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Re: San Joaquin River Flow and Salinity Basin Plan Amendment Proceedings 
 
Dear Board Members: 

This submittal is on behalf of the San Joaquin River Group Authority (“SJRGA”) and its 
member entities.  Enclosed is a preliminary analysis of impacts to hydro generation on 
the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers.  This is an initial draft of a cursory analysis that is 
intended to illustrate how additional downstream flow requirements may impact power 
generation.  The analysis surrogates impacts upon the major foothill reservoir systems 
and does not include upstream hydro generation operations that may be affected by a 
SWRCB decision as well.  The analysis makes a myriad of assumptions which may or 
may not be true because the SWRCB still has not defined “the project.” 
 
The analysis of Don Pedro and New Melones Reservoirs shows two similar and startling 
results.  Not only is annual power production reduced, but generation is shifted from the 
summer to the spring, and the degree of the shift is extraordinary.   
 
The reduction in annual generation would be 306 GWh.  This is enough energy to light 
32,000 residential customers for one year.  Just as important, if not more, is the shift of 
power production from the summer to the spring, as shown in figure 4(c) of the analysis. 
Average annual, these entities would need to go into the market in the summer when 
prices are usually at their highest, and find alternative energy amounting to 45 gws. 
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By virtue of being a generation owner/operators, transmission owner/operators, or a retail 
electric load serving entities, each of the SJRGA members’ utilities is subject to federal 
law on electric reliability enforced by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission under 
Section 215 of the Federal Power Act.  Both the capacity and flexibility of the 
hydroelectric generation is critical to compliance with the reliability standards. We have 
not addressed how this will affect our reliability under NERC and WECC. 
 
We have not yet analyzed the electrical demands and supplies in our electrical service 
areas or in the State to determine how these reductions in generation can be made up in 
the summer. Nor have we determined the transmission constraints of trying to bring 
power, if it was available, to California in the summer to make up for these severe 
shortfalls.  Finally, we cannot begin to fathom the costs to our ratepayers of paying for 
alternate supplies in the summer.   
 
It is clear that alternative power sources will need to be developed in California to make 
up for this lost generation.  This will place additional burdens on our ratepayers.  
Alternative power is not without its impacts and these may be large in scale as the 
amount of land required for wind or solar power would be significant. 
 
The alternative power may or may not lead to increased carbon emissions; this will need 
to be analyzed. This will also place additional burdens on our ratepayers to pay for these 
carbon emission credits. 
 
It is clear that additional facilities and infrastructure to transmit the new in-State 
alternative power, or power from out of state, will be needed.  This will place additional 
burdens on our ratepayers, many of whom are in disadvantaged communities in an 
already economically-depressed Central Valley economy.  For example, Modesto 
Irrigation District (“MID”) has what is referred to as a “CARES” program.  “CARES” 
stands for “Community Alternate Rates for Electric Service.”  To be eligible for the 
program, individuals and families must meet certain low income guidelines.  In MID’s 
service area, approximately 19,850 customers/homes out of 89,000 residential customers 
qualified for the CARES program in 2005.  In 2010, approximately 25,000 customers out 
of 103,000 residential customers were eligible for CARES.  This is 24 percent of the total 
customer base.  This baseline economic condition needs to be taken into account when 
performing your SED.  (See Citizens Assn. for Sensible Development of Bishop Area v. 
County of Inyo, 172 Cal.App.3rd 151, 217.) 
 
This analysis also does not include the increased electrical load that would be placed on 
the electrical distribution system due to groundwater pumping by landowners in the 
Districts to make up for lost surface water supplies during the summer months. This will 
result in an increased cost to our ratepayers and to the nation’s food supply and further 
aggravate the shortfall of energy in the area and the State. 
 
We also enclose the submittal by Merced Irrigation District dated January 31, 2011, to 
the FERC.  While the SWRCB may have this in its 401 Water Quality Certification 
Section, we wanted to be sure it was in the record for the San Joaquin River Flow and 
Salinity Basin Plan Amendment proceedings as well.  It tells a very similar story to the 
preliminary analysis of the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers. 
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The SJRGA is working with other entities to develop a statewide model to look at loss of 
energy, transmission, carbon emissions, and costs of alternative power due to the 
proposed 20-40-60 percent bypass flows in your Draft Technical Report.  We will be 
pleased to share our results with you once they are completed. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
O’LAUGHLIN & PARIS LLP 
 

 
______________________________ 
TIM O’LAUGHLIN 
 
TO/tb 
Enclosures  
cc (via email only): SJRGA 
   Tom Howard 
   Les Grober 
   Diane Riddle 


























































