ocations I.li.thin the \'!atershed. In addition,
\..T.:lter quantity estim~tes (eg. r usjng u' 5 gal. bucket anc1 ,,'~tch) f;!1ould be
1:..'1(10 on .a monthly basis (minintn) at each si. te. These records uill help to
cJetcr.r:'line the cc.pacity and v5~abi1ity of the grouncll.'.1ater aquifer at each
SOurce •

.3. ADore thorOu9h geotechnical study should be conducted of the
g::'ow1U\?atel:' resjJUe and "later sources \"Ii thin the \}atersbed b~r the FOl-est
Geologist. Feasibili.ty of alternative sources should be analyzed and
lIlonitod.ng/testing of additional sites shou:'..<J begin. I mi.ght also get
r;or!leone from Zone [·Enerals involveJ.

4. The District should begin monthly nonitoring and testing of the
vertical nine \'lell in East canyon, after obtaining pelJilission from the
cJ.(J.:lSi"k:'1nt. Favorable test results could lead to c1evelo[Al1ent of a new \'leE
in this area in the future to meet Forest ServJ.ce needs.

Please let me J~nO'd by June 11 if you \'lould like to further cJiSCUSD any of
the above, ancl if you \'lould like for De to implement recorrrnendation nurrber
3., a~~ I \"lill have ver'j lir.lited availability again until mid August.

!\LLBH ral-X;
Forest Geologist
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REPLY TO: 7420 Water Supply

SUBJECT: Laufman Water System

TO: All Ranger Station Residences

Date: Aug.7, 1987

We have been able to clean up the Road Spring again. It is back on line
again as of 8/5/87. Our 'tanks are full now. We can start watering our
lawns again using the attached schedule.

For your iinformation the top spring, the one that has caused our problems
with Gross Alpha counts, has gone down to 4.84 +1-2.04 pCill. This spring
has been going down in counts since we started testing a year and half ago.
With the count this low we are getting this water source ready to go back
on the system if we need it. Before we put this on line we will let
everyone know. Also we are going ahead with the filtering plant on the
Horizontal 'Well.

I would like to thank everyone for their patience during this time of low
water. If we can get the top spring ready to go for backup we ,should not
have any more problems, I hope.

RESIDENCE DAY OF WEEK TIME OF DAY

BALLARD 1,3,5,7,9,11,13 0900 to 1300

DAVIS 2,4,6,8,10,12,14 1600 to 2000

MOHORIC 1,3,5,7,9,11,13 1700 to 1900

MCGRATH (SYSTEMS) 1,3,5,7,9,11,13 0300 to 0500

MOLINA 2,4,6,8,10,12,14, 1000 to 1400

STANDLEE (SYSTEMS) 1,3,5,7,9,11,13 2200 to 0300

WILLIAMS 2,4,6,8,10,12,14 1700 to 1900

OFFICE (SYSTEMS) 2,4,6,8,10,12,14 0200 to 0500

Week 1 Week 2
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Man Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

/sl Bill Standlee
BILL STANDLEE
District Fire Management Officer



LASSEN COUNTY
HEALTH and HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT

o Mental Health 0 Public Guardian ~ Public Health 0 Veterans Service 0 Welfare

EXHIBIT 2

Ray C. Grammer
Administrator April 21, 1986

E. Paul Smith, O.P.A.
Program Director

Plumas National Forest
Milford Ranger District

Milford, California 96121

Attention: Bill Standlee

Dear Bill:

The purpose of this correspondence is to put in writing what was discussed over
the phone on April 14, 1986 so that there will be no misunderstanding of what
the Lassen County Health Department wants done as the next steps in dealing with
the radiological contamination of your water system.

Please proceed as follows:

(1) Take the to~ spring out of service by disconnecting its water supply
pipe close to the spring, cap the downhill supply pipe but allow the spring
to drain to waste. Do not stop the normal spring flow.

(2) Disconnect the top spring supply pipe at its junction with the horizontal
spring pipe and cap the top spring supply pipe. We do not want an open
ended dead line.

(3) The roadside spring is to be water back-flushed then it is to be allowed
to flow to the creek for three days before you resample for gross alpha.
Please see that the Health Department receives the test results and that
we approve them before proceeding with any further action.

(4) If the roadside spring is found to be safe for use as drinking water it
and the horizontal spring are to·be used to flush out the concrete storage
tank. While this is being done the 20,000 gallon steel tank is to supplY
the ranger station and dwellings with water (not for drinking). Bottled
water is to be used for drinking.

(5) Flush the steel storage tank with water from the roadside spring and
horizontal well. Refill the steel tank.

(6) Sample the pooled water from at least two different locations at the ranger.
station complex. One source is to be the coffee area in the ranger station.

(7) When the Health Department has received the results and has cleared the
water supply for human consumption normal use of the water system can
commence. Bottled drinking water may then be discontinued.

P.O. Box 1359 • Susanville. CA 96130 • (916) 257·8311



Plumas National Forest

Page -2- Continued

Some additional things to be done:

(1) If a new spring is to be developed it is to be sampled to see that the
water meets all the State primary and secondary drinking water standards
and radiological standards before development can begin. This office is
to approve the method of development.

(2) Supply the Health Department with a schematic drawing of the entire
Laufman water system including its various connections and valving.

TIlank you for your continued cooperation during this lengthy investigation.

Sincerely,

/7 I
KCJY-u;?Uj/iU-~

Doug i~es
Sani tarian

DA/dw

cc: Plumas National Forest
Art Prince



".
Slale of Call!ornla-Health and welfare Agency

WATER SYSTEM INSPECTION REPORT
Department of Health ServIces

NAME DATE... ' .•

LOCATION
", . ~ I

RECHECK DATE

MAILI.!'lG ADDRESS
; I'

COMPUTER NUMBER

OWNER I OPERATOR
.: I ~ . "\ •• , !": \ ", ") ": ":! I"

TIME IN

PROGRAM/ELEMENT ISERVICE TIMEOUT

", ("': ~ , :,") ,. ~: .. ~: q!'1

The marked items represent Health Code violations and must be cor·
rected as follows:

2 3'

6; 7'

25 26

MAJOR MINOR

15, 16
17: 18
19 f0Z0
20· 21'

~22
23 24

Sewage

W
Activily

u ..
FlOOdinga:: 0:>a::

00.
III Construclion

Loea'ion

~... Disinfection
a:" Fillralion:oW

~l!:
Trealment Olher

Cl Storage

~~ Aping
aG-

Cross-Con. Problem

Equip. Mainl.

ffi Records

~ No Operalor

Cross·Con. Program

- ....t ~ i.... ' ,.-
h.: [-':,!i'i

, .... :-,

i.. '

.'/

.'

• . J;.... I··

." .., ':: ... ;~ '..-

tii. I"~. ~~~: •. :'

, ~... '." I '" ,

44

48

39

41

34

35

46
47

40

38

43

37

42

45

Pub. Nolilicalion Bact.

o Seed. Chern. Insull.

frl Seed. Chern. SId. Not Mel
I/)

Consumer Acceptance Not Mel

/norg. Insull.

Inorg. Sid. Not Mel Nitrate

Inorg. SId. NOl Mel Selenium
>-

~ ~ Inorg. SId. NOI Mel Fluoride

:z :E Inorg. Std. NOI Mel Mercury

~ ~ Inorg. Sid. Nol Mel Arsenic

:E ~ loorg. SId. Not Met Other

(;!j ~ Pub. Nolilic;a\ion Inorg.
::Ea: Org. 'nsurf.

Q" Org. Sid. Nol Mel Required

Org. Std. NOI Mel Olher

Pub. NOlilic;allon Org.

Turb. 'nsull. Chronic

Turb. 'nsull. Inlerm,
cD
~ Turb. SId. NOI Mel Imerm.

... Turb. SId, Not Mel Chronic

Pub. Notilic;ation Turb.

49
50
51
52
53

Permil None Valid

~ Source

~ Siorage
:::l
o llislribullon

55
56
57

OFFICE ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER RECEIVED BY:

Salety ,nadeQuale 58 SANITARIAN:

SYSTEM STATUS: IMARK ONEI

59 60
MAJOR 0 MINOR 0

OfF. OfF.
NO

OfF.

61o PAGE OF

DHS 8092 (5/B4) Second Copy - Owner Third Copy - File



o MenIal Health 0 Public Guardian 0 Public Health 0 Veterans Service 0 Welfare

LASSEN COUNTY
HEALTH. and· HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXHIBIT 4
I
I
I

Ray C. Grammer
Administrator

E. Paul Smith, D.P.A.
Program Director

July '7, 1986
./

Plumas National Forest
Milford Ranger District
Mil for d ~ Ca. 96121

Attention: Bill Standlee

Dear Bill:

The results of the bacteriologfcal water sample taken June 24,
1986 show no contamination. Your water system is heroby declared
fit for human consumption and normal usage of it may resume.

Thanks again for your help and cooperation.

Sincerel:y,

Kenneth Korver, M.D.
Hea 1 t h Of f' ice r

if08-Ll/i {)111J<L.-/
Doug ,ytmes
Sanitarian

DA/nmn

P.O. Box 1359 • Susanville, CA 96130 • (916) 257·8311



Sierra CascadeWater L'aboratory
60S Richmond Rd.

Susanville, California 96130

CLIENT SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION LAB CONTROL DATA

Laufman Ranger Station Bottle n: labs Date of report: 4/7/86
Milford, CA 96121

Date collected: 3/20/86 Job number: 1172
Time collected: 0930
Collected by: lab
Location: horizontal well

BACTERIOLOGICAL
Ana1vsis MPN rlCL :t:

Total Coliform <2.2 1<2.2
Fecal Coliform

IFecal Strep.

GENERAL MINERAtSI -
(onstltuent iValue {mq/l} MCl *.-
Alkalinity

bicarbonate 78
carbonate <l
hydroxide ' <1

Calcium 24.8
Chloride 1.0 250**
Copper U.U 1.0
MBAS <0.01 D.S
Iron <0.01 0.3
Magnesium 3.9
Manganese U.Ol 0.05
pH 6.62 units S-9 unitl
Sodium 8.9
Sulfate is} <0.01 250**
Spec.' condo 170 tJr.1hn 9DOumho**
TDS 155 500**
Hardness 76
Zinc 0.01 S·O

Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chromium
Lead
Mercury
Nitrate {N}
Selenium
Silver
Floride

t--r~,O;,..;.-:-O~l -i D. OS
<0.03 1.0

I--<~O~.O~O:-:-l---I0.010
<0.001 O.OS
0.011 O.OS

~<~O~.O~O~l---10.002

1_0::?"~r-- 1 :La
<0.01 0.01

1-<":':'O::"'"."'J':'O";""l----t O. OS

0.08 1·4-2.4

OTHER I
Color = 1 unit
Odor = no odor observed at 60°C
Turbidity = <1 NTU

~ 11 _ q,/1 -.!:'~,'JI
(/ rr -

* Maximum Conta~inant.Level established by Calif. Dept of Health {in mall}
** R~com~ended contamlnant level established n n "" " •

r Crlterlon for domestic uses established by the Environmental Protection Agency



.....

,Sierra 'CascadeWater L'aboratory
605 Richmond Rd.

Susanville, California 96130

CLIENT SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION LAB CONTROL DATA

Laufman Ranger Station Bottle U; labs Date of report: 4/7/86
Milford CA

3/20/86Date collected: Job number: 1172
Time collected: 0930
Collected by: lab
Location: vertical well

BACTERIOLOGICAL
Analvsis MPN MCl*

Total Coliform <2,2 ,,2.2
Fecal Coli form "

Fecal Strep.

'r.:"J. \;..0'_
t .,.,.,#:f .

---: T
..' -. ,

" I'
-::~,-

GENERAL MINERAlSI
(onstltuent IValue {mq/l} Met •.-
Alkalinity

bicarbonate 130
carbonate <1
hydroxide <1

Calcium 34.4
Chloride 2;0 2S0U

Copper U.1J 1.0 '
M8AS <0.01 0.5
Iron 2.8 0.3
Magnesium 10.7
Manganese 2.1 0·05
pH 7.06 units 5-9 uniti
Sodium 11.0
Sulfate {S} <0.01 2503:*
Spec. condo 270 tJl':1hn 900umhou
TDS 198 500**
Hardnes:i 116
Zinc 0.04 5·0

OTHER I
Color = 50 units
Odor = 8 units at 60°C
Turbidity = 23 NTU

'tJ1J /,tJ? -+-{),13

Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chromium
Lead
Mercury
Ni trate {N}
Selenium
Silver
Florida

{m /l} MCl*

I-"'('~""'--__~ 0.05
<0.03 1.0

1-"<.IoI.o.o.l.(""-)Q~J---I O. 010

0.006 0.05
1_0...........0.....2=.2_~_I 0.05

O. 001' , 0.002
1_~2~.O~ 1 :La

O 01 0·011--..;0..;;;:.:';;';:':""---1o 01 0.05
I--.........~------l

O 05 1.4-2.4
1-.;,;.0.;;'-----1

* Maximum Contaminant,Level established by Calif. Dept of Health {in mall}
** R~com~ended contaminant level established ~ ~ " " " .
; Crlterlon for domestic uses established by the Environm~ntal Protection Agency



~...: .

.Sierra CascadeWate1" L'aboratory
605 Hichmond Rd.

Susanville, California 96130

CLIENT SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION LAB CONTROL DATA

Laufman Ranger Station Bottle 0: labs Date of report: 4/7/86
Milford, CA 96121

Date collected: 3/20/86 Job number: 1172
Time collected: 0930
Collected by: lab
Location: Road Spring

ORGANTr CHEM! ALS
(onsti tuent Value {mq/H M L*

BACTERIOLOGICAL
Analvsis MPN MCL*

Total Coliform <2.2 <2.2
Fecal Coliform
fecal Strep.

GENERAL MINERAt.sl
~Constltuent Value {mq/l} Met .-

Alkalinity
bicarbonate 74
carbonate <l
hydroxide <1

Calcium 23.2
Chloride 2.0 250**
Copper 0.09 1.0
MBAS <0.01 0·5
Iron <0.01 0·3
Magnesium 2.4
Manganese 0.01 0.05
pH 6.86 units 5-9 unit.9
Sodium 10.5
Sulfate is} 1.45 250**
Spec. condo 160 I,,,,hn' 900umho**
TDS 144 500**
Hardness 68
Zinc 001 5.0

OTHER

Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chromium
Lead
Mercury
Nitrate {N}
Selenium
Silver
Floride

t-_<0;:;.::.~0~1__--1 O. OS
<0.03 1.0

'-~<""'Q""".Q""Q""l---10.010
0.009 0.05
0:003 0.05

t---<'::-O'""':.O:-;O~l---I 0.002
1_.;;;.0:,..;;.0;.;.3..".-- 1 10

O 01 0 .01
I--=-~';,.;.----1o 01 0.05
1-~~---'----1

0.08 1.4-2.4

Color = 1 unit
Odor = no odor observed at 60°C
Turbidity = <1 NTU

~'I If)0. ± ~.,5

* Maximum Contaminant. Level established by Calif. Dept of Health {in mall}
** R~com~ended contamlnant level established " ~ " " " -
IF (rlterlon for rlomestic uses established by the Environmental Protection Agency
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\88 EAST MAIN ST.
.0. BOX 943
R,6,~ VALLEV. CA 95945

'.. ,C R A 1\:, . ERE N GIN E E R I i\i '-' ,'-4 C .

Consulting Engineers

LABORATORY REPORT

(916) 273-7284

SAMPL.ING L.OCA nON: _

COLLECTED BY: _

DATE REPORTED ~1..:.:0/~1:...0.:.../..:..7~S _

DATE RECEIVED_...;9/_1_S_I_7_S _

Lab. No. 75614 -5

u. S. Forest Service
Lau.fIren R:mger Station
Hi.lford, 0\. 96121

/

"', ': ..
LAUFMAN RANGER STATICN

calcium, Ca

Barium, Ba

Chloride, Cl

Ki/L

36.4

.07

2.7

Saturation Inc1e..'1( @ 70· F - .68

~thylene Blue Active
Substanoos, M.D.A.S. L.Ol

Iron, Fe .043

l-1anganese, Nn .002

Nitrate, as N .12

* Silver, Ag 0.270*

Sulfate, 504
4.1

Ha...~S3, as 'Caco3
61.1

pH @ 22° C 7.5

Copper, eu

F1uoridD, F

Lead, Pb

M=rcury, Hg

Selenium, Se

Soihl1n, Na

zinc, Zn

A.1.kalinity, HeD
3

Saturation pH <!?Hs)

.261..
" .....~_. w,. '. _.....

•15

.011

~ .001

L... .01

11.2

.004

liB.3 ...•..

8.18·'

.-- ..
(

11 Rerun to verify result.
I,

.,~

..



1832 Butterfly Valley Road Quincy. Califomia 95971
Phone: (916) 281-6588

NAME: U5.FS. PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST LAB II 2663

ADDRESS:LAUFMAN RANGER STATION

CITY: MILFORD, CALIFORNIA 96121
M I.l Sf'" Be- .$ PlQ.l~G A r we:L.-I..- W~!

DATE SUBMITTED: 4/6/82

DATE REPORTED: 4/3 0/82
,v rn- p ,;u... L. ~"'O J.J,iJ 11 '- S"'/8,

GENERAL MINERAL INORGANIC CHEMICAL-

GENERAL PHYSICAL

TURBIDITY units ...

ARSENIC rng/l L.O.OS

BARIUM mg/l L I .0

CADMIUM mg/l '- 0.009

CHROMIUM mg/l ~ 0.05

FLUORIDE mg/I o•1

LEAD mg/l 40. 05

MERCURY mg/l ~ 0 .002

NITRATE mg/l 1.6

SELENIUM mg/l .c:=, 0.01

SILVER mg/l "- 0 • 05

H 7.2P , t ..

SPECIFIC DONDUCTANCE ...•.•••••.• 24~

TOTAL DISOLVED SOLIDS mg/l ••••• 173

TOTAL HARDNESS mg/l as CaC03 •••. 70

TOTAL ALKALINITY mg/l as CaC03 •• 99

BICARBONATE mg/l. . • • . • • . . •• 121

CARBONATE mg/l ••••••••••c:(l.O

CHLORIDE mg/l ·.... .. .... 8 . 7

SULFATE mg/l .............. ~ 1 • 0

CALCIUM mg/l ·.......... 20

COPPER mg/l ............ 0.3

IRON rng/l ..... ,' ..... ,<"0.01

POTASSIUN mg/l ................... 1.9

MAGNESIUM mg/l .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. 4.6

MANGANESE mg/I · ............ ... < 0.05

SODIUM mg/l ................... 15

ZINC mg/l · .. ... .. .. .. .. .. 0.30

FOAMING AGENT mg/l (LAS) ••••• <. 0 • 05

COLOR

ODOR

units •••.

tons .•••

<: means less than the listed value

These results were obtainerl by following standard labor.1tory procedures:
the liability of the laboratory Sh'lll not exceed the amount paid for this
report. Some of the analysis may have been referred to one or more
licensed laboratories.



Physical
Cher"ical &
Bacteriological
Analysis

~
"CH~M

::HILL
ENVIRONMENTAL LABORA"'_rW
2218 RAILROAD AVENUE. P.O. BOX 2088
REDDING. CA 96001-TELEPHONE (916) 243-5831

ANALYSIS

REF. NO. 7849

DATE 6/8/82

PAGE_1_OF_1_

REPORT TO LES CUSHMAN

P.O. BOx 3251

Redding, Ca. 96049

ATTN: Les Cushman PHONE: 221-4408

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION Lauffman R. D. - WeJJ_~Wc.;;;a:..;::t:..;;;e.=-r--:-___ SAMPLED BY: Les

DATE OF SAMPLE 5/28/82 DATE RECEIVED _~6l..:./1:..J/'-.::8::...=2:.- _

milligrams
milli-equiva·

milligrams milligramsMAJOR CATIONS lents per TRACE ELEMENTS OTHER
per liter

liter
per liter per liter

Calcium ICal 27.1 Arsenic lAs) <0.005 Phenolphthalein

Magnesium (Mgl 6.73 Barium (Ba) <0.1 Alkalinity ICaC031 0

Potassium IK) Cadmium ICd) <0.01 Methyl Orange hotal)

Sodium INa! 20.2 Chromium ICri total <0.02 Alkalinity IC.aC03) 136

Copper (CuI <0.02 Total Hardness ICaC03) I 95.4
.,

Fluoride IF) 0.07 pH (units) 7.44

total milli·equiva- Iron (Fe) 0.31 Electrical conductivl~

lenu per liter <0.05 lmicromhoslcm @ 2 ) 268
Lead IPb) ._-_._.
Manganese (Mnl 1. 56 TurbiditY INTU) 0.45

MAJOR ANIONS --- ---_. -_..--
Mercury (Ho) <0.001 Color (units) <5

Bicarbonate ~HC031 166 Selenium ISel <0.01 Odor lunltsl none
Carbonate IC03) 0 Sliver lAg) <0.02 Total Dissolved S\)lidl 153

----
Chloride lell 5.2 Zinc IZnl 0.02 MBAS <0.05
Nitrate IN03) <0.22 PESTICIDES

Phosphate IP04) Endrln

SulfatG (S041 10 Lindane

Methoxychlor
-

BACTERIA MPN/100 ml Toxaphene

total milll-eQuiva· Total Coliform 2-4-0

lents par liter
Facal Colif\lrm 2-4-5·TP Siivex

-----
II

COMMENTS; _

All anelyslli by EPA or State of California
recOmmended methods, unless otherwise noted

tHeta Approved Wetur L.aboralory for Chemical,
BIlt:leriological. ilnd Dioauay Examinations

REPORTED

Thp. inlormollion ~hown on thi~ sheet i' lest "~l. only .nd
no an.lvsi.:; or if'tcroretation is i"tcrdcc1 l'H imolied.

h,,,, 111



USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data http://water.usgs.gov/ca/nwislqwdata?qw_...mUable&site_no=IO356500&agencLcd=USGS

.-(., .
., Data Category: Geographic Area:

Water Resources C==:==_I r======MJ 0

Water Quality Samples for California
USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA

Available data for this site _ _J 0
i

Output formats !

Lassen County, California
Hydrologic Unit Code 18080003
Latitude 40°25'03", Longitude 120°40'15" NAD27
Drainage area 184.00 square miles

Ipar-a.!!1~t~r Group ~ata ..sum~ary __ o=J
IIr:v~ntory of available ~~~er-gua~ity d?t~ ' ....~
li!i~entory of w_a~er-9ualityd~ta with re~~J.e~al J i
I_!a..~.-separated ASCII.file. serial or~~r _.__ II
12:~~_~se~arated ASS:II file. wide .~r~e~ ._._ ii
l.~e.~..el~ct output format.. .......... ..._ .. 11

lof4

I

ZINC, ALUM- I
TOTAL INUM, LITHIUM I MERCURY

I
RECOV- DIS- DIS- i DIS-

I ERABLE SOLVED SOLVED I SOLVED
I (UG/L (UGIL (UGIL I (UG/L

SAMPLE II MEDIUM AS ZN) II AS AL) i AS LI) AS HG) .
....l?ATE!IME .J, ~.~~E ....J~109~~ (011~6U..~01130) (71890) I
L~?!~~~~~:05J1 ..._.9.11 .... ~..~O.JI... .-II.... ~[ _.-J
11~7~~_05-09 06:50 11._._ __. _911_. ·.~20.J1. ...II. _..... _....._.JI._ _ J
IJ..9!.?=.03-1916:.~~.IL _?II .._;s20·11 _.. .JI _ II. ..._. J
11976-04-21 10:30 11_..__ 9 JI._.... .. pQ ~~L._ _... II .11 ..-J
I!..~~~~~~?JI ......._._~II._. .s .~O·I'- ._.____ .JI. ____ 11 _ .. J
1_197?-06-0~. 08:00.11.... .....?II _ .._..O~JI _....11 J. __.. J
1_~?-!~~~~.~~~??JL_._ .. _. .?J1 s 2?·11 . _ J. . JI, ~_~~.J
1.!.27~~8-1_? 1O:??II_ _.__ ~jl. __._..~g:J _ -'I :_ .. __ ._.JI _.._~..:11
l.~ ~.?~__ 1.!.=~2 .09:~?..II.. _ ~IL._ _?~·II ..JI _.. .. JI....... ..~ .1.1
1.!~7~-02- ~4. ~~:~l ............?jl._ __.._~~JI.__ __..__ J.._ t .' _. ..:.~
1~.~?~.=g~.~~.~!:~.~J 1..__ 2..11. ..__ ?-?J " ....1 I. _. .. JI.. ..........~_:!J
IJ9?~ __9~~~?.. ~!:.~?JI .._~._.~_ ..__ ?.IL ?~..JI _ -.11..... _.. ..JL .. __ s:.~_.1

8/24/200 I 9:48 AM



USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data http://water.usgs.gov/calnwis/qwdata?qw_...m1_table&site_no=l 0356500&agencLcd=USGS

20f4 8/24/2001 9:48 AM



USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data http://water.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/qwdata?qw_...mUable&site_no= 10356500&agency_cd=USGS

1

< .- -. .. -.. '--', A~~~~i~~i~~'i~ ~~~~ tob~"-

. .__.. _..__..__..._ .. .J~~~_~_!~a~.!~e.~~l_ue.s~o~n._._..__

I~~_w.._m.._ , _. JI~2~._.m w.o",,,, __.._..1

30f4 8/24/20019:48 AM



USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data http://water.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/qwdata?qw_...m1_table&site_no= I0356500&agency_cd=USGS

~_ '.__.__._~_.,_. ,_~_.__.~ ..__~ . M_~_" "__~, .__._.__.__._.__. ._._¥_._'_. ~ >~ • ,_ ••_._•• _ •• " __~_~__•• • __._••__._~_. • ~_~ __~_...__

Questions about data gs-w-ca NWISWeb Data Inguiries@usgs.gov
Feedback on this websitegs-w-ca NWISWeb Maintainer@usgs.gov
USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data
http://water.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/qwdata
Retrieved on 2001-08-2412:47:43 EDT
Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey
USGS Water Resources of California
Privacy Statement II Disclaimer II Accessibility
5.72 0.99

40f4 8/24/20019:48 AM



USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data http://water.usgs.gov/cainwis/qwdata?qw_,,.mUable&site_no=10356500&agency_cd=USGS

Questions about data gs-w-ca NWISWeb Data Inguiries@usgs.gov
Feedback on this websitegs-w-ca NWISWeb Maintainer@usgs.gov
USGS 10356500 SUSAN R A SUSANVILLE CA Water Quality Data
http://water.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/qwdata
Retrieved on 2001·08·24 12:38:02 EDT
Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey
USGS Water Resources of California
Privacy Statement II Disclaimer II Accessibility
2,94 1.07

SU?.iI?OOl Q·.iO AM



STATE OF CALIFORNIA -- THE RESOURCES AGENCY

/DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
~ORTHERN DISTRICT
2440 MAIN STREET
RED BLUFF, CA 96080-2398

May 24,2001

Mr. Tom Suk
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
2501 Lake Tahoe Boulevard
South Lake Tahoe, California 96150

Dear Mr. Suk:

The Department of Water Resources, in cooperation with the U.S. Forest
Service, has monitored water quality in Eagle Lake since the early 1970's. We recently
began using low level detection techniques for metals to determine compliance with
current environmental criteria. Some recent laboratory results have indicated relatively
high levels of mercury in samples from several of the monitoring stations. We therefore
decided to analyze fish tissue for mercury accumulation. I am providing the results of
these studies for your information.

