State of California
Memorandum

Date:  revised November 24, 2004

To:
Potential Users of “R6.BasinPlan.Ammonia.WQ.Obj.xls”

From:

Bruce T. Warden, Ph.D.


California Regional Water Quality Control Board


Lahontan Region


2501 Lake Tahoe Boulevard


South Lake Tahoe, California 96150


(916) 542-5416  Fax (916) 544-2271
Subject:
Use of “R6.BasinPlan.Ammonia.WQ.Obj.xls”

Enclosed is the Excel Spreadsheet “R6.BasinPlan.Ammonia.WQ.Obj.xls,” for calculation of 1986 USEPA ammonia and ammonium water quality criteria as a continuous function of aqueous pH and temperature.  It requires only four user inputs.  The other cells containing formulas are locked to avoid accidental erasure or modification.  If for some reason you must unlock the cells, dos so with caution.  The program is pretty much self-explanatory, especially if you read the attachments, footnotes and references.  Tables from the California Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board Basin Plan (1995) are attached.  Note that these calculations do not use the 1999 update of the USEPA Ammonia Criteria, which are generally less protective of beneficial uses than the 1986 version adopted in the Region 6 Basin Plan.   

Please call me if you have any comments or questions.  

