Aliso Creek (901.130) – 303(d) Fact Sheet

Region 9 In-house Monitoring

Aliso Creek should be 303(d) listed due to the presence of elevated levels of ammonia-nitrogen and phosphorous.

Watershed Characteristics

Aliso Creek is a 7.20 mile waterway in the San Juan Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: AGR, REC1, REC2, WARM and WILD1. The mouth of the creek is currently on the 1998 303(d) list because of high coliform counts from non-point sources.

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

Region 9 1Basin Plan water quality standards for ammonia as nitrogen, total phosphate at phosphorous and for total dissolved solids were exceeded at two locations.  

Evidence of Impairment

See Table 1 for concentrations in excess of 1Basin Plan Standards.  Nitrate-N and Nitrite-N were not in excess of water quality standards.  While total dissolved solids (TDS) did exceed water quality standards, turbidity did not.  Each of the two sites were only sampled once.  Data is inconclusive in showing impairment of water quality, but do merit further investigation.  Ammonia-nitrogen and phosphorus data do provide supporting evidence to other studies.

Extent of Impairment

The Pacific Park Dr / Oso Parkway site is located approximately in the middle of the creek, while Country Club Rd is located further downstream near Pacific Coast Highway.  At a minimum, the extent of impairment is most likely from the middle of the creek to the mouth.

Potential Sources

Unknown

TMDL Priority

In conjunction with other data sets, a high TMDL priority is recommended for phophorus and nitrogen.

Notes

Sediment concentrations will not be evaluated unless a link to water quality is found.  Water quality standards for Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen and for Orthophosphate were not found.

Information Sources

1 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (9), 1994
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