Water samples were collected from several monitoring stations according to the
existing lake monitoring schedule during the year 2000 using procedures of
Environmental Protection Agency Method 1669. Surface samples were collected by
dipping a clean teflon or glass bottle to a depth of about a half meter, while bottom
samples were collected with an acidwashed teflon bomb sampler and decanted into a
teflon or glass bottle. Ten Eagle Lake trout of various lengths were collected from the
Department of Fish and Game egg taking station at Pine Creek on March 28, 2001,
wrapped in aluminum foil, and frozen. All analyses were performed at Frontier
Geosciences in Seattle, Washington.

All lake monitoring sites sampled on June 13 contained .elevatedconcentrations.. ....
of total recoverable mercury that exceeded the criteria of the California Toxics Rule
(Figure 1). Subsequent monitoring did not detect any elevat~~,.G(;>ncentrationsuntil",
November 7, when a bottom sample from Station 14 was reported to contain a relatively
high level of total recoverable mercury that exceeded the National Toxics-Rule, but not
the eTR. We will continue to analyze mercury from water samples collected this year..

Tissues analyzed from Eagle Lake trout were found to nave up.to, ..
0.0751 milligrams per kilogram wet weight of total recoverable mercury. The California
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment considers 0.3 mg/kg C3~ the ac:ti.9!1
level for protection of human health, which indicates that Eagle Lake trout are safe for
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Mr. Tom Suk
May 24,2001
Page 2

human consumption. Mercury concentrations in fish showed a weak correlation
between both fork length (Figure 2) and weight (Figure 3).

Recently, two osprey from Eagle Lake died within a few months following release
on Catalina Island. Both birds had elevated mercury levels. The source for mercury
contamination in the birds has not been identified. A study conducted in 1994 on prey
selection by Eagle Lake osprey found that tui chubs were the dominant component of
osprey diets, while the contribution from Eagle Lake trout was minuscule. Therefore,
we plan to collect tui chubs this summer for mercury analyses to determine whether
these fish have elevated mercury levels that may be affecting their predators.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at
(530) 529-7326.

Sincerely,

Jerry Boles, Chief
Water Quality and Biology Section

Attachments
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• •DECISION NOTICE
and

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
for

PINE CREEK RIPARIAN && FISH PASSAGE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Eagle Lake Ranger District, Lassen National Forest
USDA - Forest Service

1. Introduction

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to describe alternative management strate
gies and proposed projects to improve the riparian and fish passage of Pine Creek and disclose the
potential environmental effects of their implementation. The assessment area encompassed 31.35
miles of Pine Creek and its riparian zone. The Pine Creek Riparian & Fish Passage Improvement
Project EA is available for review at the Forest Supervisor's Office of the Lassen National Forest
in Susanville, California.

11. Proposed Action

The proposed action is to improve the riparian habitat and fish passage capability of Pine Creek
by changing livestock grazing management along the creek and completing several projects within
the next five years which are identified more specifically in Alternative IV-LRMP within the Pine
Creek Riparian & Fish Passage Improvement Project E.A.

III. Purpose and Need for Action and Project Objectifies

The National Forest Management Act (NFMA) requires that wildlife habitat be managed to main
tain viable populations of existing native and desired non-native vertebrate species. Although a
very successful hatchery operation is in place and 200,000 Eagle lake trout are stocked annually in
Eagle'Lake, natural propagation of this subspecies is not occurring. The situation is critical since
suitable spawning habitat is available in the upper reaches but, because of deteriorated conditions
and obstructions along the migration route, Eagle Lake trout are not able to reach the available
habitat for natural reproduction.

The proposed action is designed to achieve desired conditions of Pine Creek stream/riparian habitat
and eliminate obstacles which prevent fish migration to the perennial spawning grounds of Pine
Creek from Eagle Lake.

;il'
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IV. Decision and Rationale for Selection •
It is my decision to select Alternative IV-LRMP, identified in the Pine Creek Riparian & Fish
Passage Improvement Project E.A. with some modifications to meet the objectives identified for
this area.

There are several alternate ways in which land management activities can occur and still meet the
Forest Plan standards and guidelines and the riparian/fish prescription. This alternative includes
multiple resource activities that are compatible with moving toward the desired condition.

Implementation of Alternative III-No Action would cause the condition of the creek· to continue
to degrade. Alternative V-Corridor would improve the riparian/stream habitat fastest and has a
high Environmental Quality Benefit Rating" (EQBR) but eliminates resource activities that are
compatible with the objectives.

Alternatives I-Platts, II-CRMP, and IV-LRMP are very similar. Individual portions of the various
alternatives may rank higher for one area than another, but only Alternative IV-LRMP ranks
within the top two alternatives for both the proposed grazing strategies and proposed projects.
Alternatives I-Platts and IV-LRMP have the highest "Environmental Quality Benefit Rating"
(EQBR) for the proposed grazing strategies and Alternatives IV-LRMP and II-CRMP have the
highest EQBR for the proposed projects.

V. Brief Description of the Selected Alternative

Alternative IV-LRMP proposes to manage grazing on Pine Creek and its riparian areas in the
following manner.

1. Continuation of a three pasture rest rotation grazing system including .9 miles of Pine
Creek.

2. Excluding grazing along 7.55 miles of Pine Creek by management and with channel
and riparian exclosures.

3. Permit fall gathering only within identified pastures which include 1.45 miles of Pine
Creek

4. Permit occasional grazing when needed to meet vegetation objectives within units
including 2.6 miles of Pine Creek.

5. Permit short duration grazing within units including 3.95 miles of Pine Creek.
6. Allow short duration late grazing within units including 3 miles of Pine Creek 2 out

of three years.
7. Rest identified units 3 years then graze 1 of three years which include 2.25 miles of

Pine Creek. (Note the identified units will be in the third year of rest the season of
1995).

8. Permit grazing under the "riparian pasture" strategy within units including 8.15 miles
of fence.

* For specific locations of different strategies see page 13 of the E.A.

Projects included within this alternative will be 15, 17-19, 26-35, 37 and 38.
For specific locations of these projects see Appendix B "Project Descriptions" within the E.A.

2



. ' • •After careful consideration 'of the comments received during the E.A. review period, I have decided
to make the following changes to Alternative IV-LRMP. .

1. Drop project 22 (19 miles of fence creating three pastures and fencing livestock off
highway 44) until the project becomes a priority for Caltrans.

2. The Riparian pasture & late graze prescription will be changed as follows: Riparian
pasture prescription - Allowable use will be 40 percent by dry weight of the identi
fied key species leaving 4-6 inches of stubble height. Utilization on woody riparian
vegetation is set at no more than 30 percent of the current years growth.

3. Reach 9 will have the following changes - The waterhole located in section 32, T32N
R9E will be fenced and used as a water-gap by both the north and south pasture. The
remaining portion of Pine Creek in Reach 9 will be fenced as an exc10sure and not
grazed. This will allow the South Pasture of Lower Pine Creek to be grazed as short
duration as is the rest of the allotments which will fit into the management of the area.

4. Reach 10 is within the North Pasture of Lower Pine Creek allotment. The grazing
strategy for this reach is short duration late grazing. It will be changed to short
duration with late grazing two out of every three years. Late grazing will be considered
anytime after August 10. This will be beneficial to the Greater sandhill crane and will
still be practical as a grazing management scheme to fit in with the other pastures to
be grazed.

5. The grazing strategy of Reach 0 will be changed to "No Grazing by Management" and
Project 31 (fence to exclose reach 0) will be dropped unless it is apparent after two
years that the permittee is incapable of accomplishing the No Grazing by Management
strategy.

6. The access to the drafting site at Leaky Louie's Pond will be used for emergencies only
and will be signed accordingly.

VI. Alternatives and Scope of the Analysis

The alternatives were developed by the Interdisciplinary (ill) Team using the process directed by
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This This process provided a range of choices
for managing resources within the project area. There were five alternatives considered in detail
for this analysis. They are: Alternative I-Platts; Alternative II-CRMP; Alternative III-No Action;
Alternative IV-LRMP; and Alternative V-Corridor.

Alternative I - Platts - The Platts alternative was designed to implement recommendations made
in a report by an outside consultant who was contracted to assess and provide recommendations
on how to restore the stream/riparian habitat of Pine Creek.

Alternative II - CRMP - This alternative was developed by a Coordinated Resource Management
Planning team. The team formed seven Technical Review teams; Splitter, Champs, Harvey, Silver
Lake, Lower Pine Creek, Upper Pine Creek, and North Eagle Lake. Each team developed a CRMP

3



, .•preferred alternative for managing the Pine Creek stream/riparian habitat within their assigned
area. The alternative is very similar to what this team recommended..

Alternative III - No Action - This alternative proposes continuation of the existing grazing man
agement techniques within Pine Creek riparian area. Modifications to the existing management of
the allotments would have to be made to accomplish Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines· and
the riparian/fish prescription..

Alternative IV - LRMP - This alternative was developed after sending the first EA to the public for
comments: The comments were divided favoring Alternative I - Platts or Alternative II - CRMP.
Alternative IV - LRMP was developed with this in mind and recognizing that multiple resource
activities are compatible with the purpose of the LRMP Riparian/Fish prescription.

Alternative V - Corridor - This alternative was designed to restore Pine Creek stream/riparian area
by implementing certain projects and excluding livestock use of the riparian areas of Pine Creek.

VII. Alternatives Not Considered in Detail

Several combinations of the existing al.ternatives were dismissed from detailed consideration because
they did not differ significantly enough to establish different alternatives.

An alternative to eliminate grazing from Pine Creek watershed was dismissed from detailed consid
eration because it would require changes far outside the project area, and the Lassen Forest Plan
presently allows continued grazing.

VIII. Issues and Their Resolution

1. To what extent will the alternatives restore Pine Creek to allow for fish passage during Eagle
Lake trout spawning migrations?

Alternative V-Corridor - would optimize the rate of recovery although Alternative I-Platts,
Alternative II-CRMP, and Alternative IV-LRMP would all move toward restoration of Pine
Creek and allow for fish passage. Only minor improvements would occur with Alternative
III-No Action.

2. How will the alternatives affect the nutrient and sediment loads to Eagle Lake through improved
streambank stability, moving toward desired channel conditions?

This issue was measured using three indicators; length of time for the stream channel to
achieve stable channel conditions, changes in width:depth ratio of the stream and changes in
sinuosity, all of which if improved would decrease nutrient loads and sediment transport to
Eagle Lake.

Nutrient loads and sediment transport would decrease sooner with Alternative V-Cooridor
would decrease with Alternative I-Platts, Alternative II-CRMP, and Alternative IV-Corridor
and would continue at near current levels with Alternative III-No Action.

4



• •Width to Depth ratios and sinuosity would improve best with Alternative V-Corridor and
least to no change with Alternative III-No Action. Narrowing of the channel and increased
sinuosity would occur with Alternative I-Platts, Alternative I1-CRMP and Alternative IV
LRMP but slower with Alternative II-CRMP because more grazing of riparian vegetation
would occur. u

3. How will the alternatives affect the riparian vegetation?

This issue was measured using the percentage of vegetative and litter cover on soils along the
riparian area of Pine Creek, the health and extent of riparian hardwood stands, presence of
overhanging grasses, sedges and hardwoods along streambanks at the main channel, and the
compatibility with habitat occupied by sensitive plants as indicators.

Riparian vegetation and ground cover would increase in sedge and grass-forb riparian types
with Alternative I-Platts, Alternative II-CRMP, Alternative IV-LRMP and Alternative V
Corridor. The change would occur over a shorter period of time with Alternative V-Corridor
and a longer period of time with Alternative II-CRMP. There may be some positive effects
in the future with Alternative III-No Action but at a very slow rate.

Existing riparian hardwoods w~uld grow and spread out with Alternative I-Platts, Alterna
tive II-CRMP, Alternative IV-LRMP, and Alternative V-Corridor although the areas would
be more extensive with Alternative V-Corridor. There would be very little increase in riparian
hardwoods with Alternative III-No Action.

Overhanging streambanks would develop more rapidly and extensively with Alternative V
Corridor although Alternative I-Platts and Alternative IV-LRMP would develop more rapidly
and extensively than Alternative II-CRMP which would develop more rapidly than Alterna
tive III-No Action.

The Mimulus pygmaeus populations within this project area have all been subjected to
grazing for many years and no apparent detrimental effect to the plant has been observed.

4. How will the alternatives affect other wildlife habitat?

Bald Eagles and peregrine falcons (both listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species
Act) are seen hunting in the project area. Greater sandhill crane, American marten and Sierra
Nevada red fox (all Forest Service Region 5 Sensitive species) have been sighted within the
project area and Northern goshawk, California Spotted owl, willow flycatcher, Pacific fisher
and wolverine (all Forest Service Region 5 Sensitive species) have not been sighted within
the project area, but the area offers suitable habitat for the species.

There will be no effect on the endangered species found within the project area.

Currently, there is one bald eagle nesting territory within the project area, therefore only
one pair would be subject to any new or additional disturbances. There is only one proposed
project in the vicinity of this nesting territory, a riparian exclosure fence, so any disturbance
would be mitigated by deferring construction until after the bald eagle nesting period.

5



Peregrine falCO'are tran,ient throngh the project are! no ,uit.hle nesting hahitat ~f
rugged rock cliffs is available in the vicinity.

Alternative V-Corridor creates the greatest amount of riparian exclosure from livestock graz
ing, thereby causing the most rapid recovery rate for the riparian zone which would provide
the most benefits to the species in the short term; longterm benefits are expected to be
similar under all alternative.

5. How will the alternatives affect grazing management within the Pine Creek watershed?

The effect on grazing management is measured as the change in number of Animal Unit
Months (AUM's) and the number of person days required by the permittees to accomplish
the changes in management of the allotments.

Alternative II-CRMP would cause no decrease in numbers of AUM's, AUM's would have
to be adjusted within allotments that have proposed pastures for three years of rest within
Alternative I-Platts and Alternative IV-LRMP. Alternative III-No action would cause the
largest decrease in numbers of AUM's and Alternative V-Corridor would have the second
largest decrease.

The person days required by the permittee to accomplish the changes in management of
the allotments will increase with all alternatives. Alternative V-Corridor will require more
fence maintenance since 53 miles of new fence is proposed, Alternative III-No Action will
require more riding to keep cattle from the riparian areas. Alternative I-Platts, Alternative
II-CRMP and Alternative IV-LRMP will require more riding and fence maintenance but not
as many number of person days as that required by Alternative V-Corridor and Alternative
III-No Action.

IX. Public Involvement

In fall of 1987, affected agencies and individuals were invited to participate in a field trip to discuss
the existing state of Pine Creek. As a result of the follow-up meetings, the interested parties
agreed to work together in a Coordinated Resource Management Planning (CRMP) effort. The
initial CRMP members included representatives of the following agencies and affiliations: U.S.
Forest Service as the lead agency (USFS), California Department of Fish and Game (DCDFG),
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), Lahonton Regional Water Quality Control Board, Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), Eagle Lake Resource Area, University of California Extension Service,
Ducks Unlimited, Eagle Lake Audubon Society, Honey Lake Valley Regional Conservation District,
California trout, major private land owners within the watershed, grazing permittees and interested
individuals.

Public input was gathered through several meetings concerning different aspects of Pine Creek
riparian and the ability for fish passage. The comments were analyzed and to the extent possible,
issues, concerns, and opportunities were addressed in the EA.

An EA was prepared and 100 copies were sent to affected/interested key publics, in July for a 30
day comment period which ended on August 22, 1994. The comments were analyzed and to the

6



• •. extent possible, and two additional alternatives were included to form a new EA. The new EA was
sent to over 100 individuals for comment in February for a another 30 day comment period which
ended on March 31, 1995.

FINDiNG ON NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS

I have determined that my decision to select Alternative IV-LRMP, analyzed in the Pine Creek
Riparian and Fish Passage Improvement Project Environmental Assessment, is not a major federal
action which would significantly affect the quality of the human environment either beneficially or
adversely; therefore an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not needed for this analysis. This
determination is based on the following factors:

Implementation of Alternative IV-LRMP will not produce any significant irretrievable, irreversible
or cumulative effects:

1.) Alternative IV-LRMP is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumu
latively significant impacts.

2.) Public health and safety will not be significantly affected by any of the activities that could
occur under Alternative IV-LRMP.

3.) No adverse effects are expected on historic or cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands,
wetlands, wild and scenic rivers,or ecologically critical areas under Alternative IV-LRMP.

4.) The effects on the quality of the human environment with actions allowed under Alternative
IV-Platts not likely to be highly controversial.

5.) Actions included within Alternative IV-LRMP are not likely to be highly controversial. Con
troversy in this context refers to cases where a substantial dispute exits as to the size, nature or
effect of the major federal action rather than to the existence of opposition to a use.

6.) Actions included within Alternative IV-LRMP do not establish a precedent for future actions
with significant effects or represent a decision in principle about a future consideration.

7.) Actions involved within Alternative IV-LRMP are not related to other actions with individually
insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts.

8.) There will by no adverse affect to districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed in or
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and will not cause loss or destruction
of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources.

9.) A Biological Evaluation (BE) has been written for threatened, endangered, and sensitive species
potentially affected by activities. The BE concluded that selection of Alternative IV-LRMP will

7
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have no effect on threa ened or endangered species and will not result in a trend toward federal
listing for sensitive species.

10.)The selected actions do not threaten to violate Federal, State, local law, or requirements imposed
for the protection of the environment.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OPPORTUNITIES

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 217. Any written notice of appeal of this
decision must be fully consistent with 36 CFR 217.9, "Content of a Notice of Appeal," including the
reasons for appeal must be filed with the Reviewing Officer: Lynn G. Sprague, Regional Forester,
Region 5, USDA Forest Service, 630 Sansome Street, San Francisco, CA 94111, Attn. Appeals.
The notice of appeal must be post marked by August 4, 1995, (within 45 days of the date that this
decision appeared in the Lassen County Times). Appe1ants must submit two copies of the Notice
of Appeal.

For further information contact: Joyce Coakley, Rangeland Management Specialist, (916) 336-5521,
Hat Creek Ranger District, Lassen National Forest, Fall River Mills, CA, 96028.

DATE

.£~/
'?~~-~ /~///.~ ~_v/// / . ~

ROBERT W. ANDREWS ~
District Ranger
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Pine Creek Nutrient Loading to Eagle Lake

The Lassen National Forest conducted a water quality study on Pine Creek
and Papoose Creek in 1987, to determine the initial magnitude and variability of
some water parameters and the potential effects of those streams on the nutrient
balance in Eagle Lake. Sampling was discontinued in subsequent years because of
recurring drought condition and an absence of notable seasonal streamf10ws in Pa
poose Creek. Samples were taken at four locations, shown on Figure 1 (attached).
The California Department of Fish and Game sampled the same stations on Pine
Creek in 1993.

In 1987, after a winter with 79% of normal precipitation following a wet win
ter with normal groundwater recharge, Pine Creek flowed for 50 days. In 1993,
after a winter with good snow accumulation and approximately 150% of normal pre
cipitation, Pine Creek flowed for 98 days. Based on the stream gauge maintained
by the California State Department of Water Resources near the mouth of Pine
Creek, a hydrograph was plotted for each year. The sampling dates were marked
on the hydrographs, and the measured nitrate and phosphorous in each sample
were applied to a proportionate part of the inflow into Eagle Lake. The jpflows and
nutrient loads are snmmarized in Table-1.

Table 1-Estimated Pine Creek nutrient
contributions to Eagle Lake1

1987 1993

Total Pine Creek inflow to
',905 acre-ft. 35.520 acre-ft.

Eagle Lake

Estimated total nitrogen 2
1.6 tons 6.9 tons

loading to Eagle lake

Estimated total phosphorous
1.8 tons 2.' tonsloading to Eagle lake

Estimated total
ortho-phosphate loading to 0.1 tons 0.3 tons

Eagle Lake

1 Based on the laboratory analysis of samples taken by the
Lassen National Forest in water year 1987 and by the
California Department of Fish and Game in 1993.

2 1987 total nitrogen is based on total dissolved N02 and
N03. 1993 total nitrogen is based on N02 + N03 +
Kjeljahl (organic) nitrogen concentrations. -

Some additional inferences may be made from the data and years of informal obser
vations by Forest Service employees, namely:

1. Pine Creek's flows are heavily influenced by current year snowpacks in
the headwaters and on the valley floors. Valley snows melts first, saturating the

Rev. 4/4/95 Page 1
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stream and its near channel zone. On the recession side of the hydrograph (i.e.
when flows are decreasing), flows are sustained by melting of snow from higher ele.
vation, by contributions from the eight mile perennial reach of the creek above
Highway 44, and by drainage of groundwater stored in the near channel banks dur
ing earlier, higher flows.

2. Some of the highest total (dissolved) nitrogen andphosphoroUB concentra
tions were observed early in the rwloff season at the station above Highway «,
where cattle grazing had a mostly minor impact on the channel and where the ri
parian vegetation is least affected by livestock. The highest concentrations mea
sured during the two years' sampling were 1.80 mgIL total nitrogen and 0.59 mgIL
total phosphorous (both at PC4 on 3/10/87), but most results were less than 0.10
mgIL for both nutrients-particularly later in the runoff season. Total organic ni
trogen (K;jeljahl) was generally below limits of detectability, except for some late
season readings on the three downstream stations (PC-I, PC-2, and PC-3) that were
probably due ro floating algae fragments in the samples. At PC-I, Totallijeljahl ni
trogen was 0.50 mg/L on 5/21193 and 0.98 mg/L on 7/2/93. At PC-2, Total Kjeljahl
nitrogen was 0.52 mgIL on 611lJ93 and 0.63 mg/L on 7/2193. At PC-3, Total K;ieljahl
nitrogen was 0.50 mgIL on 5/28193 and 0.71 mg/L on 7/2193. Total nitrJ)gen should

, consist of the sum of total dissolved and Kjeljahl (organic nitrogen)l; the high PC-l
Kjeljahl readings were included in the total nitrogen loading to Eagle Lake shown
in Table 1. These readings were obtained late in the flow season, during longer,
warmer days when algae and instream organic matter was high with diminishing
flows. The late-season organic nitrogen (Kjeljahl) loading represents an increment
of 1.2 tons to Eagle Lake. Their effect was included in the total Nitrogen loading
calculations for 1993, even though those high readings might not be truly indicative
of longer term water quality conditions in Pine Creek. (For example, they could be
more an indicator ofwet year, late season water quality conditions.)

3. Pine Creek's chemistry exhibits a spring flushing of dissolved nutrients at
all stations, but that effect is most notable at the upstream station (PC-4). As men
tioned above, there seems to be a build up of organic nitrogen toward the end of the
flow period, especially in wet years when the flow period extends into July.

4. Phosphorous is thought to be the limiting nutrient in Eagle Lake2, and
phosphorous increases presumably threaten the eutrophic state of the lake and its
trout fishery. Total phosphorous loadings by Pine Creek to Eagle Lake were re.
markably similar in 1987 and 1993, under notably different runoff years, drought
and wet. While the data may be too scanty to support a long term conclusion, anal
ysis of the sampling information and measured flows in 1987 and 1993 resulted in
near-constant phosphorous loading to Eagle Lake. Such a response seems to link
Pine Creek's phosphorous loads with in channel or near channel sources that are

1. Per telephone conversation with Laurie Zander, Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board staff,
9/12/94. ' .

2. Raymond Vail and Assoc., 1979. Eagle lake limnological analysis. Vol. 5, Eagle lake Basin Plan
ning Study. Sacramento, CA: Raymond Vail and Assoc. 45p. (That paper cites articles by Paul E.
Maslin, California State University, Chico, including Maslin, Paul E. and Boles, Gerald L., 1978. Use
of a multiple addition bioassay to determine limiting nutrients in Eagle Lake, California. Hydrobiolo
gia, 58(3), pp261-269.)

