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June 26, 2008

Ms. Tam Dodug, Chair

and Members of the Board
State Water Resources Controt Board
P.O. Box 100 : '
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 ‘ SWRCB EXECUTIVE
Attention: Jeanie Townsend, Clerk to the Board

Via Electronic Mail and U.S. Mail - | ﬁE @ E _ M E
| JuN 26 28

Dear Chair Doduc and Members of the Board:

Comment Letter - }L.andscape Irrigation General Permit

" The County Sanitation Disiricts. of Los Angeles County (Districts) appreciate the opportunity to
provide comments regarding the State Water Resources Control Board’s {State Board’s)- Project Discussion
Paper or the Statewide General Permit for Landscape Irrigation Uses of Recycled Water {General Permit). As
background, the Districts provide for the wastewater and solid waste management needs of over five million
people in 78 cities and unincorporated areas within Los Angeles County. As part of that program, the Districts
operate ten walter reclamation piants that currenily provide some 94,000 AFY of recycled water to over 330 sites
for a variety of uses, including landscape irrigation, agricultural irrigation, industrial processing,
environmental enhancement, and groundwater recharge. Since the inception of our program in 1962, we
bave delivered over 2 miilion acre-feet of recycled water. '

The Districts are strongly supportive of issnance of a general permit for landscape irrigation of recycled
water, Such a permit, if properly crafted, will expedite permitting for such uses and contribute 1o increased usage
of recycled water o offset increasingly scarce potable water supplies. To help guide the State Board in
development of the permit, we are providing the general and specific comments listed below, based on our

extensive experience in operating a recycled water program.

General Comments on the Scope of the General Permit _ .
We recommend that several guiding principles be used to construct the General Permit. First, as the State

Board moves forward on development of the General Permit it is imnportant to keep in mind the intent of
Assemblymember De La Torre in sponsoring Assembly Bill 1481, the legisiation that required development of
the General Permit. As reiterated by the Assemblymember at the June 19, 2008 workshop on the General Permit,
his intent is to simplify the permitting process for landscape irrigation with recycled water and thus expedite such

permitting.

Second, we recommend that provisions to protect public health in the General Permit be strictly aligned
with the provisions in Title 22. The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is charged with ensuring
that public health is protected during récycled water usage. CDPH staff are experts in public health protection
and have invested considerable resources in developing appropriate regulations for recvcled water usage. I;
would not be appropriate for State Board staff to attempt to override these regulations bydmaking them more or
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