Public Workshop
Landscape Irrigation
Deadline: 6/26/08 by 12 p.m.
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June 25, 2008

Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board E E @ E " M E
1001 1 Street, 24 Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814 | JUN 2 6 2008

Sent via email to: commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

RE: Comment Letter-Landscape Irrigation'General Permit

Dear Ms. Townsend,

The Central Valley Clean Water Association (CVCWA) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the scope of the General Statewide Permit for Landscape Irrigation (General Permit).
CVCWA is a non-profit organization comprised of 60 wastewater treatment and collection
agencies in the Central Valley. Many of CVCWA's member agencies currently recycle water
and/or are considering new water recycling projects. We strongly advocate that the General
Permit be developed though a stakeholder process and request participation in that process.

CVCWA believes that it is very important for this effort to establish a statewide general permit
that expedites the permitting process to help increase the use of water recycling in the State,
while preventing adding to the regulatory burden or requiring duplicative efforts or permits. This
concept is clearly specified in AB 1481, which requires:

(1) Except as provided by modification of the general permit, a person eligible for coverage under
the general permit pursuant to subdivision (d) is not required to become or remain subject to
individual waste discharge requirements or water reclamation requirements.

{2} For a landscape irrigation use of recycled water, a person who is subject to general or

individual waste discharge requirements prescribed pursuant to Section 13263 or 13377, or is

subject to individual or master water reclamation requirements prescribed pursuant to Section

13523 or 13523.1, may apply for coverage under the general permit adopted pursuant to this
- section in lieu of remaining subject to requirements prescribed pursuant to those sections.

Our comments to the questions posed in the scoping notice are formatted in jtalics.
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Eligibility Criteria

s What uses of recycled w'ater should be considered “landscape irrigation” uses?

AB 1481 enumerates non-potable water uses, including, but not limited to, irigation uses for
cemeteries, golf courses, parks, and highway landscaped areas where recycled water is a
better use of our water resources. These uses could clearly be expanded upon to include
other similar uses, such as building and parking lot landscaping, industrial uses, etc.
However, the definition should clearly distinguish between recycled water projects where
recycled wafer is used in lieu of another source (e.g. potable water supply) and those pro;ects
where ftreated effluent is applied for disposal purposes or agricultural crop/fodder irrigation.
The uses under the General Permit could include recycled water application for all non-crop

] im‘gaﬁon pU(poses

_ ln addiﬁoﬁ ,s%orage ponds may be used at goif courses, parks, efc. fo store recycled water
during the penods of low irrigation demand and to provide an adequate supply during periods
of high demand iThe State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) should
consider covenng this type of storage in the General Penmt

o Who éilbllld be ellglble for coverage under the General Permit? (e.g., producer,
v e n e diStriDUtOTS;-USErS, etc.)?

The General Permit should either completely replace all types of recycled water permits or
i should only be required when coverage is not available under another permit. Therefore, in -
response fo the specific question, the general permit should allow for coverage to all.

Duplicative permits should not be required. A current benefit of a master reclamation permit

| : is that individual users are not required fo seek individual coverage permits, thus avoiding
additional regulatory burdens and costs. Agencies that operate under a master reclamation
permit should be allowed to retain the ability operate under this permit for all types of recycled
use or the General Permif should cover all these activities, so that duel permits are not
required. Additionally, users should be allowed fto continue to seek coverage under a Master
Reclamation permit or the General Permit through the recycled water supplier, rather than
through individual permits.

» What are appropriate eligibility “criteria” and why? . \

CVCWA suggests that the State Water Board approach eligibility through those not eligible
for coverage, rather than trying to define narrow criteria. Future decisions on the permitting
strategy will likely address this question.

¢ Should certain areas be excluded from eligibility (e.g., wetlands, vulnerable
surface waters, or unique public resources such as Lake Tahoe Basin or the
California Coastal Zone)?

CVCWA does not recommend that the General Permit exclude specific areas; rather if such
exclusions are made, they should be made through a basin planning effort. It is important to
recognize and remember that recycled water is a resource. Exclusion of recycled water
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