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SWRCB will receive public comments regarding the Federal Clean Water Act
Section 303(d) list of State's impaired surface waters at the May 14, 1998 Workshop.
The attached public notice requesting written comments no later than May 4, 1998 has
been mailed to all interested parties. Based on the letters and inquiries we have received
to date, it appears that this will be a controversial agenda item for the May 14, 1998
Workshop. We ask that RWQCB staffwho compiled their Region's Section 303(d) list
prepare responses to the written comments which SWRCB may receive prior to the
Workshop. Attached are those comment letters that we have received for your Region's
Section 303(d) list and we will continue to make the comment letters available to you as
soon as we receive them.

The RWQCB staff should be prepared to mail out copies of your Region's Section 303(d)
list submittal package if requested by interested parties. Funher, we ask that RWQCB
staffbe present at the SWRCB Workshop to answer any questions dealing with the list.

Please call me at 916/657-0756 (CALNET 437-0756) if you have any questions on this
subject. You may also call Michael Perrone, Chief of the Monitoring and Assessment
Program, at 916/657-0660 (CALNET 437-0660).

Attachrnent(s)

cc: Fresno, Redding, and Victorville Offices

Bruce Gwynne, NCRWQCB
Tom Mumley, SFBRWQCB
Greg Bartow, SFBRWQCB
Angela Carpenter, CCRWQCB
Karen Worcester, CCRWQCB
Debbie Smith, LARWQCB

(Continued next page)

Our mission is to preserve and enlrance tire quality ofCalifornia's water resources. alld
ensure their proper allocation and ~fficient use/or tile benefit a/present alldjlllttre generatiolls.
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All Regional Water Quality Control -2-
Board Executive Officers

cc: (Continuation page)

Mark Smythe, LARWQCB
Sue Yee, CVRWQCB
Judy Unsicker, LRWQCB
Ray Lukens, CRBRWQCB
Hope Smythe, SARWQCB
Linda Pardy, SDRWQCB

bc: Walt Pettit
Executive Director

Dale Claypoole
Deputy Director

Barbara Evoy, OSC

SMA:doris:4/15/98, 4/17/98
:\request. doc

Ollr mission is to preserve and enhance the quality a/California's water reSOl/rces, and
ensl/re their proper allocation and efficient use/or the benefit a/present and/u/llre generations.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOI)

CONSIDERATION OF CALIFORNIA'S
LIST OF IMPAIRED SURFACE WATERS PURSl:ANTTO

FEDERAL CLEAN WATER Acr SEcrlON 303(d)

Thursday May J4 J998 - 9'00 jl rn

First-Floor Hemng Room
Paul R. Bonderson Building

90 I 'P' Street
Sacramento, California
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901 PSIrUI
SacnmcnlO. C...
93114
(916) 637-4660
FAX (916) 6S7·23I&

l'tOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that public workshop will be held by the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to seek public comments on its proposed ad )ption of
a statewide list of impaired surface waters pursuant to Federal Clean Water Act (.:WA).
Section 303(d). The SWRCB will not make any decision reg:lrding the list at this
workshop. The list will be adopted by the SWRCB at its May 27. 1998 regullU' BO:l1'd
meeling.

BACKGROUND
Section 303(d) of the CWA requires stales to identify waters that do not meet applicable
water quality staJ1dards with technology-based controls alone. Applicable standardS
include the designated beneficial use and the adopted water quality objective. The list '
must include a description of the pollutants causing impairmenl md a priority ranking of
the waters for purposes of developing Total Maximum Daily Loads (!MOL). The
TMDL is the maximum load of a pollutant that can be disch:ll'ged from point and
nonpoint sources without exceeding water quality staJ1dards. States:lre required to
submit the Section 303(d) list and TMDL priorities to U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) for approval in even-numbered years.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 1998 SECTION 303Cd) LIST WITH TMDL
PRIORImS
SWRCB guidance for the 1998 water quality assessment update outlined the procedures
for each of the nine Regional Water Quality Control BO:lrds (RWQCB) to conduct its
update of the Section 303(d) list and TMDL priorities. The Section 303(d) Listing
Guidelines for California, which were developed by a task force ofSWRCB, RWQCB
and U.S. EPA staff. included listing and delisting factors. priority ranking;'targeting and
scheduling, and public notice procedures. The RWQCBs prepared their Section 303(d)
list and TMDL priorities based upon review ofcurrent monitoring information, .,
solicitation ofinformation from other state and federal agencies. and comments received-
fro.., interested panies at public:: meetings. SWRCB staffhas compiled a statewide
Section 303(d) list and TMDL priorities based on the nine RWQCBs' adopted lists.

SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS
Written comments on the statewide Section 303(d) list, with TMDL priorities. must b.e
submitted by fa"( or mail. post marked no later than May 4. 1998, to:

Michael PerronelDivision of Water Quality
State Water Resources Control BO:lrd
P.O. Box 944213
Sacramento, CA 94244-2130
Fax: (916) 657-2388

Commenters are requested to restrict their comments to comments that they made betore
the RWQCB. The SWRCB will not, without good C:luse, consider comments not
previously made to the RWQCB,. To show good C3use a commenler must demonstrate .
thllt the comments were either improperly excluded by the RWQCB or that the comments
could not have been presented to the Regional Board., " '

OlD' __ " "'",.._oIIti~d.. .,.."J1",ofCUljtJrrritl~ _, ,.._L ,,""
_1M."".,.,.,"'1_ GrId .J/lcltllfl -farI.~IofPN-,oIItijll"". ",..rvIIOlU.



SWRcn APPROVAL PROCESS
SWRCB will receive comments on the sutewide Scction 303(d) list with TMDL

. priorities nt its Mny 14, 1998 regular Board Workshop. Interested pnrties Illny sUlllmnrizl.:
, their written comments and present nny additional pertinent remnrks lit the Workshop.
Time limitlltions may be imposed on oml presentntions. Persons with similnr views ar~

encoumged to makc joint presentlltions. The llctu:ll npprovlIl orthe statcwidt: lists will
take place at the SWRCB's May 27,1998 regulnr Bonrd meeting at the Bondc:rson
Building in Sncramento. SWRCB will subsequently submit the approved stniewid~

Section 303(d) list to U.S. EPA for their approval.

PARKING AND ACCESSIBILITY
The Bonderson Building, site of the SWRCB Workshop. is accessible to persons with
disabilities. The building nnd public parking locations nre indicated on the mnp shown
below.

REQUEST FOR THE SEOION 3Q3(d) LIST WITH TMDL PRIORITIES AND
OTHER INFORMATION
Please call Jan Hisao at (916) 657-1114 to receive a copy of the Section J03(d) list with
TMDL priorities. In order to conserve energy and resources, please specify the RWQCB
or the water body ofyour interest

The SWRCB workshop and meeting agendas and this item cnn be accessed through the
Internet at the SWRCB's web site (http://W.NW.swrcb.ca.gov). To receive copies of these
documents through the mail, please call Maureen Marche at (916) 657-0990.

Please call Michael Perrone, Chief of the SWRCB's Monitoring and Assessm~nt

Program. at (916) 657-0660 for further information.

Date: April 14, 1998

I'

Parking: GEi

1. Slale Garage

SY.75 per hall hOu:

2. Slate Garage

50.75 per hall hour
3. SO.OO per day max

4. 56.00 per day max
5. SS.SO per day max

6. SO.oo per day max
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.. ' '. State'Water Resow.~es .contro(Board ::... . . '., , ' ..':"":':.:. ::.... .... ; .... .'
.' P.O. Box. 100 .:.' -. : ,". '.. : .. ' .. .. '.

S~cramento,CA 95812' ~ Q.I00 : .: .... '..: ., .. . ,. ..' ". .... . R.EC' E·I·: V'E (
.. ,: .,', •.. :'. .:: .•. ,';. • '. "0' .•0.. ..."0"· . • . '. :. '. .•

.. .... ..: ·.··R~·:·· ~.':·.:~eq~t·f~r.~~~~~ti~~·OfSbit~ ~~~4 p~~~ ~d~"~~'~~~~'~~f:~ec~on ~03(d? ..:.. , APR ··<lREC1J
.·· .. D~atMr.Petit:.:. ". :: : ··0·.. ··.· ' ;. ..•... , ;./ : ' ~G~'

