Public Comment
Bay-Delta Fact Finding Issues

;\“\ CONTRA COSTA Deadline: 6/20/08 by 5:00 p.m.
—— WATER DISTRICT .

1331 Concord Avenue

PO, Box H20

Concord, CA 94524

{925) 688-8000 FAX {925) 688-8122

By email to commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov and postal delivery

Directors September 29, 2008
Joseph L. Gampbell '
President

Elizabeth R. Anello  Ms. Tam M. Doduc, Chair E @ E “ v E

Vice President and Members of the

Bette Boatmt;]n State Water Resources Control Board - SEP 29 2008

John A. Bul

K‘;”"L_ Wa;gry 1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Walter J. Bishop | " SWRCB EXECUTIVE

/
General Maneger Subject: Bay-Delta Fact Finding Issues

Dear Chair Doduc and Members of the State Water Resources Contr01 Board:

Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) appreciates this opportunity to provide
information on issues concerning the Bay-Delta ecology that should be considered by
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) during the upcoming
evidentiary hearings. As requested by the State Board in the August 29, 2008 Request
for Written Input on the Factual Issues Regarding the Bay-Delta, CCWD provides the
following input.

CCWD supports the list of issues for discussion during the hearings and requests the
State Board review historical salinity variability in the Bay-Delta estuary. A clear
understanding of historical salinity patterns and fish abundance is necessary before
discussion of the “biological impacts of constant or variable salinity on fisheries”. A
brief summary of historical anthropogenic modifications and salinity observations is
enclosed with this letter. The data sources (all publicly available) and methods are
-detailed in a report entitled “Trends in Hydrology and Salinity in Suisun Bay and the
Western Delta”, produced by CCWD and circulated to other stakeholders for review in-
June 2007'. CCWD is currently finalizing this document, and we anticipate providing
evidence from the report at the upcoming hearings. _

Additionally, to gather information on analyses that have been conducted concerning
the issue “biological impacts of constant or variable salinity on fisheries”, CCWD
suggests the State Board staff review the CALFED Science Program Workshop
“Defining a Variable Delta to Promote Estuarine Fish Habitat” held on June 11, 2007
(workshop)®. The workshop report and presentations address a number of uncertainties
concerning ecosystem response and identify areas of vital research and analysis.

; Public Draft i§ available online at: http://www.ccwater.com/salinity/Historical_Salinity.pdf _
The presentations and final report for the Workshop are available on the CALFED Science website at
hittp://science.calwater.ca.gov/workshop/workshop_variable.shtml
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Workshop presenters agreed that habitat variability must include a broad range of -
attributes and that focusing on salinity variability alone as a comprehensive surrogate
for habitat quality is too natrow and inappropriate. At the same time, the desired levels
of variability, and the results of imposing a differerit variability regime, remain
uncertain, -

Finally, CCWD has direct experience concerning the efficacy of positive barrier fish
screens through our operation and monitoring efforts at CCWD’s Old River intake. We
conduct regular monitoring to evaluate the performance of the fish screen and report
this information along with water quality and diversion information to the fishery
agencies. In over ten years of operation, CCWD has only taken one larval delta smelt
and zero adult delta smelt at the Old River intake in the south Delta. CCWD will

- provide information from our fish monitoring program as supporting evidence of the
“biological benefit of fish screens in the legally defined Delta”.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input during the information gathering stage |
of the evidentiary hearings. If you have any questions, please call me at (925)
688-8083. .

Sincerely, '
Leah Orloff
Water Resources Manager

LO/DS:_wcc

Enclosure: . _
Historical Salinity Variability in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
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