Rev. 4/4195 Page 2



•
leached away to Eagle Lake at relatively slow rates. The amount of nutrients en
tering the lake on clay and silt sized sediment particles was not measured, and any
subsequent, additional nutrient loading to the lake from dissolution offof deposited
sediments has not been evaluated.

5. Dissolved phosphorous loadings to Eagle Lake could be reduced by im
proving aquatic and riparian vegetation along Pine Creek, to increase capture of
dissolved nutrients. The management measures most likely to have favorable ef
fects on reducing nutrient loads carried by Pine Creek would be measures to im
prove in-channel and near channel vegetation and to reduce bank erosion and cav
ing and sheet erosion from nearby rangeland in McCoy Flat and Champs Flat val
leys-and (to a much lesser extent) in Pine Creek Valley.
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• •COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

FOREST PLAN

• Comment: We are still confused with on-the-ground interpretations of these stan
dards and guidelines. We believe that "standards" should be clearly noted mandatory
as opposed to "guidelines" which provide preferred direction.

Response: The Lassen National Forest's Land and Resource Management Plan incor
porates Forest wide standards and guidelines; a riparian/fish prescription applicable to
all management activities along Pine Creek and its tributaries' riparian zones (gener
ally 200-250 feet on each side ofthe main channel, but including wetland valley bottom
areas)j and some more specific standards and guidelines for individual management
areas in the Pine Creek watershed. We do not believe that drawing a distinction
between standards and guidelines is particularly useful. Both categories are policy
directions that differ only in degree, and both are mandatory. Ideally standards are be
more quantitative, and guidelines are more subjective, leaving more room for flexible
responses to differing, site-specific situations. EPA and State board tLpproved Best
Management Practices (BMP's) for water quality protection are required for aJlland
management actions on the Forest. The EA (p.2, col. 2, para 3) notes that "The po
tential natural conditions described by Platts for each (valley bottom type) will serve
as the desired condition for the (mapped) reaches (of Pine Creek)." These desired
conditions are the riparian objectives for Pine Creek, within the constraints detailed
in Forest Plan prescriptions, standards, and guidelines and the requirement to apply
BMP's in all activities.

• Comment: The Lassen LRMP mandates: The Pine Creek Riparian Zone be managed
under the Riparian/Fish prescription which would mean that utilization of forage by
livestock would be secondary.

RespoDse:The Riparian/Fish Prescription of the Lassen LRMP states that the man
agement of livestock should enhance or protect riparian areas as needed. This includes
salting placement, modify grazing systems, elimination of livestock, as needed, in order
to protect or correct damage to vegetation or streambanks. The Pine Creek EA has
followed this criteria, including developing new riparian pastures, fence exclosures, and
changes in grazing systems of riparian areas. .



•• •ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS (EA)
:AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA)

• Comment: This EA is the second publicly circulated draft. The Department made
extensive comments on the first draft on August 26, 1994. We appreciate the US Forest
Service (USFS) modifying the EA to reflect some of our comments, however, there are
still several significant areas of concern which the Lassen national Forest has neglected
to address in the EA.

Response: This EA is not a draft, it is a final EA which has been send out fora 30
day comment period. A Decision Notice will be published along with an appendix to
the EA where comments are discussed. The second EA was sent out for review since
two extra alternatives were developed after the first comment period. Many changes
were made to the EA based upon the comments received, although all comments did
not reflect a modification in the EA because they suggested changes that were outside
NEPA regulations.

• Comment: As stated in our previous comment letter the Department believes that
this document will not be acceptable to the State Water Resources Control Board as
a final report pursuant to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Agency
Clean Lakes Grant.

Response: Forest Service believes that this document has met the requirements of
the Environmental Protection Agency Clean Lakes Grant.

• Comment: Page 5, Key indicators: 2.B "Changes in width:depth ratio of the stream
(less than 10 for B channel types and less than 5 for C channel types)." A definition
of Band C channel types would assist the reviewer unfamiliar with these terms. It is
also unclear is the change is to be less than 10 or the final ratio is less than 10.

Response: The final objective for the width:depth ratio of Pine Creek is less than 10
for the B channel types and 5 for the C channel types. The most recent reference for
channel types is: Rosgen, David L., 1994. A classification of natural rivers. Elsievier
Science. Catena 22 (1994): 169-199.

• Comment: A purpose and need does not exist for this environmental assessment if
all of the limiting environmental issues concerning the propagation of the Eagle Lake
trout are not considered. Two man made limiting factors are: 1) the populations of
brook trout in perennial reaches of Pine Creek; 2) the non monitored drafting of water
from Leaky Louie's Pond in Pine Creek.

Response: The purpose and need is derived from the National Forest Management
Act (NFMA) which requires that wildlife habitat be managed to maintain viable pop
ulations of existing native and desired non-native vertebrate species. The issue of the
populations of brook trout is beyond the scope of this EA. This issue will be discussed
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• •in a separate EA. The issue of the non monitored drafting at Leaky Louie's pond will
be addressed in the Decision Memo, which will allow drafting only for emergency use.
This will be signed accordingly. H abuse continues, then access to the drafting site will
be barricaded.

• Comment: This project should be analyzed by an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS).

Response: Through the scoping process, it was determined that an EIS was not
necessary, and was further determined so by a finding of no significant impact (FONSI)
in the environmental assessment (40 CFR, 1508.9).

• Comment: NEPA, NFMA, the Lassen LRMP and numerous other legal acts essen
tially mandate restoration of degraded watershed like Pine Creek.

Response: Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) re
quires analysis of a federal action through an environmental assessment of the impact.
The Pine Creek EA follows such procedures. The Pine Creek EA also incorporates
the Prescriptions and Standards and Guidelines of the Lassen National Forest Land
Resource Management Plan which are in pursuant to the Forest and Rangeland Re
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974 (RPA), as amended by the National Forest
Management Act of 1976 (NFMA), and implements regulations found in the Code of
Federal Regulations (36 CFR 219, issued September 30, 1982).

• Comment: The most recent directives from the USFS Washington mandate full
analysis of a No Grazing Alternative.

Response: Our project area consists of Pine Creek and the riparian areas associated
with the creek. Alternative 5-Corridor (no grazing within the project area) is analyzed
in the EA. This directive, "Evaluation of Term Grazing Permits and the NEPA Pro
cess," which pertains to issuance of term grazing permits for allotments with permits
expiring in 1995. This EA is not covering the issuance of a term grazing permit.

SCIENTIFIC CREDIBILITY OF THE REPORTS

• Comment: The Platts study was undertaken when Stephens Meadow was under
other management, and the apocalyptic claim that the riparian conditions could only
deteriorate was from more of a personal value judgment rather than a long time ac
quaintance with this area.

Response: While time was a limiting factor for field observations of the Pine Creek
drainage, William Platts is a well known and respected fisheries biologist with consid-
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• •erable experience in the interactions of livestock and riparian areas. Existing data and
Forest Service personnel were extensively utilized by Platts during his visit.

• Comment: Concerned that the Platt's alternative was developed by a person who
was only on-the-ground for a minimum of two weeks.

Response: See the response above.

• Comment: Platts and Jensen made some assumption in their studies that were
not supported by data and could be refuted by further research. To say that an
intermittent stream that does carry a tremendous volume of water when it does run,
going through solid rock lava flows for up to several miles at a time, should have "stable
and overhanging banks and 90-100 percent ground cover" take a pretty good stretch
of the imagination.

Response: This observation could be true. While "stable and overhanging banks,
with 90-100 percent ground cover" are possible in perennial reaches, reaches that are
ephemeral and located in lava chutes may never reach such condition.

• Comment: Platts plan is practically ignored.

Response: Alternative I proposes implementation of most the recommendations made
in the Platts and Jensen report. Parts of their recommendations are also listed within
Alternative II, IV, and V.

PROJECT AREA

• Comment: My position is to remove the cattle from the wetlands.

Response: Alternative V-Corridor has analyzed no grazing within the project area.

• Comment: Does the statement "The proposed projects will have no effects on man
agement practices applied outside the riparian zone," imply that no change in the
management of non-riparian habitats will occur, and whether roading and timber har
vest does not increase peak discharge in Pine Creek, and that a Cumulative Watershed
Effects analysis been completed on the Pine Creek watershed, and does the Land Man
agement Plan require a CWE for this project, and is it prudent to risk hundreds of
thousands of dollars in restoration funds if upland management continues to increase
peak discharge.

Response: A Cumulative Watershed Effects analysis was completed for the Pine
Creek watershed in 1992. A copy of this analysis is available upon request. The
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• •CWEconcluded that all subbasins in the Pine Creek watershed are well below their
threshold of concern for land disturbance, with harvest areas producing few notable,
off.;.site erosion or sedimentation problems in the watershed. Additionally, the eWE
is being further updated through the Ecosystem Management program for the Pine
Creek watershed which will include future upland projects.

• Comment: The project is too narrowly focused on partial stream channel recovery.

Response: Pine Creek was studied as a whole system, but when designing a recovery
plan the proposed actions had to be site specific. Reaches that were determined to
be most sensitive received special prescriptions, Le. fence exclosures, while grazing
systems were altered where needed. The reaches located within the fence exclosures
may recover at a faster rate than those utilized by livestock, but by implementing
the Lassen LRMP Standards and Guidelines, these reaches are expected to attain
functioning stream channels.

• Comment: The project must include environmentally sound treatment of non-native
trout species.

Response: This comment is outside the scope of the proposed action.--

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BENEFIT RANKING

• Comment: The environmental benefits rankings are subjective and mostly specula
tive, therefore, should be given little merit.

Response: Forest Service Handbook 2209.11 51, "Identification of Environmental
Impacts" is available to the public, and procedures for developing environmental ben
efits ranking for projects are given in this handbook. The effects of range allotment
projects on environmental quality are characterized by their nonmarket and nonmon
etary nature. Beneficial effects are contributions resulting from the proposed projects
that maintain, restore, or enhance one or more of the environmental characteristics of
the area. Although the rankings are subjective, this is the best we know for speculating
the effects of a proposed project on the environment.

• Comment: Why does alternative V have the highest ranking in terms of environmen
tal quality benefits in appendix E and the second lowest ranking in appendix F?

Response: The environmental quality benefit ranking was calculated for the proposed
grazing strategies and the proposed projects separately. The reason for the lower
rating under the proposed projects category for Alternative V is because fewer projects
were proposed when compared to Alternative IT and IV. Projects proposed for both
alternatives received equal ratings.
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•PROPOSED ACTION

• Comment: The alternative favored as the proposed action is not identified and the
rationale for preferring it is not explained.

Response: The National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requires that the
preferred alternative be identified in Environmental Impact Statements not within
Environmental Assessments. The proposed action is to be identified within the Envi
ronmental Assessments. The Decision Notice will identify the rationale for choosing
one alternatiVe over another one. The Decision Notice is prepared after careful con
sideration of the comments received after the 30 day comment period.

• Comment: The Preferred Alternative is inadequate to meet the project goals.

Response: Comments of the FS specialists have determined that all the alternatives,
excluding "No Action", should provide adequate response to the project goals. Some
alternatives may allow a more rapid response and recovery, but long term results should
be the same for the other alternatives.

• Comment: No grazing is the most environmentally and ecologically sound and most
cost effective management activity, and the only option for realistically meeting project
goals.

Response: The Lassen LRMP goals for desired future condition and forest objectives
prescribe to "provide for long-term rangeland productivity for fisheries, wildlife, soil,
water, timber, and livestock forage values." By implementing the Lassen LRMP Stan
dards and Guidelines, desired ecological conditions could be met, and still allow use of
forest resources, where appropriate.

• Comment: The EQBR is very helpful in terms of a measuring device for riparian
restoration and costs, however, the issue of the'benefit to the Eagle Lake trout in terms
of their natural propagation in Pine Creek is not being addressed.

Response: This is beyond the scope of the EA. The EA covered the analysis of desired
condition of the riparian habitat.

• Comment: It is not clear how the environmental benefit ratings were determined.

Response: The environmental benefit ratings were based on professional judgement
and reviewed by the project interdisciplinary team. The criteria used to make those
judgements are identified within Forest Service Handbook 2209.11,51.
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•
Response: Procedures for deriving the environmental benefit ratings and rankings
are given in Forest Service Handbook 2209.11, 51.1 "Assessing Nonmarket Values".
This material is available for viewing in the Supervisors office of the Lassen National
Forest.

USE OF COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN (CRMP) TEAM
:ALTERNATIVE

• Comment: Alternative 2 - CRMP, should be kept as the preferred alternative. The
parties involved dedicated a great deal of time and resources to develop the alternative.

Response: Development of the LRMP Alternative was derived from cQJIlments of the
first EA in which. opinion was divided between Alternative I-Platts and Alternative 2
CRMP. Recognizing that multiple resource activities are compatible with the purpose
of the LRMP Riparian/Fish prescription, Alternative 4-LRMP was developed.

• Comment: A CRMP operates under guidelines, when something is agreed upon it
is not just a majority vote, it is a complete consensus; everyone is in total agreement.
When the F.S. put the first E.A. on Pine Creek out for public comment it received
negative input on the CRMP alternative. This information was never brought back to
the CRMP group so that they could revise their consensus if needed.

Response: January 17, 1995 letter from U.S. Forest Service Washington Office: "The
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) restricts agencies from receiving consensus
advice and recommendations~nany matter-from a committee or group which includes
non-Federal members unless the group or committee is chartered under FACA or falls
under a FACA exemption."

• Comment: If the alternative plans are to be implemented with EPA 319 grant fund,
which were applied for and will be administered by the Resource Conservation District
for the CRMP group, only the CRMP or LMP alternative can be used.

Response: The purpose of this project was to evaluate the feasibility of various
alternative management strategies in the Pine Creek drainage that can be combined
to achieve stable streambanks and thrifty riparian vegetation to reduce discharge of
sediment and nutrients into Eagle Lake.
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•'-- •Comment: The Board of Supervisors reiterates its strong support for the accom
plishments of the Pine Creek CRMP and urges that you acknowledge these efforts by
selecting the CRMP alternative.

Response: The LRMP has implemen;~(hna.nyof the proposed actions that are within
the CRMP alternative. The alternative has also been modified in response to the
comments received.

EAGLE LAKE TROUT

• Comment: Could not find in this document if, or where, it was determined that the
Eagle Lake trout would be able to propagate, even if the fish were able to reach the
available habitat for natural reproduction.

Response: This issue is outside the scope of the EA.

• Comment: A major shortcoming of the EA is its failure to treat the Eagle Lake trout
as a formally listed species, even though the document notes that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has determined that an ESA petition is warranted and will be making
a decision concerning listing by August 1995.

Response: The Eagle Lake trout is not a formally listed species. The Forest Service
has worked closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in development of the
proposed project.

• Comment: The plan has not addressed problems of the Eagle Lake trout.

Response: The purpose of this EA and the directives of the Forest Service is to
maintain and improve where needed, the wildlife and fisheries habitat located on land
managed by the Forest Service. The actual management of wildlife and fishery species,
in this case the Eagle Lake trout, is the responsibility of the California Department of
Fish and Game.

• Comment: The Eagle Lake trout is a LNF Management Indica.tor Species and a.
candidate for USF&WS listing as an Endangered Species.

Response: The proposed action is following the recommendation of the Lassen
LRMP Wildlife Management Indicator Species prescription for Watedowl and Ripar
ian Species by fencing selected reaches of Pine Creek and making changes in grazing
systems where needed.
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• •• Comment: The project is prema.ture until the issue of USF&;W listing of the trout
is completed.

Response: The Forest Service is working in conjunction with the California Fish &;
Game (CA F&G) and the USF&WS through the environmental assessment process
for Pine Creek. Neither the CA F&G or USF&WS have suggested that this project is
premature.

WATER qUALITY AND NUTRIENT LOADING

• Comment: There needs to be some discussion, either in Section I or Section IV
about the conditions of Eagle Lake including eutrophication, algae blooms, low dis
solve oxygen, fish kills, lake stratification and redissolution of phosphates from bottom
sediments.

Response: The focus for this EA is the consideration of alternatives for improving fish
passage in Pine Creek and for reducing that stream's sediment and nutrient loading to

. Eagle Lake. Nutrient loading is discussed on pages 24-25 of the EA, and the relative
contribution of Pine Creek's nutrients to the lake is mentioned (para. 1, p. 24) as is
the critical role played by phosphorous in the lake's chemistry (p. 24, col 2, last para).
More elaborate discussions about the lake conditions are beyond the scope of this EA.
The original grant application summarized ongoing monitoring and trends in Eagle
Lake, but refining that analysis was not part of the grant agreement.

Additional information about the lake's nutrient situation can be found in Maslin,
Paul, 1972. A preliminary analysis of Eagle Lake water quality. Chico, CA: Dept.
of Biological Sciences, California State University, Chico. Several reports from the
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board staff (mostly relating to point source
nutrient reduction and wastewater disposal problems at Spalding Tract and other sub
divisions on the lakeshore) also describe the threatened eutrophic status of the lake. A
secondary source is Raymond Vail & Assoc., 1979. Eagle Lake Basin Planning Study,
vol. 5, Eagle Lake Limnological Analysis. Sacramento, CA: Raymond Vail & Assoc.
45p. This volume describes nutrient cycling, trophic status and other aspects of the
lake's chemistry. The Forest Service continues to participate in a long term monitoring
program to assess water quality and limnologicaJ. parameters in Eagle Lake, in cooper
ation with the California Department of Water Resources. The future of that program
is uncertain, considering continued reductions in the Forest Service budget for water
resources. The funding agreement was for an analysis of Pine Creek's contributions to
Eagle Lake. Funds were never solicited nor received for an updated analysis of Eagle
Lake conditions or to continue the Eagle Lake water quality monitoring project.

• Comment: Supporting data for nutrient loading summary and for generalized state
ments concerning Pine Creek nutrient dynamics is lacking. Request for law data,
description of collection methods, calculations, and interpretation of data. Apparent
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• •disagreement with Department of Fish and Game about flushing effects. Need for
consideration of sediment loading and for sediment monitoring.

Response: The discussion on pp 24-25 of the EA is based on two years of water
sampling, 1987 and 1993. The Forest Service hydrological report was abbreviated on
pages 24-25, and the table in Appendix D was not correctly footnoted. A complete
copy of the report will be included as Appendix K to this'EA. The data were compiled
on a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, and the method for calculating (dissolved) nutrient
loadings is summarized on p 24, coIl, para 3 of the EA. Total nitrogen loading for
1993 included Kjeljahl nitrogen as part of the total nitrogen figure. However, the high
Kjeljahl readings occurred on May 21 and June 11, 1993 during the late flow period,
and those readings represented only 4% of Pine Creek's 1993 inflow to Eagle Lake.

We acknowledged (p. 25, col. 1, para 1) that nutrients borne on sediment particles
were not measured and that such loading had not been evaluated. We have no staff,
money, or time to initiate such a study or to make it part of a long term monitoring
program. Sediment monitoring at the outlet to Eagle Lake would probably take several
years to detect any positive upstream changes from reduced channel erosion, and even
then it would be difficult to discriminate between natural sediment yields, transport
of sediment released from in-channel storage sites during high flows, and any residual
sediment that could be attributed to land management problems. In 1993, we funded a
shared-cost study of some paleoecological factors in Eagle Lake and in the Pine Creek
watershed. That report has not been received at the Forest. The Desert Research
Institute crew was unable to obtain firm sediment cores from the floor of Eagle Lake
offshore from the Pine Creek outlet. The lakebed sediments are very fine textured
and unconsolidated, and the cooperator believes that they include a large component
of aeolean sands, similar to nearby shoreline sand dunes. Pine Creek's annual flows
are highly variable, and year-ta-year sediment loading variations would mask minor
improvements in channel condition. We believe that it makes more sense to monitor
the sediment source areas (mainly Champs Flat and McCoy Flat) and our direct effects
on them, in terms of improvements in near channel ground cover and in bank stability
and erosion trends.

• Comment: The revised draft did not address any of the comments from our previous
letter relating to hypothesis that there is no nutrient flushing in the spring.

Response: We did not detect a.ny flushing effects in 1987, but DFG 1993 data could
indicate flushing effects at PC-1 and PC-2. The best way to verify whether or not there
is any nutrient flushing in the ea.rly runoff period would be to deliberately sample the
flows several times in the first day or two that Pine Creek flows into Eagle Lake at
station PC-I. The most efficient way to do that would be to set up an automatic
sampler with a stream stage sensor that triggers sampling on the creek's initial rise.
Whether or not we got high measurements the first few days of flow, the overall total
nutrient load to Eagle Lake would not differ greatly from what was inferred in 1987
or 1993, because the first part of the hydrograph is only a small portion of the total
volume of water delivered to the lake over the runoff period.
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• •• Comment: Map shows incorrect sampling station numbers. The EA should ca.l1 the
sampling stations "water quality monitoring stations."

Response: The station numbers for Pine Creek on Figure 1, Appendix D are reversed.
PC-l is the station at the gauging station station/fish trap near the mouth of Pine
Creek at Eagle Lake. The numbering for the Papoose Creek stations is correct.

• Comment: We still do not understand how the LNF calculated nutrient loads. We
are unsure if total Kjeldahl nitrogen loading was included in the amounts shown in
Table 1.

Response: The raw data are summarized on a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, and the
working hydrographs were plotted using Deltagraph Professional. The sampling dates
were used to represent proportional sections of the hydrographs. Copies of the perti
nent spreadsheet sections and the plotting hydrographs are available on request. We
thought it best to include a summary table and conclusions. This EA was not intended
to be a paper on the chemistry of Pine Creek and Eagle Lake. The total nitrogen figure
for 1993 includes the effects of measured Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations as a com
ponent of the total nitrogen load. The summary table footnotes and column headings
are corrected to reflect those in the original hydrologist's report.

• Comment: Apparent omission of Kjelda.hl nitrogen measurements from estimates
and from consideration in the summary conclusions in the EA (pp 24-25).

Response: As previously mentioned, the Kjeldahl nitrogen loadings were included
in the estimates for total nitrogen loadings in 1993. Unfortunately, Kjeldahl nitrogen
measurements were not done in 1987. The high Kjeldahl measurements on 5/21/93
and 6/11/93 represent only 4% of Pine Creek's inflow to Eagle Lake, and nine other
samples were below limits of detectable levels at station PC-l in 1993. The positive
Kjeldahl measurements were converted to nitrogen loading components, but we could
not infer any particular conclusions from their sporadic, late season effects. The Kjel
dahl nitrogen readings were discussed in more detail in the hydrologists report, which
will become Appendix K in the EA. The statement in the EA concerning the high
est total nitrogen and phosphorous are still valid, even considering two high /Kjeldah1
measurements.

'c

• Comment: Disagreement with interpretation of results, especially considering Kjel
dahl measurements, including measurements taken on 1/1/93.

Response: Considering the 1993 data, Pine Creek's chemistry does seem to exhibit
a spring flush of dissolved nitrogen and a possible late season buildup of organic ni
trogen. That is understandable, considering algae growth and the accumulation of
organic debris after dissolved nutrients enter the creek's food chain. We were not fur
nished any water quality information by DFG after 7/2/93, so the existence of 7/1/94
measurements was unexpected. The occurrence of high Kjeldahl readings on 7/1/93 at
stations PC-2 and PC-3 is consistent with the accumulation of organic material during
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•slow, warmer, late season flows in Pine Creek. Pine Creek did not flow into Eagle Lake
after 6/21/93.

• Comment: Unfiltered DFG samples included suspended sediment. Nutrient loadings
are in violation of basin plan objectives for Eagle Lake and Pine Creek. Recommend
tha.t the EA show how these data were used to determine the proposed action for
management of the Pine Creek drainage.

Response: We do not believe that either the Forest Service 1987 data (which were
filtered grab samples from the shoreline) or DFG 1993 data (which were unfiltered
grab samples) represent the full effect of bedload and suspended sediment transport
of nutrients via Pine Creek to Eagle Lake. Normal lab protocols for dissolved nutrient
assessment require filtration of samples. We do not know whether or not that was done
by the DFG laboratory. Kjeldahl nitrogen evaluation does digest unfiltered- residues.
However, to fully assess sediment borne loading, either agency would have to take
depth-integrated samples along a cross-channel transect to accurately assess suspended
sediment effects, and such measurements are difficult during high flows. Also, the
bedload would have to be assessed. We would rather say what we did in the EA, which
is that, "The amount of nutrients entering the lake on clay and silt sized particles was
not measured."

Pine Creek's present nutrient loading is not violating North Lahontan Basin Plan
objectives, which are based on monthly means of measured data for Pine Creek. For the
1993 data at station PC-I sent to us by DFG, one of eleven samples for total nitrogen
exceeded the basin plan objectivej for total Kjeldahl nitrogen, two of eleven samples
exceeded the objectives; none of the eleven total phosphorous measurements exceeded
the obje~tivej none of the dissolved ortho-phosphorous exceeded the objective. The
pattern is similar for the other stations-occasional measurements above the objective,
but monthly means remain well below the objectives.

How we used the measurements from 1987 and 1993 was summarized in the EA (p.
25), where we noted that "The management measures most likely to have favorable
effects on reducing nutrient loads carried by Pine Creek would be measures to improve
in-channel and near channel vegetation and to reduce bank erosion and caving and
sheet erosion from nearby rangeland in McCoy Flat and Champs Flat valleys and
from Pine Creek Valley.";

RIPARIAN HEALTH

• Comment: It is acknowledged in the EA that site potentials are largely unknown.
Therefore, the prospects of achieving the desired conditions is speculative at best and
in many cases may not be attainable.