· ;.' .<;:BE;s ~~mbe~ h~v~'~ vicill i~te~st in protectio~ of S·~ F~d~coBay' ~~CBE is'afounding' . ". ~Xl:CUi~lvi:. OFF'ie
me~b~·.of the,.California Zero D~oxin' Expos~e Alliari.ce. We Wrice to as~ for a clear .writt~n. ~xpla~ .. . ~ I ('D

.. nauon ofthe State· Baard's process for addI:essmg public concerns and.eVlpence under sect1o~ 303(d) ~"7F6
of the Clean-Water Act, as. discussed below: '.: .: ... . I •. . . TP1.J)

. 'Thi~ 'expi~~~on:is ~ec~s~~ b~ca~~ s~rio~~ ~~w~ ;n.theS~'s.pUb~~ p~~ess ~d~~·se9tiDn.·303(d)· .. ' ~~. p;~11
. ~ave restncted' publ~c paruclpanon: The ~;F. Bay RegIonal Board's 'only wntten advance public. '., . .'
notice ~fits 3~(d) action aid not.contain the word"dioxin" despite obviollspublic concern and was .. ' ..P.~
an inadequate pu.blic:notice (see the January 7, 1998 staff report). Regional Board staff declined our .
requests for. a meeting.to discuss the issue in advance of the February ~8, 1998 he:lI'ing for Board

: .action. ~ew written rationale dated February 9, 1998 was not made available to us ~til this. ..
.:.. Eebruary.l~thhearing.: At ~e hearing the' Regional Board, incorporated evi.dence. (see Item 12) into '.

. '.. the record. of itS 303(d) decision that it agrees supports a "high priority for imIIiediate action". on·
.: .' dioxin. yet contradicted this ev:idence in,its~ecision ~~thout ad~quate.explanation.· ....'

. :;. . .Fu~~r~we·have no.t;rec~iv~d ili~· Regi~n~ Bo:a:rd;s full writt~ ratiori.ti~ fo~ i~ d~ci~ion;~d i~ ' ..' .,
..:.: ,,: .' remains ·un~le:u:.whether ell!. supplemental comments ~d the comments of the Allianc~ were ~ade
. . available to the Regional and State Boards 'and properly con.sidered.. Nor has Regional Board staff.. '.

. ' agreed. to 'discuss the matter with us after the February hearing. as the RegioIial Bo~ had suggested .
". . at ~ts hearing." F'mally, we were consist~ntly disc'ow;aged from seeking State Board. review of this .. '.~ '.. ..,

: .: Regional.Board 'decision until M;arch 7.7, 1998.' Then, jUst three business days before the-April.'l!.. ' '.
"1998 deadline for state·303(d) submittal to USEPA,we were informed of a "management decision".:'

.. tocomplece a substantive ,review of these .regionalboa,rd actions. We ha~e: 'yet to be to~d exactly how. .... ..
we may p~cipate .in this new re'o(iew' process.. . ':'. . ..' . ,'. :.' .

'. O~r:right to ~~cip~te i~' ~s critic:lliy 'imp'~rt~t w~er quality' planning pro~ess ~the 'S~e lev~l ..
· . ~~ been restricted unfairly. Accordingly, ~e respectfuUy request a writte::t' explanati(~lD ~hich . .
'- answers three process questions:·' . .~ ..: .. : . :'. .' '.' . ...

· :·.·:~1i~:l'is ydu;'deadiine for pub.lie coin~e~t mi your' review of ~~~Dli.I Bo~ deciSIons l:n.der "., .' ..
section 303(d)? ..;. : '. .: ..' . ". . ..' .

... :.';·WLll you.su'pPly ·t~···U~ the 'com~Ie~ ~ri~~ri r~c~'rd of theRegionalB'oar~i's ~onal~..for its.·acion
.~' .' '. '., under section 303(d) at least 30'days in ·advance.of your comment deadline? ......".:.. . .

. ~ Wh~n will ;ou· s~hedui~ ariy-wor~hops ~d he:lI'ings to ~nsider the~e decisions. and ~onimentS: . '. :
.:' and when will you' submit your.final 3Q.3(d).decision·to the·USEPA? ..........: .

