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Charles R. Hoppin, Chair 

State Water Resources Control Board 

1001 I Street 

P.O. Box 2815 

Sacramento, CA 95812-2815 

CHoppin@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Re:   Requests for Workshops Pursuant to the Review of Water Quality Objectives  

 

Dear Members of the Board: 

 

The San Joaquin Tributaries Authority (“SJTA”) understands the State Water Resources 

Control Board (“State Water Board”) is considering requests that it hold several 

workshops to obtain information to support its review of water quality objectives on the 

Sacramento River.  (See attached proposal for workshops.)  As the State Water Board is 

aware, similar information-gathering workshops were scheduled pursuant to the State 

Water Board’s review of water quality objectives on the San Joaquin River, but were 

subsequently cancelled.   Although the State Water Board did not release an official 

explanation for these cancellations, State Water Board staff explained to members of the 

SJTA that the cancellations were based upon the staff’s belief that the State Water Board 

had sufficient information to draft the Substitute Environmental Document (“SED”) for 

the San Joaquin River Basin flow objectives, and informational workshops were therefore 

not necessary.  As documented in previous communications, the SJTA disagrees with this 

sentiment and believes the State Water Board does not have sufficient information to 

revise its water quality objectives in a manner that is not arbitrary and capricious. 

 

As the attachment indicates, the proposed workshops cover topics equally applicable to 

the State Water Board’s proposed objectives on the San Joaquin River.  To the extent the 

State Water Board provides stakeholders on the Sacramento River with the opportunity to 

submit information to the State Water Board through workshops, the State Water Board 
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must provide stakeholders on the San Joaquin River the same opportunity. The SJTA 

hereby formally requests the State Water Board re-schedule the San Joaquin River 

workshops that were previously cancelled or include the San Joaquin River stakeholders 

in any workshops scheduled pursuant to the Sacramento River objectives.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

O’LAUGHLIN & PARIS LLP 
 

 
_______________________________ 

TIM O’LAUGHLIN 

 

TO/tb 

Attachment 

 

cc: Tam Doduc 

 Francis Spivy-Weber 

San Joaquin Tributaries Authority 