Response: Site potential is often speculative and is based upon our best knowledge
of these systems and by comparing the sites in question with similar sites elsewhere.
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•DEVELOPMENT OF GRAZING STRATEGIES •
• Comment: The six inch or greater stubble height standard to protect fisheries would

be acceptable only if there are key riparian flora species which can accommodate such
growth at elevations that would provide a growing season for that growth.

Response: The requirement of 6 inches or greater stubble height for riparian vegeta
tion has been changed to a 4-6 inch stubble height.

• Comment: Concern about the riparian pasture description in Reach 8, especially
considering the stubble height of 1", which may exceed the normal growth production
of some of the plants.

Response: The riparian pasture prescription has been changed to a 4-6 inch stubble
height.

• Comment: We are encouraged by your efforts to include the recommendations sug
gested by Mr. Stubbs in your proposed action. We believe that limiting grazing stan
dards to 30 percent herbaceous and 20 percent woody vegetation utilization will allow
for recovery of riparian habitats..

Response: On December 12, 1994 Keven Stubbs of the USFWS, USFS personnel,
and a representative of the CDFG met in Susanville to discuss the proposed project
on Pine Creek. At that time, Keven Stubbs recommended 40 percent herbaceous and
30 percent woody vegetation utilization.

• Comment: The basic premise of 3 pasture rest rotation grazing system is 2 years rest
during the growing season (prior to seed ripe time) after each year of grazing during
the growing season.

Response: Originally rest rotation meant a complete rest for at least one year. It
is now believed that plants receive the same benefits when rested during the growing

season as with a complete years rest. Annual Operating Plans will address these issues
so the decisions can be site specific.

• Comment: Forage utilization is not used as a standard or guideline for rest rotation
grazing. The utilization standard of 40% may jeopardize the integritY of 40 years if
rest rotation.

Response: The 40% utilization standard identified in the definitions sections of this
E.A. refers to the riparian area of Pine Creek.
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• •• Comment: Utilization was not discussed and in my opinion was a major omission
and will lessen our ability to demonstrate the benefits of our original plan of short
duration grazing where the proven ecological tools of herd effect, stock density and
long rest periods (95-99% ofthe year) are secondary to utilization at any given time.

Response: Many units will still be grazed for short durations. Although the utiliza
tion standard will be less than that proposed by some authorities, some of the benefits
will still be deriv~d. It also must be recognized that the literature on short duration
intensive grazing systems are basically dealing with uplands and no~ streambanks as
we are with Pine Creek.

ADDITIONAL OR MODIFIED ALTERNATIVES

• Comment: In Alternative N-LRMP, the proposed grazing strategy for stream reach
9 and 10 (Lower Pine Creek) is alate graze riparian prescription, which lacks sufficient
data to justify the change from a short duration to a riparian prescription, based upon
Platts assumptions.

Response: The Decision Notice documents that Alternative N will be modified in
the following manner:
Reach 9: The waterhole located in section 32, T32N R9E will be fenced and used as a
water-gap by both the north and south pasture. The remaining portion of Pine Creek
in Reach 9 will be fenced as an exclosure and not grazed. This will allow the South
Pasture of Lower Pine Creek to be grazed as short duration same as the rest of the
allotments which will fit into the management of the area.
Reach 10: Reach 10 is within the North Pasture of Lower Pine Creek aJlotment. The
grazing strategy for this reach is short duration late grazing. It will be changed to
short duration with late grazing two out of every three years. Late grazing will be
considered anytime after August 10. This will be beneficial to the greater sandhill
crane and will still be practical as a grazing management scheme to fit in with the
other pastures to be grazed.

• Comment: Reach 9 and 21c each are less than .25 miles of stream yet part of a much
larger pasture. If they are to be managed differently than short duration, fences and
water development must be put in place to allow that.

Response: For reach 9 see the previous response. Reach # 21 has been divided into
three parts 2130, 21b, and 21c. Reaches 2130 and 21c are more susceptible to damage
by livestock, so 2130 will be fenced with 20 and 21c will be fenced with 22 leaving 21b
to be grazed as short duration.

• Comment: I feel that project 22 (fencing along Hwy 44) should be deferred until
Caltrans builds and maintains fencing along State Highway 44 along the full length of
the open range.
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• •Response: Alternative IV-LRMP has been modified (See Decision Notice) to drop
project 22 until the project becomes a priority for Caltrans.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

• Comment: Adverse impacts of the proposed projects (Projects 15, 11, 18) is not
addressed in the report.

Response: The Forest Service anticipates no adverse effects from the proposed
projects that are not mitigated by incorporated measures or by offsetting effects else
where in the chain of improvements up the main channel. The effects of raised tem
peratures and trash fish behind structure 15 are unlikely for several reasons: (1)
Temperature rises would mostly occur after seasonal flows subside and fish are unable
to move up the channel below structure 15 anywaYi (2) The shallow pool upstream
from the structure would be used by wildlife and would serve to improve local meadow
subirrigationi (3) The pool behind structure 15 would consist of slowed water held
behind a two foot high rise in the existing, incised channel for approximately 1/2 mile
upstream (with a maximum surface area under 2acres)j (4) The pool is designed
to fill with sediment, leaving a narrow, meandering channel in the reach immediately
upstream from the structure after several years; (5) The Department of Fish and
Game will not be allowing fish to migrate upstream until brook trout are removed.
from the perennial, "nursery" reaches above Highway 44 and until channel alignment
and culverts are modified near the highway and active Union Pacific railroad gradej
and (4) Any residual, holding pool effects would not be notably different from other
places in Pine Creek where isolated pools hold through the summer in most years, e.g.
in the deeply entrenched reaches below Logan Springs.

• Comment: Project 13, "McKenzie Cow Camp, splitter removal" is only half com
plete. The splitter has been removed but the component to plug the man-made ditch
and allow the creek to flow in natural channels has not yet been accomplished. We
recommend this project be described separately.

Response: This is an error, Project 13 should be the removal of the splitter only.
Project 19 Project Plan and Construction Projects will include plugging the man-made

ditch and allowing the creek to flow in the natural channels.

• Comment: The description for Project 21 is different in the table from the project
described in Appendix B.

Response: This was an error. Project 21 is proposed in Alternative I-Platts only.
The project is to fence a stretch of Pine Creek identified in Appendix B and to exclude
livestock from the area.
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• •• Comment: The EA indicates that the nutrient levels will go down with the CRMP
alternative and stay at the present levels with the LMP alternative.

Response: This is an error. It should read, "Total amount of nutrient loading and
sediment transport would begin to decrease." Only in Alternative 3-No Action, would
the nutrient level remain the same.

• Comment: Greatly disagree with the statement on page 40 that states: "The CRMP
alternative lacks 3 years rest," as it appears to be a subjective comment.

Response: This statement may be misinterpreted. It was intended to present dif
ferences in grazing strategies, between Alternative 2-CRMP and Alternative 4-LRMP,
which is "Rest 3 years, graze 1 of 3 years," in Alternative 4.

• C~mment: On page 41, the analysis of the labor constraints section stated that the
LMP and CRMP alternative requires the same amount of labor. The no grazing by
herding (LMP), if enforced strictly, would almost mean that cowboys would constantly
have to ride that area during the period of which the cattle are grazing near Pine Creek.
And similarly, the LMP 'no grazing by management' strategy provides a nebulous
management situation that will only result in conflict.

Response: Based on the 1994 grazing patterns, "No grazing by management," is
obtainable.

• Comment: The Platts alternative proposes 8.6 miles of ex:closures compared to 4.8
miles under the LRMP alternative.

Response: The no grazing management strategy will result in the same benefits as the
exclosures. When this strategy is added to the LRMP alternative for your comparison,
there will be no grazing on 8.6 miles of Pine Creek within the Platts alternative and
7.55 miles within the LRMP alternative.

• Comment: Alternatives 1 and 5 will jeopardize the Rest Rotation grazing system for
the entire allotment by creating unequal sized pasture units, while alternatives 2 and
4 will have a small effect on pasture sizes. Replacing the water sources eliminated by
the fence Project-4 is an integral and essential part of the project.

Response: Neither Alternative 1 or 5 are being considered for the proposed action.
Project 6 will provide water access affected by Project 4.

• Comment: Goals and objectives for the project appear to be more explicit but the
document still fails to even speculate whether the proposed action or any other alter
native will result in providing viable migration and spawning habitat for the de facto
endangered Eagle Lake trout.
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• •Response: The objectives listed after the key indicators of the Issues on pages 5
& 6 are symptoms of a healthy stream/riparian habitat. Section V - Environmental
Consequences compares the alternatives using the key indicators. We have assumed
that if the components which make up a healthy riparian habitat are improved, the
habitat as a whole will also improve.

MANAGEMENT OF OTHER RESOURCES

• Comment: Past and present effects of timber harvesting and sale improvements and
potential effects from proposed harvesting could impact the proposed improvement
projects and were not considered.

Response: The timber harvesting history in· the Pine Creek watershed and current
proposals for various timber salvage and thinning sales were not included in this EA
because we did not believe that those factors would exert any adverse effects on any
alternatives. Young (1989, p.6) notes some hydrological effects of past timber harvest
ing, mainly railroad turnpikes across the vaJ.ley floors and over Pine Creek in several
locations. Those past activities would not affect the restoration project alternatives,
except where modification of the railroad grades or road crossings is mentioned. The
geography of Pine Creek's watershed includes extensive buffering of upland forest ef
fects by the wide valley bottoms and rocky channel reaches that constitute most of
the main channel riparian zones. Sediment from upland areas seldom reaches Pine
Creek's main channel, and we do not expect any new adverse effects on water quality
or sedimentation from timber harvest areas in any alternative.

• Comment: Prior to determining the purpose and need of this EA, it should be
determined if the Eagle Lake trout can coexist with the non-native brook trout. This
is particularly important, due to the fact that the NFMA requires that both existing
native and non-native vertebrate species are managed equally.

Response: This issue is outside the scope of the EA.

• Comment: The proposed projects will not only have an affect on the management
practices applied outside the riparian zone, but more importantly, the projects outside
the riparian zone will have a tremendous affect on the projects within the riparian

zone, Le. non monitored water drafting.

Response: The scope of this EA covers the Pine Creek riparian corridor. Further
analysis of the Pine Creek watershed will be covered through the Ecosystem Manage
ment and project planning process currently under way.
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MONITORING • •
• Comment: The Monitoring Plan on Appendix C should include water temperature,

water quality and sediment monitoring.

Response: The Forest Service has limited funding for monitoring many Forest activ
ities. We could not comply with this request without reducing or eliminating other
monitoring, e.g. the Eagle Lake water quality monitoring program, the Forest BMP
Evaluation Program, riparian zone monitoring in other watersheds, or other ongoing
monitoring efforts. Temperature, water quality, and sediment production would be
indirect measures of improved riparian vegetation and channel stability. We believe it
makes more sense to directly monitor riparian vegetation and channel conditions.

• Comment: None of the alternatives list a monitoring plan for "percent cover". This
section should describe how this key indicator will be monitored.

Response: Key indicators are measurements used to analyze differences between
alternatives within an analysis. There is nothing to say that each key indicator must be
monitored. A decrease in percent of raw or eroding bank will indicate an improvement
in vegetation.

• Comment: Appendix C still lacks methods for monitoring stream temperatures.
We are especially concerned that the previously proposed nutrient and limnologica1
monitoring of Eagle Lake has been excluded from the EA entirely.

Response: While monitoring stream. temperatures is important for assessing momen
tary effects offish habitat on fish behavior and reproductive success, temperatures are
not very useful for distinguishing effects of changing riparian and stream channel condi
tions in the valley bottom reaches of Pine Creek. Pine Creek's main channel riparian
and channel conditions are somewhat improved over conditions that existed several
d~cades ago, and they are much better than conditions that existed around 1915 after
several decades of intensive cattle and sheep grazing, with well over 20,000 head of
sheep grazing in the Eagle Lake basin in some years. Livestock numbers are now less
than 10% of peak numbers, and numerous miles of fencing and other improvements
have been added to the area. The current, ongoing lake monitoring project started
in the 1969-1971 period. Long term trends are uncertain, because of the wide vari
ability of contributing factors (especially climate and related surface and groundwater
inflow to Eagle Lake). The Forest Service shifted recreation sanitary systems from
vault toilets to a flush toilet/sewer system in the early 1910's, using a meadow effluent
irrigation system over a mile from the lake. By 1981, the Forest Service sewer system
was rebuilt to a zero discharge standard. In spite of those reductions in disturbance
and nutrient loading from National Forest System lands, overall water quality in Eagle
Lake continues to decline, based on subjective assessment of algal bloom frequencies
and/or persistence and accumulation of organic materials on the lakebed.

18



, •
The water quality monitoring station off Spalding tract is in the middle of the bay,
approximately one mile east of the mouth of Pine Creek. Results from that station
indicate generally lower clarity (Secchi disk readings) than those from other stations,
but phosphate readings are not notably different there than at the other eight stations
elsewhere on the lake. Nutrient loading at th~t station could also include some effects
from Spalding Tract septic tank drainage and from seasonal use by large numbers of
waterfowl. In 1993/1994, investigators from the Desert Research Institute gathered
paleoecological information from several locations on Pine Creek and from the bed
of Eagle Lake. Unfortunately, they were unable to extract intact lakebed sediment
cores from the bottom of the bay where Pine Creek enters the lake, because of the
unconsolidated, fluid composition of the silt-clay bottom sediments. We had hoped to
develop objective data about historical and prehistoric sedimentation rates to Eagle
Lake. Their written report of findings is pending.

Monitoring in Eagle Lake does not seem to be useful in tracking management impacts
to the Pine Creek watershed, because the lake stations cannot discriminate between
nutrient sources. The lake sampling gives us only snapshots of the lake's net, mo
mentary water quality conditions, that are affected by point and non-point tributary,
lakeshore, and direct sourcesj by current and previous year's climatesj and by current
biological processes and populations. Pine Creek's actual contribution to Eagle Lake
cannot be assessed without monitoring nutrient loadings in the lower reaches of the
creek before it enters Eagle Lake. As previously mentioned, we would rather focus
scarce monitoring time and funds on the causative factors that National Forest uses
can remedy, namely riparian vegetation and ground cover and (to some extent) channel
stability.

• Comment: The reliance of percentages and stubble height as a panacea for proper
range management is questionable.

Response: Percentage of forage by dry weight and measurement of stubble height
are but two of the methods for monitoring annual use. To monitor trend, permanent
photo points were established. Each reach has at least one photo point, with a total
of 53 photo points along Pine Creek.

• Comment: The monitoring program is inadequate and has no guaranteed funding.

Response: Monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of Forest Plans are re
quired by 36 CFR 219.12(k). The monitoring program was developed by FS specialists
from the various disciplines involved. Funding for adequate monitoring should become

a part of the FS regular budget. Hadequate funding for monitoring is not appropria.ted
by Congress, plans will be made to provide for monitoring within available resources
since this action is required by law.

19



•WORDING, EDITING REFERENCES •
• Comment: As in my comments on the previous draft report this document must

contain a "disclosure" statement such as that found on page 8 of9 of the DFG/SWRCB
agreement.

Response: This has been an error in our part, Let it be known that:

This project has been funded in part by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency using Section 205(j) grant funds under Assistance Agreement S-009567-01-0
to the State Water Resources Control Board and by Agreement No. 1-071-250-0 in
the amount of $96,000.00 to evaluate the feasibility of various alternative management
strategies in the Pine Creek drainage that can be combined to achieve stable stream
banks and thrifty riparian vegetation to reduce discharge of sediment and nutrients
into Eagle Lake. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and
policies of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the State Water Resources
Control Board nor does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute
endorsement or recommendation for use.

• Comment: Request for inclusion or availability supporting materials referenced in
the EA.

Response: The itemized materials are available on request, except that we do not have
copies of the Department of Fish and Game sampling protocols. Information about
the Department of Water R.esources Monitoring results and methods are available from
their Northern District office, 2440 North Main St., Red Bluff, CA 96080 (telephone
916-529-7300).

• Comment: It is not appropriate to include completed projects in a proposed action.

Response: Completed projects are not listed in the alternatives, they are only shown
in the list of "Pine Creek Restoration Projects" on page 15-19. They were included
to show the full scope of all recent and proposed actions. The completed actions are
certainly part of th,e "no action" alternative. Including completed projects in this EA
was a matter of stylistic preference, within the discretionary authority of the Forest
Service in writing this EA.

• Gomment: This section should be more than an obtuse definition of cumulative
effects. Request that information from the 1993 cumulative watershed effects estimate
for the Pine Creek Watershed be added to the discussion.

Response: The discussion on page 41 could be improved. The projects described in
this EA's alternatives are designed to create positive cumulative watershed effects on
Pine Creek and its riparian zone. The hydrologist's 1993 cumulative watershed effects
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.. • •report answered questions concerning potential negative, cu~~ative watershed effects
in the Pine Creek watershed.

The 1/25/93 cumulative watershed effects report is available on request. Pertinent
paragraphs from the cover memo (same date) include:

The results of this analysis supports (the) 1989 contention that the watershed's sub
basins are not disturbed above their threshold of concern,with resultant cascading,
adverse effects from broad (watershed) areas. Timber harvesting (accounts for) less
than 5% of the adverse watershed factors. The problem in the Pine Creek watershed
is where you see most of it-in less than 3% of the area.

Long term, concentrated grazing of the riparian zones caused most of the adverse ef
fects, and continued grazing is slowing watershed recovery (to at least some degree) in
many cases. However, I would hate to see grazing banned outright in Pine Creek's sub
basins, because we would lose one of our few management tools that act on grasslands
and because recovery could be retarded by overresting some of the range.

• Comment: Request revision of the discussion on pp 41, concerning adverse effects
that cannot be avoided.

Response: The first sentence in this section of the EA should be revised to read,
"There will be no unavoidable, adverse environmental effects froni implementing the
proposed actions. All alternatives involve improved control of livestock distribution,
either by fencing or by herding livestock."

• COInInent: Incomplete or Unavailable Informantion, page 41. Need to add a refer
ence to the available nutrient loading information and to explain how that information
was used to select the proposed action. Add the following phrase to the second sen
tence in the EA: "..., including water quality and temperature measurements on Pine
Creek done in 1981 and 1993."

Response: It is not appropriate in this section to discuss how available information
was used in the analysis. This section discusses incomplete or unavailable information
and how the analysis proceeded in spite of those uncertainties.

• Comment: The project includes no meaningful historic analysis of broad native plant
and animal communities and no rehabilitative actions.

Response: Issue is irrelevant to the decision.

• Comment: The project goals are not attainable without new California DFG policy
directives concerning the Eagle Lake Trout Hatchery Program.

Response: This comment is outside the scope of the proposed action.
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•SITE SPECIFICS •
• Comment: Project 24 calls for fencing a.nd developing a. riparian pasture by construc

tion three miles of fence. This project is only considered in Alternative 1. Most of
the other alternatives call for exclosure of that portion of Pine Creek. The EA should
describe how this exclosure will be accomplished.

Response: The exclosure fences are already in place and were categorically excluded
from documentation within an EA therefore the project need not be discussed within
this EA.

• Comment: Structure 15 will have to be removed if it impedes or prevents free passage
of fish in Pine Creek.

Response: The two foot high structure will be of sealed composition, with a three
to one downstream fill angle. It will be shaped to maintain channel integrity, and its
effect should be no different than the many bedrock controls at the outlets of McCoy
Flat, Champs Flat, and Pine Creek Valley. H the structure prevents fish passage and
that obstructing effect cannot be remedied by modification of the structure, it will be
removed. --

• Comment: Omission of discussion concerning potential temperature effects of struc
ture 15.

Response: We do not believe there will be adverse temperature effects from structure
15 during the main fish passage period. Some temperature increases are likely at the
end of the flow period and during the time a remnant, stagnant pool lingers above the
structure. (See the response to item 12C, para 1 for more detailed information.) Most
of the pool volume will be filled with sediment from upstream bank washing, and the
raised water table will foster the growth of improved riparian vegetation. Project 15
has the long term potential to lower stream temperatures from the effects of improved
riparian shading and channel narrowing above the structure. Temperature logging at
that site would have to be correlated to streamflow quantity and fish migration activity
to verify an adverse effect. The Forest Service would agree to remove the structure in
the unlikely event that it creates long term, adverse effects.

• Comment: Noted presence of trespass cattle in the Project #1 area and wanted to
know if their impact had been evaluated.

Response: Project #1 area is within reach # 5 where some type of grazing is proposed
in every alternative except Alternative I.

• Comment: Wanted the status of project 6 clarified, since it was shown as "com
pleted" in the project table but "in progress" in the detailed Appendix B narrative.
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Response: The project is complete. It has been reduced to one well and trough, with
a fencing setup to allow use from either of the nearby allotments, depending on which
cattle are in the area.

• Comment: In the Champs Flat area; the CRMP alternative is superior to the LMP
alternative because it uses intensive grazing that works with timing of grazing and not
number of years.

Response: It is our determination that grazing 1 of 3 years with 40 percent utilization
by dry weight, best fits the condition of the stream channel in this reach.

• Comment: The Service (USFWS) approves of most of the projects proposed under
each alternative, however, a priority system should be developed for completion of
these projects in a timely manner.

Response: A priority system is not discussed within this document, although due to
the different avenues of funding and the need to accomplish one project to proceed with
another there has been a logical manner in which we have been prepar~4 to proceed.

-
• Comment: I want to make it clear that reaches 17 & 18 have already been rested 2

years (93 & 94) and will be rested again in 95 and grazed in 96. Reach 16 was rested
in 94 and will be rested in 95 & 96 and grazed in 97.

Response: It is recognized that this planning process, has taken several years and
that implementation of the 3 years rest has already started.

• Comment: There is no evidence presented that would indicate the stream channel
or riparian habitat of Pine Creek is deteriorated or significantly different today than it
was earlier in this century when it was functioning as a successful spawning tributary
to Eagle Lake.

Response: There is wide spread agreement that there is significant room for improve
ment to riparian conditions and the elimination of fish barriers on Pine Creek.

• Comment: Questions that reaches 11 and 13 are worst condition, and that instead,
they are near their best potential.

Response: Reaches 11 and 13 were not broken down separately in the Platts and
Jensen report. Much of Reach il contains a healthy aspen stand that is made in
accessible by a lava flow which Pine Creek flows through. Reach 13 is similar in
g~omorphology,but the aspen component is missing.
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• Comment: The undesirable stream characteristics of reaches 12 and 14 are directly

attributable to railroad logging, road building, culverts, and drainage ditches; as well
as reach 14 historically be very dynamic in stream course movement.

Response: While it is true that activities other than livestock grazing contribute to
the degrading condition of the stream course, and by not addressing those concerns lit
tle improvement may occur, these activities were analyzed to minimize further impact
and these reaches were exclosed to improve conditions.

• Comment: It's probable that due to the nature of the high spring flows in Pine Creek
and the fine textured soil types in the valley bottoms, that "desired condition" for the
alluvial/not graded valley bottom type is unattainable.

Response: This is possible.

• Comment: Projects 31 and 32 are necessary so cattle will have alternative water
sources other than the valley bottoms.

Response: These projects are part of the CRMP and LRMP alterna.tives but not in
the others.

• Comment: Project 32 is located in Harvey Valley Allotment, not Champs Flat Al
lotment.

Response: This was an error on our part and will be corrected.

• Comment: CRMP alternative with short duration grazing on Silver Lake Allotment,
using no exclosure, is the alternative which best suits all involved and affected in this
watershed.

Response: Short duration grazing was determined to cause too much mechanical
damage to the perennial reaches of Pine Creek.

• Comment: In Reach 0, Alternative 2, the "Exclosure No Graze" was not recom
mended by the CRMP. There is no need for fencing in this area as livestock do not
care to water in this location. The snow belt precludes our ability to effectively or
financially maintain a fence which is one more responsibility this ranch cannot afford.

Response: Exclosure fencing will not be necessary if the objective can be met with
herding management. H livestock use continues in this reach, then the exclosure fence
would need to be put in place.
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• I! ...... • •• Comment: In Reach 2, the "No Grazing by Management," could leave the Forest
Service liable for cattle which cross Highway 44 looking for water.

Response: The Silver Lake Allotment, presently undergoing analysis in a separate
EA for the term permitting process, will provide an a.llotment management plan to
address this issue.

• Comment: For Project #20, there is no sensible reason to do this and there is no
funding for maintenance.

Response: This would not occur under the proposed action.

• Comment: For Projects #37-38, they are not necessary and too difficult to maintain.

Response: Project 37 will occur if deemed necessary depending upon livestock use
of the areas in question. Project 38 will be maintained by the Forest Service.

• Comment: No EA for the structure built in Leaky Louie's Pond, a.llowing continued
use of pond for water drafting.

Response: The improvement of the watering site at Leaky Louie's Pond was a
Knutson-Vandenberg (KV) project covered under the Cone Butte Timber Sale En
vironmental Assessment.

• Comment: Adverse affects that cannot be avoided. Some of the proposed fencing in
the high snow level at the higher altitude will require too much additional labor and
material for maintenance.

