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303(d) Fact Sheet Region 9 Water Quality Control Board

(Temecula Creek (lower) 902.50– no listing)

Summary of Proposed Action

Based on the available data no listing of impairment is recommended at this time.

303(d) Listing / TMDL Information

· Waterbody Name – Temecula Creek

· Hydrologic Unit – 902.50

· Total Waterbody Size – 9.2 miles 


· Potential Pollutants / Stressors – TDS

· Suspected Sources – development/urban runoff? agricultural activities? natural sources?

· Extent of Impairment – none


· TMDL Priority –  N/A
Watershed Characteristics

Santa Margaritaxe "Otay Hydrologic Unit" Hydrologic Unit is a rectangular area of approximately 750 square miles.  It includes portions of US Marine Corps’ Camp Pendleton, as well as the civilian populations of Murrieta, Temecula, and part of Fallbrook. The Santa margarita Hydrologic Unit is comprised of the following nine hydrologic areas: the Ysidora, Deluz, Murrieta, Auld, Pechanga, Wilson, Cave Rocks, Aguanga and Oak Grove Hydrologic Areas. Annual precipitation ranges from less that 12 inches near the coast to more than 45 inches inland near Palomar Mountain. The major surface water storage areas are Vail Lake and O'Neil Lake.1 

Santa Margaritaxe "Otay Hydrologic Unit" Hydrologic Unit is drained largely by the Santa Margarita River, Murrieta Creek and the Temecula Creek.  Temecula Creek flows northwesterly from the eastern slope of the Palomar Mountains and then flows southwest through a series of valleys around the northeastern slope of the mountains until it reaches the confluence with Murietta Creek  to form the Santa Margarita River.  The Santa Margarita then flows approximately 27 miles to the Pacific Ocean. The coastal Santa Margarita Lagoon is at the mouth and lies within the Camp Pendleton Naval Reservation of the US Marine Corps.  The slough at the mouth of the river is normally closed off from the ocean by a sandbar.1  The Santa Margarita River provides groundwater recharge to Camp Pendleton’s only domestic water supply. 1,2 
Water Quality Objectives Not Attained (or Objectives being Attained for Delisting)

The designated beneficial uses for Murrieta Creek includes MUN, AGR, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD, WILD and PROC.1  Since this waterbody is designated as MUN, drinking water standards were used as criteria.   Data shows exceedances of secondary drinking water MCLs and for Basin Plan objectives.

Evidence of Impairment

Based on grab sampling conducted by the SDRWQCB in June 1998 high TDS levels were measured.  However since there was only a single grab sample taken, a listing is not recommended at this time.2 

Extent of Impairment (or Extent of Attainment)

N/A.

Potential Sources

Unknown

TMDL Priority

N/A
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