':Thank you i~ adv~ce fb~'you~help wich ·tlii~ 'p~blic:~~ce~~' p~ble~:~~.de:idli~e for' action .
: 'under section 303(d) is tomorrow, we respectfully request this processinforma~on ~soon.as .pra~t1-· ..

'. ·cable. I look forward to working w.ith you and your staff for .needed i~provements 1D water quality .
'. ." . and health- protection throiigh this planrung process~ . ", . . .

':~S~=:f,2):';' ' '. . ..' .....
,/~, . . .:'..'. . . '.:. : " . .' . ~ ~ . . '.' :".:'

. '.' . . ":.,'. Greg' Karras·, . .... '.' . . ':....... -' .. ..
: "'; ". ·"Senior Scientlst . ... ..... . ". . :. '.. . . ' .

. :. :." .. . : .... .. . ,. . .~.. . . . ..
. -. :. cc: USEPA '.. :. : .. ' . '. '.. .' '. . . .. :' .. r:. ": ". . . '. '. . ' ".
>. $'00 .Howard··S·treet· S~ite' '50'6 • San. Fril~cisc'o'; cA 94109"~ (4'15') 243~8373

I • ~. ....'. . . . . •• . ••

.... . :. .: In Southern California: 605 W. Olympic.Blvd., S¢te 850·· Lo~ Angeles, CA- 900~5 ~ (213) ~6-5114 .. . . ..... '" ':' .. . "

. chlorine-Fre~ '10~'l'o po~t~~~umer o~-
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March 20, 1~98 John J. Larmon
Dir=Dw 6191'1'·3217
Im«nc: iil@prac:opio.l:Om

VIA FACSIMILE AND CERTIF'TED
MAat RETURN RECEIPT REOJItSTED

John Caffi-ey, Chainnan
California State Water Resources Control Board
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

,Re: San Diego Unified Port D~'triet'sPetition for Review ofrhe Clean Water Act
Section 303(d) List Adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, San Diego Region

Dear Mr. Caffrey: '

On March 12, 1998, the San Diego Unmed Port District (the uDistric:") filed a petition
with tbe California State Water Resources Control Board (the "State Board") requesting, that it
review the decisioIl of the Califomia Regional Water Quality Control Board., San Diego Rt:=7j,oIl
(the "Regional Board''') to adopt Resolution 98-11, approving the R.egional Board's proposed list

. ofimp~in:d water bodies pursuant to Clean Water Act Section 303(d). 'Ibis list was adopted by
the Regional Board on February 11, 1998 and submitted to the State Board for its reyi.ew and
approval. 1

Under the Clean Water Act, the State Board must submit its final Section J03(d) Jist Lo
the United States 'Environmental Protection Agency (uEPA") by April 1, 1998. This deadline
gives the State Board a. very short period of time to review ilnd submit to EPA the various 303(d)
Jists prepared by the nine regional boards in California. In light oftllese time constraints, the
District specifically requested in its March 1~ 1998 petition that its appeal be beard on an
expedited basis, However, even an expedited hearing may not allow the State Board to consider
the merits of the District's appeal prior to the April I, 1998 submission deadline. Therefore, the
District requests that the State Board ask EPA to extend by At least 45 days ~e time in

'The Di:llrict's fJetiuc)D appeals the Fcbnwy 11. 1998 llCtion by the Rr::gionnl EolItd lUlU. in the ll1tc:mlltive.
TCqucsts de: novo review OfU1C: ~tiC1n 303(d) Li:sr by the StOlte Board.

;'

"
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John Caffrey, Chainnan
Page 2
March 20, 1998

which the State Board must submit the Section 303(d) Iut for the San Diego Region. The
District is informed and believes that EPA has granted a. similar extension of time to the State
Board with regard to the 303(d) list being prepared by the Los Angeles Regiona.l Board.

Please notify us at your earliest convenience if the State Board will or wilt not request a
303(d) filing extension from EPA Thank you for your continued attention to this matter.

Very truly yours.

~L·2,_'-~

John 1. Lormon ¥"i
JJUDPH:mkk

cc: Craig Wilson, Counsel for California State Water Resources Control Board
David Smith. United States Environme"'ltal Protection Agency, Region IX
David Merk, San Diego Unified Port District
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