Response: Any fencing projects included in the proposed action located in areas with
heavy snow fa.ll will consist of let-down fence.
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Lahontan Region

Winston H. Hickox
Secretary for
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Protection

Internet Address: bttp:l/www.mscomm.coml-rwqcb6
250I Lake Tahoe Boulevard. South Lake Tahoe. California 96150

Phone (530) 542-5400 • FAX (530) 544-2271

May 2, 2000

Alexis Strauss,
Mail Code WTR-l
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco CA 94105

Dear Ms. Strauss:

COMPLETION OF LAHONTAN REGIONAL BOARD'S APRIL 2000 TMDL WORK
PRODUCTS

As agreed in our earlier discussion, Lahontan Regional Board staff have completed two sets of
April 2000 "deliverables" funded by FY 1999-2000 federal Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDL) funds. Both of these work products involve development of justification for removal of
water bodies from the Section 303(d) list rather than actual TMDLs. Copies of both deliverables
have been provided to Janet Whitlock of your staff. The deliverables are:

1. A technical staff report summarizing information on fish habitat restoration in the Pine Creek
watershed in Lassen County, and

2. Public draft Basin Plan amendments which would remove the potential Municipal and
Domestic Supply beneficial use designation from nine saline or geothermal water bodies, and
supporting documents. The draft amendments have been noticed and circulated for a public
review period extending from April 26 to June 12, and the Regional Board will consider
adopting them at its July 12-13,2000 meeting.

We also expect to complete and circulate public draft Basin Plan amendments for the Indian
Creek Reservoir and Heavenly Valley Creek TMDLs and TMDL implementation plans by June
30, 2000. The public drafts will be submitted to USEPA staff as "technical TMDL" deliverables.
Please contact me at (530) 542-5412 if you have any further questions regarding our FY 1999
2000 TMDL commitments.

~eJ--
HAROLD J~iNGER
EXECUTNE OFFICER

cc: Stefan Lorenzato, Division of Water Quality, SWRCB
Janet Whitlock, USEPA Region IX, c/o Division of Water Quality, SWRCB
David Smith, USEPA Region IX

JEUlshT:aprilcomm..
[Basin Plan, 2000 Amendments; TMDLs- Delisting 9 waters;
TMDLs- Pine Creek; TMDLs- Indian Creek Reservoir;
nd TMDLs -Heavenly Valley Creek]

California Environmental Protection Agency

o Recycled Paper

Gray Davis
Governor
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document will provide background and supporting evidence to recommend removing Pine Creek from the 303(d)
list. Central to the question of water quality impairment is the Eagle Lake Trout (ELT). ELT is a unique subspecies of
rainbow trout (Oncohrynchus mykiss aquilarium) native to the Eagle Lake watershed in Lassen County. Pine Creek,
the largest tributary of the lake, was historically the main spawning stream for ELT. Recently, the trout has attracted
the attention of government agencies, fisheries biologists and the public, as the results of approximately one hundred
and fifty years of human impact upon the watershed which have left the fish with reduced habitat and no access to their
natural spawning area.

The spawning habitat has been adversely affected by human activities including: logging operations and associated road
network; livestock grazing; and stream channelization. These problems led to alterations in habitat suitability indices
(HSI). The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the following parameters as vital to the life cycle
of a self sustaining population of fish: temperature, turbidity, velocity, depth, cover, pool/riffle ratio, riparian
vegetation, bank stability and siltation (EPA Water Quality Standards Handbook: Second Edition 1994). As of 1997,
the fish did not spawn naturally; they were collected in a trap at the Pine Creek estuary and spawned out in hatcheries.
This artificial propagation has occurred for almost fifty years, but has allowed large numbers of trout to be stocked each
year. It is expected that, following recent completion of a project to restore access to spawning areas, the ELT will be
able to spawn naturally. Additionally, numerous projects have been implemented to reduce sedimentation to Pine Creek
from land use activities. In the spring of2000, 50 ELT were tagged with radio transmitters to verify and monitor access
to spawning grounds. Another 40 will be tagged in the spring of2001.

It was these habitat problems that led to the listing of Pine Creek as a "water quality limited segment" under Section
303(d) of the Clean Water Act. For listed water bodies, the State of California must either develop Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDLs) or provide evidence that control actions are in place to justify delisting. The Lahontan Region
Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) has collected evidence which supports delisting, rather than development of
a TMDL.

\
There are three agencies which hold the primary responsibility and authority for the land use and resource management
of the Eagle Lake Basin: US Forest Service - Eagle Lake Ranger District (USFS), California Department ofFish and
Game (CDFG) and US Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The land holdings are split as follows:

Agency
USFS
BLM
Private and County Jurisdiction

Acres
40,280
29,140
57,375

In 1987, the Eagle Lake Ranger District assessed the Pine Creek Watershed and requested additional input from other
agencies and individuals. A Coordinated Resource Management Planning Group was formed with representatives
from: USFS, CDFG, National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), LRWQCB, BLM, University of Califomi a
Cooperative Extension Service, Ducks Unlimited, Eagle Lake Audubon Society, Honey Lake Valley Resource
Conservation District, California Trout, private landowners, and grazing permittees with allotments along Pine Creek.

Since 1991, the Pine Creek Coordinated Resource Management Planning Group (CRMP) has been working to create
and implement restoration programs for the Pine Creek watershed. Some Technical Review Teams (TRT) have been

created to focus on specific areas.

In 1994, two petitions were presented to the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to list ELT as a threatened or
endangered species on the grounds that it did not have a self-sustaining population. The National Forest Management
Act of 1976 requires that "fish and wildlife habitat be managed to where it would sustain a viable population of existing
native and non-native vertebrate species" (Miller and Flores, 1998, pg. 4). In order to be officially listed, it had to meet
certain criteria according to the Endangered Species Act. The following fmdings had to be made: ELT habitat had
experienced modification; this modification contributed to species decline; disease is a concern because the species is
maintained through hatchery operation; concern that existing regulations are inadequate; and/or there are other
manmade/natural factors impeding a natural habitat.
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The USFWS decided that the petition presented insufficient information regarding fish numbers and did not address
recovery efforts being undertaken by the CRMP group. Because numerous goals had been accomplished on habitat
restoration, the trout was not found to warrant listing but "will remain a species ofconcern to the Service." (USFWS
News Release, 1995).

This report summarizes the information about the Pine Creek habitat problems and the work of the CRMP group. It was
prepared initially to support delisting Pine Creek in the 1999-2000 review cycle for the LRWQCB"s Section 303(d) list.
The report has been updated in light of the review cycle delay, and will be submitted to EPA in lieu of the Pine Creek
TMDL commitment.

2. WATERSHED CONDITIONS

2a. LAND USES

This section reports on habitat alterations that have taken place within the Pine Creek watershed, in order to
provide insight into the needs of the ELT's historical spawning habitat. The circumstances which
contributed to the decline of the resource are a combination of: logging practices and associated impacts,
livestock grazing, stream channelization, road/railroad grades construction, over-fishing, stocking of exotic
species and barriers to fish that do not provide access to spawning habitat. In addition, it is suspected that
current climatic conditions have not favored perennial flow of the river (Platts and Jensen 1991 summary
pg. i). The alterations in natural habitat conditions broughtabout near extinction of the ELT in the 1950s.
In 1949, the CDFG created a fish trap at the mouth of Pine Creek. The structure was rebuilt in 1956 and
remains in use today, operating with the Crystal Lake, Mt. Shasta and Darrah Springs hatcheries. Each
year, numerous hatchery-raised trout are stocked into the lake. In 1999, a critical migration barrier was
removed, allowing ELT to pass under Highway 44.

Grazing
Grazing has mainly impacted the valley floors along the main channel and tributary streams, causing an
overall effect of: vegetation loss, accelerated erosion, increased drainage and possible shortening of the
flow period. The depleted riparian vegetation along stream banks has added to bank erosion and widening
of stream channels. As channels enlarged, both stream flow and sediment levels increase. Rangeland
erosion has been suspected to be a source of nutrient and sediment loading of Pine Creek into the lake.
Through the efforts of the CRMP group, grazing has been limited. Presently, a set number of cattle are
permitted to graze specific areas, alternate watering sources have been developed, and riparian zone
exclusionary fencing has been constructed.

Timber Harvesting
The main effect of timber harvesting is the creation of roads and railroad grades that occupy the valleys.
Since the establishment of the Lassen National Forest in 1905, timber has been harvested from the Pine
Creek Watershed. In the 1930s and 1940s, large scale logging operations occurred using a network of
railroad grades running in and around the valley bottoms. Ditches were created along the rail line to both
drain the roadbed and obtain fill for the grade, changing the natural hydrology of the area. In the case of
Little Harvey Valley, the outlet was dropped "by six to eight feet...to facilitate railroad logging and
construction" (Young 1989 pg. 5). The existing network of dirt roads has historically drawn upon Pine
Creek for water during the summer for dust control. Because of the CRMP group, wells have been created

for this purpose.

Roads and Railroads
By the 1920s, digging and filling for grades for various modes of transportation was further affecting the
area. "Railroad lines were 'tum-piked' across the valley bottoms, using drag lines and buckets to scoop dirt
from one side of the line to build the raised railroad grades ... When the rail lines either crossed or
paralleled Pine Creek or its tributaries in the watershed's major valleys, their hydrologic effect was to lead
runoff downstream, to drain the valleys, and to lower local water tables" (ibid.). State Highway 44 and
two railroad grades were built directly through the largest meadow in the 1940s. In all likelihood, gravel
used to create the fill for the state highway was also taken from a borrow pit from the immediate area
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(interview with Larry Moore of Cal Trans 5/1/98). Other railroad grades were created in Little Harvey
Valley, Chaps Flat, and McCoy Flat. .

All the old railroad grades and borrow pits are no longer utilized, except for the railroad line that crosses
the upper end of Pine Creek Valley, just east of Highway 44. In the mid-1970's, Western Pacific Railroad
replaced several trestle sections with fill and culverts which has altered flood flows. State Highway 44 has
also created a major barrier to fish passage, preventing access to historical spawning grounds.
Channelization created two "superditches" alongside the railroad and the highway in order to divert water
to the culverts. A superditch refers to a straight run of river designed to maintain super critical flow
(straight, smooth, and constant slope). The diversion channel has since incised and is contributing to
extensive deterioration of stream and riparian habitat. It is also a major barrier to fish passage, providing
no access to historical spawning grounds.

The Fishing Industry
Historically, the ELT has been a valuable fish. In the 1870s and 1880s, massive quantities of ELT were
caught on their spring spawning run, and up to 600 pounds at a time were taken by wagon to be sold in
Susanville (Miller and Flores 1998, pg. 1). The trout is still caught today and is currently becoming a
world famous trophy fish, especially prized for its rapid growth and size. Each year, approximately
160,000 Eagle Lake Trout are stocked into the lake from various hatcheries (CDFG records). In recent
years, eggs have been successfully spawned across the United States and around the world. Opening
weekend of fishing season - Saturday, May 23, 1998 - was reported to be "one of the best in memory" as
there were numerous sizable fish (Lassen County Times 1998). The local economy is provided with an
estimated 10 million-dollar annual fishery income (Miller and Flores 1998, pg. 3 and USFS EA pg. 25).

In addition to the ELT, Brook trout is another sport fish. It is unable to survive in the highly alkaline
waters of Eagle Lake, but lives in perennial reaches (historical spawning grounds) of Pine Creek. When
ELT begin their spring spawning runs, Brook trout are already several inches in size, having spawned in
autumn. These fish compete with ELT for resources and space in the spawning habitat.

2b. HYDROLOGIC INVENTORY

The principal tributary stream to Eagle Lake is Pine Creek, which flows into Delta Bay near Half
Moon Beach and Sandy Beach on the nOlthwestern side of the lake. The creek drains approximately
half of the entire watershed, contributing 75%-85% of the water flow. Several other short,
intennittent streams flow into the lake, the largest of which are Merrill Creek and Papoose Creek on
the southern end. Most small tributaries are ephemeral, small stream channels in Harvey Valley,
Burgess Meadow and Shoestring Draw end in Harvey Valley and do not contribute significantly to
Pine Creek. The surface flow contribution to Pine Creek originates from an area much smaller than
the topographic basin. Estimates of the size of the topographic watershed vary: 228 square miles
(Raymond Vail and Associates (RVA), 1979, vol. 4, pg. 5 and Young 1989 pg. 1) and 222.1 square
miles (Platts and Jensen 1991, pg. 4). This report will use an average of225 square miles.

Pine Creek encompasses an elevation difference of3,147 feet, beginning at Triangle Lake in the
Caribou wilderness of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. From here it flows to Eagle Lake. Estimates
vary on the distance: 39.6 miles (platts and Jensen 1991, pg. 4) and 43 miles (USFS Environmental
Assessment (EA) 1995 pg. 20). The area of trout habitat specifically being dealt with is the lower
31.35 miles starting at elevation 6,400 feet and ending at Eagle Lake, approximately 5,100 feet (ibid.
pg.7).

The river flows intermittently through the watershed to terminate in Eagle Lake, flowing most
consistently from March to Mid-June. Records indicate a flow average of 120 days per year, though it
has ranged from 0 to 242 (Platts and Jensen 1991 pg. 13). Ten to twenty percent of the stream is
perennial; portions upstream of State Highway 44 and near the headwaters. Downstream reaches of
Pine Creek are intermittent flowing from March to June, mostly as result of snow pack run-otT. In
summer, the channel dwindles into sep<:lrated, isolated pool. There is morphological evidence which
supports that Pine Creek has flowed perennially in the past (ibid. summary pg. i), though it is unlikely
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that this has happened in recorded time of the area. Extensive wetlands may have covered portions of
the current sagebrush meadow valley bottoms in the Harvey Valley, Little Harvey Valley, Champs
Flat and McCoy Flat al1otments.

The United States Geologic Survey (USGS) has stream flow data available for two stations on Pine
Creek. Station 10359250, functioning from 1951 to 1978, was about 1.5 miles north of the Bogard
Campground and Highway 44. It measured perennial flow from the drainage of the upper 24.8 square
miles of the watershed. Average flow was measured at 7 cubic feet per second (cfs.) (ibid. pg. 13).
The USGS calculated flood frequencies for Pine Creek near Bogard are: 80 cfs. for 2 year, 185 cfs. for
10 year and 220cfs for 100 year (Jones & Stokes Associates (JSA) 1992 section 2 pg. 4). Station
10359300 was near the CDFG fish trap, about one mile upstream from the mouth of Pine Creek at
Eagle Lake. This has measured the flow of the drainage of the entire 226 square mile watershed from
1961 to 1982. Because this is an intermittent portion of the creek, gauged flow ranged from 0 to 150
cfs. (Platts and Jensen 1991 pg. 13). The USGS determined flood frequencies at this station are: 400

'\
cfs. for 2 year, 1200 cfs. for 10 year and 1650cfs for 100 year (JSA 1992, section 2 pg. 4).

In 1992, Jones & Stokes Associates Inc. was contracted to prepare a hydrologic report evaluating
threats to fish passage. The reach area was entirely in the Pine Creek Valley, extending from
approximately one mile north of Bogard Campground (near USGS gauging station 10359250) to one
mile south of two abandoned railroad grades. The following structures were evaluated with respect to
fish passage: Splitter structure; USFS road; State Highway 44 (including north, soutb, middle
culverts, ditch #1 and ditch #2); Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossing; Railroad Grade #1; County
Road 105; Camp Ten crossing and Railroad grades numbers 2a and 2b.

Little is known about ELT behavior in its natural environment. The JSA report "determined that use of the
fish passage criteria developed for Steelhead trout would provide the most accurate assessment offish

passage on Pine Creek" (JSA 1992, section 3 pg. 2)'. Based on research of infonnation in other scientific
studies JSA used the following parameters for evaluating fish passage: overall flow measurements,
minimum depth at 0.6 feet and Alaskan Curve for swimming capability with respect to flow velocity.
Though many conclusions were made, the most important recommendations were: removal of the splitter
structure and re-structuring of ditches #2 and # I. Detailed information can be found in JSA 1992 report:
"Fish Passage Criteria" section 3, pgs. 2-4 and "Hydrologic and Fisheries Restoration section 7, pgs. 1-7.

2c. PHYSICAL INVENTORY

This section explains some general physical characteristics of Pine Creek in order to establish the existing
and desired habitat parameters. The referenced work serves as a reference for evaluating improvements
done by the CRMP group. The following parameters are considered: velocity, depth, cover, pooIJriffle
ratio, riparian vegetation, bank stability and siltation. Some of these parameters have been frequently
surveyed in other reports; this document will reference information from different sources. There will be a
primary focus on the USFS 1995 EA.

Additional morphology has been done by students from the University of California at Chico and Davis,
under the direction of Dr. Peter B. Moyle Research has primarily focused on fish populations in Pine
Creek, but reports include habitat parameter measurements from 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1994 (see references
or biological inventory for further information).

in 1990 a USFS survey was conducted along the lower portion of Pine Creek, beginning at 31.5 miles from
Eagle Lake and ending at the mouth. The goal was to inventory the area according to USFS Region 5
Fisheries Habitat Assessment methodology. This following infonnation, adapted from the USFS 1995 EA,
represents an overall survey of Pine Creek: Pool:riftle:flatwater ratio - 20: 15:65, Average pool frequency:
118 feet, Dominant pool type: lateral scour, log formed, Average stream shade: 19% -69 %, (overaIl49%)
Stream substrate composition average: 1I % boulders, 26 % cobble, 42 % gravels, 13 % sand and 8 %
fmes.
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Specifically, five valley bottoms conditions are described in Platts 1991. Three of these are re-described in
the 1995 USFS EA, using 24 smaller reaches to better describe the area. Also, Platts's description of an
ideal valley bottom was utilized as the desired valley bottom for Pine Creek. The three main valley bottom
types are: fluvialN-shaped, alluvial/graded, and alluviaVnon-graded. Each will be discussed. The
following information is adapted from the Platts 1991 and Forest Service 1995.

"Fluvial N-Shaped"
Reaches 2-4, II, 13, 15, 21b and 24
This valley type is found in the downstream half of Silver Lake, approximately half of Harvey Valley, and
almost all of the downstream portion of North Eagle Lake.
The following describes the desired condition. "Streambanks should be stable and overhanging. Levees
and floodplains should extend across the valley-bottom. Soils may vary, ranging from bouldery loam to
gravelly loam with dark colored surface horizons. High quality pools should be common and associated
with boulder drops or fallen aspen and pine. Willows with sedge and/or mesic grass understory should be
common along the stream channels. Aspen communities associated with conifers, including lodgepole pine,
and mesic grass understory should be common on higher and drier positions along the flanks of the valley
bottom..." (USFS EA 1995 pg. 21).

The following describes the existing condition: "Platts has described three condition states of Pine Creek
Channel: eroded banks, over-broadened, and blown-out, with the latter considered most deteriorated.
Nearly 60 percent of this [valley bottom] is in the "blown-out" stage where the stream channel is
characterized as an over-broadened "dished-out" channel resulting from the elimination ofoverhanging
vegetation and banks. Conditions are stich that unstable sediments are eroded and washed out of the valley
bottom during high flow periods. Stream flows are ephemeral and riparian vegetation is absent" (ibid.).

"Alluvial/Graded"
Reaches 7-9
This valley bottom type is found mostly in the upper and lower Pine Creek Valley, the historical spawning
area for the ELT. This allotment has experienced much human impact and there are many barriers to fish
passage.

Because no examples of the natural state exist, Platts' hypothesis is utilized as the desired condition, which
is described as follows: "Drainage will follow shallow swales filled with marsh and wet meadow vegetation
that release water slowly throughout the year. Wet meadow and marsh vegetation should probably make up
a significant portion of the valley-bottom. The wetland vegetation should enhance on-site water storage,
and impede snowmelt runoff and serve to extend the flow period. Mesic grass meadows should occur on
the slightly higher and drier positions. (ibid. pg. 22).

The following describes the existing condition: "Platts described three condition states; natural, eroded
channel, and dished-out, with the latter in the most deteriorated state. In this [valley bottom] 95 percent of
the main stem is in the worst condition as described in the following. On-site water storage and retention of
snowmelt have been reduced in these areas due to the elimination of wet meadow and marsh vegetation.
Sagebrush has encroached into grassy meadows. Channels are "dished-out" with little vegetative cover and
water retention capacity, which further accelerates snowmelt runoff' (ibid.).

In 1992 JSA made a study of the Pine Creek Valley with regards to man-made barriers to fish

passage. Asinuosity of 1.5 is the used division value between meandering and straight channels. The
sinuosity value of a channel is defined by the ratio between the thalweg length and down-valley
distance.

"Alluvial\ Non-graded"
Reaches 1,5-6, 12,14,16-20, 21a, 21c, and 22
This valley-bottom type is found in the upstream portion of Silver Lake, the extreme upper part of Pine
Creek Valley, approximately half of Harvey Valley, all of Champs Flat, and the upstream portion of North
Eagle Lake.
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Because no examples ofthe natural state exist, Platts hypothesis is utilized as the desired condition, which
is described as follows: "Gleyed soil horizons, formed under pennanently saturated conditions, were
observed within a foot of the surface along stream banks in Champs Flat and McCoy Flat. This indicates
that stream channels were once graded, probably with wet meadow and marsh vegetation adjacent to the
stream channel. Alluvial aquifers may have extended across most of the bottoms. Wet meadow and marsh
vegetation probably made up a significant portion of the valley bottom. Wetland vegetation enhanced
on-site water storage, impeded snowmelt runoff and served to extend the flow period. Mesic grass
meadows probably occurred on slightly higher and drier positions" (ibid. pg. 23).

The existing condition is as follows: "Three condition states have been described; eroded banks, incised,
and blown-out. Nearly 80 percent of the channel in this [valley bottom] is severely degraded or blown out
characterized by the following. On-site water storage and retention of snowmelt have been reduced due to
the reduction ofwet meadows and marsh vegetation. Increased erosive potential and accelerated runoff has
caused channel incision. Channels are broadened due to failure of dry stream banks." (ibid.).

3. BENEFICIAL USES

The following explains the beneficial uses and potential uses for "Perennial Stream" Pine Creek in the
637.31 HU No. "Antelope Mountain Hydrologic Subarea."

Municipal and Domestic Supply
Currently, Pine Creek is not utilized as a source of water for domestic purposes and it is not likely that it
will be drawn upon, though this remains a possibility.

Agricultural Supply
Grazing is the predominant agricultural practice in Pine Creek, and has drawn on the creek for stock
watering. Support of vegetation for range grazing is also considered. Overall impacts of livestock grazing
are controversial and cited references reflect different viewpoints. Various reports referenced conclude that
Pine Creek suffers from various problems, including livestock grazing. Grazing impacts on trout habitat,
according to USFS 1995 EA, are described under physical inventory.

"Livestock grazing is the most important agricultural use in the Eagle Lake Basin and Planning Area."
(Lassen County Plan 1982). The areas most heavily used for livestock grazing (including Pine Creek) are
owned and/or managed by the USFS, BLM, private timber companies and private cattle ranches. Range
management practices have been amended to support optimum levels of livestock grazing and improve the
quality and extent of the ELT habitat.

"The quantity of nitrogen and phosphorus from the metabolic wastes of this number of animals is
undoubtedly large. It is unlikely, however, that any appreciable amount of nitrogen or phosphorus that is
deposited on the land reaches surface streams, ground water or the lake itself. ..the nutrients that enter the
soil are probably taken up very rapidly by range vegetation... (LRWQCB, 1981)

Ground Water Recharge
Pine Creek contributes to the groundwater supply and replenishment within the Eagle Lake watershed.
Estimates of groundwater inflow range from 23 percent to 53 percent and averages at 28.5 percent of total
inflow into Eagle Lake (RVA vol4 pg. 26). Calculations based on acreage indicate that Pine Creek can not

be adequately supplying of all this groundwater recharge. Other sources are speculated to be Madeline
Plains and Grasshopper Valley (ibid. pg. 27).

Freshwater Replenishment
Pine Creek is received by Eagle Lake, and is the biggest source of total fresh water surface inflow,
contributing somewhere between 75 percent and 85 percent (Young 1988 pg. 1). Recent estimates
calculate approximately 85 percent (Cooperative Approach to ELT enhancement 1994). Since Eagle Lake
is a closed basin, water quality of Pine Creek should be considered. Eagle Lake is Section 303 (d) listed for
eutrophication (organic enrichment and low DO). Prior to listing, Eagle Lake suffered a fish kill due to low
DO.
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Water Contact Recreation
Though it is perennial, Pine Creek is fit for use as a swimming hole in certain areas, and white water
activities, for instance, could potentially take place during spring flows. Further improved flows could open
it up to more of these possibilities.

Non -contact Water Recreation
Hiking, picnicking, mountain biking take place in the watershed. There are numerous campgrounds.

Commercial and Sport fishing
No commercial harvesting takes place, but the ELT sport fishing industry provides the local economy with
about 10 million dollars (Miller and Flores 1998 p.3).

Cold Freshwater Habitat
Pine Creek is a source of freshwater that could support a cold water fishery of ELT. Currently, it provides
habitat to many native species that are considered part of cold water ecosystems, but are not considered in
this report.

Wildlife Habitat
Pine Creek is crucial because it provides a habitat of riparian vegetation that is a source of food for wildlife.
Native pronghorn and mule deer have been known to graze in the meadows and other animals use it as a
resting area before continuing a migratory journey.

Preservation of Biological Habitats of Special Significance
Though this area is not officially designated as a refuge or sanctuary, the ELT is a species of special
significance that is promoted as a candidate for Endangered Species listing. Pine Creek could be considered
as supporting the beneficial use of a natural spawning habitat.

Rare, Threatened or Endangered Species
Pine Creek supports the habitat of many species. The American peregrine falcon and the bald eagle are
both listed as federally endangered species. The USFS has listed some species as Region 5 Sensitive
Species. A petition was presented the ELT for listing as an endangered species, but was denied.

