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COMMENT CARD JUl 2 9 2015 
THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD ISJULY10,2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30,2015. 
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COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 
THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD IS JULY 10, 2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30, 2015. 
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COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 

THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD IS JULY 10, 2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30, 2015. 
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NAME: l( V o V\._Y\ e.... \ i-Joo J 
s "cc r \\;""e.. '-'(\.)IJY;:(\. ti:::. 

ORGANIZATION: 0; ;x: c),) e ,__, i=Jr, ,.,_ h)e,\ ±o 

ADDRESS: 6 5 I \'i.J <?-r' \=-0({ G::t- ~ 

DATE: J -;29- i 5 
l\ iiJO nh e." \l!fOt)d @:: 5 .rrv;::t; I ~c ")/)'"\. 

I ~ 
E-MAIL: 

CITY: 1 , STATE:___,._."' =c _____ .ZIP:_-'-q-=-£-~_'-1_· _;_?.._.::__ __ _ 



RECIRC254. 

COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 
THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD IS JULY 10,2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30,2015. 
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RECIRC255. 

COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 
THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD IS JULY 10,2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30,2015. 
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COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 

THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD IS JULY 10, 2015 THROUGH OCTOBER 30, 2015. 
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COMMENT CARD JUL 2 9 2015 
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July 29, 2015 

Governor Gerald Brown 

DANIEL P. WHALEY 

DONIS P. WHALEY 
12330 HIGHWAY 160, SUTIER ISLAND 

P.O. BOX385 
COURTLAND, CALIFORNIA 95615 

916.775-4273 
WHALEY500(m.YAHOO.COM 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER 
STATE CAPITAL 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95614 

Re Public Hearing on Twin Tunnels and the Delta Plan 

Dear Governor, Chairperson and Senators, 

We are so disturbed by the lack of necessity of this "Project", we formally object. 

Additionally this "Project" has yet to be defined sufficiently to even understand. 

Is the "Project" a tunnel or a canal or a combination? These are two or three entirely 
different "Projects". While we fail to see the necessity for either we also fail to see the public 
interest in either alternative. 

Before you can address the list of actual project issues, you need a clearly defined 
"Project". 

Does the fact the State can't afford either project make a difference? If the State is 
counting on private or semi private funding then they have no right to proceed with eminent 
domain. Please require honest disclosure as to what is taking place. Will we find out later that 
DWR personal had vested interest or undisclosed conflicts? 

What DWR is doing is an alarming waste of taxpayers' money in the current economic 
climate. They are interviewing to hire a project manager before we even have the project defined 
and approved. 



Existing contract water rights will place this matter in the court system for years, costing 
millions and yet the public last spoke in denial of a Canal. 

No bonding company will insure the tunnel alternative because of the size and scope of 
such a project has never been done. 

Please take this letter as a formal objection to the science claims that a Delta levy failure is 
going to happen. More review and specifics are needed. 

Do not rush to improperly approve these potential projects. A more likely occurrence is 
that tunnel drilling could set off an earthquake or open a fissure that causes irreparable 
environmental harm. Has that potential been considered? 

As a practical example, on one of the Delta Island's, a new owner filled a ditch line and 
replace the line in a location seemingly more direct and helpful for his farming operation. 
Unfortunately nature had too long gone a different way. The new line and filled old line resulted 
in farming disaster, as neither functioned. The farmer was forced to install pumping systems and 
add several additional ditches. 

Don't be so sure that these untested designs can even work, or will work as designed, 
especially when there is little water to supply the existing system. 

Finally, the impact to the existing operating farming Delta system has not been properly 
considered. The added trucks and power and sewage disposal needs exceed the capacity tenfold 
and no project should be considered until minimum considerations like sewer connections and 
drinkable water exist in the fragile ecosystems of these small Delta towns. Hood for example is a 
main area impacted and yet the town does not have one public restroom and the tov;.rn hasn't been 
connected to the regional sewage treatment plant just 6 miles away. The lack of understanding of 
the practical scope of 80 trucks and 80 truck drivers, starting at!d stopping in Hood daily for 6 to 
10 years of ongoing construction shows the lack of planning for this project. 

Please reconsider any project until ali factors have been reviewed and the project has been 
clearly defined. 

Thank you 

Sincerely 

~Z>ro~w~~---
Dan and Donis Whaley 6 



Via email and US mail 
Oscar Biondi 

DANIEL P. WHALEY 
DONIS P. WHALEY 

12330 HIGHWAY 160, SUTTER ISLAND 
P.O. BOX385 

COURTLAND, CALIFORNIA 95615 
916.775-4273 

WHALEY500(iilY AHOO.COM 

Water Quality Certification Program 
Division of Water Rights 
State Water Resources Control Board 
P.O. Box 2000 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

Re Emergency Drought Barriers Project 

Dear Mr. Biondi, 

Please deny this application by the California DWR. 

The basis for the denial is the following unaddressed significant adverse cumulative impacts and 
effects: 

1. The applicant has failed to demonstrate or provide reliable science that the barriers will 
significantly prevent salt water intrusion into the Delta. Examining figure 1 on page A-4, 
the untrained eye can see that even if the barriers did slow some salt water intrusion, they 
are essentially sacrificing everything southwest of the barriers to save those properties to 
the north. This decision was not identified or discussed, nor is this a proper use of public 
funds. The applicant has failed to demonstrate that installing the barriers will not further 
cause CW A violations. 

2. The barriers will immediately affect water quality, not just on the surface of the sloughs, 
but will have adverse hydrological effects on Sutter Island itself. The applicant's barriers 
will create stagnant sloughs on 75% of the navigable waterways surrounding Sutter 
Island. This is unprecedented and unexplored science, with the realistic potentially for 
long lasting, unavoidable and irreparable damages to Sutter Island. In addition, the 
potential damages to the subsurface water table have not been analyzed nor has the effect 
on the levies been determined. 



3. The applicant failed to analysis the cumulative effects of erecting these barriers on the 
environment, including traffic on land and water, as well as the negative impact on the 
native fish as well as endangered fish species. 

4. The applicant foundation for going forward is that because they did this once before in 
1977 on one slough, that they can use that data to support closing two sloughs that 
surround one Island (Sutter Island). Even for a non-scientist, this evaluation seems fatally 
flawed. The foreseeable damages of slit build up and the damage potential by cutting off 
water flow without any definite public benefit, makes this 40 million dollars project 'one 
you should deny approval/permitting. . 

5. Looking specifically at the project, the applicant did not consider the cumulative effect of 
construction of the barriers will have on the communities of Hood and Courtland. The 
identified rock storage in the town of Hood is a small parcel without access for semi­
truck turn around. Trucks must also ingress or egress directly onto State Highway 160 at a 
near 90 degree turns without visibility. In addition, the traffic, noise, and air pollution 
effect has not been evaluated. The town of Hood has no sewer system or public restrooms 
and has only one unopened restaurant. The town of Courtland has a public sewer system, 
but no public restrooms and only one part-time restaurant. Neither town has a traffic 
signal light, but merely 4 or 5 stop signs in the entire town. As the landowner adjacent to 
the Hood rock storage parcel, we do not agree to have a nuisance of rock piles, dirt, dust 
and traffic, affecting our adjacent property. We have spent thousands of dollars improving 
our parcels, including approval by the Sacramento County General Plan and Zoning Code 
to allow wine and beer making and wine and beer tasting. These are not compatible uses 
with rock storage and removal. In addition the State of California has a Water Testing 
Facility on this small rock storage parcel that would be compromised by any barge 
loading or unloading or any pollution into the water. 

6. Finally, the applicant has failed to analysis project alternatives, including not building the 
barriers and instead educating the public on strict water conservation. Lawns and parks 
are still being watered in Sacramento and though out the Valley. Despite these uses, the 
State seeks to potentially permanently destroy a 2,500 acre Delta Island to possibly slow 
some salt water intrusion. In addition the circumstances by which this project was 
initially designed have changed. The initial emergency basis for this barrier project no 
longer exists. Some significant rain fall has occurred and the reservoirs and snow pack 
suggest that with careful management and no pumping water to Southern California, the 
danger of salt water infusion can be avoided. 

Please review and advice. 

Dan and Donis Whaley 



RECIRC258. 
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~ 
KATHERINE M. MII.LER 

Chair 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Second District 

SIEVE J. BESTOLARIDES 
Third District 

44 N. SAN JOAQUIN STREET, SUITE 627 
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 95202 

TELEPHONE: 209/408-3113 
CARLOS VILLAPuTIUA 

First District 
FAX: 209/408-3694 

MimiDuzenski 
Clerk of the Boru:d 

July 21, 2015 

The Honorable Governor Jerry Brown 
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

The Honorable Regina A. "Gina" McCarthy, 
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room3000 
Washlngton, DC 20460 

CHUCKWINN 
Vice Chair 

Fourth District 

BOBEWOTI 
Fifth District 

The Honorable Sarah "Sally" Jewell, Secretary 
United States Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Room 6156 
W ashlngton, DC 20240 

John Laird, Secretary 
California Natural Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Mr. Ryan Wulff 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-l 00 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Request to Extend the Comment Period for the Bay Delta Conservation PlanJWaterFix Revised 
Draft Environmental Impact Report and Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Governor Brown, Secretaries Jewell, Pritzker and Laird, Administrator McCarthy and 
Mr. Wulff: 

The Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP)/WaterFix Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report and 
Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (RDEIRJRDEIS) was released July 9, 2015. Prior to 
t.he release represent::ltives of t.he CaliforPia Natu..ral Resources Agency represented to t.h.e Delta 
Counties Coalition that they would have more than forty-five days to respond to the document. While 
it is true that fifty-three days is longer than forty-five, it is also true that fifty-three days is an 
insufficient amount of time to thoughtfully review and analyze the changes, contrast the differences 
with the original plan, and craft thoughtful responses intended to further the lead agencies' analysis of 
the project. 

The California Environmental Quality Act and the National Environmental Policy Act are grounded 
in fully disclosing the impacts of projects so that we as a society can make informed decisions -­
knowing full well the consequences to our communities, our livelihoods, and our environment of 



Governor Brown, Secretary Jewell, Pritzker and Laird, Administrator McCarthy 
and :rvrr. Wulff 
Request to Extend the Comment Period for the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan/WaterFix Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report and Revised Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 

July 21, 2015 

Page2 

those actions. Given the importance of the project, and the complexity of the document, the 53-day 
public comment period is woefully inadequate. 

