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Subject: Oppose 
(Alternative 4A) 

OCT 2 7 2015 

Delta Tunnels/California Water Fix 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the Delta 
Tunnels plan. 

The Delta Reform Act of2009, in which the California State 
Legislature committed to the "coequal goals" of providing a 
more reliable water supply for California AND protecting and 
restoring the cultural, recreational, natural resource, and 
agricultural values of the Delta, cannot be upheld if the Delta 
Tunnels come to pass. 

California Water Fix not meet the restoration goals 
Reform Act; it is simply a to export more 

water out of San estuary. The Delta 
water because 

is already oversubscribed by five times in 

RECIRC2343. 

) 



blackbird, protected species already on the brink that will face 
decimation due to a diminishing food-web. 

· At sea, even the ESA-listed South Pacific Puget Sound Orca 
Whales depend on migrating Delta species that will be harmed 
by Jess water flowing through the Delta. 

· The tunnels plan seems to ignore Section 7 ofthe 
Endangered Species Act which prohibits federal agency 
actions that are likely to jeopardize the continued existence of 
any endangered species or that "result in the destruction or 
adverse modification of [critical] habitat of [listed] species." 

My puhlic health concerns with the plan are: 

· The tunnels will cause increased contamination of municipal 
water and wells for the millions ofrural and urban residents 
living in the five Delta counties. 

· The tunnels plan fails to model for potential increases of 
carcinogens and other formation ofbyproducts that would 
cause cancer and other serious health effects. 

· Environmental justice communities, who on 
subsistence fishing, l face food and health insecurities 

restaurant 



· Salinity intrusion is already impacting the western Delta 
and removing Sacramento River freshwater from the 

system will make matters worse. Delta farmers cannot irrigate 
crops with salt water and they certainly cannot plant crops in 
contaminated soils. The Delta Ag economy, which consists of 
generations of family farms and farm workers, generates $5.2 
billion for the California economy, annually. 

· California coastal fishing communities depend on thriving 
wildlife. This historic industry is worth billions annually, with 
the salmon industry worth $1.5 billion annually alone. 
Thousands ofjobs and livelihoods are tied to these industries. 

· The operation and construction ofthe tunnels will obstruct 
and disable navigable waterways for boating, marinas and 
other types of leisure activities, in addition to creating 
conditions of low water flow that will foster invasive aquatic 
species, such as water hyacinth. Poor water quality also 
creates recreation. Recreation the Delta 
generate $750 million 

Alternatives to 

on: 



sustainability. 

· Retiring thousands of acres of impaired and pollution 
generating farmlands in the southern San Joaquin Valley and 
using those lands for more sustainable and profitable uses, 
such as solar energy generation. 

· Improving Delta levees in order to address potential 
earthquake, flooding, and future sea level rise concerns at a 
cost between $2 to $4 billion and is orders of-magnitude less 
expensive than major conveyance projects that are currently 
being contemplated. 

· Increasing freshwater flows through the Delta to reduce 
pollutants so ecosystems and wildlife can be restored. 

· Installing fish screens at the south Delta pumps to reduce the 
current salvage of marine life. 

In Sum 

The Delta has problems that need to be but the 
Water Fix tunnels are a 20th century idea 
it won't produce more more reliable supplies, or 

conditions for 
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The Bay Delta Conservation Plan/California 
("Delta Tunnels") public comment peri 

ENDING ON OCTOBER 30 
San joaquin County residents have a unique opportuni 
their voices heard by submitting comments or resubny 
sent comments. 

Mail: BDCP/WaterFix Comments, P.O. Box 1919, Sacrame. 
or Email: BDCPCommenls@icfi.com 

FAST FACTS 
·Under the Governor's plan, the California Department of w, 

and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation are taking public comment' 
Conservation Plan/California WaterFix. 

·The project would build three giant water intakes, each long 
football fields, to draw water from the Sacramento River to i 
the tunnels. 

• The project could cause further harm to the unique and fragile 
joaquin Delta. 

·The WaterFix does not provide a single drop of new water a 
impact Delta communities. 

·The Delta region is home to nearly 4 million people, includir 
who contribute $2 billion to California's economy each year. 