Migration of Aquatic Organisms
The ELT is the only aquatic life known to migrate from the lake into Pine Creek. There are other smaller
creeks that flow into the lake, but Pine Creek provides the only suitable amount of flow and upstream
spawning habitat.

Spawning, Reproduction and Development
The perennial reaches of Pine Creek are the only suitable spawning habitat, as there are no other substantial
sources of freshwater for the fish to migrate to, and year round water is necessary for the juvenile fish to
over-winter in. Riparian vegetation should be restored for fish habitat and for the numerous terrestrial
arthropods that the trout rely on for food.

4. IMPROVEMENTS

In 1985, the CRMP group was created to address the management of the Pine Creek watershed (delineated
from the Eagle Lake watershed). In 1994, the goal of restoring a natural ELT fishery in Pine Creek was
added. In 1991, the CRMP group created several technical review teams to focus on specific areas:
Splitter, Champs Valley, Harvey Flat, Silver Lake, Lower Pine Creek, Upper Pine Creek, and North Eagle
Lake.

Several grants have enabled the CRMP group to commission private consulting fums and conduct more
studies. White Horse Associates (Platts and Jensen) were hired to evaluate Pine Creek and form
recommendations for improvement. Jones and Stokes Associates were hired to create a hydrologic report
offish passage problems and potential solutions in the Pine Creek Valley. In 1995 the "Pine Creek



Riparian and Fish Improvement Project" Environmental Assessment was published by the USFS in
cooperation with the CRMP group. It evaluated the activities, general environment within the Pine Creek
watershed, and progress of restorati on.

As of November 1997, over 40 restoration projects to address habitat dergradation have been completed,
documented and monitored. Physical, biological and chemical inventories function as a reference for
gauging the work of the CRMP group with respect to their own goals and the overall focus of restoring a
natural ELT fishery and providing the species with the historical spawning habitat. Currently, the CRMP
group conducts a yearly walking tour of areas within the Pine Creek watershed. These tours help determine
progress of projects and areas wh ieh may need more attention in the future. Important work completed
between 1997 and the present include:

CalTrans, while renovating State Highway 44 in the summer of 1999, agreed, at their cost, to replace the
existing culverts with ones that provide fish passage and help restore Pine Creek to its natural channel. This
work was successfully completed in the fall of 1999. Burlington Northern Railroad (formerly Union Pacific
Railroad) crossed a section of channel which was also a barrier to fish passage. A ditch running along the
grade of the railroad offered no shade, pools or habitat for terrestrial arthropods. Removal of the barrier
and restoration of the channel was also completed in 1999.

In order to determine the successful passage and spawning of the ELT with these barriers removed, USFS
and CDFG have organized a fish telemetry project. The tagging and monitoring of up to fifty fish has been
completed prior to the 2000 spawning migration in order to understand passage into the perennial reaches
of Pine Creek. It is planned that an additional 40 fish will be tagged next year, providing insight into
potential fish passage barriers (Paul Chappell, Personal Communication, 1998 and 2000).

The USFS has set up numerous transect sites which are being monitored by photos. Depending on the site,
the photo cycle varies from bi-annually to once every five years. These photos will document
improvements over a long time span. (Teresa Pustejovsky, Personal Communication, 1988 and 2000).
Through the efforts of the CRMP group, range management practices have been amended to support
optimum levels of livestock grazing, improve the extent of the ELT habitat and encourage riparian
vegetation. An updated report will be prepared by the CRMP committee to document the progress on
project implementation and monitoring completed between 1997 and the present. This report is due to be
completed in June of2000 (David Lile, Personal Communication 2000)

5. CONTROLS:

Is Pine Creek meeting water quality standards? The standard in question is the support of beneficial uses,
Specifically: Cold Freshwater Habitat; Spawning, Reproduction, and Development; and Migration of
Aquatic Organisms. Pine Creek was listed on the quantitative basis that there was no ELT use of Pine
Creek at that time. No conclusive numerical evidence has been analyzed to support delisting, therefore the
answer to the question "Is Pine Creek meeting water quality standards?" is no. However, the nature of the
impairment is cumulative over time (sediment contributions from land use) and is structural in nature (well
described obstructions to fish passage). Both of these sources of impairment have been systematically
removed according to an ongoing schedule fixed by the CRMP in response to USFWS's designation of
ELT as a species of concern.

Are controls in place or frrmly scheduled which will be sufficient to meet standards? Yes. Numerous
agencies including CDFG, USFWS, USFS, and the CRMP intend to continue implementing improvements

fonnalized in planning documents. LRWQCB intends to continue to be an active partner in the CRMP
ensuring the protection of beneficial uses through full use of our regulatory authority.

Are the controls specific to the water body, the impairment and the pollutant? Yes. Continued
implementation ofCRMP sponsored projects include road closures, alternative livestock watering sources,
riparian exclosure, fencing, changing grazing regulations, fish barrier removal, restoration, livestock
control among others. These completed and proposed projects are formalized by agency commitments and

10



therefore represent controls. Each of them are appropriate to the impairment and specific to Pine Creek in
design and implementation.

Is the stringency of the controls analytically supported? The effectiveness of each individual treatment has
been thoroughly documented in published literature. Ultimately, the radio telemetry study will support or
disprove the effectiveness of the removal of migration barriers. Successful spawning and rearing will prove
the effectiveness of habitat im provements. Presently, a barrier still exists at the point where ELTare
artificially spawned. If the radio-tagged fish are observed to be migrating, spawning and reproducing
successfully, passage will be constructed around the trap, and the trout to reproduce naturally. Consistent
with the evidence used for listing, the basis for delisting is sufficiently analytical.

6. RECOMMENDAnON:

Regional Water Quality Control Board Staff recommend the removal of Pine Creek from the 303(d) list.
This recommendation is based on the evidence summarized in this report and in the supporting documents
and references.
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lite 2 04/02/9S J PC 2.1 1050 I I I ... 40 i 0.06 <0.01 I <O.lD I 0.32 I ~.5

~'t. :J 04/02/93 t PC 3.1 0930 I I I 17 0.02 -cf).IU I <0.01 I 0.08 I <0.5

1ft. 4 O4J02/9l I PC 4.' 1400 t I I 2 <0.01 <0.01 I <0.01 I <0.01 I 0.54

•• I I I I I I
04/09/93 I PC 1.2 1425 50.6 I 46 7.5 I <0.01 IIUII 22 <0.01 <0.01 I <0.03 I <0.01 I <0.5

Ute :s 04/09/93 I PC 3.2 0910 39.8 I 37 7.6 I <0.01 lilli/I 24 <0.01 <0.01 I <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5

Ut.4 04/09/93 I PC 4.2 1115 50.4 I 32.5 7.7 I <0.01 lilli/I 11 cO.D1 <0.01 I <O.lD <0.01 I <0.5

I I I I I
lit. 1 04116/93 I PC 1.3 1600 55 I 50.5 I 7.6-7.8 , ~.01 mg/I 15 0.05 0.02 I <0.Q3 <0.01 I <O.i

Ute" I 04/16193 , PC 4.3 0800 30.6 I 33 I 7.r-7.8 I <0.01 mg/I I 10 0.03 <0.01 I <0.03 <0.01 I <O.~

1 I I 1 I I I
Ut.' 04/D/93 I PC 1.4 1545 43.6 I 48 I 7.1 1<0.01 IlWI 1 8.6 0.04 0.02 I <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5

Ute " 04/23/93 I PC 4.4 081S 34.1 I 32.5 I 1.2 1<0.01 lIg/i 1 4.6 0.02 0.02 <0.03 <0.01 j <0.5

Itt. " 04/D/93 I PC 4.4_ 0815 Bl." I I I <1.0 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5

CJ I I I I I 1

3 lit. 1 04/29f'93 , ,t '.5 'DO 62.8 I 63 I 7.5 I 0.2 I 8 0.04 0.02 <0.03 0.02 I <0.5

§ II~ a 04/291'93 I PC 2.5 t 1530 61.2 , 65 I 7.1 I 0.2 I 10 0.04 0.01 <0.03 cO.OI I <0.5
ill -

04/29/93 I PC 4.5 r t I <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5
(t: lit. 4 1IlOO 46.1 35.2 6.9 I 0.3 I 10 0.02 <0.01
...... I 1 f I I I I
(t:

CJ IU•• 05/14/93 I PC 1. 7 I 1430 I 69.3 I 61.5 7.4 t <0.01 lilli/I I 5.1 t 0.04 <D.01 0.04 cO.01 <0.03 cO.Ol I <0.5

~.z 0511'/93 I PC Z.7 I 1300 165.2 I 57.5 7 1<0.01 IIIIlIII I 5.2 I 0.05 i <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5

. J 05/14/93 I PC 3.7 I 113D I 52.5 I 52.5 6.5 I <0.01 ~/l I 5.6 I 0.07 1 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <O.Q3 -j{ 0.14 I <0.5

Ifte" 05/14/93 J PC 4.7 I 09J0 I 54.1 I 37 7.8 1<0.01 mg/l I 3.6 I 0.05 I 0.03 <0.lJ3 <0.01 I <0.5

Itt. " 05/14193 I PC 4.7 J 0930 I Bill" I ..- I <1.0 I 1 <0.01 <0.01 I

I I J , I I I I I
N ;t.' 0I5/2tJ93 I PC 1.8 I 1345 r 61.5 I 64.6 8.2 r <0.01 IIWl I 7.4 I 0.05 I 0.01 0.05 0.01 <0.03 0.02 I 0.5
C\I

OS/21/93 I PC 2.8 I 1312 157.9 I I 0.01 <0.01 <0.03 <0.01 I <0.5
N lite Z 59.9 7.9 i <0.0' 11811 I 8.' I 0.04 0.02

.-I :it. 3 05/2"93 J PC 3.8 I 1215 I 58.' I 55.8 T.2 I cO.01 lilli/I I 10.1 I 0.05 I 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.03 0.04 I <0.5

ro h.' GS/Z1/9l I PC 4.8 I 1030 I 57 I 39.7 7.7 I <o.en 1IlIJ/1 I 3.4 I 0.03 I 0.03 <0.0' <0.01 <0.03 0.02 1 <0.5

(J'l I J I I I I I 1 I
(J'l ~
I' .It. 1 OS/Z8193 I ,e 1.9 i '445 1~.5 I 61 5.8 I <0.01 ~/l I 11.4 I 0.03 I 0.01 0.03 0.01 <0.01 0.1 I <0.5

~ :Ite a OS/2II9l I Pt 2.9 I '300 I 54.7 I 56.3 6.2 I <0.0' ~/l I 11 , 0.02 I 0.02 0.02 cO.01 <0.03 0.02 I CO.S

~Ite S M/28/9l I PC 5.9 f .200 15Q.4 I 54.9 6.4 I <0.01 ~/I f 14.8 I 0.02 I <0.01 <0.01 cO.01 <0.03 0.04 t 0.5

~ lte 4 015/H/95 I' PC 4.9 I 1000 , 47 I 42.4 6.4 I <0.01 q/l I 3 I 0.01 I <0.01 cO.01 cO.01 <0.01 0.07 I <0.5

u. " QS/Z8J9J I PC 4.9 I 1000 I 81" I ... I <1.0 I <0.01 I <0.01 cO.Ol <0.0' <0.03 0.02 I



( ( (

.'
'\T t I TefIIMlnture I I suspended I Total J Ortho' I Dissolved I Or tho· I lotal I "Itrllte plus I 1...... 1

IS)

n I SallPle I "ir lWater I Sett leables I Sol ida I Phosp.orU8 1Phosp.ate IPhoSflhorous I PhoBflhate I ArrInDnfB INt td te IKje.
f Date Nullber I r illle (H I (F) pit I qfl I 118/1 I as P uP ra. P, mg/L a8 P, q/L I BS N I as N INUI

lte 1 06/04/93 PC 1.10 I 1330 56.5 j 'i8.3 6.5 I CO.01 IliIl t 8 I 0.03 0.01 0.03 <0.01 I <O.m I cO.01 I cO.S

It. Z 06/04/93 PC 2.10 I 1220 54.1 I 56.7 6.7 I cO.01 IIliIl 1 3 I 0.03 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 I cO.03 I <0.01 I CO.5

fg) 06/04/93 PC 3.10 I 1120 50.9 I 54.7 6.8 I CO.01 qll I 10 I 0.04 0.02 <0.01 <O.tll I cO.03 I <0.01 1 <0.5

it. ,. 06/04/95 PC 4.10 I 0945 47.1 I 43.9 6.8 I cO.01 l1l9I1 I 4 I 0.02 0.03 <0.01 <0.01 I cO.03 I <0.01 I <0.5

I I I I I I I I
It. I 06/11/95 PC 1.11 I 1305 flO. 4 I 67.4 6.9 I <0.01 OW\ I 8 I 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.02 I <0.03 I <0.01 I 0.98

H. :2 06""93 PC 2.11 I 1215 53.8 I 61.7 7.0 <0.01 1IlQ/1 7 I 0.04 0.02 <0.01 <0.01 I <0.03 I cO.01 I 0.52.; 06/11193 PC l.11 1 1215 Blank <1 I <0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 I <0.03 I CO.OI 1
06111/93 PC 3.11 I 1125 53.2 I 62.8 6.8 <0.01 mull 6 I 0.03 <0.01 cO.Ol <0.01 I <0.03 I cO.Ol 1 cO.5

ft. 4 06/11/93 PC 4.11 I 1005 55.4 I 45.3 7.0 '<0.01 mg/l 9 I C.Ol <0.01 <0.01 cO.Ol I <0.[J3 I <0.01 I cO.5

I I I I I
fte 1 O6/Ul/93 PC 1.12 I 1nD n.7 I 76.1 7.6 <0.01 1118/1 5 I <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 cO.03 I <0.01 I <0.05

ft. :2 06/18/93 PC 2.12 I 1255 64.8 I n 7.5 <0.01 lilli/I 3 I CO.OI <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 <0.01 ! <0.G5

U. J 06118/93 PC 3.12 I 1210 66.9 I 69.3 7.4 <0.01 ,./1 3 I <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 cO.C1 I <0.05

Ita 4 06/18J93 PC 4.12 I 1035 60.6 I 48.7 7.4 <0.01 III!I/l 4 I . CO.Ol <0.01 C.03 <C.01 <O.a! <0.01 I <0.05

I I I I
Ita 1 06/25/93 PC 1.13 I 1330 71.1 I NO UAUR I I
ft. 2 06/25/93 PC 2.13 I 1255 14 I 72.9 I 7.8 <0.01 lilli/I 1 I 0.03 <0.01 0.02 <0.01 cO.03 <0.01 I <0.05

~ It.3 06/25/93 PC 1.13 I 12110 74.5 I 71.1 I 7.7 <0.01 1IIlI/' <1 I 0.04 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.05 <1l.01 1 <0.05

~ ita 4 f 06/25/93 PC 4.13 I 1030 69.1 I 47.'1 I 7.1, <0.01 IIlI9/I 2 I 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 CO.Ol I <0.(15

8 t I I I I I I
~ ft. 1 • 07/02/93 I PC 1.14 I 1450 I f'O WATER I I
~ h. 2 I 07/02/93 I PC 2.14 I 1410 62.2 I 74.S 6.8 cO.01 IV/I 4 I O.OB 0.05 0.06 O.OS 0.07 0.Q3 I 0.63

~ fta] I 07/02/93 I PC 3.14 I '320 72.9 I 76.1 7.9 <O.O't.q/i 4 I 0.05 0.01 0.03 <0.01 0.04 0.02 I 0.71l:!i.' I 07/02/93 I PC 4.14 1 1145 68.9 I 51.1 7.4 <0.01 q/l <1 I 0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.03 <0.01 I <0.05

4 I 01/02/93 I PC 4. II, 1 1145 Blank <1 I <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.03 CO.OI I <0.05

lD
(J'I
(J'I.....
I

If).....
I

:5.....,



Measur.~ent of the time it took for a floating piece of
wood tel move 30 feet through a 60 inch culvert along with the-- head S)laCe in that culvert. CUlvert 1.0. was made by
startiJlg on the right bank whenlookinq downstream and moving
toward the left bank.

Head Flow Rate In Seconds
Date - 04/14/93 space First Second Third Average.
Time - (inch) Reading Reading Reading Flow Rate
Right 1lank CUlvert 19.20 18.50 19.00 18.69 18.73
Second CUlvert 30.60 14.07 14.94 15.50 14.84
Third (~lvert 29.76 13.25 13.41 12.25 12.91
Left ~Ink CUlvert 25.20 16.28 14.10 14.81 15.06

Date - OS/21/93
Time -
Right. Hank CUlvert 20.75 24.14 26.74 23.74 24.87
Second Culvert 26.13 19.80 22.38 21.44 21.21
Third (:ulvert 30.40 14.89 15.28 14.81 14.99
Left. Bi tnk CUlvert 32.50 18.43 18.90 18.14 18.49

Date - OS/28/93
Time - 1115
Right. 11ank CUlvert 21. 00 23.80 22.47 22.60 22.96
Second CUlvert 32.50 17.57 15.90 16.48 16.65
Third (:Ulvert 30.38 14.38 14.18 14.66 14.41
Left. Bc tnk CUlvert 27.13 20.45 16.87 17.76 18.36

.......
Date - 06/04/93
Time - 1040
Right. 1lank CUIvert 19.00 20.04 24.86 22.37 22.42
Second CUlvert 30.25 16.13 16.46 17.07 16.55
Third c:UIvert 28.25 13.93 15.81 14.10 14.61
Left Bi Ink Culvert 25.00 19.38 17.19 16.94 17.84

Date - 06/11/93
Time - 1050
Right ]Iank CUlvert 26.00 44.34 50.04 35.73 43.37
Second Culvert 37.80 31.50 35.68 30.25 32.48
Third (~lvert 35.75 26.59 29.62 31.68 29.30
Left Bc~ CUlvert 32.14 ,·38.25 36.95 42.83 39.34

Date - 06/18/93
Time • 1140
Right )iank CUlvert 31.50 58.77 60.36 72.46 63.86
Second CUlvert 43.50 57.28 63.35 57.89 59.51
Third Culvert 41.75 60.08 53.50 50.69 54.76
Left Be.nk CUlvert 37.50 73.57 75.17 69.97 72.90

""1.1... 1 T "',.,....". T'I t""'II I"'"'



90'd ltJJOl

Measure~ent of the time it took for a floating piece of
wood to move 30 feet through a 60 inch cUlvert along with the
head space in that culvert. Culvert 1.0. was made by
starting on the right bank when looking downstream and moving
toward the left bank.

Date - 06/25/93
Time - 1115
Right Bank CUlvert
Second Culvert
Third C111vert
Left Bank CUlvert

Head Flow Rate In Seconds
space First Second Third Average
(inch) Reading Reading Reading Flow Rate

34.88 83.75 117.80 90.18 97.24
46.50 129.34 126.96 92.22 116.17
45.00 115.14 99.27 91.54 101.98
41.00 101.20 99.48 100.17 100.28

-

Date - 07/02/93
Time - 1115
Right Eank Culvert
Second CUlvert
Third C111vert
Left Bank CUlvert

38.25
49.00
47.50
44.50

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
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~~~~~~~E~~~AO~S+~~~~~<WA~f~~ND HOUSING AGENCY

DISTRICT 2 Office of Encroachment Permits
P. O. BOX 496073, REDDING, CA 96049-0073
FAX (530) 225-3097
PHONE (530) 225-3400

May 1, 1998

Ms. Alex Lutz
Regional Water Quality Control Board
Lahontan Region
280 Island Avenue # 1002
Reno NV 89501

Dear Ms. Lutz:

ei====="'=PE""=Tb!iE=!W!'!'@~IL~:~~,!,.... ~G!,!!!o,!!,!;ve~m!!!!or

"'11> . -
~ .

Re: 02-Las-44-14.7/37.2
02-206-258280
Bogard Structural Repair

Pine Creek Documentation

As we discussed, attached are copies of the letters that document the decisions regarding
providing fish passage for the Eagle Lake trout under Route 44 at Pine Creek. I have also
attached a copy of the preliminary plan sheet showing this area. Ifthere is anything else you
require for your report, please call me at (530) 225-3144.

Sincerely,

~aun--'7: -?;;>,1.....-

LAWRENCE T. MOORE, P.E.
Hydraulics Engineer
District 2

Attachments



"

Phone: 916-225-3144~0 ~:
-~ .

" . ;.1. .. >:- .. ".:, .....:-

02 La~-44-14.7/37.2
02-206~258,280

. Bogard:"structural Repair

June 21, 1995

Mr. Glenn Nader, Coordinator
Pine Creek Coordinated

Resource Management PIan
County of Lassen
Memorial Building
1205 Main street
susanville, CA 96130

Dear Mr. Nader:
Pine Creek Hydraulics

Attached are copies of culvert inforl\}aUon·.9ndhydraulic
calculations that will be useful in negotiating with Western
Pacific regarding upgrading the south crossing of Pine Creek
under the railroad near the Bogard :·Ranger station. As I
mentioned on the phone, the attached flyer is for illustrative
purposes only and does not imply endorsement of the manufacturer.

The site parameters used to select a suitable :.culvert
configura~ion were interpolated from aerial photogr~phy supplie~
by this o~fice. Design parameters regardingfish:~assagewere

obtained 'kom Mr. Paul Chappe-ll, California:Depa~J,Ilentof Fish
and Game. The pertinent site and ~esign parameters are as
follows:

Culvert length: 100. feet (ft)
Culvert slope = terrain slope = 0.0018 ft/ft (.18%)
Maximum Q = QlOo = 3'00 cubic feet per second (cfs)
Range of fish passage ¥ from 5 to 80 cfs
Maximum allowable veloc1ty .. = 3.5 feet/second (ft/sec)
Minimum depth = 0.6 ft
Culvert configuration: Natur~l bottom

These parameters were met with only 'slight exceptions as follows:

• At 5 cfs the depth of flow equals 0.49 feet, which
cannot be avoided with a natural, flat-bottom channel.
If a low-flow channel were con$tructed, this problem
would be eliminated. '



Mr. Glenn Nader
June 21, 1995
Page 2

• At 72 cfs the structure jumps from outlet to inlet
control with a corresponding jump in velocity to 3.6
ft/sec. This is only slightly outside of the design
parameters and would exist for only a briet moment in
time.

I recommend that resting pools be constructed at the inlet
and outlet of the structure to enhance fish passage. Keep in
mind that the selected culvert represents only one alternative
design, and that as long as design parameters are met, there may
be other acceptable solutions to the south crossing. I hope that
this information will help with your project. If you have any
questions, I can be reached at 916-225-3144.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAl SIGNED~R~
lAWRENCE T. MO

LARRY T. MOORE, P.E.
District Hydraulics Engineer
District 2

Attachment

LTM: lro
bcc: SChoate

LLane
ATrujillo

3-3692



~¥~E~~~Ac;~sr~J~~~P~.fg~NQ HQUSING AGENCY

iRJCT 2 OlIIce 0( Encroachment Permihl .'
'. BOX 496073, REDOING, CA 9604~73

(916) 225-3097
INE (916) 225-3144

•oil '0'

Ref. 02-Las-44-14.8
02-258280

pETE WII SON GgV8rngc

November 10, 1997

Mr. David W. Sims
Agricultural Engineer
'Natural Resources Conservation Service
United States Department of Agriculture
170 Russell Avenue, Suite I
Susanville, CA 96130

Dear Mr. Sims:

Pine Creek Hydrology

I have received the cross-section notes and profiles on the new Pine Creek channel alignment.
Thank you for your prompt response on that matter. As we discussed, enclosed is a copy ofmy file
on Pine Creek hydrology. The ''Platt & Jensen" study is probably available from Steve Young at the
Forest Service District office.

My preliminary calculation is for a double 5' span x 3' high reinforced box culvert at the northern
crossing, and for a double 4' span x 6' high reinforced box culvert at the southern crossing. The
southern crossing will be used for fish passage, and as such, the culvert will be set below grade to
create a natural bottom. I will use the data you sent me along with our own survey data to verify that
fish passage is sustainable for the range offlows under consideration (50-80 cfs).

David Lyle suggested a Pine Creek CRMP meeting later this month in Susanville. Ifthe meeting
were deferred to December, I would probably be able to attend with more definitive plans and
schedules. I will be in touch with David on this matter as it may be possible to coordinate with the
Value Analysis Study being done on Route 395 in Litchfield

Again, thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

.~ C·~u-
0.~ ..

Lawrence T. Moore, P.E.
District Hydraulics Engineer
District 2

Enclosure

c: Steve Young
David Lyle
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facsimile
TRANSMITTAL_r-----------------

to:
fax #:
re:
date:
pages:

Virginia Lemke.
9161251-4898
Eagle Lake Trout
August 8, 1995
8, including cover sheet.

Attached please find the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Servicels new release, and a copy of
the federal register te..\:t regarding the Notice of 90-day petition finding, for the Eagle
Lake Rainbow Trout.

From the desk of...

Donna G. Hummel
Information and Education Specialist

U. S. Fish aIld Wildlife Service

2800 Cottage Way, Room E- I a03
Sacramento, California 95825

(916)979 - 2710
Fax: (9/6) 979 - 2723
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RElEASE
NC-G

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVIC:
REGION 1
911 N.E. 11th AVENUE
PORTlAND. OREGON 97232-4181

IDAHO· NEVADA' CAlIFOr?NIA - WASHINGTON' OflEGOflj •
HAWAII AND THe PACIFIC ISLANOS

95-56

Refer: David Klinqer - 503/231-6121 (o.)
503/246-8346 (h.)