San Joaquin County is one of the communities most affected by the WaterFix, and we believe more 
time is needed to thoroughly review and comment on the project. San Joaquin County respectfully 
requests that the public comment period for the BDCP!WaterFix RDEIRIRDEIS be extended by a 
minimum of 120 additional days beyond the current 53-day comment period. If you have any 
questions regarding this matter, please contact Mike Selling, Public Works Director at 
(209) 468-3100, or me at (209) 468-3113. 

f this request. 

c: San Joaquin County's State Legislative Delegation 
San Joaquin County's Federal Legislative Delegation 
The Honorable Michael L. "Mike" Connor, Commissioner 

United States Bureau ofReclamation 
l\1r. Gary D. Frazer, Assistant Director 

Endangered Species Program 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

l\1r. Samuel D. Rauch, ill, Assistant Administrator 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
United States Department of Commerce 

Delta Stewardship Council 
Delta Protection Commission 
Delta Conservancy 
Delta Counties Coalition 
Delta Coalition 
Paul Yoder, State Advocate, ShawN oder/ Antwih 
Karen Lange, State Advocate, Shaw/Yoder/ Antwih 
Roger Gwinn, Federal Advocate, The Ferguson Group 
Mark Limbaugh, Federal Advocate, The Ferguson Group 

BOS07-01 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

See two attached comments 

SHAY HUMPHREY 
shay.humphrey@icfi.com 
661.304.5839 (m) 

Humphrey, Shay 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:05 PM 
BDCPcomments 
FW: incoming letters re: 75 day extension comment deadline for BDCP 
AR-M550U_20150730_100253.pdf; A TTOOOOl.htm; AR-M550U_20150730_100336.pdf; 
A TT00002.htm 

comment extension. 

From: Rebecca Nicholas [mailto:rebecca@jb-comm.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:02 PM 
To: Humphrey, Shay 
Subject: Fwd: incoming letters re: 75 day extension comment deadline for BDCP 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nemeth, Karla@CNRA" <kar!a.nemeth@resources.ca.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2015 at 6:34:34 PM EDT 
To: "Barbieri, Janet@Jb-Comm" <Janet@jb-comm.com>, "Nicholas, Rebecca@Jb-Comm" <Rebecca@jb­
comm.com> 
Subject: FW: incoming letters re: 75 day extension comment deadline for BDCP 

For the comment file ... 

From: Goncalves, Kimberly@CNRA 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 3:33 PM 
To: Nemeth, Karla@CNRA 
Subject: incoming letters re: 75 day extension comment deadline for BDCP 

FYI 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Greetings, BDCP Members~ 

Paul W. Rea < paulrea@sbcglobal.net> 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 1:00 PM 
BDCPcomments 
Adrian Roberts; John Scott; Paul Sethy 
Better Solutions for the State's Water Challenges 

RECIRC262. 

If the one of the purposes of the dual tunnels and Water Fix proposals is to reduce water loss to leakage and 
evaporation, then wouldn't it be far cheaper and more effective to line ditches and then cover them (and 
aquaducts) with solar panels? Doing so would not only allow the state to leave more water in rivers and streams for 
wildlife and recreation, but would also generate some of the power needed for desalinate ocean water along the coast. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Paul W. Rea, PhD 
Newark 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sarah Singrin <singrins@luhsd.net> 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:08 PM 
BDCPcomments 
No No No! 

I stand with Jim Frazier on this issue! 

Sarah Singrin 
LUHSD Adult Education Office 
singrins@luhsd.net 
Phone: (925) 634-2565 FAX: (925) 634-5317 
www.libertyadulted.org 

RECIRC263. 

The Liberty Union High School Distlict does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or 
disability. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission, including any attachments, may contain 
confidential information only for use by the intended recipients. Any privileges or confidentiality afforded 
under the law are not waived by vi1iue of this having been sent by electronic mail. Unless you are the addressee 
(or authorized to receive messages for the addressee), you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute this 
message (or any information contained in or attached to it) to anyone. If you received this transmission in error, 
please notify the sender by reply e-mail or by telephone at 925.634.2166 and delete the transmission. Thank 
you. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Governor Brown, 

Ron Parish < ronparish@lonetreegolfcourse.com > 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 5:37 PM 
BDCPcomments 
Assemblymember.Frazier@outreach.assembly.ca.gov 

RECIRC264. 

No Tunnels Governor Brown! Where was the vote? How about this solution? See link. 

All of us in the East Bay are with Jim Frazier. Why not think of other solutions? See attached article. Surely there are 
incentives the state could use to support local municipalities and develop a cistern system similar to Sun Valley in Los 
Angeles county? Why not? Probably would save the state dollars compared to tunnels and city's could help finance. 
Have less of a negative impact environmentally on the Bay area and be better received from the entire state. 

Make an adjustment. Don't hold your current line because you are too far into it; too many people are against what you 
are doing and other solutions need to be considered. Reconsider/rethink! 



California Is Sitting On 
The Solution To Its 
Drought Problent 
There's a lot of water around, it just needs to be put to better 
use. 

WRITTEN BY Terry Tamminen 

By now you've heard about the epic drought threatening every California 

water user, from almond growers to swimming pool owners, resulting in 

mandatory cutbacks and ostracism from neighbors for being the last on 

the block with a green lawn. So would it surprise you to learn that the 

state actually has more than enough water to go around? 

About a decade ago, the blue-collar community of Sun Valley in Los 

Angeles County was faced with flooding that impacted homes and 

businesses during winter rains. The county had planned a $47 million 

storm sewer system to drain the floodwaters from streets and dump it in 

the Pacific Ocean via the Los Angeles River (itself now a mostly concrete 

flood management canal). Instead, clever community planners decided 

to invest those funds in underground cisterns that would capture the 

water for later use. 

A dilapidated city park was remodeled with cisterns below, as were 

medians along broad boulevards that were themselves underwater 

during heavy rains. The result was a system, using ancient Roman 

technology, that captures 8,000 acre feet of water each year. That's 

about twice what the entire city consumes, solving the flooding problem 

and creating a source of fresh water for thousands of residents. By the 

way, the investment also gave the city a new park with ball fields and 

picnic grounds and higher adjacent property values. 

htto://www.fastcoexist.com/3044988/california-is-sittina-on-the-solution-to-its-drouaht-oroblem?utm source=facebook 7/31/2015 



But could something this simple be the solution for a thirsty state that is 

getting hotter, growing faster, and producing more food crops than ever 

before7 According to the National Weather Service, the average annual 

rainfall in Los Angeles for the past 100 years is about 14 inches, more 

than enough to serve the needs of the region and then some. 

During the decade from 2003 to 2012 we had wet years of nearly 38 

inches of rain and dry ones of less than 4 inches, but the average was still 

just under 14 inches, meaning there is no drought in the most populous 

region of the state. 

So what's the problem? For the past 150 years, the goal was to address 

the same challenge that Sun Valley faced: not a lack of water, but too 

much water during the brief, intense rainy season. So Southern California 

built storm sewers and concreted the rivers to efficiently carry all that 

fresh water into the ocean. 

The answer to the drought therefore, is to stop wasting this valuable 

resource. If we captured and used the water that already falls here, we 

could turn off the tap from the north and leave that water for farmers. 

Just as we discovered in California that sunlight falling on every rooftop 

can be harnessed to generate energy, right at the place it is used, we can 

capture the water that falls on those same landscapes for use where it's 

needed. In fact the Los Angeles non-profit TreePeople has been 

demonstrating for years that every type of building or land use can do 

what Sun Valley has done, or what solar panels do for energy 

generation-decentralize. 

htto://www.fastcoexist.com/3044988/california-is-sittino-on-the-solution-to-its-drouoht-oroblem?utm source=facebook 7/31/2015 



One of their projects used simple rain barrels to collect water at a typical 

home and a graded lawn to capture and retain water, allowing it to seep 

into the ground instead of running off into the street In another 

demonstration, asphalt at a school campus was replaced by vegetation 

and trees, cooling the buildings and lowering energy costs, while 

capturing water under the parking lot in cisterns. In both cases, the result 

was more water stored than could be used onsite, meaning the 

landowner had a valuable commodity to sell to the local water utility and 

a lower cost for their own water needs (after amortizing the value of the 

installations). 

Moreover, the two major sewage treatment plants that serve Los Angeles 

County treat over 700 million gallons of sewage water per day and dump 

most of it in the ocean. As the state looks for ways to water golf courses, 

ball fields, or flush toilets, it would be far cheaper to re-use the water we 

already pay for, by investing in reverse plumbing instead of expensive 

new dams and pipes to pump more costly water from the north or the 

Colorado River. 

Sure, we could desalinate ocean water, but the state's landmark laws to 

tackle greenhouse gases and save energy mandate that less energy be 

generated in the state over time, not more. Desalination demands 

unthinkable amounts of energy so in essence we will solve one problem 

by exacerbating another. 

Yes, to solve the "drought" in a few short years, there are two basic tasks 

that California needs to undertake. First, we should set a goal of zero net 

water use in southern California by the year 2030 and replace the water 

we currently ship across the state with captured water that falls in 

htto://www.fastcoexist.com/3044988/california-is-sittino-on-the-solution-to-its-drouoht-oroblem?utm source=facebook 7/31/2015 



abundance in the region on an average annual basis. Second, we need to 

tackle the antiquated system of water rights that pits farmers against 

each other for access to various water supplies and that forces some 

landowners to use the water for low value, water-intensive crops 

because of "use it or lose it" water laws. Farmers need not compete with 

urban users or environmentalists and fishers (who want more water left 

in natural river ecosystems) if they stop fighting amongst themselves first 

and compromise on reasonable water rights reforms. 

As we all remember from our high school readings of Rime of the 

Ancient Mariner, the quote goes: "water, water, everywhere, nor any drop 

to drink." If we take this common-sense, cost-efficient approach we 

could solve the drought, keep feeding America, watering our lawns, 

diving into our swimming pools, spraying fake snow on movie sets, and 

showing the world how to invest and innovate to solve major 

challenges-all the things the world loves about California. 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/3044988/california-is-sittinq-on-the-solution-to-its-drouqht-problem?utm_source=facebook 7/31/2015 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bill <sloco9@att.net> 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 5:18 PM 
BDCPcomments 
Delta Water Tunnels 

This proposal is insane. Do really have to have this so Gov Brown can have this lunatic legacy? 

This is a disaster in the making! 

Wm Sloss 
sloco9@att.net 

RECIRC265. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RECIRC266. 

Mike Larkin <mlarkin@mail186-2.suw2l.mandrillapp.com> on behalf of Mike Larkin 
< mlarkin@dslextreme.com > 
Friday, July 31, 2015 9:46 AM 
BDCPcomments 
Support Alternative 4A - the California Water Fix 

Mike Larkin 92544 I will support the "Water Fix" ifyou dump the "Train to no-where"! 
Are you all a bunch of morons! 
Oop's that an oxymoron! 



