SAN DIEGO RIVER, Lower

Hydrologic Subarea #s 907.11, 907.12
NEW 303(d) LISTINGS
Arundo donax (giant reed)

WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES NOT ATTAINED
Arundo donax
There is no Basin Plan1 objective for invasive species.  However, this invasive plant directly challenges the intent of the Basin Plan to “preserve and enhance water quality and protect the beneficial uses of all regional waters.”1

EVIDENCE OF IMPAIRMENT
Arundo donax
Photos submitted to the Regional Board by a private citizen3 show several cases of infestation of A. donax along the San Diego River (lower segment, Santee area).  In addition, A. donax has been repeatedly reported to be established near Mission Trails Regional Park4,5, and is believed to have been imported by settlers in the 1800s4,5,6.

A. donax has been known to crowd out native species, and has a relatively high evapotranspiration rate, making water unavailable to natives and potentially lowering the water table6.  This impairs the WARM, COLD, WILD, and RARE beneficial uses.  Additionally, the grassy nature of A. donax makes it highly flammable, and thus can alter the fire regime of riparian and adjacent habitats6.  The aesthetic nuisance and impenetrable nature of A. donax patches impair the REC1 and REC2 beneficial uses.

EXTENT OF IMPAIRMENT
Arundo donax
Photos3 and discussion4,5 indicate that A. donax exists on the San Diego River between Carlton Hills Blvd Bridge down to Qualcomm Stadium.  The extent of impairment is therefore the entire lower portion of the river, which covers an area of approximately 20 miles

POTENTIAL SOURCES
Arundo donax
This invasive species was brought to Southern California by settlers in the 1800s4,5,6.  The plant was brought for several reasons, including erosion control for ditches, thatch roofing for homes, and feed for pigs and goats6.  Self-propagation has continued its spread throughout the watershed.

TMDL PRIORITY
Arundo donax
Low
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