August 7, 1.995

ARB EAGLE LAKE RAINBOW TROUT IMPERILED?
FISH ANn WILDLIF~ 6ERYICE FINnS PETITION INSUFFICIENT, COMMENpS

LOCAL WILLINGNESS TO PROMOTE RECOVERY WITHOUT LI8TI~~

Are rainbow trout in a high-montane laKe in California's
Lassen County threatened by degraded habitat and by competition
~ith hatchery-reared fish? Not based on the' information currently
before it, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says.

The Interior Department agency today found that a petition
requesting listing of the Eagle Lake rainbow trout did not present
sUbstantial information to determine Whether' the SUbspecies should
be proposed for Federal listing' under the Federal Endangered
Species Act _ The petition was submitted by John F _ Bosta of
Susanville, california, requesting listing because there are no
known self-sustaining populations of genetically-pure Eagle Lake
rainbow trout outside of its native habitat in Lassen County •.

But the Service found that the petition presented insufficient
infonnation regarding trout population numbers and trends and
failed to provide data indicating substantial threats from existing
management programs, like fish stocking. Further, the petition did
not address how recovery efforts currently underway may have
lessened any threats. . '

This SUbspecies eVolved in the highly-alkaline waters of Eagle
Lake -- habitat that ordinarily would be stressful or lethal .for
most other trout. Although similar in appearance to other,.trout,
the ~agle Lake subspecies differs genetically and in other
biological characteristics.

The Eagle Lake rainbow trout's decline is believed to have
started in the late 1800's when commercial fishing began during
spawning runs from the lake to area tributaries. ccnrone+,cial
fishing for trout w?~ ~~opped in ·1917. Trout populations remained
low until artificial propagation and stocking was started, and

(over)



NC-G

eI U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERV/C
REGION 1

. 911 N.E. 11th AVENUE
PORTLAND. OREGON 97232-41 B1

IDAHO· NCVADA • CALi'OI?NIA • WASHINGTON· OREGON'
HA·,....AU AND THE PAClFIC ISLANDS

95-56

Refer: David Klinger - 503/231-6121 (0.)
503/246-8346 (h.)

August 7, 1995

~RE EAGLE LAKE RAINBOW TROUT IMPERILED?
FISH AND WltDLIfE SERVICE FINDS PETITION INSUFFICIENT, COMMENPS

LOCAL WILLINGNESS TO PROMOTE RECOYERY WITHOUT LIBTING

Are rainbow trout in a high-montane lake in california's
Lassen County threatened by degraded habitat and by competition
with hatchery-reared fish? Not based on the information currently
before it, the U.s. Fish and Wildlife Service says.

The Interior Department agency today found that a petition
requesting listing of the Eagle Lake rainbow trout did not present
substantial information to determine whether the SUbspecies should
be proposed for Federal listing under the Federal Endangered
Species Act. The petition was SUbmitted by John F. Basta of
Susanville, california, requesting listing because there are no
known self-sustaining popUlations of genetically-pure Eagle Lake
rainbow trout outside of its native habitat in Lassen County.

But the Service found that the petition presented insufficient
information regarding trout population numbers and trends and
failed to provide data indicating substantial threats from e~isting

management programs, like fish stocking. Further, the petition did
not address how recovery efforts currently underway may have
lessened any threats.

This SUbspecies evolved in the highly-alkaline waters of Eagle
Lake -- habitat that ordinarily would be stressful or lethal for
most other trout. Although similar in appearance to other trout,
the Eagle Lake SUbspecies differs, genetically and in other
piological characteristics.

The Eagle Lake rainbow trout's decline is believed to have
started in the late 1800's when commercial fishing began during.
spawning runs from the lake to area tributaries _ , commercial. . ..
fishing for trout was stopped in 1917. Trout popUlations rema.'J"ned'" .,
low until artificial propagation and stocking was started, and

(over)



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 90-Day Finding for a Petition to List the Eagle

Lake Rainbow Trout and Designate Critical Habitat

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, Interior.

ACTION: Notice of gO-day petition finding.

SUMMARY: The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announces the gO-day finding on a petition

to list the Eagle Lake ra~nbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss aguilarum) under the Endangered

Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended. The Service finds that the petition did not present

substantial information indicating that the petitioned actions may be warranted.

DATES: The finding announced in this document was made on July 25, 1995.

ADDRESSES: Information, data, comments, or questions concerning this finding should be

submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1803, Sacramento,

California 95825-1846. The petition, petition finding, supporting data, and comments are

available for public inspection, by appointment, during normal business hours at the above

address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT: Diane Windha~. staff biologist, at the above
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address or telephone 916-979-2725.
\

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Back.ground

Section 4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1533 gL

seq.) (Act), requires that the Service make a finding on whether a petition to list, delist, or

reclassify a species presents substantial scientific or commercial information to indicate that the

petitioned action may be warranted. This finding is to be based on all information available to

the Service at the time the finding is made. To the maximum extent practicable, this finding is to'

be made within 90 days of the date the petition was received, and the finding is to be published

promptly in the Federal Register. If the finding is that substantial information was presented, the

Service also is required to commence a review of tile status of the species.

The Service has made a 90-day finding on a petition to list the Eagle Lake rainbow trout

(Oncorhynchus mykiss aquilarum). The petition, dated April 25, 1994, was submitted by John F.

Basta, of Susanville,

California, and was received by the Service on April 28, 1994. The petition requested the Eagle

Lake rainbow trout be listed as threatened or endangered, that critical habitat be designated, and

thal a recovery plan be developed. The petitioner provided same fife history information for the

Eagle Lake rainbow trout and material related to the fish passage problems, habitat degradation,

and iack of natural reproduction. Recommendations for correcting habitat problems were

included with the petition.

The Eagle Lake rainbow trout is a species of concern to the Service (November 15, 1994;
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59 FR 58982). Such taxa are typically those for which some information indicates Hl,eats to the
\

species exit but sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats is not currently

available indicating that listing as endangered or threatened is warranted.

Eagle Lake rainbow trout are endemic to Eagle Lake, Lassen County, California. Although

they have been planted in numerous waters. no known self-sustaining populations ofgenetically

pure Eagle Lake rainbow trout in waters exist outside of its native habitat. With the annual

stocking of 200,000 Eagle Lake trout, the sUbspecies has been sustained almost entirely by

California Department of Fish and Game's hatchery production since 1950. The petition and

referenced literature describe the lack of natural reproduction as the most serious concern for the

long-term survival of Eagle Lake rainbow trout. Due to passage barriers and habitat degradation

in Pine Creek (the only major tributary for spawning), no significant naturaJ'reproduction of Eagle

Lake rainbow trout has occurred for over 40 years. Though efforts by the Forest Service to

improve fish passage and riparian habitat may not be

completed for 5 years, t~ese efforts to restore natural spawning in Pine Creek are now underway.

In making a finding as to whether a petition presents substantial commercial and scientific

information to indicate the petitioned action may be warranted, the Service must consider

whether the petition is accompanied by a detailed narrative justification [50 CFR § 424.14

(b) (2) (ii)]. The regulations require the Service to "consider whether such petition ... [p]rovides

information regarding the status of the species over all or a significant portion of its range" [50

CFR § 424.14 (b)(2)(iii)j. including current distributional and threat information. Furthermore, the

Service is required to "consider whether such petition ... fils accompanied by appropriate
.

supporting documentation in the form of bibliographic references, reprints of pertinent

publications, copies of reports or letters from authorities, and maps· {50 CFR § 424.14 {b)(2)(iv)J.
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Despite the limited distrfbution of the Eagle Lake trout, the petition included insufficient
\

information regarding present fish population numbers end trends. In addition, the petition failed

to provide substantial threat data concerning projected and ongoing management considerations

with respect to the existing p~pular sport fishery and the stocking program for the trout. The

petition also did not address the extent to which threats have been lessened by the significant

recovery efforts now underway. More importantly, the future status of the subspecies may

improve because of the significant recovery efforts now underway and the ongoing stocking

program. Therefore, the Service finds that the petition does not present substantial information

indicating that the listing of the Eagle Lake rainbow trout ~ay be warranted.

The Service has reviewed the petition, literature cited in the petition, and other literature

and information available in the Service's files. On the basis of the best scientific and

commercial information available, the Service finds the petition does not present substantial

information indicating that the petitioned actions may be warranted. The Eagle Lake rainbow

trout will remain a speci~s of concern to the Service, and the Service will continue to seek

information regarding the status or threats to the SUbspecies. If additional information becomes

available in the future, the Service may reassess the listing priority for this SUbspecies or the

need for listing.

The petitioner also requested that critical habitat be designated and a recovery plan be

developed. If the Service decides in the future to propose the fish for listing, the Service will

determine whether designation of critical habitat is prudent at the time a species is listed under

the Act. Recovery planning efforts begin once a species is listed.

Author



The primary author of this document is Kevin Stubbs, Sacramento Field Office (see
\

ADDRESSES section).

Authority

The authority for this action is the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16

U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
PRELISTING PROJECT PROPOSAL

Submitted by

California Department of Fish and Game
March, 1995

1. Species: Eagle Lake trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss ~)

2. species Recovery priority Number: 2

3. State: California

4. state priority: 2

5. Recovery Plan Task Number: N/A (A recovery plan is not
presently written. This proposal, however, supports an
action program of the PCCRMP.

6. Task Priority Number (1-3): 1

7. Description of Project: This project will (1) survey Pine
Creek to provide information necessary for development of a
chemical treatment plan for Pine Creek and related
environmental documentation, (2) help fund the chemical
treatment and (3) support management of the Eagle Lake trout
(ELT) spawning run into Pine Creek during times when
hatchery personnel are not operating the Pine Creek fish
trap for egg taking purposes; the spawning run and barriers
in other tributary streams would also be managed.

Pine Creek Surveys

Prior to chemically treating Pine Creek to remove exotic
brook trout for the purpose of restoring spawning and
rearing potential for ELT, all of the Pine Creek drainage,
including its headwaters in Triangle Lake, needs to be
surveyed and mapped for late summer flow plus fish and
invertebrate species that might be affected by the proposed
treatment. Spring and summer invertebrate surveys would
emphasize native species that may be unique to the drainage
a's well as the more common species. The summer survey would
include an adult collection to further verify species. The
surveys are proposed for the 1995-96 fiscal year (FY)
(pretreatment survey) and 1997-98 FY (posttreatment survey) .



•

in recent years. There is no shortage of ELT since the
spawning runs to the Pine Creek trap provide far more eggs
than are needed for stocking Eagle Lake.

In 1994 the USFWS received petitions to list the ELT under
the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) of 1973. The
USFWS currently classifies the species as a candidate,
category 1 species. Concerns that support the candidate
status of ELT relate primarily to the complete absence of
natural spawning and total reliance on hatchery production.
Under these conditions, the natural evolution of the ELT
cannot continue.

Restoration of the natural evolution of the ELT depends on
restoration of the spawning and rearing potential of Pine
Creek, the goal of the PCCRMP. The PCCRMP has been
constructing restoration projects that are attempting to
restore the instream habitat, flows and remove barriers to
trout migration. Barriers at the state Highway 44 crossi~g

of Pine Creek should be eliminated by 1996 providing spawner
access to the upper reaches of Pine Creek where permanent
flows provide spawning and rearing potential. However, the
potential for successful spawning and rearing is presently
near zero because of a super dominant population of brook
trout which have eliminated all ELT from the upper drainage.
Chemical treatments are planned in 1996 to eliminate all
brook trout so that ELT can be restored to this area and
again can be recruited naturally to Eagle Lake.

Prior to any chemical treatment, surveys must be made to
estimate and map flows in all stream reaches and
tributaries, identify springs and document fish
distribution. Invertebrate surveys will be required to
determine what invertebrates are present, inclUding any that
may be unique or require special protection during the
treatment. Those surveys and the chemical treatment of the
drainage are a part of this multiyear project.

12. project Duration (All Past, Present and Planned seqments):
The Pine Creek surveys are proposed for the 1995-96 FY, the
chemical treatments in 1996-97 FY and the spawning run
management project in both 1995-96 and 1996-97 FY.

13. Federal/State Cost Share: State cost share will consist of
in-kind contributions of equipment, personal services and
overhead by Department personnel .
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written reports summarizing the survey results provided to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and other
interested parties near the end of the fiscal years.

pine creek Chemical Treatment

Two chemical treatments of the Pine Creek drainage are
proposed in 1997 with the second treatment made about two
weeks following the first to ensure and document the
completeness of the first.

If surveys reveal that there any species of special concern
present in the drainage, a special treatment plan shall be
implemented.

An example of a special treatment, if necessary, would
provide for two separate treatments by dividing the creek
into two segments at US Forest Service Road 31 NOS where
there is a 6-foot jump to act as a barrier to ups~ream fish
migration. Prior to treatment a reasonable attempt shall be
made to remove any species of special concern for post
treatment reintroduction to the creek; these animals could
be temporarily held in the lower section if necessary. The
upper segment will be treated first and a potassium
permangante decontamination station will be set up about
half way down the perennial segment to ensure that no toxic
chemical enters the lower segment of Pine Creek. The upper
section will be retreated as previously described and, upon
certification that the desired results have been achieved,
the lower segment of Pine Creek will be treated in the same
manner as the first segment. There would be no need for
installation of any decontamination station,in this terminal
segment since during the late summer the lower end of Pine
Creek is dry.

spawning Run Management

During normal and better water years, Pine Creek flows into
Eagle Lake for two to four months. During this period,
Department of Fish and Game hatchery personnel operate the
Pine Creek fish trap for about two to three weeks to spawn
ELT that presently provide for virtually all of the lake's
trout recruitment. However, temporary personnel are
necessary to properly manage the run of ELT and other native
nongame species during the times that hatchery personnel are
not in attendance. This proposal would fund temporary help
to manage the spawning run when hatchery personnel are not
available. Emphasis would be on run monitoring, fish rescue
and residence at the trap cabin to provide a Department
presence to help prevent poaching and coordinate rescue
efforts with permanent Department personnel and the public .
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other Eagle Lake tributaries including Papoose, Merrill,
-Little Merrill, Cleghorn and several unnamed tributaries
also have temporary spring flows that attract spawners but
which dry before many adults can return to the lake and
before the eggs can hatch.

Barriers are installed or are being installed on many of
these tributaries to keep the spawners close to the lake
where they have the best chance of returning to the lake or
being rescued. Temporary help for this spawning run
management program would help maintain these barriers and
rescue stranded spawners to ~inimize losses.

8. project Number it continuing Seqment of Existing project:
N/A.

9. status of Progress Report prepared for Previous Project:
N/A.

10. project to be Completed by the Applicant state Agency or
Under a Contract to an outside Entity: Project work will be
conducted by Department personnel and a project subcontract
with Regents of the University of California for the
invertebrate studies.

11. Biological or Recovery Justification: The native Eagle Lake
rainbow trout is the only trout known to survive in the
highly alkaline water of Eagle Lake. The ELT was believed
extinct when the California Department of Fish and Game
became aware that a few of the original stock were still to
be found in the spring of the year in Pine Creek, the
principal tributary stream of the lake. From these few
remaining specimens, an artificial propagation program was
undertaken by the Department. In 1958 approximately 5,000
six- to eight-inch trout were stocked in the lake. Since
then, the Department has gradually increased the size of the
plant so that now about 200,000 are planted each year.

since the fall of 1960 a sport fishery for the ELT has
developed, now providing quality fishing for large trout.
Planted trout weigh about one-half pound each when planted
in the spring or fall months. They typically grow to about
two pounds after one year in the lake and to over three
pounds after two years in the lake. Six-pound ELT are not
uncommon and trout to nearly 12 pounds are caught
occasionally. The exceptional size of trout in the catch is
due to their rapid growth rate and angling regUlations which
limit their harvest. ELT feed extensively on small
invertebrates and on the native minnows, primarily tui
chubs.

The rehabiiitation of the ELT has been tremendously
successful. From a handful of spawners in 1956, the
spawning runs have increased to thousands of spawning fish



Job 1. Survey Pine Creek (about 13 miles of stream, numerous
potholes, seeps and springs and five lakes).

1995/96 FY 1996/97 FY 1997/98 FY
Temporary help, (includes $10,500 $ 1,654

data summary and report
writing assistance)

General expense 600 100
Vehicle operation (2 1,875 375

vehicles 75 miles/day,
50 days, $.25/mile)

Invertebrate surveys and $ 7,600 $ 5,880
report

Subtotal $20,575 $ 8,009

Administrative overhead
at 22.5% $ 4,629 $ 1.802

Total Federal share $25,204 $ 9,811
Total state share $ 8,401 $ 3,270

Total $33,60"5 $13,081

Job 2. Chemical Treatment

Temporary help (2 months)
General expense travel (for

permanent and temporary
employees)

Equipment rental, fuel
Rotenone (418 gallons at

$55/gallon)

Subtotal

Administrative overhead
at 22.5%

Total Federal Share
Total State Share

Total

Job 3. Spawning Run Management

$ 3,150
$ 7,000

$ 5,000
$22,990

$38,140

$ 8,582

$46,722
$15.574
$62,296

$ 5,400 $ 5,664 $ 5,947

$ 1,215 $ 1. 274 $ 1, 338

$ 6,615 $ 6,938 $ 7,285
$ 2.205 $ 2.313 $ 2.428
$ 8,820 $ 9,251 $ 9,713

•

Temporary help (3 months)
General expense
Vehicle operation (40

miles/day 20 days/month,
3 months at $.25/mile in
1995-96 FY and $.26/mile
in 1996-97 FY)

Subtotal

Administrative overhead at
22.5%

Total Federal Share
Total state Share

Total

$ 4,500
$ 300
$ 600

$' 4,725
$ 315
$ 624

$ 4,961
$ 331
$ 655

-- .. " _._-- --------- ----_ , .._--------- --_ .
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1995/96 FY 1996/97 FY .1997/98 FY

Total (Jobs 1, 2 and 3)
Total Federal Share $31,819 $5'3,660 $17,096
Total state Share $10,606 $17,887 $ 5,698

Total $42,425 $71,547 $22,794

. 14. Other Information: this proposed project has been developed in
coordination with the PCCRMP which involves representation from the
pUblic, Lassen County, Department of Fish and Game, US Forest Service,
USFWS, grazing interests and sportsmen.

DW/mrw:IFD1 WINHAMPP.ESA
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DETPARTMiENT OFWA't"'EiR RESOURCES
Division of Planning and .L()C~IAssI8blIllC.

NORTHERN DISTRICT
Water Quality

- Lakes and Reservoirs -
- Honey Lake -

Honey Lake Water Quality Investigation

Summary

The ground water is generally sodium bicarbonate in character. Because there is no
drainage, salts have accumulated in the basin. In local areas, high concentrations of
chlorides are encountered and in the northern part ofT28N/R14E one well contains
water definitely sodium chloride in character.

The arsenic encountered in certain wells in the valley is probably the result of
underground mineralized water migrating into the ground water body. The arsenic
content in the water from Wendel and Amedee Hot Springs and the fact that the majority
of wells which contained arsenic in their waters are located along the traces of concealed
faults indicates that the arsenic is of magmatic origin. With the exception of those wells
in the vicinity of Standish, hydrostatic pressure and dilution of the initial source prevent
the arsenic levels from exceeding 0.05 ppm. .

Those wells near Standish whose waters have arsenic concentrations ranging up to 2.0
ppm are probably also fed by underground magmatic sour~es; however, the sources are
probably relatively near the surface. Depth to bedrock is probably less and the amount
of dilution by the meteoric ground water is less than in the deeper parts of the basin.
Any underground source would probably have a higher concentration of arsenic than
either Wendel or Amedee Hot Springs where meteoric waters are mixed, heated and
discharged

Acopy of this report may also be obtained by contacting Jerry Boles by phone at: (530)
529-7326 or bye-mail at:bolesj@water.ca.gov

For more information contact Jerry Boles

Copyright © 1998. California Department of Water Resources. All rights reserved.

Webmaster: Larry Shuman

The URL is http://wwwdpla.water.ca.gov/nd/
Last modified: May 22, 1998.

Comments or Suggestions?
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
601 LOCUST STREET

REDOING, CA 96001
(916) 225·2300

March 30, 1995

Ms. Joyce Coakley
Rangeland Management Specialist
Lassen National Forest
Eagle Lake Ranger District
55 Sacramento Street
Susanville, California 96130

Dear Ms. Coakley:

• PETE WILSON, Governor

@':":"": III' ~

.~... t
f

The Department of Fish and Game, Northern California - North
Coast Region (Region 1) has reviewed the Pine Creek Riparian and
Fish Passage Improvement project Draft Environmental Assessment
(EA). This EA is the second pUblicly circulated draft. The
Department made extensive comments on the first draft on August
26, 1994. We appreciate the US Forest Service (USFS) modifying
the EA to reflect~ of our comments, however, there are still
several significant areas of concern which the Lassen National
Forest (LNF) has neglected to address in the EA. The Department
has the following general comments.

Pine Creek provides 75 to 85 percent of the total inflow to
Eagle Lake. Eagle Lake is the second largest natural lake within
the State of California~ There is a long history of concern over
accelerated eutrophication processes that are occurring in Eagle
Lake's closed basin and several governmental agencies have become
involved in this issue. The Lahontan Regional Water Quality
Control Board (LRWQCB) has amended their basin plan for Eagle
Lake basin to prevent discharge of nutrients to' the lake from
point sources. Additionally, the basin plan addresses control of
nonpoint nutrient sources through the use of best management
practices that apply to watershed management, including the
management of livestock grazing. Historically, water quality
degradation and habitat loss nearly resulted in the extinction of
a unique SUbspecies of rainbow trout, the Eagle Lake trout.
Early restoration efforts to artificially sustain the fishery
have been successful and presently the lake attracts large
numbers of recreational and sport fishery users. Presently the
economic benefits from maintaining a clean lake and a robust
fishery are estimated to exceed 10 million dollars.

The LNF administers approximately 90 percent of the property
in the Pine Creek watershed. As a Federal agency, the LNF must
comply with the Federal Clean Water Act (FCWA) and the North
Lahontan Basin Water Quality Control Plan. This plan states that
controllable factors shall not cause any further degradation of
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water quality. Controllable water quality factors are those
actions, conditions or circumstances resulting from human
activities that may influence the quality of the waters of the
state and that may be reasonably controlled. The Department
believes that the basin plan objectives could be met through
implementation of the "Proposed Action", the "Corridor
Alternative", the "Platts Alternative" or by elimination of
grazing Which impacts Pine Creek.

As stated in our previous comment letter the Department
believes that this document will not be acceptable to the state
Water Resources Control Board (Board) as a final report pursuant
to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Clean Lakes Grant. The EPA granted $95,590 to study Pine Creek
impacts on Eagle Lake. The LNF was to receive $50,590 to perform
certain tasks and generate documents with the EA serving as the
final report. The LNF has already received $38,247 from the EPA
through the Board and the Department. Ms. Janet Blake is the
grant project manager at the Board and her EA comment letter
dated August 9, 1994, described in detail what additions were
necessary to comply with the requirements of the Clean Lakes
Grant. Unfortunately the current EA did not respond to the
majority of her comments. .

The Department, in a June 7, 1994, letter to Ms. Joyce
Coakley, also discussed the terms of Collection Agreement 313135
of June 22, 1992, and components listed as tasks in the EPA grant
which must be included in the final report. Our concern is that
the terms and conditions of the interagency agreement will not be
fulfilled and the Department will be held accountable to the
Board for the report Which was to be prepared by the LNF. The
Department is concerned that failure of the LNF to correct the
document as requested by the Board will cause denial of future
EPA and Board funding opportunities. Several LNF proposed
restoration projects list EPA as a funding source, yet LNF has
failed to meet the conditions of the existing grant. Past grant
compliance and performance are major factors in selecting
recipients of EPA grants. The completion date for the final
report was December 31, 1993. - It is now March 1995 and the
report does not yet meet the requirements of the EPA grant.

We appreciate that the document now includes an appendix
with portions of the "Lassen National Forest Standards and
Guidelines." We are still confus~d with on-the-ground
interpretations of these standards and guidelines. We believe
that "standards" should be clearly noted mandatory as opposed to
"guidelines" which provide preferred direction. The land
resource management plan must clearly define each as a standard
or guideline before we can evaluate their adequacy in protecting
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resources. The EA frequently alludes to "Riparian Objectives",
however, nowhere in the EA are they actually defined. Are
"riparian objectives" the same as "Desired future conditions"?
These objectives must be clearly defined so that we are able to
understand the proposed action the LNF intends to take.

The EA describes a "Proposed Action" which appears to be
Alternative IV - Lassen National Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan (LRMP) although this is not clearly stated in the
EA.

Specific comments:

.Page 2, paragraph 3: The paragraph discusses several
sources of information regarding Pine Creek. It would help the
reviewer to know at this point that the full citations are
available in Reference Appendix G.

Page 5, Key indicators: 2. B. "Changes in width:depth ratio
of the stream (less than 10 for B channel types and less than 5
for C channel types)." A definition of "B and CIt channel types
would assist the reviewer unfamiliar with these terms. It is
also unclear if the change is to be less than 10 or the final
ratio is less then 10.

Page 5, significant Issues: 3. "How will the alternatives
affect the riparian vegetation? Key indicators A. Percentage of
vegetative and litter cover on soils along the riparian areas of
Pine Creek (90 percent cover of non-rocky riparian areas)." None
of the alternatives list a monitoring plan for "percent cover".
This section should describe how this key indicator will be
monitored.