July 23, 2015 

Water Fix Comments 
P.O. Box 1919 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

JUL 3 1 ·2015 

Subject: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear Water Fix Comments: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Brian Bowcock 
David D. De Jesus 
Carlos Goytia 
Dan Horan 
Bob Kuhn 
Fred Lantz 
Joseph T. Ruzicka 

RECIRC267. 

GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER 
Richard W. Hansen, P.E. 

On behalf of the Three Valleys Municipal Water District (TVMWD) I am writing to express our strong 
support for the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a viable plan to 
fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 million Californians and 3 
million acres of farmland throughout the state, while also protecting the natural Delta environment. 

TVMWD operates a wholesale water treatment plant that receives 100% of its imported water supply 
from the State Water Project system. As such, resolution of the decades-long water resource issues in 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is of the highest priority for our retail member agencies and over half­
million residents in the eastern portion of the San Gabriel Valley. TVMWD has been an outspoken 
supporter of the original Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) since its inception and we remain steadfast 
in our endorsement of this effort. 

The refreshed documents of the BDCP are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert 
review, planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's leading water experts, 
engineers and conservationists, and unprecedented public comment and participation. The California 
Water Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects significant changes and improvements to the plan to address 
comments from the state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that bring water from the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains to the southern two-thirds of the State is outdated and at risk of collapse in the event of a 
major earthquake or flood. Problems with this aging system have already resulted in significant water 
supply cutbacks and shortages for people, farms and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife and 
the environment. 

1021 E. Miramar Avenue • Claremont, California 91711-2052 
Telephone (909) 621-5568 • Fax (909) 625-5470 • ==-'--'~==~~=~ 
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The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to responsibly capture 
and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply during future droughts. The 
current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water infrastructure is not equipped to handle 
the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains predicted in the near future, 
we must move forward with improved infrastructure to capture the water when it's available. 

The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 

• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline rather than relying 
solely on today's deteriorating dirt levee system. 

• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, floods 
and natural disasters. 

• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so that we can 
capture it for use in dry years. 

• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce impacts 
on endangered fish and other wildlife. 

• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move forward to 
protect California's water security. For these reasons, we urge the Department of Water Resources and 
the Administration to bring the California Water Fix to fruition and support the California Water Fix 
(Alternative 4A). It offers the best solution to minimize seismic risk to our state's water supply 
infrastructure while restoring the Delta's ecosystem. If you have any questions or would like to discuss 
further, please do not hesitate to contact me at 909-621-5568. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Hansen, P.E. 
General Manager 
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 

cc: Three Valleys MWD Senators Hernandez, Huff/ Leyva/ Liu, Mendoza 
Three Valleys MWD Assembly Members Calderon, Chang, Hernandez, Holden, Rodriguez 
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cc: Governor Jerry Brown 
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951\ 

Subject: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear BDCP/W ater Fix Comments: 

6) 49X 895 

On behalf of California State Conference of the NAACP and its 62 branches 
statewide, we are writing to express our strong support for the California Water Fix 
(Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a thoroughly vetted, viable 
plan to fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 
million Californians and 3 million acres of farmland, while also protecting the 
natural environment in the Delta. 

The recirculated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive 
expert review, planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's 
leading water experts, engineers and conservationists, and unprecedented public 
comment and participation. The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects 
significant changes and improvements to the plan to address comments from the 
state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

We urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move 
forward to bring the California Water Fix to fruition. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that brings water from 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains to 2/3 of the State is outdated and at risk of collapse in 
the event of a major earthquake or flood. Problems with this aging system have 
already resulted in significant water supply cutbacks and shortages for people, farms 
and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us 
to responsibly capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater 
water supply during future droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that 
California's aging water infrastructure is not equipped to handle the regular boom 
and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains predicted in the near future, 
we must move forward with improved infrastructure to capture the water when it's 
available. 



The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 
• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline 

rather than relying solely on today' s deteriorating dirt levee system. 
• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from 

earthquakes, floods and natural disasters. 
• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so 

we can capture it for use in dry years. 
• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order 

to reduce impacts on endangered fish and other wildlife. 
• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San 

Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act 
and move forward to protect California's water security. 

For these reasons, we support the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

Sincerely, 

Alice A. Huffman 
President 
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ERIC TATE 

On behalf of Teamsters Local No. 848, we are writing to express our strong support for the California 
Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a thoroughly vetted, viable plan to 
fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 million Californians and 3 
million acres of farmland, while also protecting the natural environment in the Delta. 

The recirculated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert review, 
planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's leading water experts, engineers and 
conservationists, and unprecedented public comment and participation. The California Water Fix 
(Alternative 4A) ret1ects significant changes and improvements to the plan to address comments from 
the state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

We urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move forward to bring the 
California Water Fix to fruition. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that brings water from the Sierra Nevada 
tv1ounta1ns t.o ?./:i of the St~te is 01.1tdated and at risk ~)f co !lapse e'/ent of a m:::1jor earthquak·~ or 
flood. Problems with this aging system have already resulted in significant water supply cutbacks and 
shortages for people, farms and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to responsibly 
capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply during future 
droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water infrastructure is not 
equipped to handle the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains 
predicted in the near future, we must move forward with improved inti·astructure to capture the water 
when it's available. 

The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) \viii: 

Our .. . Our Our Foundation 

3888 CHERRY AVENUE LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90807 PHONE (562) 595-~89~ FAX (562) 595-~ 896 

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters 



• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline rather than relying 
solely on today·s deteriorating dirt levee system. 

• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, 
f1oods and natural disasters. 

• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so we can capture 
it for use in dry years. 

• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce 
impacts on endangered fish and other wildlife. 

• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move forward 
to protect California's water security. 

For these reasons, we support the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

Business Representative 
Teamsters Local No. 848 
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DEPARTMENT 

RE: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear BDCP/Water Fix Comments: 
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I write on behalf of the State Building and Construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO, to express 
our strong support for the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix 
represents a thoroughly vetted, viable plan to fix California's aging water distribution system that 
supplies water to 25 million Californians and 3 million acres of farmland, while also protecting 
the natural environment in the Delta. 

The re-circulated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert review, 
planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's leading water experts, engineers 
and conservationists, and unprecedented public comment and participation. The California 
Water Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects significant changes and improvements to the plan to address 
comments from the state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

We respectfully urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move 
forward to bring the California Water Fix to fruition. Our state's system of aging dirt levees, 
aqueducts and pipes that brings water from the Sierra Nevada Mountains to two-thirds of the 
state is outdated and at risk of collapse in the event of a major earthquake or flood. Problems 
with this aging system have already resulted in significant water supply cutbacks and shortages 
for people, farms, and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to 
responsibly capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply 
during future droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water 
infrastructure is not equipped to handle the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With 
above average rains predicted in the near future, we must move forward with improved 
infrastructure to capture the water when it's available. 

The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 
• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modem water pipeline rather than 

relying solely on today's deteriorating dirt levee system. 

1231 I Suite 302 · CA 95814-2933 · 443-3302 ·FAX 443-8204 
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• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, 
floods and natural disasters. 

• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so we can 
capture it for use in dry years. 

• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce 
impacts on endangered fish and other wildlife. 

• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move 
forward to protect California's water security. For these reasons, we support the California 
Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

CD:bb 
opeiu#29/afl-cio 

cc: The Honorable Edmund G. Brown; Governor, State of California 
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cc: Governor Jerry Brown 

Subject: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear BDCP/Water Fix Comments: 
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On behalf of Chamber of Commerce Mountain View, we are writing to express our strong support 
for the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a thoroughly 
vetted, viable plan to fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 
million Californians and 3 million acres of farmland, while also protecting the natural environment 
in the Delta. 

The recirculated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert review, 
planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's leading water experts, engineers 
and conservationists, and unprecedented public comment and participation. The California Water 
Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects significant changes and improvements to the plan to address 
comments from the state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

We urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move forward to bring the 
California Water Fix to fruition. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that brings water from the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains to 2/3 of the State is outdated and at risk of collapse in the event of a major 
earthquake or f1ood. Problems with this aging system have already resulted in significant water 
supply cutbacks and shortages for people, farms and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife 
and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to responsibly 
capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply during future 
droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water infrastructure is not 
equipped to handle the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains 
predicted in the near future, we must move forward with improved infrastructure to capture the 
water when it's available. 



The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 
• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline rather than 

relying solely on today' s deteriorating dirt levee system. 
• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, 

floods and natural disasters. 
• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so we can capture 

it for use in dry years. 
• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce 

impacts on endangered fish and other wildlife. 
• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move 
forward to protect California's water security. 

For these reasons, we support the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

Sincere !..h. 

~ £ / 
Oscar Garcia, Presi~ 
Chamber of Commerce Mountain View 



Craig A Ewing, President 

James Cioffi, Vice President 

Joseph K. Stuart, Secretary-Treasurer 

Patricia G. Oygar, Director 

Richard Oberhaus, Director 
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BDCP/Water Fix Comments 
P.O.Box 1919 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

cc: Governor Jerry Brown 

Subject: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear BDCP/Water Fix Comments: 

RECIRC272. 

David K. Luker, General Manager-Chief Engineer­

Best, Best & Krieger, General Counsel 

Krieger & Stewart, Consulting Engineer 

JUL 3 1 ·2015 

On behalf of Desert Water Agency, I am writing to express our strong support for the California 
Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a thoroughly vetted, viable plan to 
fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 million Californians and 3 
million acres of farmland, while also protecting the natural environment in the Delta. 

The recirculated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert review, 
planning and scientific and environmental analysis by the state's leading water experts, engineers 
and conservationists, and unprecedented public comment and participation. The California Water 
Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects significant changes and improvements to the plan to address 
comments from the state and federal governments and other stakeholders. 

We urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move forward to bring the 
California Water Fix to fruition. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that brings water from the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains to 2/3 of the State is outdated and at risk of collapse in the event of a major 
earthquake or flood. Problems with this aging system have already resulted in significant water 
supply cutbacks and shortages for people, farms and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife 
and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to responsibly 
capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply during future 
droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water infrastructure is not 
equipped to handle the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains 
predicted in the near future, we must move forward with improved infrastructure to capture the 
water when it's available. 

Desert Water Agency 1200 South Gene Autry Trail, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

P.O. Box 1710, Palm Springs, CA 92263-1710 I Phone 760 323-4971 I Fax 760 325-6505 I Website: www.dwa.org 



Craig A Ewing, President 

james Cioffi, Vice President 
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Richard Oberhaus, Director 

The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 

R David K. Luker, General Manager-Chief Engineer 

Best, Best & Krieger, General Counsel 

Krieger & Stewart, Consulting Engineer 

• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline rather than 
relying solely on today' s deteriorating dirt levee system. 

• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, 
floods and natural disasters. 

• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so we can capture 
it for use in dry years. 

• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce 
impacts on endangered fish and other wildlife. 

• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move 
forward to protect California's water security. 

For these reasons, we suppo :he~alifornia Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

David K. Luker 
General Manager and Chief Engineer 
Desert Water Agency 

Desert Water Agency 1200 South Gene Autry Trail, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

P.O. Box 1710, Palm Springs, CA 92263-1710 I Phone 760 323-4971 I Fax 760 325-6505 I Website: www.dwa.org 
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cc: Governor Jerry Brown 

Subject: Support Alternative 4A of California Water Fix 

Dear BDCP/Water Fix Comments: 
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Southern California & Southern Nevada 

On behalf of the 20,000 members of International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 12, I am 
writing to express our strong support for the California Water Fix (Alternative A). The California 
\11/ater Fix represents a thoroughly vetted, viable plan to fix California's aging water distribution 
system that supplies water to 25 million Californians and 3 million acres of farmland, while also 
protecting the natural environment in the Delta. 

Our state's infrastructure system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that provide water 
to California families is outdated. Problems with this aging system have already resulted in 
significant water supply cutbacks and shortages for people, farms and businesses, as well as 
damage to fish, wildlife and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to 
responsibly capture and move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply 
during future droughts. The current drought has demonstrated that California's aging water 
infrastructure is not equipped to handle the regular boom and bust cycles of our climate. With 
above average rains predicted in the near future, we must move forward with improved 
infrastructure to capture the water when it's available. 

For these reason, we support the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

Sincerely, 

General Vice President 

STREET 7109 PASADENA, 
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On behalf of the Northeastern California Building & Construction Trades Council, we are writing to express our 
strong support for the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). The California Water Fix represents a thoroughly 
vetted, viable plan to fix California's aging water distribution system that supplies water to 25 million 
Californians and 3 million acres of farmland, while also protecting the natural environment in the Delta. The 
California Water Fix is also a critical step in the effort to generate new water storage in California, providing a 
conduit of sorts that can connect millions of acres of farmland and end users to storage projects like Sites 
Reservoir north of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

The recirculated documents are the culmination of nearly a decade of extensive expert review, planning and 
scientific and environ menta! analysis by the state's leading water experts, engineers and conservationists, and 
unprecedented public comment and participation. The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) reflects significant 
changes and improvements to the plan to address comments from the state and federal governments and 
other stakeholders. 

We urge the Department of Water Resources and the Administration to move forward to bring the California 
Water Fix to fruition. 

Our state's system of aging dirt levees, aqueducts and pipes that brings water from the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains to 2/3 of the State is outdated and at risk of collapse in the event of a major earthquake or flood. 
Problems with this aging system have already resulted in significant water supply cutbacks and shortages for 
people, farms and businesses, as well as damage to fish, wildlife and the environment. 

The California Water Fix will improve our water delivery infrastructure to allow us to responsibly capture and 
move water during wet years, so that we have a greater water supply during future droughts. The current 
drought has demonstrated that California's aging water infrastructure is not equipped to handle the regular 
boom and bust cycles of our climate. With above average rains predicted in the near future, we must move 
forward with improved infrastructure to capture the water when it's available. 

The California Water Fix (Alternative 4A) will: 
• Protect water supplies by delivering them through a modern water pipeline rather than relying solely 

on today's deteriorating dirt levee system. 
• Build a water delivery system that is able to protect our water supplies from earthquakes, floods and 

natural disasters. 



• Improve the ability to move water to storage facilities throughout the state so we can capture it for use 
in dry years. 

• Restore more natural water flows above ground in rivers and streams in order to reduce impacts on 
endangered fish and other wildlife. 

• Protect and restore wildlife and the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
• Provide a viable distribution system that can readily transport water from new surface storage north of 

the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta like the proposed Sites Reservoir. 

Getting to this point has been a long and thorough process. Now is the time to act and move forward to protect 
California's water security. 

For these reasons, we support the California Water Fix (Alternative 4A). 

Sincerely, 

Andrew J Meredith 
President 
Northeastern California Building & Construction Trades Council 
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BINATIONAL AGREEMENT DUE SOON ON TIJUANA RIVER POLLUTION 
Negotiators after nearly 2 years form slate 
on sediment, solid waste and water quality 

BY SANDRA DIBBLE 

'l'I.JUANA 
The United States and 

Mexico are preparing to 
sign an agreement to ad­
dress issues of sediment, 
trash and polluted storm­
water that for years have 
plagued the Tijuana River 
watershed. 

The binding agreement, 
known as a minute, aims 
to set up a framework to 
formally address the is­
sues ,bilaterally and bring 
together members of gov­
ernment agencies as ·well 
as participan~s from the 
nonprofit sector. Under the · 
minute, groups are expect­
ed to address three major 

issues: sediment control, 
solid waste management 
and water quality. 

The accord haS been ne­
gotiated through the US. 
International B_oundary 
and Water Commission, 
or IBWC, and its Mexican 
counterpart, the Comision 
International de Limites y 
Aguas, or CILA. 

":tDr the course of three 
decades, there has been 
frustration on both sides 
of the border," said Carlos 
de la Parra, a researcher 
at the Colegio de Ia Fron­
tera Norte and the head of 
the CILA citizens advisory 
group in Tijuana. 

Discussions have been on­
, going for close to tw9 years, 

Sources. SanGIS; SDSU 

and a final agreement is exM 
pee ted before the end of the 
summer. The wording of the 
agreement is unUer review 
by Mexico's Foreign Minis­
try, and a final version would 
have to be approved by the 
U.S. State Department. 

A minute is an amend­
ment to the 1944 water 
treaty, between the United 
States and Mexico. 'l'he 
last such agreement, Min­
ute 319, was signed in No­
vember 2012 and commit­
ted the two governments 

to collaboration on the 
Colorado River during a 
five-year period. 

The T\juana River wa­
tershed spans portions of 
Baja California and San DiM 
ego County, covering 1,735 
miles, an area roughly the 
size of Rhode Island. About 
twoMthirds of its area is in 
Mexico. 

For years, major challeng­
es have involved pollution at 
the mouth of the river, at the 
Tijuana River National EsM 
tuarine Research Heserve 
in Imperial Beach. A perM 
sistent problem has been 
discarded tires that are 
carried down the watershed 
from Tijuana shantytowns 
during heavy downpours. 

Another issue has been 
sediment: "There are a lot 
of these canyons (in Mexico) 
that drain into the United 

Stat~s," said Sally Spene1~ 
foreign affairs officer for 
the IBWC. "The soils in the 
region are highly erodible, 
and so when you get rain 
you get erosion, it brings 
sediment, trash, it affects 
water quality." 

Roberto Espinosa, CILNs 
representative in Tijuana, 
said that the agreement 
"will give us the necessary 
instruments to understand 
our shared watershed more 
clearly." 

Espinosa said that greatM 
er understanding will lead 
to concrete actions. "The 
binational· watershed de­
serves this, and the com­
munities of San Diego and 
Tijuana do as well." 

sandra.dibble@utsandiego.com 
(619) 293~l7!6 

Twitter: @sandradilib!e 

SAN DIEGO'' SEEKS NEW WATER RECYCLING APPROACH 
Proposed bypassing 
of ground transfers 
called unprecedented 

BY DAVID GARRICK 

San Diego's $3.5 billion 
plan to fight the drought by 
recycling sewage into drink­
ing water is forcing state 
regulators·to rewrite their 
water recycling rule book. 

State rules call for pu­
rified sewer water to be 
pumped into large natural 
basins underground before 
it can enter the local water 
supply, partly because that's 

, how it's done where water 
recycling essentially began 
in Orange County. 

San Diego's lack of ad­
equate groundwater basins 
and aquifers, however, will 
force local officials to pu~p 
the recycled water directly 
into city reservoirs. 

'rhat nearly unprec-
edented approach, which 

, will shrink the amount of 
time between water getting 
recycled and showing up in 
faucets, could create health 
concerns and make it hard­
er for the public to embrace 
recycled water, which some 
critics call "toilet to tap." 

But it could also make San 
DiegO a model for the many 
other'droughtME!tricken cit­
ies in the West that lack 
groundwater basins but still 
see recycling sewer water 
as their best option. 

San Diego's proposal has 
prompted state officials to 
begin crafting proposed regM 
ulations fOr pumping purified 
sewer water into reservoirs 
instead of into grouudwatez~ 
with a first draft of those reg­
ulations slated for release in 
late summer. 

"Since there aren't any 
regulations for doing this 
with reservoirs, we're work­
ing handMin.:.hand with the 
state to develop them," said 
.John Helminski, assistant 
director of the city's Pub­
lic Utilities Department. 
wrhere isn't a precedent for 
how this works." 

San Diego needs state ap­
proval to move forward with 

San Vicente reservoir would receive puriLed sewer water at its north end under a proposal by San Diego to 
skip transferring recycled water underground through natural basins, which it lacks. JOHN GIBBINS • U·T 

its water purification prO­
gl'am, which is expected to 
produce 83 million gallons 
a day of potable water by 
2035 - a third of the city's 
needed supply. 

Helminski said he's oPti­
mistic the state will approve 
San Diego's use of the large 
San Vicente Reservoir by the. 
end of2016, but that approval 
for using smaller reservoirs, 
such as Lake Miramar or 
the Alvarado reservoir in 
La Mesa, will be trickier and 
isn't expected until early2018 
at the earliest. 

"From the feedback 
we've gotten so far,· they 

· 'feel we are taking the right 
approach," said Helminski, 
adding that San Diego has 
conducted more than 9,000 
tests and had outside .doc~ 
tors and scientists verify re­
sults. "They're happy with 
the research and the out­
comes and that we have an 
independent panel to help 
vet all this information." 

Randy Bernard, recycled 
water unit chief. for the 
state's Division of Drinking 

A pilot project purifies water at the North City Rec­
lamation Plant, which is slated to produce 15 million 
gallons per day by 2023. HOWARD LIPIN • U~T 

Water, said he's also optimis­
tic San Diego's use of reser­
voirs will get approved. 

j'The technologies that 
they're implementing and 
the methods that they're us­
ing are right in line with what 
we feel are safe for public 
health," Bernard said. 

"While using groundwater 
has a track record, Bernard 
said there's nothing magical 
about that approach that 
makes it superior to using 

a reservoir. 
j'The public health pro­

tections are equivalent," he 
said. 

The key to either ap­
proach is creating a buffer 
of some kind between the 
recycling of the water and 
it showing up in faucets, 
which officials call ureten­
tion time." That time allows 
the recycled water to mix 
with imported water and 
rain, and also creates an 

opportunity for regulators 
to step in if something goes 
wrong during purification. 

