ATM 08/29/01

Cloverdale Creek 

905.31

It is recommended that Cloverdale Creek be 303(d) listed for phosphorous and TDS.

Watershed Characteristics

Cloverdale Creek is located in the San Dieguito River Watershed. Uses for the Creek include municipal, domestic, and industrial service and process, and agricultural water supply.  It is used for contact and non-contact recreation, wildlife habitat, and warm freshwater habitat as well. (Need to confirm the location of this creek)
Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

Cloverdale Creek has exceeded both the TDS criteria of 500 mg/l and phosphorous (0.1 mg/l total P) for all samples (8 sampling events total) reported from May 1999 to March 2000. 

Evidence of Impairment
Sample results for TDS consistently exceed Basin Plan criteria of 500 mg/l. The TDS values ranged from 1390 to 1620 mg/l. Sample results for phosphorous indicate that samples exceed 0.1 mg/l for all eight sampling events.  The values ranged from 0.178 to 1.46 mg/l. 

Elevated phosphorous concentrations can contribute to excessive algal growth which can lead to eutrophic conditions and result in decreased water clarity, offensive odors, and a decrease in dissolved oxygen (DO) that is detrimental to aquatic life.  Additionally, contact and non-contact recreation beneficial uses may be impacted by offensive odors associated with excessive algal growth, constituting a nuisance. 

Elevated TDS concentrations in irrigation water can be deleterious to plants directly or indirectly through adverse effects on soil permeability.

Extent of Impairment

The entire length of Cloverdale Creek is impaired for TDS and phosphorous.

Potential Sources

Urban runoff and stormwater runoff from local dairies, agriculture, golf courses, and orchards

TMDL Priority

It is recommended that Cloverdale Creek be placed on the TMDL list as a moderate priority. 

Source References

Water quality standards were taken from the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin.  Water quality data taken from e-file on S-drive. E-mail from Jeffrey Pasek at SDWD dated 8/16/01.

