
>>> David Guy <DGuy@norcalwater.org> 3/8/2012 7:19 PM >>> 
 
Gentlemen: To follow your earlier workshop, the Northern California Water Association, 
State Water Contractors and the San Luis Delta Mendota Water Authority are providing 
this outline for proposed State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) workshops in 
2012. It is our hope that this outline will begin a conversation with (SWRCB) about how 
we can all best inform the public and make sure that relevant information is provided to 
the SWRCB early in the process of updating the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan. 
We will contact your office to schedule a time that we can begin this conversation. 
Thank you.   
  
  
David J. Guy 
President 
Northern California Water Association 
(916) 442-8333 
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Schedule for SWRCB Informational Workshops 2012 

Update of Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan 

 

 

DATE ACTION 

April 3, 2012 Board Meeting:  SWRCB considers and adopts proposal for informational 

workshops.  The purpose of the workshops is to provide additional 

information/education to the public on the science that will be used by the 

SWRCB to update the WQCP and to effect that public education in an open and 

transparent manner.  If the workshops serve their purpose, there will be greater 

clarity on areas of scientific agreement, disagreement, and uncertainty relating to 

the WQCP, which will allow the SWRCB to more clearly describe the policy 

choices involved in balancing the needs of different beneficial uses in the Delta. 

May 1, 2012 Deadline for submitting scientific information in advance of Workshop No. 1 

May 16, 2012 Board Workshop No. 1 – Ecosystem Changes:  This first workshop would 

address changes in the Bay-Delta Ecosystem that have occurred over the past 30 

years, including, but not limited to: shifts in fish species (pelagic to centrarchid); 

shifts in benthic organisms (clams and invasive species); shifts in phytoplankton 

(diatoms to blue-green algae); and shifts in zooplankton (food sources).  This 

workshop would also explore factors that may explain the ecosystem shifts that 

have been observed or may be observed in the future in the Delta, including but 

not limited to reductions in or changes in the timing of flows, changes in nutrient 

ratios, invasive species, and global climate change. 

June 6, 2012 Deadline for submitting scientific information in advance of Workshop No. 2 

June 20, 2012 Board Workshop No. 2 –Water Supply Effects:  This second workshop would 

consider flow regimes that may be proposed by State Board staff or others that 

are intended to provide a more natural hydrograph or adhere to the targeted flow 

objectives identified in the 2010 Delta Flow Criteria report.  The purpose of the 

workshop would be for parties to present information on the duration, timing and 

magnitude of such flows and how a more natural hydrograph would differ from 

the current flow regime.  The workshop would then consider how this modified 

flow regime would affect other actions intended to protect fish and wildlife or 

other beneficial uses of water, including but not limited to beneficial uses 

supporting terrestrial species resident in or migrating through the Sacramento 

Valley and other Delta tributaries.   

July 18, 2012 Deadline for submitting scientific information in advance of Workshop No. 3 

August 8, 2012 Board Workshop No. 3 – Effects on Hydroelectric Generation/Transmission/ 

Distribution:  This third workshop would consider the potential effects of flow 

regimes that are intended to provide a more natural hydrograph on the generation, 

transmission and distribution of hydroelectric power.  In particular, the workshop 

would consider the effects of releasing more water during the spring months on 

the availability of water for “peaking” during the high-demand summer months.  

The workshop would also consider the extent to which a more natural hydrograph 
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could create the need for additional out-of-state power purchases, replacement 

resources which may include new gas-fired generation, renewable generation, 

regulation & reserve capacity, new transmission projects in California, and other 

ancillary effects of the changes in releases of water.  Consideration would also be 

given to the effects of such flow regimes on California’s Renewable Portfolio 

Standard, Green House Gas initiative, and recovering economy. 

September 5, 2012 Extended Board Briefing: –  BDCP.  This briefing would consist of an 

informational presentation on the BDCP by the Resources Agency and the 

Department of Water Resources.  The administration would describe the 

elements of the BDCP, the expected benefits to the species and the Delta 

ecosystem, and the schedule for approval of the plan. 

September 19, 2012 Deadline for submitting scientific information in advance of Workshop No. 4 

October 3, 2012 Board Workshop No. 4 – Effects on Salmonids.  The fourth workshop would 

consider the existing flow regimes on all major rivers in the Central Valley and 

the manner in which those flow regimes were crafted by the regulatory agencies 

to serve the beneficial uses of supporting salmonids.  The workshop would 

consider the potential effects of modifying those flow regimes, focusing in 

particular on flow rates and directions, temperature, and other water quality 

constituents and objectives of biological significance to salmonids.  The 

workshop would also address actions other than flow that would be biologically 

beneficial to salmonid species.  The effort would focus on assessing the regimes, 

actions etc., on the year-to-year abundance. 

October 17, 2012 Deadline for submitting scientific information in advance of Workshop No. 5 

November 7, 2012 Board Workshop No. 5 – Effects on Pelagic Species:  The fifth workshop would 

consider the existing flow regimes in the Delta and the manner in which those 

flow regimes were crafted by the regulatory agencies to serve the beneficial uses 

of supporting pelagic species.  The workshop would consider the potential effects 

of modifying those flow regimes, focusing in particular on flow rates and 

directions, temperature, and other water quality constituents and objectives of 

biological significance to pelagic species.  The workshop would also address 

actions other than flow that would be biologically beneficial to pelagic species.  

The effort would focus on assessing the regimes, actions etc., on the year-to-year 

abundance. 

 


