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samples, (2) the small number of stations, (3) the fact that the stations appear to relative to the entire Bay, (5)
the age of the data, aud (6) the fact that the data only relates to fish tissue, rather than sediment or water column
quality. These deficiencies, coupled with the readily available evidence of low sediment levels of PCBs in the
Bay, lead to the conclusion that the “weight-of-the-evidence™ approach has not been satlsﬁed

3 All readlly available evidence was not utilized.

The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board has collected a considerable body of evidence
regarding PCB levels in San Diego Bay sediments. The Regional Board has derived sediment chemistry levels
for use in evaluating the feasibility of shoreline cleanups to background sediment conditions from a pool of San
Diego Bay reference stations. This pool of reférence stations was sampled during three independent sediment
quality investigations: (1) Southern California Right 1998 Regional Monitoring Program, (2) 2001 Mouth of
Chollas Creek and Mouth of Poleta Creek TMDL studies, and (3) 2001 NASSCO and Southwest Marine
‘Sediment Investigation. Eighteen stations within San Diego Bay made up the Baseline Pool. Analysis of the

- data from this sampling pool shows background levels for PCBs averaging 84 ug/kg. This level is dramatically
below the PCB sediment guideline values in the State Water Board's Listing Guidelines, which range from 400-
+676 ug/kg. Thus, major portions of San Diego Bay have dramatically lower levels of PCBs in sediments than
the guideline values of the Listing Policy. Based on this evidence, the listing in inappropriate.

4. The State Water Board’s development of Sediment Quality Objectives is a more appropriate
approach to sediment issues for entire water bodies, such as the San Diego Bay.

The State Water Board is required by statute to adopt Sediment Quality Objectives as part of a
comprehensive program to protect existing and future beneficial water uses within California’s enclosed bays
and estuaries. These objectives must be adopted by February 28, 2007. Given this statewide effort, a decision _
to list an entire water body for a sediment water quality problem is premature.

For the above reasons, the San Diego Port Tenant’s Association respectfully requests the removal of the
proposed listing of San Diego Bay for PCBs from the new 303(d) list.
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