"When Orange County 
injects their water into the 
ground up in Anahdm, it 
takes nearly six months for it 
flow down to the Huntington 
Beach area where it's drawn 
out," Helminski said. 

In contrast, retention 
, time in San Diego will be 
much shorter because the 
distance is much less be­
tween the northern and 
southern ends of the San 
Vicente Reservoir. 

That will force San Di~ 
ego to purify the water 
more aggressively than 
the typical process, which 
includes microMfiltration, 
reverse osmosis and the 
use of ultraviolet light and 
hydrogen peroxide. 

In addition to those efforts, 
Helminski said San Diego will 
seek to eliminate pharmaceu~ 
ticals by treating the water 
before purification. That ap­
proach could be particularly 
crucial in getting approval 
fOr San Diego's smaller resM 

ervoirs, where retention time 
would be even less. 

While reservoirs can be 
as effective as basins, Ber­
nard said San Diego's ap­
proach might make it hard­
er to convince the public to 
embrace drinking purified 
sewer water. 

"Studies show that when 
people fully understand it, 
the 'yuck factor' dies way 
down, but there's a bigger 
disconnect when it goes in 
the ground," he said. uonce 
you see it coming from the 
ground you forget where it 
came from, but in a reservOir 
there's still that little connec~ 
tion because you see where it 
comes in and goes out." 

Bernard and Helminski 
said San Diego would likely 
become a model for many 
other cities and water 
agencies exploring water 
recycling. 

But Bernard said most 
such cities plan to use Or­
ange County's groundwater 
model if possible. 

He also said San Diego 
might not be an ideal model 
because most other coni­
munities lack reservoirs as 
large as San Vicente. 

"It's huge and it's got great 
retention time/' he said. 
"Olher reservoirs around 
the state just don't have the 
same capacity." 

rrhe city plans to eventu­
ally have three water recy­
cling plants. 

One would be at the North 
City Reclamation Plant near 
Miramar Road, where a pilot 
project has been under way 
tOr several years.lt's slated to 
produce 15 million gallons of 
water per day by 2023. 

The second facility1 slated 
to begin producing another 
15 million gallons by 2027, 
would be an expansion of 
the South Bay Wastewater 
Treatment Plant near the 
international border. 

1.'he third plant is ten­
tatively slated to open by 
2035 somewhere on Harbor 
Drive. It would produce 53 
million gallons per day. 

david.garrick@utsandiego.com 

(619) 269"8906 
Twitter: @UTDavidGarrick 



GEORGE SKELTON 

Why are San Diego water agencies being hit with big mandatory cuts? 
SACHAMENTO 

San Diego water officials 
have some cogent questions 
for Gov. Jerry Brown. 

First, about those costly, 
monster tunnels he wants 
to dig under the Sacramen~ 
to~ San Joaquin River Delta: 
Wouldn't it be smarter to 
use that money - at least a 
good chunk of it- to build 
local water projects? 

Yes, delta plumbing needs 
to be fixed, maybe even re­
designed, they acknowl­
edge. But really? Two 40-
foot-wide, 35-mile tunnels? 
Something smaller per­
haps, combined with local 
recycling or desalination 
facilities that could produce 
more water? 

Second, the San Diego 
region for two decades has 
been on the cutting edge 
of reducing water use and 
building facilities for the 

·future. 1'hat includes what 
the county water author­
ity calls "the nation's larg­
est~ most technologically 
advanced and energy-ef­
ficient seawater desalina­
tion plant." 

So why are some of its wa­
ter agencies being hit with 
steep, mandatory consmnp-

tion cutbacks? It's not fair, 
they protest. 

These are questions also 
being asked by other water 
officials in California. In fact, 
the city of Riverside, which 
considers itself water-inde­
pendent and doesn't impor-t, 
is suing the state over its or­
dered 28 percent cuts. 

San Diego officials aren't 
expecting an answer from 
the governor. Two years 
ago, they and some San 
Francisco Bay Area water 
agencies wrote the Brown 
and Obama administra­
tions, raising serious con­
cerns about the ambitious 
tunnel plan. 

Heplies "ranged from 
ignoring us to castigating 
us/' says Dennis Cushman, 
assistant general manager 
of the San Diego County 
Water Authority. 

In the letter, the local 
water officials said that the 
proposal was "burdened 
with large uncertainties" 
and that "a solid busi­
ness case has not yet been 
made." There were risks 
to endangered species, the 
delta itself and water qual­
ity, they said, plus "open­
ended costs" to water us-

ers combined with ~<political 
controversy and potentially 
lengthy litigation." 

Missing, the letter com­
plained,, was any alterna­
tive that included a smaller 
delta facility coupled with 
investments in local wa­
terworks and storage. The 
water agencies suggested 
the tunnel capacitY be cut 
by two-thirds. 

'
1It would provide con­

siderable water supply 
benefits," the local officials 
continued, "while better 
protecting broader inter­
ests in the delta. Such a fa­
cility would also realize sig­
nificant financial savings ... 
face fewer legal and political 
challenges and potentially 
be completed sooner." 

Brown did alter his pro­
posal cosmetically, but llot 
the size. He also lowered the 
project cost to about $17 bil­
lion from $25 billion, mainly 
by significantly reducing 
wildlife habitat restoration. 

'rhe San Diego water au­
thority hasn't taken a for­
mal position on the project, 
but it remains skeptical. 
"We want to see a financial 
plan," says board Chairman 
Mark Weston. "Who's going 

to pay for it? And we need to 
know how the water would 
be allocated. So far, it's look­
ing like we'd get less water 
and be paying more." 

"There hasn't been a cost­
benefit analysis," complains 
Maureen Stapleton, the au­
thority's general manager. 
"How. much are we going to 
be on the hook to pay? Our 
ratepayers' money is not 
unlimited." 

rrhe San Diego officials 
were in Sacramento to vent 
last week. 

The authority includes 
24 member water 'agencies 
serving 3.2 million people. 
In an average yeat~ 19 per­
cent of its water comes 
from the delta, purchased 
through the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern 
California. In this drought 
year, however, only about 2 
percent is from the delta. 

San Diego is becoming 
more water-independent. 
A quarter-century ago, 95 
percent of its water came 
from the MWD. Now leSs 
than 50 percent does. And 
in five years it's projected to 
be only 30 percent. 'l'he rest 
comes from the Colorado 
River and locaiiy. 

Those tunnels would cost 
everyone who uses delta wa­
ter. MWD customers would 
foot a large share of the bill. 
San Diego ratepayers could 

·pay an extra $8 to $10 each 
month, it's estimated. , 

For that, they could build 
another desalination plant 
that would produce more 
water. 
, The Brown administration, 

trying to calm Northern Cali­
fornia fears, has been saying 
the tunnels wouldn't neces­
sarily send additional water 
south, just make the deliver­
ies more reliable. In recent 
year;s, valves on the current 
system have frequently been 
tightened to protect endan­
gered fish. 

The San Diego desali­
nation plant, located in 
Carlsbad, is scheduled to 
begin operating in the fall. 
It's costing $1 billion but is 
drought-proof and will sup­
ply 7 percent to 10 percent 
of the county's water. Desal­
inated water is very expen­
sive about twice what is 
paid for :MWD water- but 
the cost is expected to come 
down in future years. 

Sounds like maybe a plan 
for other coastal communi-

ties- especially if the state 
were to pitch in and help. 

San Diego also has doubled 
the capacity of its San Vi­
cente dam to become more 
self-sufficient. But it's using 
less water. In 1990, daily wa­
ter use was 235 gallons per 
capita. Last year, it was 161. 

So when some of its agen­
cies were told by Sacramen­
to to cut their water use by 
as much as 36 percent, lo­
cal officials cried foul. "The 
state should be incentiviz­
ing, encouraging our self­
help," Stapleton contends. 

I called Felicia Marcus, 
chairwoman of the .State 
Water R~sources Control 
Board, which ordered cut­
backs all over California. 
Although there has been 
good conservation overall 
in San Diego County, she 
said, some agencies still are 
wasting too much water. 

"We wanted to' reward 
those people who stepped 
up when the governor asked 
them to" in April, she said. 

Now, Brown should step 
up and take another look at 
those humongous tunnels. 

george.skelton@latimes.com 
Tw1tter: @LATimesSkelton 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Hello! 

Sandra Menzel <sandmenzel@gmail.com> 
Monday, August 03, 2015 9:02 AM 

RECIRC276. 

Valerie Huezo; info@BayDeltaConservationPian.com; jonclark@bcag.org; 
cvag@cvag.org; abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us; leah.mcnearney@water.ca.gov; 
devpl n@ bakersfieldcity.us; N ROC@ N atu reReserveOC.org; jbyous@ placer.ca.gov; 
jkrosch@sandiego.gov; Steve Mayo; Edmund.Sullivan@scv-habitatagency.org; 
Mozumder, Kailash; clee@scwa2.com; Radmacherr@saccounty.net; jtavagli@rcbos.org; 
emontanez@ci.corona.ca.us; Petrea@conserosolutions.com; BDCPcomments 

Catherine Portman 
Re: Burrowing owl conservation plans - Invitation to edit 

This is a follow-up email regarding burrowing owls as a covered species under Conservation Plans in 
California. As I mentioned in my previous email, we are currently compiling information for burrowing owls 
and and would greatly appreciate your help. 

Many thanks to those of you who have already responded and shared your information! Thank you so much for 
your help! 

If your plan does not cover burrowing owls, could you please briefly state in a reply-email why this species was 
not included (e.g., past/present absence, no appropriate habitat, etc.); no further steps are necessary. 

If your plan does include burrowing owls, could you please take a moment and fill out the information for your 
jurisdiction in the shared Google Drive Spreadsheet (see link below). We would like to address the following 
questions: 

How long was (or has been so far) the development phase for the plan (column F)? 
Has your plan been approved by wildlife agencies, if yes, when? If not, when is approval anticipated (column 
G)? 
How long is the permit term (column H)? 
What is the total plan area (column I); the target for protected/managed areas for burrowing owls (column J); 
and the area currently under protection/management for burrowing owls (column K)? 
How much of the total protected/managed area for burrowing owls will be on public land (column L)? 
How many breeding seasons has the burrowing owl population (i.e. census of the total number of pairs and their 
young) in the plan area been monitored (column M), and what is the monitoring frequency specified in your 
plan (e.g., annually, biennial; column N)? 
How many pairs of burrowing owls were present within the plan area during the most current breeding 
population census (please include the year; column 0)? 
What is the target population for your plan area (number of breeding pairs; column P) 
Can you please provide a table and/or graph representing population trends (yes/no; column Q)? 
Are adaptive management processes in effect to meet the plan's targets (yes/no; column R)? 

If your Conservation Plan is still in the planning phase, please provide goal dates/numbers if available, or enter 
n/a. 

