
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
March 10, 2015 
 
Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street, 24th Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
CommentLetters@Waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Subject:  Comment Letter:  Salton Sea 
 
Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Board: 
 
On behalf of the City of Holtville, we are writing to express our support for the Imperial Irrigation 
District’s petition regarding restoration of the Salton Sea.  As the Board recognized in its Notice of 
Public Workshop, this issue is an urgent one of statewide importance.  It is also a particularly 
important issue for the residents, businesses, and local government of the Imperial and Coachella 
Valleys, which will bear the most direct and substantial costs of the failure by the State of 
California to restore the Salton Sea. 
 
The City of Holtville is a warm and welcoming city of just over 6,000 residents in Imperial 
County with traditional small town values. The idyllic centerpiece to Holtville is its historic town 
square surrounding Holt Park with City Hall at its center.  This and our other outdoor facilities 
host multiple parades, festivals and outdoor markets throughout the year.  From the annual Rib 
Cook Off in January to the long-running Carrot Festival in February to our Christmas in the Park 
in December, with monthly Farmer’s Markets throughout the year, we take advantage of our great 
climate and the beautiful setting year round.  Naturally the residents of Holtville participate in a 
variety of outdoor endeavors throughout the year.   
 
The degradation of the Salton Sea threatens that way of life. 
 
Local governments in the Salton Sea region have a responsibility to protect the health and welfare 
of its residents. Without restoration, declining water levels and increasing salinity at the Sea will 
have many serious consequences for communities like ours.  The decline of water levels resulting 
from water transfers under the Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA) will expose thousands 
of acres of lakebed to the air.  Emissions from this exposed playa will significantly worsen our 
region’s already-poor air quality and cause many residents of the Imperial and Coachella Valleys 
to suffer from heart disease, asthma, lung cancer, and other health problems.  Increasing salinity 
levels, which will accelerate sharply once the interim mitigation measures ordered by the Board 
end in 2017, threaten to destroy the Salton Sea ecosystem.  And the economic impact of a dying 
Sea will be a major burden on businesses, schools, public services, and the overall quality of life 
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