
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
February 24, 2012 
 
 
To: Enclosed Mailing List 
 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT TECHNICAL APPENDICES TO THE SUBSTITUTE 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FOR POTENTIAL CHANGES TO THE  SAN JOAQUIN 
RIVER FLOW AND SOUTHERN DELTA WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES AND THE 
ASSOCIATED PROGRAM OF IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) has released for public review 
three draft technical appendices to the substitute environmental document (SED) being 
prepared in support of potential changes to the San Joaquin River (SJR) flow and southern 
Delta water quality objectives and the program of implementation for those objectives contained 
in the 2006 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta Estuary (2006 Bay-Delta Plan). 

The 2006 Bay-Delta Plan identifies beneficial uses of water in the Bay-Delta, water quality 
objectives to protect those uses, and a program of implementation to achieve the water quality 
objectives.  Pursuant to the State Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne) 
and the federal Clean Water Act, the State Water Board is required to regularly review and 
update the Bay-Delta Plan.  The State Water Board initiated the review and update of the 2006 
Bay-Delta Plan in 2009 in a phased fashion.  The review of the SJR flow and southern Delta 
water quality objectives and program of implementation was initiated in 2009 and represents the 
first phase of the State Water Board’s review of the 2006 Bay-Delta Plan.  Additional information 
concerning the State Water Board’s review of the SJR flow and southern Delta water quality 
objectives and program of implementation is available at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/bay_delta_plan/w
ater_quality_control_planning/index.shtml. 

The subject SED and technical appendices pertain only to the first phase of the State Water 
Board’s review of the 2006 Bay-Delta Plan: SJR flow and southern Delta water quality 
objectives and the associated program of implementation.  In compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act, the SED will identify a reasonable range of alternatives and will 
evaluate any significant environmental impacts that may be associated with potential changes to 
the SJR flow and southern Delta water quality objectives and program of implementation and 
will identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects of these alternatives.  The SED will 
also be prepared in compliance with the requirements of Porter Cologne, including the 
requirement to consider economics when developing and adopting changes to the Bay-Delta 
Plan. 
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The State Water Board plans to release a draft of the entire draft SED in late April.  Upon 
release of the draft SED, the State Water Board will identify a date by which comments on the 
draft SED, including the three appendices that are being released today, are due.  There will not 
be a separate comment period for these three appendices.  The State Water Board is releasing 
these three draft technical appendices now to give interested parties additional time to review 
these important technical appendices as they represent some of the very important factors that 
the State Water Board will need to take into consideration as it balances competing uses of 
water in its future deliberations. 
 
The three draft technical appendices to the SED cover the following topics: 

 Scientific Basis for Alternative San Joaquin River Flow and Southern Delta Salinity 
Objectives (Scientific Report):  This revised draft report describes the scientific 
information and tools needed to consider potential changes to SJR flow and southern 
Delta water quality objectives and their associated program of implementation.  The draft 
Scientific Report was first released for public review and comment in October 2010.  
Today’s revised draft has been modified to address the comments received through the 
peer review which were posted November 2011 at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/bay_delta_
plan/water_quality_control_planning/index.shtml 

 Agricultural Economic Effects of Lower San Joaquin River Flow Alternatives (Agricultural 
Economics Report):  The analysis in this appendix estimates the potential effects to 
agricultural production and related sectors of the Lower SJR watershed economy that 
could occur with changes to surface water diversions resulting from a range of SJR flow 
alternatives. 

 Hydropower and Electric Grid Analysis of Lower San Joaquin River Flow Alternatives 
(Power Production Report):  This appendix analyzes the potential effects on hydropower 
generation and electric grid reliability in the Lower SJR watershed that could occur under 
a range of SJR flow alternatives. 

The draft technical appendices are posted on the State Water Board’s website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/bay_delta_plan/w
ater_quality_control_planning/index.shtml  
 

The State Water Board is planning to hold a public informational meeting on the Agricultural 
Economics Report and the Power Production Report on March 21, 2012.  State Water Board 
technical staff and consultants under contract with the State Water Board will describe the 
general approach taken for each report and will be available to answer clarifying questions.  The 
purpose of this informational meeting is to provide stakeholders an opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of the structure and content of these two reports that inform the SED analysis.  A 
public notice for the meeting will be forthcoming. 

