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Water Quality Rc.~ponsc Plan for usc of Joint Points of Divcr.sion under 
Water Right Decision 1641 

Tht: St:ttc W:ttcr Rcrourcc~ Control Bo:tnl {SWRCB) Watt.:r Right Decision I 64 t (D-
1641) csbblishcs three stages under which Joint Points ofDivcn;ion (JPOD) c:m be used 
by either the Department of Water Resources (Dcparmu:nt) or the United States Bureau 
of Rt.-cl:unation ( Rcclttnlation) for di ~cl'l\ion:; of Delta water supplies at the St:Llc: WaLt:r 
Project {SWP) Banks pumping plant and Ccntr.s.J Vallt:y Project (CVJ>) Tracy pumping 
pl:mt. respectively. Sta~c 1 allows J POD U!>c for selected purposes including the 
~very of export reductions t:1kcn to benefit fu;h. Stage 2 :1llows JPOO usc for auy 
authori;r.ed pwposc up to the current regulatory capacity of these facilities. Stage 3 
:&!lows JPOD Ul'C up to the physical capncity orthcsc fitGilitics :1uthorizcd under their 
water right permits. 111e usc of the JPOD ln each of these sbgcs requires, 01mong other 
thin!-:.c;, the development of a Water Quality Response Plat\ (Plan). 

This plan does not address Stage 3 tLc;e of JPOD ~ such use is not contemplated at this 
time. Howcvc.:r Rcclam:u.inn <lnd tile 0'-''{lartmcnt acknowledge that St.'1gc 3 tS subject to 
the D-164 I pcnnittcnn, 

PcmtiUec Nhall protect water levels in the southern Delta throul:h measures to 
maintain water levels at elevations ndequatc for diversion of water for agricuhucnl 
ut:CS. This requirement can be satisfied through construction and opcrntion of 
three pcrrrumcnt tidul harriers in the soulhcn1 OcJt.:.t or Utrough other mcasun.:s th:Jt 
protect water quality in the southern and ccntr.&l Delta nnd protect watt:r levels nt 
clcv:tLions :W~untc lu m~tintain ~tgriculturnl tlivcn.inn~. Jf construction and 
operation of tidal barriers is used as a basis for Stngc 3 opcr.1tion. such 
construction and operation shan be subject to certification of a project-level 
cnvimnmcn1:tllmp:1Cl Report by l)crmittcc that disciO~I!S the imp:ICLO: ortidul 
barriers. (P~gc 153) 

Rcclamntion und the Ocpartmenc will m.'\Xl k, submit to the Ex<:cutivc Din.:clor an 
opcrntions plan consistent with Stage 3 requircment.'i at a future dart: based on 
infoiT11:ttion ~md :umlysiR to ~tddrc.~s pcnmtncnt tidal bnrricrs or other mc:\surcs. 

The usc of JPOD for all stages:; is subject to s~vcraJ D-1641 terms and conditions relating 
t<'l Conlr.l Cost<t Water Di~hict's (CCWD} r.o~ Vnqut:ros Project opcrntions :1nd CCWD 
water right Permits 20749 and 20750. The first term :md condition inD-J64l reads 
(P~ge lSOj: 
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Currently, the tcmpo~y barrier progmm (TBP) i~ hcing implcmt..-ntcd to :uldrc!>S water 
level concerns in tbe southern Delta chJinncls • .By ollowing water to enter south Dcl!.:l 
channels during incoming tidal pha.o:es and holding the water during outgoing tidal 
phust."S, the TBP is effective at improvin~ w:a.tcr level~ tn those channels. J Jowt..-vcr. TllP 
operations cannot effcctivoly produce the water circulation patterns necessary to manage 
for water qunlity complianc<.: concerns. the way that pc.:rmancnt. opcrahlc b<micn> will be 
able to do. Therefore, the Dt:pattmcnl and Reclamation unticipah: then: muy be.: 
operational scenarios when the southern Delta water quality objectives would not be in 
compliance. 

IfSDWA were to object lo the planned JPOD divcrniuns on the basis of shared model 
results, and the Department.. Reclamation, and SDWA arc unable to a;,:rc~: on op1.'r".1tions 
of JPOD, the Department und .Reclamation shall contact the Chief of the Division for n 
tMcnnimttion rcgtu-ding required mitit.r.ttion. if any. for potential wntcr quality impacts 
a$OCiatcd with JPOD operations. ln order co substnntiaw an nllcgut.ion of potential harm 
to its usc of water, SDWA ,;hould subntit detailed information concerning how the 
change in salinity lcvt!ls would impm:l SOW A's opcmtions. 

Rcclumntion und the Department coordin:tlc and facilit01tc water 1ranRfcrs throu~h the 
Delta to project export fucihric.:s. under b:ll:mcctl conditions. As p!lrt ofCVP-SWJ> 
operations to meet water quality htmcficial u.c:;c standards. Reclamation and the 
D~:p:u1mt.:nt :tss(."l\!\ a wutcr cost to third r:~rty w•ttcr tr.msfcrl>. known il.'> "carrin~~c w-.llcr. •• 
Caaiage water offsets any added water costs ncL-dcd to maintrun compliance with 
Western Delta w:~tcr quality standards. When Reclamation and the Dt:pnrtment utilize 
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