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'i ' p/ 3. PRO JFCT DESCRIFI'ION w 
1 3.1 Project History 

The following information is taken from "Project Report, Santa h a - D e b i  Channel (FOl), 
Upper Newport Bay to San Diego Freeway and Paularino Channel (F03), From Newport 
Freeway to Harbor Boulevard" prepared for the Orange County Environmental Manage- 
ment Agency by Willdan Associates, July 1982. 

The Santa Ana-Delhi Channel and its tributaries drain approximately 11,000 acres 
principally located in Santa Ana and Costa Mesa. It appears that the land historically 
drained to the Santa Ana River; however, drainage was sluggish at best. The land probably 
flooded each time the Santa Ana River flowed. The area was marked with natural sumps 
and swamps. 

I 

I Around the turn of the century, farming interests began development of the land. In 1870, 
a community called Delhi was formed in the vicinity of Warner Avenue. The land was used 
for the production of sugar beets and several sugar factories were established in the area. 

As farming intensified and prospered, a better drainage system was required. It is probable 
that during the late 19th century, farming interests excavated a ditch to the Upper Newport 
Bay to drain the land since the river was now leveed and local drainage was blocked. 

In 1909, the Orange County Board of Supenisors formed the Delhi Drainage District. The 
district w& bounded roughly by FaLrview Street on the west, Edinger Street on the north, 
~ y f o r d  Road on the east, and the San Diego Freeway on the south. 

The early activities of the Delhi Drainage District are not well known, but it appears that 
the district maintained facilities which drained the area to Newport Bay. In 1929 the M c t  
acquired drainage easements between the Back Bay and approximately Newport Boulevard 
(approximately the boundary of the drainage district in this area) from The lnine Company. 
The Santa Ana-Delhi Channel followed approximately its existing alignment between 
Newport Bay and Sunflower Avenue, although it appears that the ditch upstream of 
Newport Avenue was on private lands, 

the late 1940s and early 1950s, the Orange County Flood Control District began 
:acquiring easements for the Santa Ana-Delhi Channel between the Back Bay and Sunfbwer 
Avenue. The Flood Control District, by agreement with the Delhi Drainage District and 
The f i e  Company, acquired Delhi easements downstream of Newport Avenue. The 
Flood Control District acquired easements at nominal cost between Newport Avenue and 
Sudower Avenue for the Santa ha-Delhi  chamel  formerly known as the "Main Ditch." 

The Flood Control District's 1955 Engineers Report included Santa Ana-Delhi Channel and 
S a m  Ana Gardens Chamel as projects F01 and F02, respectively. The subsequent 1956 
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~ocation of Sampling Sites 
BNB25 = Vaughns Launch 
BNB26 = Ski Zone 
CNBBC = Big Canyon Creek 
CNBSA = Santa Ana Delhi Channel /' 
CNBCD = San Diego Creek-campus Drive / 
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