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1\iEMORAi'il)ViVr 0 F UNDERSTANDING

ON LO\-VER A.MERTCAN RIVER FLOW i'rIANAGEMEJlff STANDARD

This Memorandum ofUnderstandulg (MOV); made this LjIA day of cJc·!eJbe.. r
2004 is among the Sacramento Water Forum (Forum), the United States Bureau of Rec1amation
(lZeclammi<m), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlile Senice (Ser\'ice)~ hereafter collectively referred to
~L') the Pc1l1ies.

GOALS, The Fonun and its individual members (Forum !vfembers) \\ish to provide a reliable and

safe water ~uppJy for the SacramenlO region's future economic health and planned development

and 10 presen'e the fIsher)', wildlife. recreational and aesthetic values of the lcnver iunerican

River. The Forum Members have entcred into a negotiated agreement (Waler Forum

Agreement) to facilitate these goals. The Forum has identified a new Lower American River

Flow Management Standard (new Flow l\1anagement Standard) as an essential step to achieving

ulcse goals. Redamation. and the FWS and arc committed to giving priority to the actions

described below to achieve these goals.

PURPOSE. The M01...1 is lC> document the intent of the Parties to work in good faith to reach

agreement on a ncw Flow Jvlanagement Standard that would be the subject of a petition to be

filed in t.he summer 0[2005 with the State Water Resources Colltrol Board. Action to can)' out

this intent and a schedule for taking the actions is as follows:

March 1,2005 - Reach agreement 011 Lower American River flo\\'s to be incorporated in

CVP OCAP. assuming aU necessary modeling and assessment ofeffects are completed.

November 15, 2004 - Complete negotiation of contracts witli water district members of

Water Forum (San Juan Wmer District, City of Folsom, City of Rosevillc, Sacramento Municipal

Utility District, and Placer County 'Water Agency) pursuant to which the districts will make

water available. in dry years for flows in the Lower American River.

April I, 2005 - Complete and submit to FWS and NOAA Fisheries a proposed

amelldlnent to the oeAP to reflect agreed-upon chCU1gcs in me Lowc·r American RiYcr flows,

together with supporting doc.umentation and analyses that may be required for FWS and NOAA

FisheJies to review and approve the amended OCAP consistent with Section 7 of the Endangered

Species /\ct.

August 15,2005 - Completion ofrc\'icw and appropri~le action under Section 7 of the

ESA bi FWS and NOAA Fisheries in response to proposed OCAP amendmeuL

Scptember 1,2005 - Amendment ofOCAP.



,.
September 15, 2005 - Filing by Reclamation of a petition witll the State Water Resomces

Control Board to amend its water rights on the American Rivcr to incorporate me agreed-upon

Flow Management Standard.

STATE AGENCY A]\1) PlffiLTC TNVOLVEMENT. The partics will consult with

appropriale agencies of the State of California (Department of \Vater Resources. Department of

Fish and Game, State \Vater Resourc(~S COlltrol Board) as the above actions nre being developed

and will consider their inpm and reach any agreements with those agencies as may bc necessary

to carry om theabov~ actions. The palties will also provide affected interests and the public

generally the opportunity to comment, through workshops and other appropriate m~ms> on the

proposed Flow Management Standard before it is submitted in a petition to the Stute \Vater

l.<.csourccs Control Board, and will fully consider comments received.

PERIODIC REVIEV,,',· The panies \vill review at least every 30 days the progress being made

toward currying out the identified actions according to the sche.dule set out above. Based on

their review. the panies ma)' modify the terms of this i\·10U or terminate it through a \\Titten

agreement signed by all the parties. In addition, any pany may temlinateits participation in the

MOti by providing wrincn notice to the other parties.

ACTIVITIES. The Patties acknowledge that the perfom18nce of allY obligation by one or more

of the federal agencies U1at are a signatOry to this l\'fOl! shall be contingent upon appropriation

or allotment of funds by the United States Congress and that no liability shall accrue to the

United States in case such funds are not appropriated or alloued.