We will share the compiled information publicly during the California Burrowing Owl Consortium Conference 
at San Jose State University on October 24. More information about this conference is available on our website: 
http:/ lbunowingowlpreservation.org/htm 1/ consortium 2015 .htm 



If you have any questions, please contact 
Catherine Portman: cportman@gmail.com; 530.666.0882 
or Sandra Menzel: sandmenzel@gmail.com; 831.431.3301. 

And please let us know if you are aware of any Conservation Plans that cover burrowing owls. 

Thank you for your help and all your wildlife conservation efforts! 

Catherine Portman & Sandra Menzel 

From: "Sandra Menzel (via Google Sheets)" 
<sandmenzel@gmail.com> 
Subject: Burrowing owl conservation plans - Invitation 
to edit 
Date: July 7, 2015 at 12:43:03 PM PDT 
To: vhuezo@natomasbasin .org 
Cc: info@BayDeltaConservationPian.com, 
ionclark@bcag.org, cvag@cvag.org, 
abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us, 
leah.mcnearney@water.ca.gov, devpln@bakersfieldcity.us, 
NROC@NatureReserveOC.org, ibyous@placer.ca.gov, 
jkrosch@sandiego.gov, mayo@sicog.org, 
Edmund.Sullivan@scv-habitatagency.org, 
Kailash.Mozumder@icfi.com, clee@scwa2.com, 
Radmacherr@saccounty.net, jtavagli@rcbos.org, 
emontanez@ci.corona.ca.us, 
Petrea@conserosolutions.com 

Sandra Menzel 

We are compiling information for burrowing owls as a covered 
"'u"''""c'"' under Conservation Plans in California. We identified 14 such 
plans in the state and would greatly appreciate your help. 

If your plan does not cover owls, could you briefly 
state in a reply-email why this species was not included (e.g., 
past/present no habitat, etc.); no further steps are 
necessary. 

If your plan does include burrowing owls, could you please take a 
moment and fill out the information for your jurisdiction in the shared 
Google Drive Spreadsheet by July 30. We would like to address the 
following questions: 



How long was (or has been so far) the development phase for the plan 
(column 
Has your plan been approved wildlife agencies, if yes, when? If not, 
when is anticipated (column 
How long is the permit term (column H)? 
What is the total area (column I); the target for protected/managed 
areas for burrowing owls (column J); and the area currently under 
protection/management for burrowing owls (column K)? 
How much of the total protected/managed area for burrowing owls will 
be on public land (column L)? 
How many breeding seasons has the burrowing owl population (i.e. 
census of the total number of pairs and their young) in the plan area 
been monitored (column M), and what is the monitoring frequency 
specified in your plan (e.g., annually, biennial; column N)? 
How many pairs of burrowing owls were present within the plan area 
during the most current breeding population census (please include the 
year; column 0)? 
What is the target population for your plan area (number of breeding 
pairs; column P) 
Can you please provide a table and/or graph representing population 
trends (yes/no; column Q)? 
Are adaptive management processes in effect to meet the plan's targets 
(yes/no; column R)? 

If your Conservation Plan is still in the planning phase, please provide 
goal dates/numbers if available, or enter n/a. 

We will share the compiled information publicly during the California 
Burrowing Owl Consortium Conference at San Jose State University on 
October 24. More information about this conference is available on our 
website: http://burrowingowlpreservation.org/html/consortium 2015.htm 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Catherine Portman: cportman@gmail.com; 530.666.0882 
or Sandra Menzel: sandmenzel@gmail.com; 831.431.3301. 

And please let us know if you are aware of any Conservation Plans that 
cover burrowing owls. 

Thank you for your help and all your wildlife conservation efforts! 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Brett Kuntze <brettze@aol.com> 
Sunday, Atrgust02, 2015 1:40PM 
BDCPcomments 
Counterproposal Idea to WaterFix 

RECIRC277. 

I propose that all municipals develop their own storm drain water capture programs to boost water supplies . The design 
should be so simple enough to carry out. All we need to do is to cap all the main storm drain outpours that flows into 
creeks, rivers, estuaries, bays, oceans ,etc. and pump the precious storm drain water to storage facilities that can be 
tanks, man made reservoirs , aquifiers, etc for consumption. Of course, we need to treat the storm drain water before 
consumption. 
If anyone argues that the storm drain water is too dirty and unfit for our consumption, then I can answer back that it is unfit 
for discharge into any body of water, anyway! So, we already had man made water shed with endless pavement of 
streets and highways as well as extensive concrete coverings all over the municipals in California which rainwater is so 
beautifully funneled down the street grates into mazes of pipes that keep joining into those huge main drainpipes that 
flows out by millions of acrefeet every year even drought ones. 
I ask you what the fuck we are doing wasting them !! I ask you !! Yeah I ask you! 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Brett Kuntze < brettze@aol.com > 

Sunday, August 02, 2015 1:55 PM 
BDCPcomments 

Subject: Re: Automatic reply: Counterproposal Idea to WaterFix 

I had made same proposal directly to the office of the Governor a couple weeks ago on the potential recovery of storm 
drain water and storage of it. I am following up with my local representative in my local . I urge you all to consider on my 
proposal on recovery and storage of storm drain water in all major cities and towns across California. Even in drought 
years, we can recover considerable amounts of rainwater that can be captured in the built in storm drain pipes all over!! 
unseen! 

-----Original Message-----
From: BDCPcomments <BDCPcomments@icfi.com> 
To: Brett Kuntze <brettze@aol.com> 
Sent: Sun, Aug 2, 2015 1 :40 pm 
Subject: Automatic reply: Counterproposal Idea to WaterFix 

Your comment on the 
the 

Delta Conservation 
will end on October 

and NEPA processes. 

For more assistance in the 
the website at http://bovdeltoconservotionplan.com. 

WaterFix has been received. The 
2015. All substantive comments received on the 

the 2013 BDCP will be 
decisions have been mode 

occur 

or have contact 866-924-9955 or visit 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

shirleyspeck <shirleyspeck@comcast.net> 
Saturday, August 01, 2015 2:32 PM 
BDCPcomments 
Oppose Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

TO Department of Water Resources and Governor Brown: 

We strongly oppose the latest version of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan. Here are our reasons: 

1) The plan will not provide any additional water; 

2) Delta water quality will decline; 

RECIRC278. 

3) The benefits all seem to flow to Southern California and large agricultural interests, to the detriment of the Bay Area: 
this is not a balanced plan; 

4) The expense is huge ($60 million) and the benefits nonexistent; 

5) All of the habitat restoration proposals have been eliminated; 

6) The plan fails to meet federal standards under the Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act; 

7) The plan does not outline the costs for water users; 

8) The plan does not provide any drought relief; 

9) The plan does not address water conservation or recycling, which would actually be of value. 

From: 
Shirley and Adam Peck 
56 E Country Club Drive 
Brentwood, CA 94513 
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 Unused (replaces form) 
 Duplicate of ____ 
 Out of Scope 
 Other:  
 
(replace original) 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Aug 3, 2015 

Mr. Ryan Wulff, NMFS 
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Wulff, NMFS, 

RECIRC280. 

Friends of the River <info@friendsoftheriver.org> on behalf of Veronica Barajas 
< info@friendsoftheriver.org > 
Monday, August 03, 2015 12:17 AM 
Ryan Wulff, NMFS 
I oppose all alternatives in the BDCP that propose construction of new diversions and 
tunnels under the Delta 

Thank you for receiving public comments in response to the Recirculated Draft BDCP Plan and Draft EIR/EIS. 

I oppose all alternatives in the BDCP that propose construction of new diversions and tunnels under the Delta. I oppose 
the project because: 

It is too costly (up to $54 billion with interest and other hidden 
costs) and the general public should not have to cover any of this outrageous, including habitat restoration costs. These 
should be paid by those who receive the water (since the Delta diversions degraded the habitat in the first place). 

Operation of the diversions and tunnels threaten to dewater major upstream reservoirs in northern California and 
reduce downstream river flows, to the detriment of fish, wildlife, recreation, and other public trust values. 

Diversion and tunnel facilities would adversely impact too much Delta farmland and habitat, harm Brannan Island State 
Park, infringe on the Stone lakes National Wildlife Refuge, and degrade other essential conservation lands. 

You cannot restore Delta habitat without first determining how much fresh water the Delta needs to survive and thrive. 
Restoration of fresh water flows from the San Joaquin River in the south Delta are particularly important. 

The tunnels will need more upstream storage facilities to feed fresh water into them. These include raising Shasta Dam, 
building the Sites Reservoir, and possibly reviving the Auburn Dam on the American River and the Dos Rios Dam on the 
Eel. The environmental, cultural, and financial impacts of these controversial projects are a significant foreseeable but 
ignored impact of the BDCP. 

Please do not destroy the delta habitat. Please consider future generations financial stability do not place California 
residents in billions of dollars worth of debt. 
There are solutions that would benefit everyone in this drought that do not require building tunnels in northern 
California. 
We have wildlife protected lands these areas would be affected. There is farm land along the Sacramento/delta water 
way fresh water is needed in order to sustain these farms. 
Please consider there are other proposals that should be primarily exhausted before running tunnels all the way to 
southern California. 
Financial responsibility for billions of dollars is an enslavement of the people. I ask for you to protect us and our 
environment. 



I believe that the BDCP should include, and I would support, an alternative that significantly reduces Delta exports and 
focuses instead on restoring habitat and threatened and endangered species in the Delta, improves Delta water quality 
by providing sufficient fresh water inflow from both the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, and that includes a 
pragmatic plan to sustainably meeting California's water needs. This can be done by increasing agricultural and urban 
water use efficiency, capturing and treating storm water, recycling urban waste water, cleaning up polluted 
groundwater, and reducing irrigation of desert lands in the southern Central Valley with severe drainage problems. We 
don't need to build more dams or tunnels. 

Thank you for considering my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Veronica Barajas 
2624 Carson Way 
Antioch, CA 94531-8270 
(925} 812-0275 
vbarajas801@gmail.com 



RECIRC281. 
BAY DELTACONSERVATIONPLAN -7/28/2015 

BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN 

CALIFORNIA WATERFIX 

RECIRCULATED DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

SUPPLEMENTAL DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF COMMENTS 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Sacramento, California 

Reported by: Susan I. Stuart, CSR No. 6410 

PULONE REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 800-200-1252 
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTING & VIDEOCONFERENCING SERVICES 
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BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN -7/28/2015 

1 Comment By Katherine Miller 

2 

3 Hello. I'm Katherine Miller, chair of the 

4 San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors, and I'm here 

5 today on behalf of our residents who live and work in the 

6 San Joaquin Delta and the people who will be most directly 

7 impacted by the outcome of this process; the people of 

8 California and the generations to follow who will have to 

9 pay for this massive boondoggle, farmers who have held 

10 title to Delta land for generations, the port workers and 

11 fishermen whose livelihoods depend on the protection of 

12 the Delta, and all of those who come to visit, recreate, 

13 and enjoy the estuary and the precious wildlife whose 

14 numbers are dwindling. 

