WateReuse Research Foundation: Research and DPR Initiative

BACKGROUND

The Foundation is an educational, nonprofit public benefit
501(c)(3) corporation that conducts applied research on
behalf of the water and wastewater community for the
purpose of advancing the science of water recycling and
desalination. The Foundation's research covers a broad
spectrum of issues, including potable reuse, chemical
contaminants, pathogens, treatment technologies, industrial
reuse, salinity management, public perception, and
economics. Through leadership, research, and education
& outreach, we support communities across the U.S. and
abroad in their efforts to create new sources of high quality
water while protecting public health and the environment.

Since 2000
e 198 projects commissioned
e Over $61M in funding leveraged
e 145 published reports
e 50 active projects
So far in 2014
e 19 projects launched
e $3M in WRRF funding, leveraged
by additional $4.2M (and counting)
e 15 published reports (and counting)

California Direct Potable Reuse (DPR) Initiative

The Foundation, in partnership with WateReuse California,
launched the DPR Initiative in June of 2012 to advance DPR
as a water supply option in California. This was driven by the
establishment in recent years of statewide goals for the use of
recycled water, and a mandate from the California legislature
to come up with a feasibility study by 2016 to investigate
developing uniform water recycling criteria for DPR.

This Initiative was built upon a solid DPR Research Program
that started in 2011 when WRRF began funding research
identified by WateReuse’s Direct Potable Reuse: A Path
Forward publication. That cornerstone effort informed a DPR
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Research Needs meeting held in December 2012 which paved
the Foundation’s research agenda.

Since 2012, the DPR Initiative has raised over $6 million for
cutting edge DPR research. This includes $500,000 in
matching funds from the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD) and a partnership with Water
Research Foundation for $600,000. Not included in that total
is a $2.1 million grant from the Department of Water
Resources and San Diego County Water Authority for a DPR
demonstration project in San Diego launched in September.
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DPR Research

To date, the Foundation has allocated $4.5 million to fund
26 Direct Potable Reuse (DPR) research projects. This
important research to address the regulatory, utility, and
community barriers is valued at $11.5 million.
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DPR Public Outreach Campaign

An uniformed public may be the biggest obstacle to
DPR, despite the technical feasibility and safety of Phase | Phase Il Phase il
the practice. The Foundation and WRCA are taking a
three phased approach to gain public acceptance of
DPR in California:
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To be funded by
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For more information, please contact Julie Minton ~ jminton@watereuse.org, 703-548-0880 x108 communities

WoateReuse Research Foundation
1199 North Fairfax Street, Suite 410, Alexandria, VA 22301

www.watereuse.org/foundation



mailto:jminton@watereuse.org

	Watereuse research foundation        Page 2

