
Date: July 3, 2012 

 

Ms. Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board 

State Water Resources Control Board 

1001 “I” Street, 24
th

 Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Via email to commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov 

 
SUBJECT: SRCSD Comment Letter - Amendment to the Recycled Water 

Policy 

 
Dear Ms. Townsend: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the subject 

document. The following comments are being provided by the Sacramento 

Regional County Sanitation District (SRCSD) related to the May 7, 2012 

proposed amendment titled Requirements for Monitoring Constituents of 

Emerging Concern for Recycled Water. SRCSD provides recycled water for 

landscape irrigation in south Sacramento County and complies with the 

requirements of the State’s policies and NPDES permit requirements related to 

recycled water use. SRCSD is generally supportive of the proposed 

amendment to the Recycled Water Policy (Policy). However, we are providing 

comments and recommendations related to future efforts the State Water 

Resources Control Board, the Science Advisory Panel and other experts may 

undertake related to constituents of emerging concern (CECs).  

 

The Recycled Water Policy and many other documents published by the State 

related to CECs focus on wastewater as a source of CECs. While CECs may 

enter the environment through discharges from runoff, storm water, wastewater 

and recycled water projects, CECs originate from the manufacture and use of 

products such as pharmaceuticals, fertilizers and pesticides.  

 

It is a challenging effort to evaluate and regulate CECs and to determine 

effective methods to test and treat water impacted by these complex chemical 

compounds that are present in trace levels. We recommend, to the extent 

possible, that the State Water Board, the Department of Public Health and the 

Scientific Advisory Panel engage the product manufacturers in future efforts 

related to evaluating CECs and their impacts. 
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The scientific expertise of the product manufacturers would be extremely valuable in assisting the 

State and its Scientific Advisory Panel in the assessment of CECs and their impact to the 

environment, including; 

 

 Evaluation of fate and transport and environmental disposition, 

 Development of analytical methods and bioanalytical methods, 

 Assessment of human and ecological effects and routes of exposure, and 

 Analysis and development of treatment and removal technologies. 

 

SRCSD supports the concept of product stewardship that involves a combined responsibility of 

consumers, government agencies and product manufacturers working collaboratively to reduce the 

impact of product waste on public health, the environment and the economy. Manufacturers should 

actively participate in the scientific evaluation required for the entire life cycle management of their 

products and the associated monitoring and treatment from the waste derived from these products so 

their impacts to the environment, including impacts to water quality, can be minimized. 

 

SRCSD supports the comments related to the proposed amendment provided in separate, joint letters 

by Tri-TAC, the Central Valley Clean Water Association, the Association of California Water 

Agencies, the  California Association of Sanitation Agencies and from WateReuse of California. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Policy amendment. If you have 

questions regarding SRCSD’s comments, please contact me at (916) 876-6092 or 

Mitchellt@sacsewer.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Terrie Mitchell 

Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Manager 

 

cc: Stan Dean, District Engineer 

 Prabhakar Somavarapu, Director of Policy and Planning 
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