Monitoring methods for fixed photo plots, stubble height
utilization, cover and raw/eroding banks were covered fairly well
in the first draft appendix. The new Appendix C contains even
more detail on those monitoring methods. In our comment letter
on the first draft we requested that the appendix include
monitoring methods referenced for stream temperatures and
nutrient and limnological data collected at Eagle Lake. Appendix
C still lacks methods for monitoring stream temperatures. We are
especially concerned that the previously proposed nutrient and
limnological monitoring of Eagle Lake has been excluded from the
EA entirely! We recommend that it be included since the
Department of Water Resources (DWR) and LNF Eagle Lake nutrient
monitoring program was a part of the EPA grant tasks and an
important component in the overall understanding of watershed
conditions. Future lake monitoring may be a key indicator for
determining the success or failure of the proposed changes in
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management of the watershed. A brief paragraph on the past
monitoring results and how the information fits in with the
proposed alternatives was requested several times by the
Department and the Board. This information is essential to meet
grant specifications and inform the reviewer.

The table on Page 13, "pine Creek Riparian Grazing
Management By Reach" is informative and accurately describes the
actual conditions of Pine Creek.

The tables on pages 15-18, labeled "Pine Creek Restoration
Projects", include the explanation that some projects have been
completed and, therefore, satisfy our earlier comment. However,
-Project 13, "McKenzie Cow Camp, splitter removal" is only half
complete. The splitter has been removed but the component to:
"plug the man-made ditch and allow the creek to flow in natural
channels" has not yet been accomplished. We recommend this
project be described separately.

The description for Project 21 is different in the table
from the project described in Appendix B. The table lists a
"Riparian Pasture", which is described as a grazing management
technique in Appendix A. Project 21 in Appendix B discusses
"Livestock control ••• by either fencing or distribution." Are the
two descriptions the same grazing strategies?

Project 24 calls for fencing and developing a riparian
pasture by constructing three miles of fence. This project is
only considered in Alternative 1. Most of the other alternatives
call for exclosure of that portion of Pine Creek. The EA should
describe how this exclosure will be accomplished.

secti9n XV - Affected EDvironment. This section is an
improvement over the previous draft. Including desired
conditions along with stream reaches makes conditions in the
watershed more understandable.

Page 24, Pine creek Nutrient Loading to Eagle Lake. The
first paragraph, last sentence, states "There appears to be no
flushing or surge of livestock originated nutrients from the
watershed during initial spring runoff flows." The section then
goes on to describe water quality sampling studies done in the
past by the LNF and the Department. The revised draft did not
address any of the comments from our previous letter.

Appendix D in the revised draft shows the sample locations
from the two water quality studies in Figure 1. These sampling
stations have been reversed in this draft EA. Pine Creek station
1 (PC-I) is at the mouth of the creek. Your map shows this
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station as "pine Creek Temperature station 4". PC-4 is the
station above Highway 44. Perhaps this is why the EA makes the
erroneous statement that "some of the highest total nitrogen and
phosphorous concentrations were observed early in the runoff
season at the station above Highway 44, where cattle grazing had
a minor impact on the cnannel and where the riparian vegetation
is least affected." This rationale is rather doubtful, however,
since the first draft of the EA had the map showing the correct
station names and locations. There will be nine sampling
stations for next year's temperature studies. Details are
available from Department Associate Fisheries Biologist Mr. Paul
Chappell at phone number (916) 254-6363. Describing the stations
as "Temperature stations" is misleading since nutrients,
suspended solids, settleable matter, temperatures and pH were all
collected at the four Pine Creek stations during 1993. We
recommend that the stations be described as water quality
monitoring stations.

since Table 1 in Appendix D was not revised as requested in
our August 26, 1994, comment letter, we still do not understand
how the LNF calculated nutrient loads. To properly evaluate and
critique the table, it is essential that raw data be available
from both water quality sampling studies., It is also necessary
to have the specific methods used for calculating the nutrient
loads. We are unsure if total Kjeldahl nitrogen loading was
included in the amounts shown in Table 1. The table lists:
"Estimated total nitrogen (nitrate and nitrite) loading of Eagle
Lake". It says nothing about Kjeldahl nitrogen loading.

Kjeldahl nitrogen loading may have significant impacts on
the nutrient balance in Eagle Lake. Our Department sampling
shows station PC-l at the mouth of Pine Creek with a total
Kjeldahl nitrogen measurement of 0.98 mg/l on June 11. 1993.
This data contradicts the statement on page 24, #2. "Some of the
highest total nitrogen and phosphorous concentrations were
observed early in the runoff season at the station above Highway
44, where cattle grazing had a minor impact on the channel and
where the riparian vegetation is least affected. The highest
concentrations measured during the two years' sampling were 1.49
mg/l total nitrogen and 0.59 mg/l total phosphorous, but most
results were less than 0.10 mgtl for both nutrients--particularly
later in the runoff season."

Water quality studies conducted by the Department in 1993
show, with the exception of one sample out of eleven, higher
levels of total phosphorus at PC-l (the fish trap at the
confluence of Pine creek with Eagle Lake) than at PC-4 (above

Highway 44 at the Bogard campground). Total Kjeldahl nitrogen
and nitrate plus nitrite concentrations were also higher at PC-l
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on several sampling dates (e.g., on April 2, 1993, PC-1 and PC-2
had levels of 0.32 mg/l nitrate plus nitrite compared to PC-4
results of less than 0.01 mg/l). Kjeldahl nitrogen was also
measured on July 7, 1993, as 0.63 mg/l at PC-2 and 0.71 mg/l at
PC-3. If the total Kjeldahl nitrogen was not included in the
loadings in this appendix, there may be significant additional
loading of total nitrogen to Eagle Lake. This data contradicts
the statement on page 24, #3, "Pine Creek's chemistry exhibits a
spring flushing of nutrients at all stations, but that effect is
most notable at the upstream station (pc-4)." We recommend that
the EA be revised to reflect the actual data.

The EA states on page 25, #4, that "The amount of nutrients
entering the lake on clay and silt sized sediment particles was
not measured, and any subsequent, additional nutrient loading to
the lake from dissolution off of deposited sediments has not been
evaluated." The Department's 1993 water quality study sampled
and analyzed these sediment particles. We collected unfiltered
samples and analyzed them for total phosphorus, total Kjeldahl
nitrogen, total ammonia and nitrate. All this information was
provided to the LNF prior to completion of the first draft EA and
again during the first comment period. These loadings are in
violation of basin plan objectives for Eagle Lake and Pine Creek.
We recommend that the EA show how these data were used by the LNF
in determining the proposed action for management of the Pine
Creek drainage into Eagle Lake.

Section V - Environmental consequences, Page 32. It is not
clear how the environmental benefit ratings of grazing strategies
and improvement projects were determined. We recommend that the
EA be revised to show how the ratings were made. If the ratings
were based on professional jUdgment, who made the jUdgments and
what criteria were used? A brief explanation should be included.

Section V - Environmental Consequences, page 33, #1,
significant Issues, A, Key Indicators, Alternative II: The
Department wishes to emphasize the original caveat made regarding
this proposed two-foot-high main channel structure. If under any
circumstances it is found that this structure may impede or
prevent the free passage of fish in Pine Creek, it shall be found
to be in violation of California Fish and Game Code Section 5931
and shall be immediately removed.

Page 34, c. Changes in Stream Temperature. Alternative II.
In this draft there is no discussion of the potential impacts
from proposed Project 15. There can be no doubt that this
proposed project has the potential to adversely raise water
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temperatures. If this project is implemented, additional
monitoring by the Department will be required. If adverse
conditions are documented, the project will need to be removed.

Pages 38-40, 4. "How will the alternatives affect other
wildlife habitat?" In the discussion of Alternative II, on page
39, the EA states, "For the areas that receive similar grazing
management prescriptions as listed in Alternative I, the recovery
rate of the riparian zone would be similar, particularly since
the Lassen LRMP guidelines will be followed" On page 40, for
Alternatives IV and V the document states, "For the areas that
receive similar grazing management prescriptions as listed in
Alternatives I or II, the recovery rate of the riparian zone will
be similar, particularly if Lassen LRMP guidelines are followed."
It is not clear if these alternatives would follow the LNF LRMP
guidelines. This is precisely the reason why the Department is
concerned about the definition and implementation of the
standards and guidelines and their meaning to on-the-ground
management.

Cumulative Effects, page 41. This section appears to be a
somewhat obtuse definition of the meaning of cumulative effects.
It does not discuss the results of the report, "Cumulative
Watershed Effects Estimate for Pine Creek Watershed, Lassen
County, California", LNF, January 25, 1993. It would be more
informative to the reader to include a discussion of this study
which was done for the EPA grant or at least list it in the
reference appendix.

Adverse Effects That Cannot Be Avoided, page 41. This
section should be significantly revised. It states, "There will
be no foreseeable adverse environmental effects." What
element(s) of the project is this statement referring to? The
EA, all the alternatives, grazing on Pine Creek? The section
also addresses additional labor for fence maintenance or
increased labor for moving livestock off riparian areas. This
section is very confusing and the Department recommends that it
be revised.

Incomplete Or Unavailable Information, page 41. The first
paragraph of the section states, "The 10 Team estimated the
effects of the alternatives by using existing data and
established relationships. There is a sUbstantial amount of
credible inform'ation about the topics of this analysis." We
recommend that this section be rewritten taking into
consideration the available nutrient information. The revised
section should discuss how the information was used to select the
proposed acticm.
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The "pine Creek Reach Locations" map appears to be missing
part of the key. However, we appreciate the incorporation of our
previous comments.

Appendix B, project #1, (no page I): The riparian pasture
in the first draft of the EA was "recommended for occasional use
in order to meet vegetative objectives established by the Forest
Service, and the permittee and complying with the Forest
Standards and Guidelines. The pasture is currently in its third
year of nonuse." However, in the last two years, during random
field trips to this site, trespass cattle have been found
grazing. We notice that the second draft EA changed the project
description to simply, "Riparian pasture: This project was
completed to control livestock grazing on Pine Creek in Reach 5
west of Highway 44." Was range evaluation done to determine the
level of use during this trespass period? If so, what action was
taken by the LNF to ascertain whether the vegetation objectives
were met during those two years? Were streambank conditions
evaluated relative to trampling damage that occurred during the
wet season of use by trespass cattle? Have the vegetation goals
expected by the LNF for riparian pasture prescription been met
despite the illegal use of this pasture? The EA should be
revised to provide answers to these questions.

project 6 (no page #) is listed as completed in the project
table but as "in progress" in the appendix. The correct status
should be listed in both text locations.

project 26, (no page #) Fish Barrier Removal. Component A.
"Remove existing culvert which is a fish barrier". We suggested
removing this barrier and allowing the creek to return to its
natural stream grade in our previous comment letter. Impacts
from traffic can only be avoided, however, if the 1/2 mile
segment of USFS Road 31NOS closure is also part of the project.
The road could still be available for emergency use by placing
gates at both ends and constructing a ramped wet crossing of Pine
Creek. Closure of this road should not have any significant
impact on pUblic transit through this general area as there are
numerous other roads crossing Pine Creek within very reasonable
distances.

component C. "Replace existing culverts to provide for fish
passage". In any decision made regarding fish passage on Pine
Creek, the impact of culverts cannot be taken lightly. We now
recognize that there are specific conditions of flow and
temperature that must be simultaneously met to successfully pass
fish to the headwaters of the system. It is of the utmost
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importance that these culverts be made passable under any flow
condition that may be encountered by migrating fish. There
should also be a natural bottom on these culverts.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document.
We appreciate the significant changes between this draft and the
previous draft EA. There are still significant problems with
this document meeting the specifications of the EPA grant and
with certain interpretations of the Pine Creek sample results.
We believe, however, that the proposed alternative is clearly
superior to the one chosen in the first draft. We also believe
that the proposed alternative will help meet the water quality
objectives in the basin plan. If we may be of any further
assistance or if you have any questions or comments regarding our
position, please contact staff biologist Ms. Jane Vorpagel at
(916) 225-2124.

Sincerely,

cc: See attached list

ARichard L. Elliott0- Regional Manager
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cc: Mr. Fred BlattV
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
2092 Lake Tahoe Boulevard
South Lake Tahoe, California 96150

Ms. Janet Blake
State Water Resources Control Board
Post Office Box 100
Sacramento, California 95812-0100

Ms. Kristianna Young
US Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 cottage Way, Room E-1803
Sacramento, California 95825-1846

Ms. Jane Vorpagel
Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, California 96001

Mr. Daniel McGin
California Mule Deer Association
1673 Fruitvale Road
Lincoln, California 95648

Mr. Paul Chappell
Department of Fish and Game
728-600 Fish and Game Road
Wendel, California 96136
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
PRELISTING PROJECT PROPOSAL

Submitted by

California Department of Fish and Game
March, 1995

1. species: Eagle Lake trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss ~)

2. Species Recovery priority Number: 2

3. State: California

4. state priority: 2

5. Recovery Plan Task Number: N/A (A recovery plan is not
presently written. This proposal, however, supports an
action program of the PCCRMP •

6. Task priority Number (1-3): 1

7. Description of project: This project will (1) survey Pine
Creek to provide information necessary for development of a
chemical treatment plan for Pine Creek and related
environmental documentation, (2) help fund the chemical
treatment and (3) support management of the Eagle Lake trout
(ELT) spawning run into Pine Creek during times when
hatchery personnel are not operating the Pine Creek fish
trap for egg taking purposes; the spawning run and barriers
in other tributary streams would also be managed.

Pine Creek surveys

Prior to chemically treating Pine Creek to remove exotic
brook trout for the purpose of restoring spawning and
rearing potential for ELT, all of the Pine Creek drainage,
including its headwaters in Triangle Lake, needs to be
surveyed and mapped for late summer flow plus fish and
invertebrate species that might be affected by the proposed
treatment. Spring and summer invertebrate surveys would
emphasize native species that may be unique to the drainage
as well as the more common species. The summer survey would
include an adult collection to further verify species. The
surveys are proposed for the 1995-96 fiscal year (FY)
(pretreatment survey) and 1997-98 FY (posttreatment survey) .



in recent years. There is no shortage of ELT since the
spawning runs to the Pine Creek trap provide far more eggs
than are needed for stocking Eagle Lake.
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In 1994 the USFWS received petitions to list the ELT under
the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) of 1973. The
USFWS currently classifies the species as a candidate,
Category 1 species. Concerns that support the candidate
status of ELT relate primarily to the complete absence of
natural spawning and total reliance on hatchery production.
Under these conditions, the natural evolution of the ELT
cannot continue.

Restoration of the natural evolution of the ELT depends on
restoration of the spawning and rearing potential of Pine
Creek, the goal of the PCCRMP. The PCCRMP has been
constructing restoration projects that are attempting to
restore the instream habitat, flows and remove barriers to
trout migration. Barriers at the State Highway 44 crossing
of Pine Creek should be eliminated by 1996 providing spawner
access to the upper reaches of Pine Creek where permanent
flows provide spawning and rearing potential. However, the
potential for successful spawning and rearing is presently
near zero because of a super dominant population of brook
trout which have eliminated all ELT from the upper drainage.
Chemical treatments are planned' in 1996 to eliminate all
brook trout so that ELT can be restored to this area and
again can be recruited naturally to Eagle Lake.

Prior to any chemical treatment, surveys must be made to
estimate and map flows in all stream reaches and
tributaries, identify springs and document fish
distribution. Invertebrate surveys will be required to
determine what invertebrates are present, including any that
may be unique or require special protection during the
treatment. Those surveys and the chemical treatment of the
drainage are a part of this multiyear project.

12. project Duration (All Past, Present and Planned seqments):
The Pine Creek surveys are proposed for the 1995-96 FY, the
chemical treatments in 1996-97 FY and the spawning run
management project in both 1995-96 and 1996-97 FY.

13. Federal/State Cost Share: state cost share will consist of
in-kind contributions of equipment, personal services and
overhead by Department personnel .
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Written reports summar~z~ng the survey results provided to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and other
interested parties near the end of the fiscal years.

Pine Cree~ Chemical Treatment

Two chemical treatments of the Pine creek drainage are
proposed in 1997 with the second treatment made about two
weeks following the first to ensure and document the
completeness of the first.

If surveys reveal that there any species of special concern
present in the drainage, a special treatment plan shall be
implemented.

An example of a special treatment, if necessary, would
provide for two separate treatments by dividing the creek
into two segments at US Forest Service Road 31 NOS where
there is a 6-foot jump to act as a barrier to upstream fish
migration. Prior to treatment a reasonable attempt shall be
made to remove any species of special concern for post
treatment reintroduction to the creek; these animals could
be temporarily held in the lower section if necessary. The
upper segment will be treated first and a potassium
permangante decontamination station will be set up about
half way down the perennial segment to ensure that no toxic
chemical enters the lower segment of Pine Creek. The upper
section will be retreated as previously described and, upon
certification that the desired results have been achieved,
the lower segment of Pine Creek will be treated in the same
manner as the first segment. There would be no need for
installation of any decontamination station in this terminal
segment since during the late summer the lower end of Pine
Creek is dry.

spawning Run Management

During normal and better water years, Pine Creek flows into
Eagle Lake for two to four months. During this period,
Department of Fish and Game hatchery personnel operate the
Pine Creek fish trap for about two to three weeks to spawn
ELT that presently provide for virtually all of the lake's'
trout recruitment. However, temporary personnel are
necessary to properly manage the run of ELT and other native
nongame species during the times that hatchery personnel are
not in attendance. This proposal would fund temporary help
to manage the spawning run when hatchery personnel are not
available. Emphasis would be on run monitoring, fish rescue
and residence at the trap cabin to provide a Department
presence to help prevent poaching and coordinate rescue
efforts with permanent Department personnel and the pUblic .
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other Eagle Lake tributaries including Papoose, Merrill,
'Little Merrill, Cleghorn and several unnamed tributaries
also have temporary spring flows that attract spawners but
which dry before many adults can return to the lake and
before the eggs can hatch.

Barriers are installed or are being installed on many of
these tributaries to keep the spawners close to the lake
where they have the best chance of returning to the lake or
being rescued. Temporary help for this spawning run
management program would help maintain these barriers and
rescue stranded spawners to minimize losses.

8. project Number if Continuing Segment of Existing project:
N/A.

9. Status of Progress Report Prepared for Previous project:
N/A.

10. project to be Completed by the Applicant State Agency or
Onder a Contract to an Outside Entity: Project work will be
conducted by Department personnel and a project subcontract
with Regents of the University of California for the
invertebrate studies.

11. Biological or Recovery Justification: The native Eagle Lake
rainbow trout is the only trout known to survive in the
highly alkaline water of Eagle Lake. The ELT was believed
extinct when the California Department of Fish and Game
became aware that a few of the original stock were still to
be found in the spring of the year in Pine creek, the
principal tributary stream of the lake. From these few
remaining specimens, an artificial propagation program was
undertaken by the Department. In 1958 approximately 5,000
six- to eight-inch trout were stocked in the lake. Since
then, the Department has gradually increased the size of the
plant so that now about 200,000 are planted each year.

since the fall of 1960 a sport fishery for the ELT has
developed, now providing quality fishing for large trout.
Planted trout weigh about one-half pound each when planted
in the spring or fall months. They typically grow to about
two pounds after one year in the lake and to over three
pounds after two years in the lake. Six-pound ELT are not
uncommon and trout to nearly 12 pounds are caught
occasionally. The exceptional size of trout in the catch is
due to their rapid growth rate and angling regulations which
limit their harvest. ELT feed extensively on small
invertebrates and on the native minnows, primarily tui
chubs.

The rehabiiitation of the ELT has been tremendously
successful. From a handful of spawners in 1956, the
spawning runs have increased to thousands of spawning fish



Job 1. Survey Pine Creek (about 13 miles of stream, numerous
potholes, seeps and springs and five lakes).

, •
Temporary help, (includes

data summary and report
writing assistance)

General expense
Vehicle operation (2

vehicles 75 miles/day,
50 days, $.25/mile)

Invertebrate surveys and
report

SUbtotal

Administrative overhead
at 22.5%

Total Federal share
Total State share

Total

Job 2. Chemical Treatment

Temporary help (2 months)
General expense travel (for

permanent and temporary
employees)

Equipment rental, fuel
Rotenone (418 gallons at

$55/gallon)

Subtotal

Administrative overhead
at 22.5%

Total Federal Share
Total State Share

Total

•
1995/96 FY 1996/97 FY 1997/98 FY
$10,500 $ 1,654

600 100
1,875 375

S 7,600 S 5,880

$20,575 $ 8,009

S 4,629 S 1,802
$25,204 $ 9,811
S 8,401 S 3,270
$33,605 $13,081

$ 3,150
$ 7,000

$ 5,000
$22,990

$38,140

$ 8,582

$46,722
$15,574
$62,296

Job 3. Spawning Run Management

$ 5,400 $ 5,664 $ 5,947

$ 1,215 $ 1,274 S 1, 338

$ 6,615 $ 6,938 $ 7,285
$ 2,205 $ 2,313 $ 2,428
$ 8,820 $ 9,251 $ 9,713

•

Temporary help (3 months)
General expense
Vehicle operation (40

miles/day 20 days/month,
3 months at $.25/mile in
1995-96 FY and $.26/mile
in 1996-97 FY)

Subtotal

Administrative overhead at
22.5%

Total Federal Share
Total State Share

Total

$ 4,500
$ 300
$ 600

$' 4,725
$ 315
$ 624

$ 4,961
$ 331
$ 655
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Total (Jobs 1, 2 and 3)

Total Federal Share
Total state Share

Total

1995/96 FY

$31,819
$10,606
$42,425

•
1996/97 FY

$53,660
$17,887
$71,547

1997/98 FY

$17,096
$ 5,698
$22,794

. 14. Other Information: this proposed project has been developed in
coordination with the PCCRMP which involves representation from the
public, Lassen County, Department of Fish and Game, US Forest Service,
USFWS, grazing interests and sportsmen.

DW/mrw:IFD1 WINHAMPP.ESA

•
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WATER BODY FACT SHEET

Region 6

Type of Problem/Need:

Wat.er Body Name: EAGLE LAKE (2) HU No. 637.30

Total Areal Extent.: 25,000 ac. Resource Type: Lakes and
Reservoirs

CWS Rating: Res. Val. 2; Uniqueness: 1 ; Magnitude Use: 2

Locat.ion: Lassen County

SUMMARY OF PROBLEMCS) OR CONCERNCS)

Fish kills
Elevated fish tissue levels
Eutrophication

Problem/need(s) and Source Descript.ion: Includes all surface
waters of HU. (See also Fact Sheet for Eagle Lake ground water
basin.) Supports $1 million fishery for rare trout; has large
breeding bird colonies. Lake is DFG "Pelican Point Significant
Natural Area" (SNA) for Eagle Lake rainbow trout, Eagle Lake tui
chub, double-crested cormorant, California gul~. (Cone Springs
in watershed is also SNA for federal candidate Eagle Lake
monk~yflower.) Sandhill cranes are also found in the watershed.
Over 200,000 visitor days/year, estimated 1 million angler
hours/yr. Problems: Local DO sag/fish kills, periodic algae
blooms. TSMP elevated Cu, possible ambient Pb problems, pH
criteria violations. Identified by Regional Board staff as
"highly erosive watershed". Erosion, sedimentation, reduced flow
in tributaries related to livestock grazing problems. Grant
funded CRMP habitat restoration projects under way for lake shore
and Pine Creek (2). Watershed is septic system prohibition area.
Needs: planning, monitoring (especially metals monitoring to
'identify source of elevated fish tissue levels); further
watershed restoration, NPS control, including continued Regional
Board staff participation in CRMP process; TMDL development.

Concern, 1

1. Specific Location: entire lake I
2. Type of Pollutants/Parameters: NUT
3. Method of Assessment: Measured
4. Water Quality Impaired or Threatened: Impaired-2
5. Major Beneficial Use Cat.egory Affect.ed: Aquatic
6. Type of Source(s): ONSI, RANG, ONPS
7. Areal Extent: 25,000 ac.
8. Programs Affected: WQC-PLAN, MONITOR, NPS, WDRNON15
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EAGLE LAKE (2)

Concern 2*

-page 2 of 3- Region 6

1. entire lake II
2. MET
3. Measured
4. Impaired-3
5. Aquatic
6. NATU, LDEV, BlMA, UNKN
7. 25,000 ac.
8. WQC-PLAN, MONITOR, NPS, WDRNON15

Concern 3*

1. entire lake III
2. SED
3. Best Professional Judgement
4. Impaired-
5. Aquatic
6. RANG, UNPS
7. 25,000 ac.
8. MONITOR, WQe-PLAN, NPS

Concern 4*

1. middle and north basins
2. DOX, ACI
3. Measured
4. Impaired-2
5. Aquatic
6. ONSI, RANG, ONPS
7. 125,000
8. WQC-PLAN, WDRNON15, MONITOR, NPS

Concern 5*

1. wetlands
2. BAB
3. Best Professional Judgement
4. Threatened-3
5. Aquatic
6. RANG
7.
8. MONITOR, WQC-PLAN, NPS
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EAGLE LAKE (2) -page 3 of 3-

Concern 6*

1. Pine Creek (2)
2. SED, HAB, FLO, MET
3. Measured
4. Impaired-l
5. Aquatic
6. RANG, UNPS
7. 34e mi.
8. MONITOR, NPS

Concern 7*

1. Triangle Lake
2. ACI
3. Measured
4.
5. Aquatic
6 • NATU, ATMO
7. 38 ac
8. MONITOR, NPS

Concern 8*

1. Cone Springs
2. BAB
3. Best Professional Judgement
4. Threatened
5. Aquatic
6.
7. 1e ac.
8. MONITOR, NPS

Region 6

e = areal extent of problem is estimated
* numbered parameters are for the same information categories

as in Concern 1.

Date Last Updated: 4/6/94


