Public Workshop
Landscape Irrigation
Deadline: 6/26/08 by 12 p.m.
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State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street, 24th Floor,
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JUN 25 2008

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

Attn: Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board
(commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov)

Re: - Comment Letter — Landscape Irrigation General Permit
Dear Chair Doduc and Members of the Bqard: '

The California Section of the WateReuse Association (WateReuse) appreciates
the opportunity to submit these comments in response to the Board’s scoping request
under the California Environmentai Quality Act (CEQA). WateReuse is a non-profit
~ organization that promotes responsible stewardship of the State’s water resources by
maximizing the safe, practical, and beneficial use of recycled water. These comments
reflect our commitment to help California achieve increased sustainable water supplies
through water reuse.

As you know, recycled water is fundamental to the State’s water supply and
economic future. In 1997, the Legislature adopted statewide goals to recycle water:
700,000 acre-feet by 2000 and 1,000,000 acre-feet by 2010. The State did not achieve
the goal set for 2000 and may not meet the goal set for 2010. In 2003, California’s
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Recycled Water Task Force' identified the major barriers to meeting the recycled water
goals including regulatory and permitting practices that result in inconsistencies, delays,
increased project costs, and overly burdensome requirements on water reuse.

Assemblymember De La Torre’s intent in authoring Assembly Bill
1481(AB 1481) was cleariy to: (1) “create a uniform interpretatlon of state standards to
ensure the safe, reliable use of recycled water for landscape irrigation uses consistent
with state and federal water quality law”; and (2) simplify and expedite the permitting
process. This intent is consistent with and a logical outgrowth of the Task Force
Recommendations.

Our comments are offered to assist the Water Board in its CEQA process to
appropriately scope the project, identify alternatives to the project and analyze the
si gn;ﬁcance of the 1mpacts of both the project and its alternatives.
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- The scope of the pro_gect*should be clearly defined as develomng a permit that

gen:m“,;:aul'ages and facilitates the use of recycled water for landscape irrigation.

: i

%é Landscape 1mgau;on shoi]ld be defined broadly and should reflect the range of

 current urban recycled water uses. These uses include commercial, institutional,
industrial, and municipal landscape irrigation. The Water Board should work in concert
with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to assure coordinated definitions of
“landscape™ between this permit and DWR’s Model Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance. This level of state agency coordination will assist local implementation
efforts and serve to further the shared goal of water use efficiency.

The Water Board must be mindful that an overly restrictive permit, or one that
artificially limits the definition of “landscape irrigation,” would actually discourage . -
recycled water use, run afoul of AB 1481, and fall outside the scope of the project.

 Benefits of Recycled Water Use .
" Because the project definition is to encourage the use of recycled water, the

CEQA document must properly address the impacts of this increased use, and our
scoping comments on impacts and mitigations are described below. :

! Chaired by then Water Board member Richard Katz, the Recycled Water Task Force’s membership
represented federal, state, and local government, public health, and other private and public sector interests
and produced: Water Recycling 2030, Recommendations of Caly"omza 's Recycled Water Task Force (June
2003)
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However, we believe that this CEQA analysis also affords the Water Board an
important opportunity to clearly articulate and quantify the benefits of using more
recycled water statewide. Clearly articulated, well quantified benefits are absolutely
necessary if the Water Board is to meet its obligations under Resoiution 68-16 (the
Anti-Degradation Policy) to “assure that...the highest water quality consistent with
maximum benefit to the people of the State will be maintained.”

When locaily produced recycled water is used, in lieu of potable or raw water, for
irrigation the State realizes the following beneﬁts that must be considered i in the CEQA
analysis:

* Urban demands on surface and groundwater are reduced. The California Water
Plan indicates that these can be reduced by as much as 1 .4 million acre-feet
annually through water recycling efforts.

» Wastewater discharges are reduced by the amount of water recycled, effectively
minimizing the discharge of pollutants to waters of the state and enhancing
California’s comphance with the federal Clean Water Act.

>  Environmental water conflicts are reduced because an alternative supply is
avatlable for urban use. This alternative supply greatly increases the flexibility of
the State’s water system and enhances the ability to make environmental water
available at the right time and in the right quantities to support ex1stmg wildlife
habitat and assist with the recovery of endangered and threatened species..

* Energy demands and concomitant greenhouse gas emissions are reduced because
water is produced and used locally rather than pumped from great distances. A

recently published report The Role of Recycled Water in Energy Efficiency and
Greenhouse Gas Reduction, the California Sustainability Alliance found that

“[f]or the four agencies studied?, the annual energy and carbon benefits of
accelerated development of available tertiary and secondary recyclable water
totals 1,400 gigawatt hours and 540,000 metric tons of CO2 — about 16% of
California’s annual energy efficiency goals.” .

For the purposes of CEQA compliance the Water Board must recognize the part
that increased recycled water use can play in achieving the greenhouse gas reduction
goals outlined in AB 32.

% The four agencies studied include: (1) Inland Empire Utilities Agency; (2) City of Ontario; (3) City of
San Diego; and (4) Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.
http://www.fypower.org/pdf/CSA_RecycledH20.pdf.

Recycling Water to Meet the World’s Needs
National Office: 635 Slaters Lane, 3" Floor, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 « 703-684-2409 « 703-548-3075 (fax)
CA Section Office: 915 L Strect, Suite 1000 * Sacramento, California 95814 » 916-442-2746 » 916 442-03%82 (Fax)
Www.watereuse.org