15 From day one, we've expressed the need for a 

16 statewide solution that does not sacrifice the Delta or 

17 pit the North against the South. 

18 We warned that the BDCP was the wrong solution, but 

19 we were denied a place at the table so that our voice 

20 could be heard. 

21 I'm here today to let you know that we n 

22 committed to ensuring that this process does not go 

23 wayward again. 

24 Rebranding the BDCP as the California WaterFix fails 

25 to fix its central fallacy; that a massive tunnel system, 
5 
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1 which would greatly reduce the natural flow of water 

2 through the Delta, can meet the Delta Reform Act's 

3 co-equal goals. 

4 Our concerns in regards to the newly issued EIR/EIS 

5 focus on four key areas; Delta protection, governance, 

6 cost, and timing. 

7 We need to protect and improve water quality and 

8 water quantity in the Delta region for fish, wildlife, and 

9 Delta farmers and residents. 

10 We need our voice to be included on all governance 

11 decisions that affect our region. We're still wondering 

12 why we weren't invited to participate the first time 

13 around. We support the holistic and inclusive approach of 

14 Prop 1 that was approved by California voters. 

15 BDCP/California WaterFix's top-down model must go. 

16 We must ensure that the cost is worth the effort. 

17 While the original BDCP price tag have 17 billion has been 

18 cut to 15, we remain concerned about the potential for 

19 cost overruns, which could push the final cost to over 

20 $50 million dollars, putting taxpayers at risk again with 

21 a plan that creates no new water. 

22 With the issuance the latest iteration of this 

23 plan and the sed draft S, the fact that we were 

24 only given approximately 50 days, now extended to 60, is 

25 disconcerting. It's more important that we get it right 
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1 this time instead of rushing. 

2 Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Don Coelho 

2 

3 Hi. I'm Don Coelho. I'm 67 years old. I've lived 

4 in around the Delta all my life, currently on Smith Canal 

5 in Stockton. I'm an active outdoorsman. I fish, hunt. 

6 I've already seen the decline in striped bass, salmon, 

7 water quality, and the ecosystem degraded. 

8 And I'm old enough to remember this starting with 

9 Edmund G. (Pat) Brown with the California Aqueduct, 

10 Central Valley Water Project, Delta-Mendota Canal. 

11 There's already been increased pumping. 

12 If the tunnels are built, that will kill what's left 

13 of the Delta. It cannot take the bypass of freshwater. 

14 It's not worth it to send water south to benefit a few 

15 corporate wealthy individuals growing almonds on arid 

16 desert land for export. 

17 I just plead with whoever is in charge to hear the 

18 public testimony and not allow this boondoggle to go 

19 through. The people do not want it. Just like the people 

20 do not want the train to nowhere, the people do not want 

21 these tunnels. So it's just -- so I thank you for hearing 

22 my comments. 

23 

24 

25 
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1 Comment By Alan Duran 

2 

3 It seems like we have our priorities wrong. Even 

4 before the tunnels, even before the drought, we were 

5 hurting the fish populations. Now we are almost at the 

6 point of extinction for several species, and we continue 

7 to take more water. And for what? So a very few giant 

8 agricultural businesses can send almonds to China. 

9 Short-term financial gain for a few at the expense 

10 of the rest of us and the environment is wrong. 

11 Conservation is good. We should have started years ago. 

12 But now if everybody saves what the governor has asked, 

13 it's still less than we use for just one crop. And they 

14 keep planting more. 

15 We have to get our priorities straight. Short-term 

16 gains for a few don't justify the damage we are doing. 

17 Follow the law and save the fish. 
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1 Comment By Frances Burke 

2 

3 I am a farmer from Yolo County and very interested 

4 in the California State Water Plan. 

5 And my question is: How can you take water from 

6 above the Delta out of the Delta without degrading the 

7 habitat and the fisheries, the salmon. That's my 

8 question, my concern. 

9 How can the state justify damaging the Delta to 

10 provide water for the southern San Joaquin when the 

11 quality of the ground -- excuse me, when the soil quality 

12 is in some places toxic and of low quality? 

13 Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Daniel Witte 

2 

I 
3 I am Daniel Witte. I have lived -- I have been a 

4 boater and -- boater, water skier, and fisherman on the I 

5 California Delta all my life. And if we take -- if we 

6 were to build the Delta tunnels, it would totally change 

7 that li And not only would it change recreation, but 

8 more importantly it would change our fishing industry, it 

9 would crash our fishing industry. It would -- because we 

10 would have no salmon. Therefore, the commercial salmon 

11 fishing would not be able to happen. Nor would sport 

12 fishing happen. 

13 Also, building the Delta tunnels does not create any 

14 more water, it just moves the water around. Instead 

15 desalinization, which means you're moving the salt from 

16 the water from a saltwater body and converting it to 

17 freshwater would make more jobs because they vwuld have to 

18 have people working in the desalinization plants, plus it 

19 would actually create more freshwater. 

20 Also, I -- it would without -- the saltwater that 

21 could come into the Delta by building the tunnels would be 

22 unfarmable for the Delta farmers who have been here for 

23 many years compared to almond farmers in the central 

24 valley. 

25 What I would like to understand is I don't 
11 
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1 understand - what I don't understand is they say they 1 re 

2 only going to take the same amount of water with the 

3 tunnels. Why are they building such a big tunnel? It 

4 just seems if they're going to do that, if they're going 

5 to build such a big tunnel, it just seems like they would 

6 take more water anyhow. 
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1 Comment By Henrik Albert 

2 

3 Hi. Name is Henrik Albert. I live in Alameda, 

4 California. 

5 So I have a number of questions about this project, 

6 but for me the key or one of the really important 

7 questions is how much freshwater will we have flowing 

8 through the Delta after the completion of this project? 

9 My understanding is that we have very severely impacted 

10 this ecosystem of the Delta and the bay downstream of that 

11 because we divert so much freshwater out of the Delta. I 

12 don't see that adding additional ways to take 

13 freshwater out of the system it seems to me can only make 

14 things worse, so I would really like to see some 

15 guarantees that we will maintain adequate freshwater 

16 flows, adequate to preserve that environment and the 

17 wildlife corninunities that depend on that environment. 
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1 Comment By Marie McMurtry 

2 

3 My name is Marie McMurtry. I'm from Jackson, 

4 California. 

5 I believe that the twin tunnels are going to remove 

6 too much water from our Delta system, which is going to 

7 cause sediment to build up in the estuaries and end up 

8 contaminating all of our farmlands and destroying our 

9 fish. 

10 I used to do salmon restoration, and I personally 

11 have seen the detriment of the fish with lack of water 

12 flows. It's extremely di cult to try to restore habitat 

13 once it's been destroyed, and I think that scientists need 

14 to do a significant study on the effects before they 

15 follow through with this project. 
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1 Comment By Anastassios Kandris 

2 

3 I'm Anastassios Kandris. I live in San Joaquin 

4 County. 

5 Well, the intent of the tunnels will not make a 

6 single drop of water for the state. It will not provide 

7 any water for the state. It's simply a grab from the 

8 south to pay off the government's cronies. 

9 There are many alternatives, such as putting dams 

10 and expediting the construction of such dams just like 

11 they did the -- expedite the procedure just like they did 

12 for the Kings arena when they need something done. 

13 There's also other means; desalinization, which works well 

14 for the Arab countries, and also osmosis, recycling water. 

15 And do not destroy the Delta. Do not under any 

16 circumstances build any tunnel and destroy the Delta. 

17 That is a crime to society and it's forcing -- the 

18 government is forcing its will on the people which did not 

19 vote for such a project. It will destroy their way of 

20 life. Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Elizabeth Lasensky 

2 

3 Elizabeth Lasensky. Davis, California. 

4 And I would like to comment about the CEQA, C-E-Q-A, 

5 process that is going on here. At a local and county 

6 level this would not be considered a significant outreach 

7 to the public. Which is required under CEQA when you have 

8 a project that will impact the environment. And this is a 

9 very superficial and slick effort at public outreach with 

10 minimal outreach to the public, very little data, very 

11 little specificity. There is nothing here that is 
I' 

12 pertaining to the animals, the fish, the wildlife that 

13 would be impacted by this project. 

14 There is nothing really that talks about the 
I' 

15 economic benefits to the taxpayers of California. We know 

16 about the benefits to the billionaires in Southern 

17 California who will benefit from this project, but where 

18 is the benefit to the rest of the population of 

19 California? We are going to be on the hook for many, many 

20 years for the project and in the form of bonds and 

21 interest on the bonds. And it's my understanding that 

22 only 5.5 jobs will be created for every million dollars 

23 spent, which is a very poor return on our taxpayer 

24 investment. 

25 Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Kathleen Keeling 

2 

3 My name is Kathleen Keeling. 

4 I just wanted to make a comment about how a 

5 tunnel -- or, excuse me, taking water from an estuary has 

6 never been a benefit to the estuary itself. So we cannot 

7 say that we have co-equal goals to send water south from 

8 the estuary and allow for the preservation of the estuary. 

9 At this point, we have taken more water -- or 

10 promised more water than actually flows through the 

11 estuary, the Delta. And the Delta needs a rest. It needs 

12 to have us stop taking more and more water. This 

13 high-tech piping system keeps the water from ever actually 

14 entering the Delta, so none of the bene£ of the water 

15 will accrue to the Delta. All of this is being sent south 

16 for the benefit mostly of farmers in the south 

17 San Joaquin. This will in the long run create a green 

18 south San Joaquin -- south San Joaquin Valley and the 

19 browning of the Delta area. 

20 And it will be expensive to the farmers in the 

21 Delta. Who will pay for these is a question that can only 

22 be answered over time. The rheto c says the rate payers 

23 will pay for it. However, we are all rate payers, so 

24 therefore not only are we in the Delta paying for it 

25 through the loss of our jobs and our economy but also 
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1 through the actual monetary outlay eventually coming into 

2 our lives as taxpayers. 

3 That's all I have to say. 
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1 Comment By Sally Oliver 

2 

3 My name is Sally Oliver. 

4 And my comments about the tunnel -- twin tunnel 

5 project are the following. The rivers and streams of 

6 Northern California have public trust value. The public 

7 trust is an affirmation of the duty of the State of 

8 California to protect the heritage of the streams, lakes, 

9 and highlands of California. The twin tunnel project does 

10 not fairly balance the water rights of Northern California 

11 stretching from the Bay Delta to the Oregon border against 

12 those of the central valley and Los Angeles. 
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1 Comment By Roger Mammon 

2 

3 My name is Roger Mammon. 

4 The Delta is, you know, in ecological collapse due 

5 to the lack of freshwater flow from -- per the American 

6 Academy of Scientists and other scientists studying the 

7 problem. 

