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City of Oxnard SWRCB EXECUTIVE

Dear Ladies and Gentleman:

The City of Oxnard (“City”) thanks the State Water Resources Control Board ("State Board”) for the
opportunity to comment on the scope and content of the General Permit for Landscape Irrigation
(“General Permit”) as required by the passage of AB 1481 (California Water Code §135852.5),

The City views recycled water as a resource and depends on its use in its water supply plan. It believes
that the State of California’'s current and future water supply concerns mandate clarity and uniformity
amongst the various Regional Water Quality Contro! Boards {Regional Boards) te support the increased
use of recycled water. Regulations and policies that impede this goal shouid be changed. As such, the
City weicomes AB 1481 as a step forward.

1. City of Oxnard

The City is home fo over 180,000 people. To serve this growing population, the City's Water Division
relies on imported surface water, groundwater from water wholesalers, and groundwater from the City's
own wells. Local groundwater comprises the greatest portion of the City's water supply. The City blends
water from these three sources to achieve an appropr:ate balance between water quality, quantity, and
cost.

As described in more detail below, to meet its water supply needs through the year 2020, the Cily's
Groundwater Recovery Enhancement and Treatment (GREAT) Program includes wastewater recycling,
groundwater injection, storage and recovery, and groundwater desalination. Starting with treated
wastewater that would otherwise be discharged to the Pacific Ocean, the GREAT Program will produce a .
high-quality purified recycled water product. The City strongly believes that this purified recycled water
can be used safely for agricufiural irrigation, industrial processes, landscape irigation, groundwater
injection for aquifer recharge, and as a seawater intrusion barrier.

At the present fime, the City estimates it is using approximately 15,000,000 gpd of rebyn!ed water for
landscape irrigation and believes that if AB 1481 leads to a General Permit that encourages, simpiifies,
and emphasizes the use of recycled water and e’!iminates many of the current barriers to i{s usage, the