To receive further information regarding the State Water Board’s review of the Bay-Delta Plan, 
interested persons are encouraged to subscribe to the Division of Water Rights’ Bay-Delta email 
list.  A subscription ensures prompt receipt of notices related to the State Water Board’s 
Bay-Delta program.  The subscription form is located at the following link: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml 
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If you have any questions regarding these three draft appendices, please contact Kari Kyler at 
(916) 445-5987, or via email at kkyler@waterboards.ca.gov or Mark Gowdy at (916) 341-5432 
or mgowdy@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Diane Riddle, Manager 
Hearings and Special Projects Section 
Division of Water Rights 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 



 
 

Mark Cowin 
Department of Water Resources 
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1115-1 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Michael Machado 
Delta Protection Commission 
14215 River Road 
Walnut Grove, CA  95690 

John Laird 
Natural Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Supervisor Maria Rea 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Bruce Wolfe 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA  94612 

Lucia C. Becerra 
Department of Boating and Waterways 
2000 Evergreen Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
 

Jay Punia 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Room LL40 
Sacramento, CA  95821 
 

Robert Oglesby 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-29 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Curtis Fossum 
State Lands Commission 
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 South 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 

Melinda Marks 
San Joaquin River Conservancy 
5469 East Olive Avenue 
Fresno, CA  93727 
 

Will Travis 
San Francisco Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission 
50 California Street, Suite 2600 
San Francisco, CA  94111 
 

Ruth Coleman 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
1416 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Karen Ross 
Department of Food and Agriculture 
1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
 

Christopher Reardon 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Debbie Raphael 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Ren Lohoefener 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2800 Cottage Way, W-2606 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
South Pacific Division 
1455 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
 

M.L. Quinn 
P.O. Box 255516 
Sacramento, CA  95865 
 

Donald R. Glaser 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way, MP-460 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 



Gary Bobker 
The Bay Institute 
695 DeLong Avenue 
Novato, CA  94945 

Cynthia Koehler 
Environmental Defense Fund 
1875 Connecticut Avenue NW,  
Suite 600 
Washington, DC  20009 

Doug Obegi 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
40 West 20th Street 
New York, NY  10011 

Kim Delfino 
Defenders of Wildlife 
1130 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20036 

John Cain 
American Rivers 
1101 14th Street NW, Suite 1400 
Washington, DC  20005 

Victor Gonella 
Golden Gate Salmon Association 
1370 Auto Center Drive 
Petaluma, CA  94952 

Dick Pool 
Water For Fish  
5700 Imhoff Drive 
Concord, CA  94520 

Jim Metropulos 
Sierra Club California 
801 K Street, Suite 2700 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Jonas Minton 
Planning and Conservation League 
1107 9th Street, Suite 901 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Zeke Grader 
Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Association 
P.O. Box 11170 
Eugene, OR  97440-3370 

Gerald H. Meral (Jerry) Ph.D. 
Deputy Secretary 
California Natural Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Craig McNamara, President 
California State Board of Food and 
Agriculture 
1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Karen Ross, Secretary 
California Department of Food and 
Agriculture 
1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Chuck Bonham, Director 
Department of Fish and Game 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA  95811 

Steve Berberich 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
California Independent System Operator 
Corporation 
P.O. Box 639014 
Folsom, CA  95763 
 

Dr. Robert Weisenmiller, Chair 
California Energy Commission 
1516 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Michael R. Peevey, President 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

Timothy Quinn 
Executive Director 
Association of California Water Agencies 
901 K Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Mr. Leo Winternitz 
Delta Project Director 
The Nature Conservancy 
4245 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 100 
Arlington, VA  22203 

Matthew Rodriquez 
Secretary for Environmental Protection 
California Environmental Protection 
Agency 
1001 I Street, 25th Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

James H. Pope 
General Manager 
Northern California Power Agency 
651 Commerce Drive 
Roseville, CA  95678 

 



 
 

Curt Aikens 
General Manger 
Yuba County Water Agency 
1220 F Street 
Marysville, CA  95901 

David Modisette 
Executive Director 
California Municipal Utilities Association 
915 L Street, Suite 1460 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Thomas Birmingham 
General Manager 
Westlands Water District 
455 Capitol Mall, #335 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

David Guy, President 
Northern California Water Association 
1121 L Street 
Sacramento, CA   95814 

Terry Erlewine 
General Manager 
State Water Contractors 
1121 L Street, Suite 1015 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

John DiStasio 
General Manger and Chief 
Executive Officer 
SMUD 
P.O. Box 15830 
Sacramento, CA  95852 

Barry Tippin 
Electric Utility Director 
Redding Electric Utility 
777 Cypress Avenue 
Redding, CA  96001 

Brian Crane 
Public Works Director 
City of Redding Public Works 
P.O. Box 496071 
Redding, CA  96049 
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