8 Won't the tunnels deprive the Delta of its 

9 freshwater flows needed to bring it back to health? 

10 What studies have been done on the increased 

11 salinity in the Delta to its aquifers and wells which 

12 serve the Delta community? 

13 Why is the area of origin being sacrificed along 

14 with its entire economy to benefit others? 

15 Have state of the art fish screens even been 

16 designed and tested? 

17 What are the bene s to the Delta counties and the 

18 over 4 million people that live and work and rely on clean 

19 Delta water? 

20 The Delta does not have and has not met Clean Water 

21 standards -- Act standards. The water has to be so clean. 

22 And it hasn't met those standards in three years, but I'm 

23 supposed to drink it. 

24 How will the tunnels improve water quality when the 

25 water will be taken before it even reaches the Delta? 
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1 Comment By Peder Jones 

2 

3 My name is Peder Jones. I'm a resident of 

4 San Francisco. 

5 The proposed twin tunnels will have the capacity to I 

6 take in 100 percent of the average flow of the Sacramento 

7 River, leaving Delta waterways in lower Sacramento and 

8 San Francisco Bay with no regular flow of clean 

9 freshwater. The environmental results are the collapse of 

10 the Sacramento, San Joaquin, San Francisco Bay ecosystem 

11 and elimination of salmon and most other native fish 

12 species, reduction of endangered bird populations, 

13 periodic toxicity of shellfish, massive sh kills in 

14 San Francisco Bay, weeds and stagnant water along 

15 shorelines, and disruption of the offshore ocean ecology. 
I. 

16 Predictable economic outcomes include strong 

17 negative effects on San Francisco's tourist and convention 

18 industries, a loss of appeal for the Bay Area as a site 

19 for new business locations, a reduction of property values 

20 in cities and communities near impacted waterways, and an 

21 end to farming, sport fishing, and seasonal work in the 

22 Delta, Stockton, and adjacent areas of the Sacramento 

23 Valley. 

24 My question to the agency heads is why did the BDCP 

25 not include any information on likely environmental 
21 
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1 effects of the tunnels project on San Francisco Bay or 

2 likely economic effects of the tunnels project on the Bay 

3 Area? 

4 Does the California WaterFix document remedy this 

5 critical oversight? 

6 What makes you believe that the time between the 

7 release of the California WaterFix document and the time 

8 of these two hearings gives residents sufficient time to 

9 read, research, consider, and respond thoughtfully to what 

10 you propose? 

11 These issues are of special concern to me because I 

12 edited a manuscript for the California history book that 

13 70 percent of fourth graders in California use. 
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1 Comment By Edward Stetson 

2 

3 I'm Edward Stetson. 

4 How can the state consider a project of this 

5 magnitude without voter approval? 

6 How can they put the needs of the Metropolitan Water 

7 District ahead of the water needs of one of the most 

8 fertile agricultural areas in the world? 

9 Why would we consider destroying the unique 

10 ecological features of the greatest estuary in the western 

11 states to give water to the idiots who chose to plant 

12 orchards on the arid lands of the west side of the lower 

13 San Joaquin Valley? Plant annual crops that can lay 

14 fallow during drought years. 

15 I consider the state government to have been I 

16 criminally negligent in ignoring the inevitable water 

17 crisis that has been building since the failure to build 

18 the Auburn Dam. It's unbelievable that we continue 

19 over-pumping of the water table with no efforts to 

20 recharge it in wet years. Now Moonbeam wants to rake the 

21 entire central valley, destroy agriculture, fisheries, and 

22 ecological and recreational opportunit s just to reap 

23 venues on the state for denying his father's Peripheral 

24 Canal. And to reward his southern supporters. 

25 Thank you. 
23 
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1 Comment By Gertie Kandris 

2 

3 I'm Gertie Kandris. I'm a long-term resident of the 

4 San Joaquin County. 

5 I'm here for a resounding no to the twin tunnels, 

6 Delta tunnels, Cali rnia Water x, or whatever name will 

7 be given to mislead the public because the fix does not 

8 fix. It will have the following devastating impact on our 

9 five counties, Sacramento, and the San Joaquin Delta 
I: 

10 region. 

11 Number one, lasting environmental damage to the 

12 Delta ecosystem. 

13 Number two, lasting severe economic downturn to a 

14 multi-billion-dollar farming and tourism industry. I 

15 Three, taking away a treasured way of life for 

16 farmers, families, and businesses. I 

17 Number four, spending billions of dollars without 
I 

18 creating any new needed water. I 

19 Number five, simply using the antiquated fix to move 

I 
20 water from the north to the south is not the answer to 

21 California's water problems. 

22 Here is what California should be doing. 

23 Californians pride themselves for being on the edge of 

24 technology and innovation. So let's use these innovations 

25 and technology for a comprehensive water plan with bold 
24 
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1 innovative solutions using new technologies which will 

2 produce more water and manage the state's water supply 

3 such as desalinization, capturing, recycling, creating new 

4 efficiencies for industry, commercial, and residential 

5 applications. We need to save our Delta and let our Delta 

6 farmers continue to contribute to California's largest 

7 economy, which is farming. 

8 Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Lyn Hall 

2 

3 My name is Lyn Hall. I live in Discovery Bay, 

4 California. Grew up in Southern California. 

5 I would like to know what the appropriate agencies 

6 are going to do to mitigate all the heavy equipment, big 

7 trucks, tractors, and tunneling equipment to protect the 

8 levees from the damage from all this equipment going back 

9 and forth for ten plus years. 

10 And I also would like -- I'd also like to know what 

11 steps are being taken to protect the wildlife and fish 

12 from the digging of the tunnels and depositing of the 

13 materials, displacing animals and plants and fish during 

14 the time these tunnels are being built. 

15 Thank you. 
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1 Comment By Lynn K. Yanko 

2 

3 My name is Lynn Yanko. I am against the twin 

4 tunnels. I am a lifelong Stockton resident who has lived 

5 on and around the Delta my entire life. 

6 I don't believe the twin tunnels will fix 

7 California's water dilemma. I believe the twin tunnels 

8 will ruin our agriculture, our economy, and our 

9 environment. The tunnels are not a fix for the California 

10 water program. Sorry, not 11 program. 11 11 Problem. n 

11 I'd like to ask the members of our state assembly, 

12 assemblymen, senators, governor, if they've considered 

13 other alternative methods such as greywater reclamation 

14 and, since we're going into an El Nifio weather pattern, 

15 whether we have considered other water reclamation devices 

16 at a more local level for businesses and homes in order to 

17 address this drought situation. 

18 That's 
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1 Corrunent By K.O. 

2 

3 My name is K.O. I live in Walnut Creek, California. 

4 And I'm a beekeeper and an orchardist, so I'm very 

5 interested in what's happening with this water issue. 

6 Well, a couple of things that I'm thinking about is 

7 carbon soil sequestration and how -- how we should --

8 we're going through this huge drought. And we haven't 

9 even begun the drought by the National Organization of 

10 Aeronautics, or whatever NOAA stands for, N-0-A-A. I'm 

11 sorry, I don't know what it stands for. But they deal 

12 with ocean and atmosphere on a global point of view. And 

13 they said we're going into a drought that is going to turn 

14 everything west of the Rocky Mountains from Idaho down to 

15 northern Mexico into a desert, except for a thin strip 

16 along the coast that gets the ocean humidity. 

17 So is it really wise to be spending on six million 

18 cubic yards of concrete for freshwater, to make these 

19 concrete tubes and divert water that might not even be 

20 there when the project is done? 

21 My idea is what they need to do is concentrate 

22 agriculturally on a high quality, high humus soil in an 

23 area where there is hydration and there is water, like the 

24 Delta, and then let -- those areas are probably marginally 

25 profitable for agricultural because they have this water. 
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1 And use carbon soil sequestration to help the soil recover 

2 and build top soil so that at end of the drought we 

3 have -- which is we•re looking at 30 plus years -- we will 

4 have additional fertile soil and we can rebuild our 

5 agricultural on good soil. Because we have to have cover 

6 crops and things that can grow on a minimal amount of 

7 water. That's just the beginning. 
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1 Comment By Lynn Miller 

2 

3 My name is Lynn Miller. And my family has been 

4 farming on Roberts Island for 144 years. 

5 First of all, the twin tunnels are projected to be 

6 completed in 2030, so this water fix won't be accomplished 

7 for another 15 years. And what major public works project 

8 was ever completed on time or on budget? 

9 To donate to date, a complete cost-benefit 

10 analysis of the project has not been published by the 

11 state. Stakeholders don't know if it is a workable 

12 sustainable project that will be able to be afforded in 15 

13 years when it is completed, yet they must sign on to it 

14 now so that it can move forward. Is this a sensible 

15 business decision? 

16 If the twin tunnels project does go forward and 

17 stakeholders find they cannot afford it, will the 

18 California taxpayer be required to bankroll the billions 

19 of dollars in construction costs and subsidize the price 

20 of water that stakeholders will receive from the Delta? 

21 In 2014 the UC Davis study concluded that the 

22 Sacramento and San Joaquin River system is over-allocated 

23 by five times the amount of water that flows through the 

24 area in an average year. There is not sufficient water to 

25 meet contracted needs that the State Water Resources 
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1 Control Board has approved. And the new tunnel project 

2 will be incapable of taking even more. 

3 The Governor has admitted that the tunnels do not 
,, 

4 produce any new water. Therefore, a year like 2015 would 

5 require that the tunnels remain empty. This is not what I 

6 call an effective project. The tunnels do not make 

7 economic sense. Dump the tunnels and get realistic. 

8 Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
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1 Comment By Kathleen Gapusan 

2 

3 My name is Kathleen Gapusan. I'm from Stockton, 

4 California. 

5 And I am the eldest daughter of fresh fish water 

6 commercial -- or commercial freshvJater fishing parents. 

7 They took care of shad and clams. For 38 years they 

8 worked the Delta, raised a family of eight, and so we 

9 really relied on it. They were very much into 

10 conservation. We utilized the fish, the water sports, the 

11 boating activities. Our whole life centered around it, so 

12 it means a lot to us. 

13 And so I'm against the tunnels. I voted down 

14 several times over the last 35 years, and it keeps popping 

15 up in conservation packages hidden. And I don't like 

16 that. 

17 Also, 'sour water resource. And I think that we 

18 provide a good percentage of the nation's crops. We feed 

19 the nation. And I don 1 t see sending it down south to a 

20 desert area so that they can export crops. It just 

21 doesn't gel. 
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